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Text. — Epbewians, 4th “ohajrad Bi 
verse. ne Lord, one faith, cae baptisn 

This text has ben selected for me by 
asother whom 1° do not parsosally know, 
bat who evidently ix ast  Bapuse, and 
ususlly not an attendant on divine service 
here, Hix inotive im sekiog me 10 preach 
from the passage is not a pareat, esa 
ouly be surmised. The quest however 
seems candid, and sincere, and I comply 
with it to-night, because it w.I! give we the 
opportunity Ww show how far we as Baptists | rg) 
£° with 

of 
her divisions in the grest army 

God, and where we go apart, 
hosored 

what 

unites us with brethren ia the 
geoeral hou-vhuld of faith, sod what op 
en ne. A namber morsover are this 

hour to follow Christ in baptism, sod'in 
the congregaiion ered 10 witoess their 
pod confers on there doubtless are many 
Bot in sympathy with our views, or. preg 
thoes, and if we frst may have for a litle 
space (heir eam, they may look with 
Kkindlier eyes upon the rite, 

Firet, then, we sry 1 od with the 
great brotherhood of JailAAd men in 
recognizing Chript as head over all tinge 
do Ba church. 
We day as emphation’ly ax sav other 

body of God's saints * Oa Lord 7 If there 
be ove company ot the Sav ‘a followers 
whose testimony has pever wavered in de 
claring dens of Nesareth God maaifest in 
the flesh, the oily source of spiritual life, 
and the only hope of suy soul living or 
dying, it in that company in which we 
march. To this, those who are outside of 
our ranks have sod borne evi- 
dence, When along the shores of Massa: 
chusefts Bay the very churches founded 

the Puritans dewied the Lord that bought 
drove Him from His place in their 

ies a4 God's oqual sod everlasting 
, pulliog Him ote to the level of a 

creature, our few, and then feeble churches 
were left nearly alone to keep the 6ld ban 
ner flying with the inspired inscription 
written ov its folds, There is Spon 
Has under heaven given among m 

we must be saved.” When in 1h 
dityor ton every Congregational church 
excepting the Old South, had surrendered 
to the enemy, and when evangelical views 
tottered even there, our ch stood’ 

rath the 
peat, new lite rh igre present and immor- 
lity ia & world to come. 

Nore bull, Hoate we join others ence we 
hu aia kind. We co-opérate wil a 

Sunday-school Unions, 
Tone iy twins Associations, in frie Nol but 

work. 
— Spel the het 5 tratha of our hol 

nu weit TA by 

faction = (ry 3 od 4 
« where ve min 

ha que Irie: ve views, 
hours if maintaining wad 
"that ws in common share. Where our 
nou papers print » 

heir coum i) . nm 

pet [rig 4d reli 
Bundayeehools 

foreing truths which 
There were nearly one hundred thousand 

oon verta welcomed to our chirobies in the 
United States duriog 1882. ig rency = 
umber there was not ope who wl 
paper pre red 
was answered as the Jolly ». Phili 
was bY the apostle, and #4 sny sakious 
inquirer is-answ still by every gospel 

When this year shall end, and 
titades now goeking Ohrist in #0 m 
our churches shall have been gath in, 
we shall probably aumber not much less 
than two sod a half millions of members ; 
sod there will not be one of the p 
who, so far as he understands the: 
not readily’ per, 302) to the cardin 
trines ‘presented iu’ the creeds, aud loster 
chisms, aiid confessions of other evany-|i 
cal sects. We hold then with oth; - 
the headship of the Lord Jesus Chriss, aud 
to the main features of faith as Nan 
Christians of every name. 80 far we: 
wide by side with all the redeemed of God 
stand shoulder to shoulder, keeping 
mop wii , step. 

iy 
om, vil 

like rocks amid a surgtng sea, and gave 
solid footing for the old faith. Tn 1829 
is Beesclier stood v: 4 in our First 

urch, Bosign, aod frankly said, “ You 
Baptists kept your light burning sad shin- 
ing when ours had gone out.” 

say therefore we are thoroughly one 
with all who hold to the Kingship and the 
Priesthood of the Redeemer. 
The Missouri, the Sweetwater, and the 

