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Messense rand Visitor, | 

WEDNESDAY, Prosi anv 19, HEE 

THE DUTY OF THE NOUR 

Tus bears ‘of ome Christies readers 

must be cheered by the news from the 

churches, as recoded in the Muserrora 
asm Visvas for the last week or two. The 
fond is working in many places. [ns most 
ens the work is of the more gS Rly 

which prosuses well for its reality and per- 
mansncy Io swuwe cases there inthe joy of 
large inguthering. While thee are glad 
tidings, they whould belp 10 awaken all 
pastors sad believers 0 greater ardor in 

the Land's service. In some ‘places where 
thie Lond w working, the blessing has tar- had’ 

mewn appeared powerldes to 
es td wens cradled in indiffer- 
nce. It dan niw be seen thatdbe preach- 
ing of the godpel by brethren whose hearts 
failed thew from discouragement, was 

weeding the ground for o grand reaping, 
and that the prayers and tears of the faith- 
ful were treqsured up as & memorial be- 

fore God. We ofwen get rather “mournful 
letters faithful brethren, because 
Gey do uot see the aults they wish. 

from 

® Take heart, be brave, be faithful, trast in 
God, the resulis kre sure 

In timer when God is pouring eut his 
pir, Cbristisns should be much in 
prayer Balai ix ever ready to take ad- 
vantage of opportunities to hinder and 
liam the work of soul-saving. Many souls 

are on the brink of decision, sod it is to 
be determined whether it is to be for life 

or death” Ton i= will be the lond- 
ont and the das The faith and the 
fuithiulness of workers wey fail, while 

God owl waiting pour out a yet 
richer blessing The church way be eo 
easily satisfied, and, instead of making the 

blewsing airvady gained an encouragement 

10 seek greater thingk, © may quiet the 
the fongiug it should but feed. Many 

perils also beset the converts + their 
apiritunl childhood, ss Satan seeks 10 des: 
troy the usetulions of (hose whose souls 

be hoe not been able completely to ruin 
How muck watchiulness nod prayer there 

should be shen! How near Christians 

should sek 10 lisy to the Master How 
they should place thewarl ves upon gd was completed! Was Johs wrong when 

he prossunced the curse of God on all 
But copreially should times when God who should add to the tesching of the 

aller anew covery das 

» opening. the windows of honives lo 0 

many, be ssasons of serious thought to 

churches which ae not sharing in the 
Messing The enguiry should be in ouch 

hone why sre we not abs Messed 1s it 
Loman we ho wast demise with sufficient 

ord In beocntior the spirit of the 

church, is worldly * 1s sin being harbored? | 
+ Aw the unwor biebded * 1s the atmor 
pe re d = Porsonous 1 

Piritia I God wirust tender 

buhoe Ol ite power 7 Ix there 
Are the peo 

por the 

searching on 

work ¥ 

s which the ere 
1 vuiries ng 

the displays of 

ery eye, in their 

supeh. For what am 1 living? 
What is my 

+ hindrance 

I have = star 
i crown of rejoicing? Lagny life n+ 

gor a'bane 7 Be asmured, brother, 
it you are hogling aloof, while others 

u are & hindrance. 1f there 

of grees church, it w 

be quite « 

sud life pone 1 Ca 
w look up 6 your Lord who bins died 0 

hema, while yo 

tired vothe: 

have fhe power to 
ae that you have bow 

helped bw? 
Finally, the upsaved should be stirred | should reign on that day,were the churches 

by peouliar feelings, is times when God is | vieing with each ath 
visiting bis people. The brighter the light 

the darker the shadow | 

saved, is just whew wen are being 
lost. It is from the very door of 

the Kingdow, sod from the clinging grasp 

§ and impressions ratlier than to the word 

especially gs they | 

the wore glorivas | 

the truth or blessing, the wore terrible the | nik, could we suppose our Tord and bis 
thyorse side. When men are being alio- | apostior would so do? 

