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WHY SAUL BECAME PAUL.

A%or <o by Rev, Alexander Maclaves, D. D.

it were but bij
his lever in, the
a question of time.

Yo 15 also called Paal)."—Acts

*> the apostle had been known by

th day, of the stoc ¥ of Israel, of* the metal into gold they - might have |
: “Benjamin, -en. Hebrew. - of th umdm-,i!m;ygy had hadthe 1e- |
his friend | Hebrews, as touching the law, a Pharisee, ian

benaeforward De is first. Il

of the chapter we read that

torts and.the s
it."| And.fo, W
sou' into harmony with God, aad - given
one man the true

vould have hinde
wnary work, and again, that it | wou v “
was *Bacuabar. and San)” for whom the | with & heart will throw offhis silken robes
hear the word | that his armi may be bared to rescue, and
| hia feet free to v n to succor.

Butin & -ui.-pwm verse of
the chapter we read that “Paul and his |

Apostle’s name, gather this lesson, pever
| out of date, that the only way to help peo-

the order of the names is . r
Shenge e names | ple is 1o go
S b l-:mu tod ess men yon must identify your-
It is no use_standing on
is | an eminence above them, and
zoverwor of Cypras, Iy talking down to them
| scold, or hector, or lecture men mto the
possession and acceptance
truth if you take a position of superiority.
As our Master has taught us if we want
to make blind beggars -~¢ we must take
| the blind beggars by th i

“Paul” means
*‘desired.” He abandons the name that
prophesied of favor and honor to adopt &
name that bears upon its- very frost a pro-
feasion of humility. His very name is the |
condensation ‘into & word of his abiding |
eonviction. “I
all saints.” Perhaps even there may be an
allusion to his Jow statare, which sy be
pointed at in the sarcasm of his enemies
that his letters were strong, th
bodily presence was “weak.” If
a8 Monsieur Renan calls
Tittle Jew,” the name has a double ‘appro-

weilevel ,at bis preaching,

for use | change the name of Ss

t
we that the apostle - bore a | #on of its great wearer, had honored his

which he formally sanounces as a deliber-
ately adopted law of his life
that are without law I became as without |

made all things to all men, that I might

The principle that influenced thet

servant in this comparatively

ter, is the principle that

Master in the mightiest of all events.

who was in the form of Ged, and thought
G

as . man | has won the victories
amd became | 80, dear brethren, for all hope, “for all |
sucoéss in our work, for all growth in
Cheristian grace and
position of lowly

n
nd was found in fashion

the children were partakers
blood, he himself likewise took part of the

only
that if the
urned one grain

I sup)
| old alchemists had only

oes, with which,. to do
t}iak brought ot fnan’s
fe can do the same for
the first fruits. we. may see
itenihg ‘to the ‘harvest.  Let

ice then, in anv little work that |
€od helps us to do, and be sure that if =0 |
be the joy of ithe first fruits, great |
yond speech will be the joy of the in- |

IV. And now last < £ all, this change of |
name is an index of the p rit of's “life’s |

“littls;” “Saul” means |

thyn the least of

his |
e was,
ugly

him, “an

But atall events, it is an expression of
them | the spirit in which he sought to-do his
The more lofty the consciousness
of hig vocation the more lowly will ‘a trne |
man’s estimate of himself be. The higher {
my thought of what God has given me
grace to do the more I feel weighed down |
by the consciousuess of my unfitness to do
And the more  gratefu]
brance of what he has enabled
more shall 1 wonder that I have been
#6d a thing 1o be cager- | enbled, and the more profoundly shall I

the Yemem-
me to do,

s not My strength but his that

haracter, this dis-
self-abasement and re-
orthiness and infirmity is ab-

| nbout it, that it was too trivial

him plans and adj ents and W r
tim:s'inunl be considered, oft:n ugtil late
at night. He was ‘ageing under if; now
and then a gray haif was seen; his fore-
head was too wrinkled for a youhg man.
But he was determined to keep @ happy
honie for his mother and his sistéts,