Yellow Stone, great rivers of our north 
west, liave not only a common destination, 
but & commo® source. When in the Mis 
sissippi they finally meet and mingle their 
separate tides, it in as old friends that they 
come together, snd go to ewell the fulness 
of the ses. Leagues aod leagues away, 
where the Rog Mountains cast their 
shadows, these streams took their rise. 
And took them very near together too 
Su pring ushing out of the eame bills 
op t listle lakelets lying like 

pa. silver amid the ¢ heights 
they drew their su plied en 
0 sweep sway. y 1 wl at Inst they 
fn 5 Jah Ay hrokea it is as 

uly home, 
theirs in the % 

that Sng. & “Unto Him Red us,” 
out ou earth to-day as it shall rol! rough | § 
the skier in the near future, and no voices 
shall lend ours in the grand chorus, 
Aud uo less raldily, and no less heartil: 

thao others, do we join in hailing this 
Saviour as the coming King. We keep 
company with all the redesmed in acknow- 
lodging Him as the 0 as well aa 
Abe fe last, as well as the first in our 

hopes. Our life lies hidden 
with Him in the past, but our trust centres 
in Him for the future. Holy soticipation 
leaps acrume the ages, and sees in the hands 
ores nailed to the cross, the sceptre of a 
a ged and irreversible dominion. The 
inner of Pardon, the Reader of the Grave, 

the Opener of Paradise, is to reccoupy His 
throne, Lord of earths lords, enduring, 
overconing, invincible. 

Oblivion may engulf: the record of our 
little lives, but we see His name rising 
higher and higher, wore lustrous than 
noontide sun, far we say with all the 
blood- washed, “One Lord.” 
And meantime, in the present, here and 

now, we ize this Christ as the one 
Law-giver, and Leader, and Exemplar. We 
take nothing upon hearsay, or tradition. 

- We walk in no ways simply because they 
were Lavelled by the fathers: On ques- 
tions of duty we ask only, what does the 
aster command? His utterances and 

example are authorities from which there 
is vo appeal. His voice, and his 
footsteps are 10 be followed, no matter 
whither they lead. His life is to be repro- 
duced, far ‘as those who are frail and 
faulty, may do it before men’s eyes. When 
young artiste are at their studies they are 
set before dome master-piece, some grand 
creation of chisel or’ pencil, to copy it. If 
it is & bit of statuary, they follow every 
curve sod live. To bring out of the cold 
warble, something like that is the aim, 
Nay, perhaps not with marble, but with 

“clay their first attempts are made, And 
#0 the renewed soul sits down to sfudy and 
reproduce Him who hogy: incarnate God 
waa incarnate . Bat alas, we too 
have caly clay on which to work, and ‘so 
it is but a marred copy of the Divine model 
thet we mould. Yet we are struggling to 
pattern after it, and some day we know 
our poor clay copy shall ‘grow into His 
image. “I ohall be satisfied wh when I awake 
with Thy likeness,” orien the Poalmist, snd 
the beloved di eiph neads back the anawer- 
ing echo, “We shall be like Him, for we 
shall vie Him as He in.” 
~ “Oye Lord.” Run that watch-werd 

“dows the line, O. sacramental host of 
God's #lect, and _— hg greet it with a 

ye with oj 
bering cho in yy X ‘undamen pel 

Jeosy of God, aad as binding | Water 
time. 

We hold as tenacious); 2 aay hail 
or oan to the doctrine o deep, —A]i- 
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EY Lo gly we say, One Lord, and 
ne Faith. 

Now we come to the point clearly indi- 
cated in the text where we break ranks 
with comrades in the grand army, for— 

Thirdly, we hold to one baptism, and 
only one. 

‘ossibly some one listening to my worde 
to-night, belonging to some 
fold, may be y to exclaim, 
100 believe in only - baptism, 
in opposition to you is that th 
thau.one mode, or form; and we do net poe 
Lieve that the mode, or the form, is material 

he rite.” 
e ge dh the New ria 

n 
ho erg a distinct xtsance whi 
calls baptiem, and that 

ery avowed 
n is to po ‘what that 

hat it in" thie ged im- 
mediate age is ly & meiter of dispute 
among, the first Christian scholars of our 

in,ap an article in the 

Fr . written 3.1 3 little ys, “Ia 

fw 
Jerusalem, whi 

i ta tlt one the ile 
ng oF, wash- 

ing. The oe Bi thé heads of 
the converts, [p/ to’ the Jie 
of heaven new’ 
was the Apostolic 

themike 
and the rising up again of the new ht 
For the first thirteen centuries the almost 
universal practice was that those who were 
baptized were plunged, submerged, im- 
mersed, into the water, which is the very 
weaning of the word baptize, Even in te 
church of Eagland it is still observed i 
theory. Elizabeth and Edward the Sixth 
were both immersed, but in practice it 
gave way with the beginning of the seven- 
teenth centu The ancient Soave has 
been gradual ly driven re the 
whole of Europe, thou, p poh bt 
the sanction of the isles’ bond Shel 
Master.” 
This frank avowal of a great 

in the ga ehec church of OC Eagiand, forty 
have at length that you may know 
what ys regarded as the testimon far hie» 
on Nesnder, whose “Church 