| 

| 10 keep introducing “novelty 

pouring of power How 
be, were all the churches your | 
How angels would rejoice! How our Lord 
would be satisfied, ss he saw of the travail 
of hs soul | Shall we not every one pray 
for this? N dod iF 

In our Inst we showed (hat the Army 

disregard and - neglect Seripture instite: 
tons The disregard and neglect 
of them wre oftes  (ransformed. into 
positive opposition to them. Dr. Cuyler, 
one of the kindlisst of men, says, Geniral 
Booth “has & bad way of depreciating the 
Christian sacraments,” and that they deal 
in “denunciations of the regular churches.” 
One of the most prem ineut captains of the 

Army in the Maritime Provinces oharso- 
terined baptism, which » friend of ours 
was urging as » duty that the converts of 
the Army should perform, as “the greatest 
devil they had to contend with.” It is no 

secret here, any more than in Baglaed, 
that the leaders in the Army are ever ready 

to disparage the churches. We know of 
one who referred the terrible words of our 
Lord, “Woe unto ‘you, hyposrites,” to the 
churches. It is true that the churches 
are not what they ought to be; but they 
have existed here a long time, and it is not 

well ‘for every stranger that comes along 
with but a few weeks’ record in the com- 
munity to begin to proclaim, “I am holier 
thas thou.” 

We refrain from reference to their doc. 
trine of i aad eatire if 

tion, which is made more promiueni than 
any other, and which has ever been associ- 

sted with low ideas of holiness and with 
spiritual pride. But we wish to call par- 
ticular aftention to their doctrine as to the 
place of the Scriptures. They are said to 

be authoritative, it is true, and aH profesed 
revelations which do net square with them 

are 1 be rejected. General Booth insists, 
however, with all emphasis, that there are 

DIRECT REVELATIONS 

to the souls of men now as in days of) old, 
It is declared that God communicates his 
will to men in another way thao through 
the written word. The proof is two-fold : 

“It has always been his custom to raise ap 
prophets who shall directly convey his 

wishes to men,” and the Saviour promised 
his Spirit to his people to “lead them into 
all truth.” General B. scouts the idea 

that his promise was confined to the apos- 
tle to who it was first addressed, and 

says that Christians now are to expect 

direct revelations of truth. What does all 
this mean? Are we 10 have prophets to- 

day as the Jews did of old? Is the Chris 
tian world, generally, all wroag in suppos. 
ing that the prophetic office was discon- 
Unwed when the canon of the Boriptures 

Bible? Does General Booth consider him- 
20i0- » prophet, and does this explain his 

d of #0 many ltiea ? We do 
bh 10 press the teaching of the Gen- 

naual beyond ite real intention, 
but there appears (0 be here a most mis 

chievous dootrine, which is also a very 

Lat it be once supposed 

wien can have direct revelations from God 
and. there will not be wanting those among 

ignorant who will suppose they 

The authority of the Berip- 
tures will no longer be paramount. There 

will be o disposition (0 resort to feelings 

fundamente! one 

the more 

have them 

of God... The Scriptures will be less relied | 

upon in dealing with men’s souls, and there 
will be faith built up upon feeling, rather 

| tha thic sure promise of God. From what 
we hear, there is little use made of “the 

Bible to-day in the meetings of the Army. 
It is chiefly experience. - The soldiers are 

taught to believe that they will have direct 

messages from God to men. The deach- 
ing that God makes direct révelations to 

men has been, in the past, from the days 
of Montanus on, the source of rant and wild 

fanaticism. It is to be hoped that Christ- |, 

endom is becoming too enlightened to bg in 
the same danger as in the past; but it will 

not be the fault of this teaching if it be 
not #0 
Many of 

4 THE METHODS 

of the Army are, we ‘believe, most injuri- 

They foster irrev- | 
erence in reference to sacred things. What 
would be the result if all religious bodies 
should adopt similar mesos? What a 

bedium our streets would become on the 
Sabbath, instead of the holy quiet which 

ous in’ their tendency 

beat of drum and 
rattle of cymbals, eto. We cannot better 
Judge of the propriety of saything than to 