It was a self-sacrificing life, Many plea-
sures ' and enjoyments must be given up;

it ‘was* o narrow- path him,
and there seemed no turping, Five years
before/ John Shott had miet the!girl whose

love he craved above everything else. He
had not known her long before he felt his
love ‘was returngd. Bat: ghe. lived in 4
Tuxurious home’; he eduld not marry now,
and he was too honorable to place any
bands upon her. Bat if John thought his
love alone could be enduring he was mis-
taken, Agues Place had ;been born in
affluence, but she had a sensible mother.
From poverty her parents had risen to
large wealth, and they did nét' leok with
displeasure upon John Short.  They
honored hisnoble integrity and filial deve-
tion. &

Througitall these years she had waited
for him, although there was no engage-
ment between (Eem She bad had before
her all her life the affection of her parents,
gracious and lovely. She knew that. real

affection; was pot_of a day, and m: st bear |

adversity. She. had her leidure, although
she wag not by suy mesns an idle sooiety
girl. There was the mission class, her
poor families, and other benevolent in-
terests ; but the summer brought rest and
change, She was still young and hopeful
But John chafed sometimes under the
yoke_placed upon him, his heart woul
cry ouy as he questioned the reason of hik
life, and his closet often witnessed some
severe battles as he pleaded tor grace anc
patience. But “a living sacrifice,” was
not that what God was requiring of him ?
The old martyrs by rack, dungeon;and
fire went into glory,
threshold, and they soon were af rest ; but
this was a living trial ; every day he must
take it up and bear it, and then
“acceptable ™ to God. " He had thought
sometimes God did not care anything
i for him
regard ; but this verse seemed to put a
ferent look upon it

it was

1
fi of his mother and his sisters, au

becausé when' the Divine |

could reach this end was

Mdentifying himeelf ‘with (hdse

condition of all work thai

w would help

L wust  be done
|l ol asoment
fomre this, that unless you

pugwishes we, and come (o the level

the parent of 8l wise cosnmel, hieause i is

» osive lnlo our  apirits Obrist’s |

onrry the Oompel of Lufnite condence
o ke fellows in w apirit other than 4

golo of heaven
vone, and in the stone & Bew name

And, therdfore, let ui all romember that
& vast deal of sooulled
fulls ntterly | ead and proficess for no oth
or rolaon  thinn this, that
forgotten thal they come 10 the leve
wen that the would help |

ving wacrific

to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ amiongst
caplives, and, ny there was no other way ¢

g them he let himself be sold for
slave, and put out his hands to have the

Tohn Short read th
light this moming

A strange paradox, and yel was it not quite
It followed him all das wt his i«
he could not get it out of his mind as I
windows and doors to Lawy
Howe’s new residence.
beauly, and he had delighted in
structure with all the modern appointment
He had put himself into it as master work
| man, having a care that éverything stionld
be honest and perfect.
pleted, and he had pictured to himself how
the owner would brin,
modern villa in the suburb of a large city
They hed come out'to see it the last wee
and John had heard them
contriving with subdued lsughter and half
layful differing for the furnishing. . Som -
wow it made hrs heart sore,
And how prettily the Tady (el
was but a girl) had seked him to make o
little change, with o blush in her cheek, |
little tremor in her voice.
Lis_prosperous, successful lawyer, |
who could give his'sweetheart sucla royal

law for all Christian service
them if you will help them
weak is weak, all things to
we might by all means save some.”
And, my brother, there
tion on Paul’s part to' do the Christian
work which does not lie on you
Farther, this. change of name

He tak@s it, as I suppose, because it gaem.
ed to him such a blessed thing that at the
very moment when he began to sow, God

bis-work, no doubt, with much trembling,
with weakness and fear.

t conguerorsshave Leen named from

Nelson of the Nile, Napier of Magodala,

b himit had been given to preach,
st without success, amongst the | & divine 'voice 1o Jaha.
of | meaning in it thet he'could understand bet- |
ter than another? was not his life the
T'hat is to say, this man thought of it as | fulfillment of his text?
bis highest-honour, and the thing best | “ got religion” years ago e he though
worthy to be remembered ‘about his Jife,

| He was a member of t
class in the Sabbath School, aod had been

brethren to know the common Master.
that your idea of the best thing about a
life? What would you like to have for an
epitaph on your grave, professing Ohr s
tinn 7. “He was rich ; he made a big busi-

he wrote book».” “He was happy and for-
Or, “He turned many to
“This man flung awey hi