“Planting sod Training of the Oh 
tino Church” have given his name a world- 
wide celebrity, says, “The practice of im« 

waa beyond doubt + em in the 
wholé.church.” Dr. Phil y mornin! his 
history, of the ic Church, says, 
“Immersion was unquestionabl the origi- 

| form of baptism.” John alvin says, 
Baph ism was administered by John and 
Chet 2 pigs the whole body under | follow. 
water.” Stuart in referring to the 
practice of the early church, says, “It is a 
thing made out—the actios of immersion. 
I cannot see how it ds possible for any 
candid man who te the subject to 
deny this.” If you gonsult the Edinburgh 
Encyclopedia or the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica you will find that it ‘was sot till 1643 
that the Westminster Assembly of Divines 
voted to change the form of baptism, sad | 
even then the Shang waa made by a bare | 
majority of one. he vote stool twenty- 
four for retaining immersion, twenty-five 
for discoutisulg it 
ph all this is the evidence of men who 

opponents, rather than our friends, 
enh wai ee seem to settle, beyond gn 
pee t Baplibm ‘mest in the on. 

yr Gm i-o6lves being the 
rl waa the act originally 
a! deviate from it, now 7 
talk t modes of m_ soy hl 
than t moded of tance oF fits? 
"It 'we br Pres. joe (or Amis Bo] we 
soma it altogether 
Eau it ome SEE 

i VE h se wil 
altbgéther in ‘the admiiotration 

m, However we 
wird 

. J 

truth aa we Sot fe AaprapRe: 6: #80 on 

no right. 
ours to obey. 
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ye We gladly od it them a8 soon as 
os 

ele Tt 

a 

mp Rediew, 
the 

Testaneent iv wiliny reipeching dhe Bubject, 
of infant haptis,” 

Ueyry Ward ‘Beecher, after 
entire sermon {5 the dh 

not what it commands. 
ghanes, vi is not ours to legislate. I 

“The Argument 4 
taked this 
A po a 

HT pi ke 
= 
et = 3 

consider our Lord's ol 
ATE peg Ui 

takes 
It bows with others green it 

of a common 

our practices, and 
“preaching theth 

¢ Wr on none who differ with 
us save as we do it by our steadfast adher- 
ence to God's commands, 
We ask every candid inquirer to com 

our practice with the teachin, 
ture, and invite him to come 
when be is fully pers: 
wind, Charity toward fellow disgiples we 
will not refuse to exercise, but loyalty to 
Christ we put firet. 
One Lord, One Faith, One gr re 

here we stand, here we must N 
ing shall hinder ws from offering for fellow 
disciples of every name that, old time 

“Peace 4) within thy walls,” but 
ob A shall ‘hinder us from proclaiming 
truths which’ they fail to ses’ or fail to |- 

who have fond oe 
and peace in believing, ok, 
pathy with the uttebadoss of 
send out the cordial Tavita 
thou with use’ and to any we gr 
yet accepled the gift of "Gok 
eternal Life in Jesus Christ oo Lord, 

“J the Baviour calls, 
Yield to Hin Power, 

0 grieve Him not away, 

ep not 

ends. - 
i it he i i ein Le 

iar prin for ther is willing 
{€ nead be to stand alos. 
We — no 

We mi 

And now to 

ory— 

is mercy’s hour” 

: Ax Awrey Doox | A nay pature ja 
avoided by t+ who h n foresi 

Tron who read (hid who 
witl lose’ dn tiny in wei wi 
Forni Maino learn 
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reply, sod vaugely A she Jd no ¥ wi wou! 
something. Afr » moment she 

Sod 
* You dou blame me, do you, ms, for 

10 lave & deomt dress © wear to 

“Oh, po.” sald her mother | “I thought, 
, your blue cheoked silk wae quite 

nd To but think how forever I've worn 
 ¥g 

, 1 sdmil® ssewered 

only expat to wear white 
" ~ 

“| like % edge 20 teach you fo slog an 

fr) 18 would you? But ¥ have s Bo 
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It holds with them the eading dootries bait to 
of Christian faith. 

It rejoices With them in the advancement 
Kingdom, sad in the pros 

tof a common inheritance when this 
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