Can we imagine 
our Lord heading & Boley procsssion on 
the Sabbath day, se people parade the 

streets 10 the beat of drum sod the clash 
Ing of cymbals? Can we lmaghue him 
sending out Invitations to lallelujah wed 
dings, snd making proclamation of “hell 

of God backed by his power. byt 
legitimate way of seeking to attract 4 
bul this is waking sensationalism into 
system. There is an appesl made to the 
sensuous rather than to the spiritual. The 
Scriptures ‘show us that our Lord and his 
apostles depended upon the preaching of 
the gospel to attract. It is to be feared 
that these methods will, in many cases, 

but reach the sensuous, while people think | 
they are touched in the deeper depths of 
the spiritual, snd thus many be lod to 
build on & false foundation. And just here 
is another danger from the methods of the 
Army There is vo grounding in Serip- 
tare (ruth and doctrine. Their services 
are all experiences, exhortations, sad very 

little of say real instruction. The wast 
of solid Boripture teaching aod the depend- 
ence upon sensationalism do not make us 

5 ’ abd’ 
‘was’ acoep » foreign. 

the churches nod individuals that hed'de- od pro pn al md rgrer 

other foreign missions, were req 13 
contribute for the support of Bro. 

ordered » 

At » spaeial meeting/of the Convention 
beld at Amberst in May, 1676, it was de 

or | cided almost unaaimously that “the Tahu. 
gu field should be immediately ocoupied 
by us as an independent mission.” Our 
breth 

arpee, 
In 1841, the N.8. Associati 

committee of the Foreign Missionary Board 
10 po-operate with a committee of the N. 
B, Board to make arrangements for the 
#stablishmeut of a foreign mission, and to 

on the foreign field were greatly 

disappointed at the decision of Convention, 
but they proceeded as soon as possible to 

sélect another missionary to Pp 
Bro. Burpee. Twe years later, the Karens 
of British Burmah were selected as a suit- 

able fleld for foreign mission ry labor. 
When the Convention was: formed, in 

1646, Rev. Dr. Crawley, in his sermon be- 

fore that body, spoke of the proposed 
“union” as follows: “The importance of 
this measure for the prosperous manage- 

ment of our foreign mission hardly needs 
It is evidently i ible, in 

performing more and fur better service. 
In this (sad in these days, with 

such a combination and concentration were 
feasible enough. In such union (here 
would be fir more strength, comfort, sad 

the district selected for them, and began | profit. But the man is wot living who 
their work joyfully. They toiled on with- | could accomplish & desirable result; 

out rei n until 1878, when Miss | or if living, I fete be could be quickly and 
Carrie Hammond (now Mrs. I, C. Archi. | cruelly sleughtered for proposing such 's 
bald) was sent (o that imp flald. lidation, The -tehdenay is towards 
The were gladdened in 1882 | iselation and independence, instead of as- 
by the arrival of Rev. I. C. Archibald; i aad depend among Bap 
and two years later, Mine Wright and Mies | tist churches. In some small ities 
Gray, joined tEat devoted band of Christian 
workers. 

It mill be seen from this brief sketoh 
that our denomination in these Maritime 

hopefal of the type of Christian ch 
the Army will be the means of building, 
A Obristinn life is & hand 10 hand struggle 
with enemies of all kinds, waged in the 
secret of the soul chiefly. Nothing but the 
strong, steady power of confirmed princi- 
ples will do to make men victors jn it. It 
romaine to be seen how much of real spir- 
itual lite will remain after the charm of 

novelty is passed and sensationalism has 
lost its power, as it always must do. 
We shall genclude what we have to say 

of the Army next week, 

QUESTIONS 

A lot. Is it" proper to say, 
Church”—~meaning the ial 
Maritime Provinces, for example ? 

2nd. Is there in existe any 
proses as can be ly call 

ptist Benomination 7 i 

3rd. Are the enactments ‘of Convention 
binding on & Baptist church'? 

Huensunr Fosmay. 