A verbal acknowledgement
riths which we never think about,

John Short had & widowed mother and
two sisters to suj
lying father’s request that he shonld care
herr.  Almost the Jast movement he | |
viade was o place their hands fogether |
snd look besceshingly to John.

P which he would rain be remiembered that he
Letweon the cloak of whic should bring du;k.hearts to the |

burrow undetected-—make the Christianity

His nawe in ite commemorstion
r  (Ansform you? | first success would act as & stimulus 0 ser-
{ | No doubt the Apostle,
like the rest of ns, had his times of indo-
leioe and languor, and his times of des
cxpressive of & | poudency when he seemed 0 have labored
0 in vain, and ppent his str o,
of his Jewlsh connections | He had

"1t dows mot, ave you qui

1L Then, again, we may

be

tops that lift themselves 1o the stars are

faw springs find their rise |

It is inthe Jowly valleys that the
flowers grow and the
they who are humble and lowly
whom Glod gives strength to v rve Him,

And it in
in heart

rivers run

of aocepted service

h you, then, learn your true life's |
Loars how o

do it identifying
humbler brethren
Learn the pirit

Ilnzn' of
above al

And oh!

)y

have the new

 Ood in your heatts, you
fo atall |
my brother, that faith by

be our life? IF you have

When you e & new orestare, with & new
diwmly porbaps visibla, snd Mintly |
sudibile, aemidet the impeifections of sarth, |

1o shine gut on the pages of (he
of 1Ak, W b rend
wlte of noolak Yefore the

I will give him s white

A Liviag Seerifica.

brethres, |
prewer
holy, socoeptatic
reasonablc

therefore
i that

senge with » v
living waerifice

b e

He had

It wos nearly com- |

his bride to this

planming and

He felt rc

He cn-

But this fragment of & verse sepmed liko |

Was there ot

a|

John Short had

e church, had

al

quite & while. ~ But he found

the plummet of his thought had not reached |
ttom of this
the martyrs had died for the faith, and his
heart has been stirred a8 he had read .of
crael tortpres andgagonizing deaths, but

He kmew how

mend.  What was a living

ort. It had beed his

That was |
most rel be had
gs. To provide & home | ¢
theee mger sisters

ife. The fath

God apoe

God is asking just such sacrifices.
cannot understand it, and the yoke bears
heavily upon you.
are past, bt God asks for heroism, faith,
| obedience now
has its
they make no outcry, they are still, but
God is watching them
is removed, they
use

study—study.
sonles and chordwand ‘arpeggios unless I |
what, to

eeptions, it needs nGt 10 be said
that the clowin,
kind of mum.ﬁ

|y

e

“oitloo « for her.

bow much snnshine he provided for them,
he could not but rejoice that he could bear
the burden for them

These living sacrificés are iore dom- |

mon than we think ; many & one is offer-
ing them to God, a sweet smelling savor.
They come up ns holy incense to the Mas-
ter. They are the alabaster box of preci
ous ointment broken upon the bleased feet
They have no chronicler, no recital ; be
hind prayer and sermon, they reach the
very .,.m}‘.w.:. The apostle seemed
to John t6have had him in mind; the

Spirit dent home the words, “1 heseech

But God uses the chisel only long
euough 1o shape the stone. When we bear
the Image we receive the orown. When

John Bhort acoepted the sacrifioe with n

but it was a narrow |

Perhaps, after all, |
this was a reasonable service, and he might |
ke it holy ; and as- he looked upon the |

‘her gyes as ghe folt that on unts
she would gladly come [ck' for Another
year among them, further del
into the books which had brought”her 50
“much real delight.

