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Text. — Epbenians, 4th “ohajrad 51
werse. One Lord, one fuith, oae baptivn

This text has bpen selected for me by
asother whom 1° d0 not parsosally know,
bat who evideatly ix At  Bapuse, and
ususlly not an sttandant on divine service
here,  Hix inotive i sekiog me w0 preach
from the passage is not & pareat, eaa
ouly be surmised. The rmquest bowever
seemn candid, and _sincere, and I comply
with it to-night, beasuse it w11 give we the
opportu yw.h-hw!u'cu&puu
£0 with other divisions in the grest army
of God, and where we go apart, what
unites ue with hosored brethres in the
geoeral hou-vhuld of faith, sod what wt
rates ns. A namber morsover are this
hour o follow Christ (n baptism, sod'in
the congregasion
gl confors 0n there doulitiess are many
Bot in sympathy with our views, or. prag
tioes, and if we frst may have for o litle

wpace (heir eam, they may look with
Kkindlier eyes upo the rite,

Firet, then, we -vllcl? 1rn with the
great brotherhosd of Jailhid men in
recognizing Chript as head cver all Muyn
4o Ba church.

We day s« emphation’ly ax sav other
body of God's waints * Oas Lol 7 If there
be ove company ot the Sav ‘s followers
whose testimnony has pever wavsred (o de-
claring decns of Nesareth God maaifest in
the flesb, the odly source of spiritaal life,
and the only hope of suy soul liviag or
dying, it in that compsny in which we
march. To this, those who are outaide of
our ranks have sod borne evi-
dence, When aloog the shores of Massa-
chusefts Bay the very churches founded

the Puritans dewied the Lord that bought

drove Him from His place in their

ies a4 God's oqual sod everlasting

, pulliog Him dovn to the lavel of a

creature, our few, and then feeble churches

were left nearly alone to keep the 6ld ban-

ner flying with the ihspired - inscription

written ov its folds,  There is moﬁor
Bln under heaven given among m

we must besaved.” When in th!

enyl ton every Congregational church

exoepling the Old South, had surrendered

to the enemy, and when "nphcnl views

tottered even there, our ch stood '

ered 10 witness their i

trath the
peat, new lite {or l.hl M‘v sad immor-
wlity ia & world to come.
Nere bull, " Hoate wejoin
others ence we
of s unun kind. We co-opérate wil m
Sunday-school Unions,
l'ong.‘u mb M‘ in
i Yol but

work.
'm uyol the vml tratha of our hol

wou
xvouq of m-.m“
ey print & colpm:
sble ‘t‘:‘.‘ny reli
Bundayeehools

foreing truths which
There were nearly oue hundred thousand
[ 0on verta welcomed 1o our chirobies in the
United Sistes duriog 1882, bh .lllh':
aumber there was not ope who w!
louk""xddlldabhund';"
was anawered as the ]Aﬂ ». Phili
was by the apostle, and &4 sny sakious
inquirer is-answ still by every gospel

When this year shall end, and
titades now mlnn Ohrist in 80 m
our churches -hul have been gath in,
we shall probably aumber not much less
than two sod a half millions of members ;
sod there will not be one of the p
who, #o far as he understands the:
not readily’ -n\ncnbe to the cardin
trines ‘presented iu' the creeds, aud cn-
chisms, siid confessions of other evany-|i
oal sects. We hold then with othi;-
the hesdship of the Lord Jesus Chrisi, aud
to the main features of -faith as thJJ
Christians of every name. 80 far we:
wide by side with all the redeemed of God
stand shoulder to shoulder, b'pm‘
ﬁcg '( lhp

iy
"‘-m

like rocks smid a surgtng sea, and gave
solid footing for the ols faith. Tn 1829
Lg-uu Beesclier stood ut in our First
urch, Bosign, aod- frankly said, “ You
BApu-u kept your light burmng sad shin-
ing when ours had gone out.”
say therefore we are thoroughly one
with all who hold to the Kingship and the
Priesthood of the Redeemer.

The Missouri, the Sweetwater, and the
Yellow Stone, great rivers of our north
west, liave not only & common destination,
but & commo® source.  When in the Mis-
sissippi they finally meet and miogle their
separaie tides, it in as old friends that they
ocome together, snd go o ewell the fulness
of the ses. Leagues aod leagues awsy,
where the H_-ciy Mountaine cast their
shadows, these streams took their rise.
And ook them very near together too
Cool npnng- uhn-f out of the rame bills

s; listle lakelets lying like
nhm silver amid the ¢ heights
they drew their su hu,ud en
0 sweep sway. nd wl ot Inat they
lnrmnumu uv« hrokea it is as

uly bome,
theirs in ch l
that m‘. “Unto Him lond --,
out ou earth to-day e it shall rol! lhrw:l
the skier in the near future, and no voices
shall lend ours in the grand chorus,

Auduo less raldily, and no less heartil:
thao others, do we Jjoin in hailing this
Saviour as the coming King. We keep
company witki all the redesmed in acknow-
ledging Him as the O s well s
Alphn. lhe laat, as_ well as the first in our

hopes. Our lfe lies hidden
with Hm. in the past, but our trust centres
in Him for the future. Holy soticipation
lup-nun the ages, and sees in the hands
once puiled o the cross, the sceptre of &
G]fd(u aod irreversible dominion. The
inner of Pardon, the Reader of the Grave,
the Opener of l’uldm, is to reccoupy His
throne, Lord of earth’s Jords, rncﬁmng,
overconing, invincible.