Awswir 1. No! Church, in the singu- 

lar, is used in the New Testament to de- 
note a single body of believers united to- 
gether to obderve Christ's commands and 
to do him service; (2) te denote the church 

universal and invisible, including sll the 
saved ; and perhaps, in an instance or two, 
(3) todenote believers as a class, When 

there are many local bodies of believers in 
a section or provings the plural is used, 

and they are addresged as churches: Acts 
16:41; 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:1, 19; 2 Cor. 

8:1,18, 19, 23, 24, etc. We should” say, 
“the: Baptisl' Churches of the Maritime 
Provinces,” hot “the Baptist Church,” etc. 

2. We believe it proper to speak of the 
Baptist Denomination, referring to all those 
who hold the same truth and adopt the 
same polity. In the more strict sense of 
the term i ” in the i 

of the question, it would be proper perhaps 

or- 
the 

y imap 
way other way, to obtain that concentrated 
action which, it is apparent, must be. ne- 
cessary (0 the support and direction of 
mission thowssads of miles away.” At 
that time a Board of fifteen members was 
appointed for the Foreign Missionary and 
Bible cause, and Rev. Dr. Crawley wis 
chosen secretary. From the report of the 
Board the year following, we learn that 
our first foreign missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. 

Burpee, arrived #4 Mergui in the spring 
sod commenced work immediately at that 
place and ameng the Karen tribes in its 
oeighborhood. Very suon the news from 
the foreign field was so encouraging that 
the Board determined to send out a second. 
missionary family, if ‘one could be found; 

and New Brunswick agreed to pay one: 
third of the expense that might be incurred. 
The text year brought the sad intelligence 
that Mr. Burpee’s health had failed and 
that he must return to his native land. 
The Board sanctioned his return, and he 
arrived at Halifax in May, 1850. Rev. A. 
R.R. Crawley then offered himself to the 

Board and was sccepted as their mission- 
ary. As Mr. Burpee's health did not im- 
prove, and the Board was unwilling to send 
s mao to labor alone in a foreign land, 

¥ they sought an affiliation with the Ameri 
can Baptist Union. The proposed arrange- 

ment, however, was not effected. Mr. 
Crawley went to Burmah under the direc- 

tion pf the Union; and our Convention, in 
1853, voted $800 towards his support. The 

next year the suny of $600 was appropri 

ated from our foreign missionary funds for 
the same object. The Board reported to 
the Convention, in 1856, that. they had’ 
sent $400 each to the American Baptist 

Missionary Union and the English Baptist 
Missionary Society. The Convention held 
that year ordered the Board to add $200 to 

the appropriations already made to the 

only to use the word d ion of those 

churches that -have orgamic connection 
through union in the same representative 
body: 

3. Not in the legal sense, or as enget 

ments -of syneds, etc., of some other de- 
nominations are thought binding. They 
should have moral force to bind, so far a 
they commend themselves as just and 
right. The trouble is, many churches 
admit the justice and necessity of resolu- 

tions™ of Convention, and then forget “or 

neglect them. They should either pepudi- 

ate the action of their representatives or 
feel bound to help carry out the Whnelu- 
sion reached 

In'it according to the rules of Baptist 
churches, or is it right, to receive lors 
into a chuich without letters from the 
churches to which they belong ? 

It is neither the one nor the other. To 
receive without a letter is an act of dis 

courtesy to the church to which they be- 

longed, makes it impossible to preserve 
general discipline, and it leaves people in 

the strange position of having nomins) 

membership in two churches at the same 
time 

If a church member takes his dismission 
from a church to join another, and is re- 
ceived into that church by vote, and does 
not take the right hand of fellowship, is 
he a member or not ? AE 

He is a member. The hand of fellows 
ship is but to recognize publicly the mem- 

bership he already has by virtue of the 
vote of the church. 