Bul, once past the trying hour of parting, |
she looked forward with such glowing an-
ticipations that thie regrets were “koon for-
gotten, as she went first to make a long
promised visit to the house of an untle
who _was very dear to her.

“You see,” she said to some of her
school friends, ““ Uncle David isn’t a bit
liké some persons I've heard of. He
thinks mouths were given to us to_ smile
and laugh with, and “voices to sing with,
and folks were intended to look as if they
thought the Lord loved them and they were
glad ofit, Some folks, you know, look ne
if they thought he was frowning at them
all the fime

And Ka herine took great: pleasure in |
telling the good man all about her late
triumphs, sure of his full sy + pathy in all
which had made her happy, and not at all
afraid to let him see that she took a very
natural pride in the successes she had
fairly earned.
wish you could have been there to
hear my estay, Uncle David. .Of course
| 't going to #how it to you, and I'm sure
| you'll read every word of it and not do as
| Aunt Ruth does, just look at a line or two
here aud there and then say: “Yes, my
| dear, T sure its a chatwing production.
| But your reading it won't be as if you had
| been there to hear me, uncle—the great

hall, lighted up_and trimmed with ever-
greens, and the band, and all the little girls
%0 beantifully dressed—and they did say
mine was the prettiest dress there. And
the applause, you know !—and the flowers.
And .{mllxm- introduced me to some of
her friends when it was over—they're- all
very stylish people!—and told them that
for years I had been one of her best scholars

il shey Sl
Y

—wasn't that pleasant 7"

“ Very pleasant indeed, dear,” said her
uncle, taking the opportunity given by the |
first pause in her overflow of words to offer |
her & more comfortable seat than the low |
stool she had taken at his foet. And Kath- |
erine, in the midst ot all her innocent ful- |
uess of herself, watched with eyes grown |
more appreciative with the growing years,
the beaming affection of his smilé and the |
gentle benignancy of his manner,wondering |
within herself if there is anywhere to be |
found such beauty and sweetness and dig- |

nity os she always found in the manners |

of those who add the character of the |
Christian minister to that of the m‘nlle-i
man s

“Yes,” she went on, “all my marks
were high, some at the maximiun, that is

| one hundred you know-~and all well up in
the nineties. ~ You'll be pleased to see how
far I got in Latin, uncle—I always liked
lnnguages. And how I did plough into
those dreadful mathematics ! ll'-lhor want-
od me to give n good deal of attention to
them, although I had n for them |
myself”

| You'll be sure to find-the beueflt of *it

| some day, Katherine

taste

more, complainings, the Hght broke, and |  ““ 8o futher sayn. I've brought yo
blessing oame.  One sister went 10 & howse | some plotures [ painted, uncle, and I'm |
of har own ; his employer d'od, and by the | golug to have them framed-to hang up in |
help of his friends ook the business | your study. And | want 0 sing W you. |
I .o ble intereat. FTe] 1 loncned & great many of the old Sootoh
ba | practially been st the head of it Tor | songs-because you ead mohey {lis them
yoars, and now he would have wo mare | Yoo, You,” sabl Katherine, with & thought
remponabil with lange turua The | tul shake of the hoad Madame snid 1
fature ook g | b (| bhad loft n goosd recong aa & soholar
have rewand |m‘v10|- hear lear hwil Y
Tw - e Joh Bhort | groat sabisfhotion 10 you all your life 1o e
rond that veree in Romans | his o homed ember that v have made sach »
beer ving saorifioe * sinoe his tather | uee of the ppportunities with w o)
bad died, and Bie had uot koown ity hehad | have boen blossed. 1 hope Kadhorine
done his-duty, but At had been & lark | wan laid his hand sfeotionally
el It was Bashed 0 Kim that ) v a. hoad that the othetr sde f »
offering s ressonable service™ W hin i o o good
Lord, and then he went patiently with I do uite understand you udele
nrger hope and lighter burden.  The busi- We are all leaving a double rvord be
ness prospered, he wade some unusuglly | '8 8 we pass through lite The |
good ‘contracts, he found his Master with rd you apeak of is shown lu the high
him in the fire, and he was not consume !, | marks you received in sohool 8¢ the result |