Oblivion may engulf: the record of our
little lives, but we see His name rising
higher and higher, wore Justrous than
noontide sun, far we say with all the
blood-wushied, “One Lord.”

And meantime, in the present, here and
now, we ize this Christ as the one
Law-giver, and Leader, and anplu We
take nothing upon hearsay, or tradition.

- We walk in no ways simply because they

were Lavelled by the fathers: On ques-
tions of duty we ask only, what does the
aster command?  His utterances and
example are authorities from which there
is vo appeal. His voice, and his
footsteps are 10 be followed, no matter
whither they lead. His life is (o be repro-
duced, far as those who are frail and
faulty, may do it before men’s eyes. When
young artiste are st their studies they are
set before dome master-piece, some grand
creation of chisel or' pencil, o copy it. If
it is & bit of statusry, they follow every
curve sod live.  To bring out of the cold
warble, something like that is the aim,
Nay, perhaps not with marble, but with
are made, And
#0 the renewed soul sits down to sfudy and
reproduce Him who benu incarnate God
'uinwnu . Buat alas, we too
bave caly clay on which to work, and ‘so
it is but & marred copy of the Divine model
thet we mould. Yet we are struggling to
pattern afler it, and some day we kuow
our poor clay copy sball ‘grow into His
image. “Lohall ht -n-ﬂcd when I awake
with Thy likeness,” orien the Poalmist, snd
the béioved di eiph neads back the anawer-
ing echo, *“We sbnll b- like Him, for we
shall vie Him o He in.”
. “Oue Lord.” Run that watch-werd

" dows the liwe, O. sacramental host of

God"s #lect, and nouc -bm greet it with &
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Y Lo gly we say, One Lord, and
ne Faith.

Now we come to the point olearly indi-
cated in the text where we break ranks
with comrades in the grand army, for—
Thirdly, we hold to one baptiem, and
only one.
‘ossibly some oue listening to my worde
tornight, belonging to some
fold, may be y to exclaim, *
100 Delieve in only one baptism,
in opposition to you i that th
thaun.one mode, or form; and wi
Lieve that the mode,or the lonn. is mcml
he rite.”
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Y8 forms. It

nuﬂhhu I distinot Ghnot which it
ulll baptiem, and ular act xt
onu on every avowed disciple of Chribt.
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not at it n " the im-
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unong the first m scholars of our.
an in,ap an article in the
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the converts, |h to’ the ll.M

of heaven new'
was the Apostolie

themike

and the rising up again of the new ull
For the first thirteen centuriea the almost
unfvérasl practice was that those who were
baptized were plunged, sabmerged, im-
mersed, into the water, whioh is the very
weaning of the word baptize, Even in u,a
church of Eagland it is still observed i
theory. Elizabeth and Edward the !nxﬂa
were both immersed, but in practice it
gave way with the hqmmn‘ of the seven-
teenth centu: The ancient mga has

been gradual y driven md the
whole of Europe, thou, j bt
the sanction of the puuntudt
Master.”

This frank avowal of & great
in the uhbhahed church of En‘hnd {

have at length that you may know
what %e regarded as the testimon of h:o-
torx. Nesnder, whose “Church
“Planting sod Training of the Chrln-
tisn Church” have given his name a world-
wide oelebrity, says, “The practice of im«
waa beyond dowbt puulent in the
wholé.church.”  Dr. Phil rsﬂohln his
history, of the ic Church, says,
“Immersion was mx‘nutloubl the origi-
| form of baptism.” ~John alvin says,
% ism was administered by John and

water.” Stuart in referring to the
practice of the early charch, says, “It is a
thing made out—the uuolmmmm
I cannot see how it s possible for any
und‘dman who mha the subject to
deny this.” 1f you gonsult the Edinburgh
Encyclopedia or the Encyclopedia Britan-
nica you will find that it ‘was ot till 1643
that the Westminster Ansembly of Divines
voted to change the form of baptiam, sad |
even then the chuf waa made by & bare |
mwajority of one. he vote stootl twenty-
four for'retaining immersion, twenty-five
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We ask every candid inquirer tocom

our practice with the teachin
ture, and invite him to come
when be is fully
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wind, Charity toward fellow disgiples we
will not refuse o exercise, but loyalty to

Christ we put firet.

One Lord, One Faith, One Mlm——
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