pled him wad ‘wau- well plensed

And the

ome. oam ast, blessed and
weetened by (he ciousness of duty
lone, sacrifices met, the inevitable con
quered. He knew now what * a living

wactifige ” meant, his body had been offer- |
od to God for thi

sTen years of hard toil,
self-denial, sweet hopes held in abeyance,

and now the victory and reward

““ Aggnes,” said John, as they entered

their pew home, beautiful in design ang |
appointment, “ I believe it will be all the
| more preciots for the waiting, for we have

builf into it the faith and patience and love

f all these years

John, and altar, board and fire-
bave his blessing, because wo
both abedience and scri-

i

e given him

Some may read.'thesé lihes of whom
You

The fire and torture

This nineteenth century
martyrs. 1 have known them,
When the dross
will be fit for the Master’s
Obsercer

Two Viows of School Days.

Finished at Jast !

No more study-
No

more practicing of
No mae drilly of classes and
iving by the sound of a bell.”

Katherine was rejoicing in the few last

days of school with the enjoyment which
comes only to those who
performs
| ndd that to this faithful performance she

ave faithfully
their school duties. When we

bronght an intelligent mind and quick per
further
of her school tire was o
h which she bad o full right
o enjoy heartily 2

She #00 | Righest in most of her classes,

| wod in sddition w & good grounding in the | ently upon the hearts of these about them
salid part of a modern education, had | That none of their careful oalotlations iy

| @iven eareful auention to sueh lighter ac- | figures and problems will work out results

| coniplishments as are usually

by young girls of taste, The foal days of

examination were not looked” forward to |
with dread, but entered into with assured | dure long after

eeling

Jlnn by days and mooths and
cars i

he after '
|

our hours of hard study, in the eultive- |
vd by what you have gained |
woquaintances with lnguages and
Al these things show. in_some way

ther But how has it been with your
silent record on the hearts of others? How
minny people are better, mare conscientious,
more Christian-like because of these yoars
| you have spent in their midst 7

“TUncle, I haven't thought of that.”

Katherine's face wore & more thought-
ful look e he went ow L
“ The memory of your thorough scholar-
ship and your brilliant accomplishment
will €oon fade out. Very few will long re-
member who graduated this year with the
bighest honors.  Butif in your daily life
you quietly showgd that you were filled
with the gpirit of the Master, and were
| siming to_live by the guidance of that
spirit you have exercised an influence upon
those who have been abomt you, which will
never pass away. If you have set an ex-
mnrle of conscientious performance of duty
with a higher motive than mere self-im-
provement or the seeking of “worldly ap-
proval, asyou have striven to do everything
as uito the Lord, bearing always a meek
and lowly spirit, your school: life will be
blessed to others {wside yourgelf, M’\] you
| may earnestly hope o hate Mows seed
which, watered by the Master’s hand, niay
nprinﬂ op into eternal Jife.”
4 “Oh, Uncle David,” said Katherine,
|t

1 of your

scien- |

or

with"tears in her eyes, “T have not done
I'bave thought very little of such
things. And now my ‘school life is past
| and gone and I can never do what T might
|, bave done. I wish somebody had told mé
véars ago.

*Never mind Katherine,” her uncle
| said, kindly. * Your school days are t
aod you cannot recall them. But the best
part of life is still before you, and you can
make it beautiful for yourself and ‘others.”

Yes, toll it the L._u and gifls who
still have the blessed opportunities of life's
moming.  Tell them that, far more dis-
| Unctly and indelibly than to-day they write
| essnys and exervises are they writing il

more sure than the results of their daily
walk and conversatior, That the influence
of their o relessly spoken wonds will en

idr tongues are no longer
cunning in languages <N ¥. Obgerver. |

young face and

P wnd |
without undue effort. Her bright,
graceful, ‘dmple "l‘:m-ﬂ.-- Pate Cod

o :

Liver ON,

‘Wwon for her & host

o
bad u very

“ But I'm 'y all,” - ahe
heo tho; sorry, after

& remady
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