The Objects of the Convention. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

Probably no object of the Convention 
has ever been dearer to the heart of the 
denomination than foreign missions. Very 
early in our history as Baptists it engaged 

the attention of the fathers. In the year 
1814, during an Association at Chester, 

N.8., “a contribution was made for the 
poor heathen” The amount received at 

that time was $34.60. Rev. Dr. Bill thinks 
that this was the commencement of our 

foreign missponary entérprise. = The year 
following, at an Association held at Corn- 

Missionary Union. And us there was no 

Provi bas taken a deep interest in the 
subject of foreign missions from 1814 to 
the present time, and that it has been a 
cherished object of the Convention from 
the date of ita organization till this day. 
The interest is not as deep as it should be. 
Our Foreign Missionary Board has been 
crippled for years because the churches 
did not supply the needed funds. This 
year ten thousand dollars at least are re- 
quired that the work on the foreign field 
may be properly done. Brethren and sis- 
ters have gone from our shores to the out 
posts of the earth to point sinners to the 
Saviour that we profess to love. They 
must be supported. The heathen will not 
do it; the little churches there cannot. We 
must support them, brethren, or they will 
be compelled to give up their work. Other 
brethren must be sent to our mission sta- 
tions or they will suffer. Funds are needed 
now. Ceme, then, brethren, to the help 
of the Lord, and come without delay. 

. Pd E. Day, 
Fin. Agt. and Treas. 

Yarmouth, Jan. 29. 4 

The Baptists of New England. 

BY REV. W. 8. MOKENZIE 

Official duties require me to keep my 
eyes upon the growth and strength of the 

Baptist deponfination in the six New Bag- 
land States, in order to ascertain, as well 

as I may, how far these New England 

Baptists ean and should aid in supporting 
by their contributions the enterprises of 

Foreign Missions, as projected and prose 
cuted under the auspices of the Missionary 

Union, the secend oldest Foreign Misdion 
Society in’ Ameries, and’ whos seventy- 

fourth anniversary will ocour weXt May. 

Such occasion for observation in this dis- 
trict of country, brings within wy reach a 

large amount of information, which I must 

1) snd keep in shape for constant Bro. in these pr disposed to go to 

the foreign field under the direction of our 
own Board, the sum of $200 was sent, in 

1887, to Bro. Crawley for the support of & 
native preacher, to be under his supesin- 
tendence. The year following the sum 
of $600 was appropriated to the suppert of 

Bro. Crawley, and the money collected for 
the Australian mission was sent to Mry. 

and ready reference. It suggests itself to 
my mind at this moment that the 

brethren, who are favored with the weekly 
reception of the Mussexame Axp Viaiton, 

might peruse with more or less interest & 
brief article, setting forth some facts and 
figures about these New England Baptists, 
If what is here presented is not, in the 

jud of the llent editor, deemed Crawley to assist her in the blisk 
of a school for females. The next report 

of the Foreign Mission Board stated that 
we had five native preachers laboring un- 

der the direction of Mr. Crawley, who were 
sustained at an expense of $80 each. The 

interest of our people seemed to increase, 

worthy of publication, then he will, with. 
out incurring the wrath of the writer, oon- 
"sign it to that receptacle, known as the 
“waste basket,” a receptacle, by the way, 

that ought to be capacious, and would be 
frequeutly filled, if much that comes to the 

g re- 
part to seven native assistants in Burmah 
supported by our funds. The sum of $109 

| bad also been sent by the Board te aid in 
sustaining a female school in Henthada, 

and $100 by the Brussels Street Juvenile 

Missionary Society to support an additional 

preacher. = 
In 1861 the Board reported that they 

had corresponded with the American Bap 

tist Missionary Union in regard to the 

of an independ mission 
| in the Burman empire. The Union very 
cheerfully offered to place the Province of 

Arracan under the special care of our Con- 
vention ; but as the place was reperted by 

Mr, Crawley to be very unhealthy, it was 
not accepted. From that time until 1867 

our mission fands which were expended 

on the foreign field were sent to Bro. 

Crawley for the support of native preachers 

who, some years, numbered twenty-three. 
In the latter year: Miss Minnie B. DeWolf 
(now Mrs. Joshya I. Eaton) offered her 

gervices to the Board te labor in Burmah, 
and she was cheerfully accepted. In 1869 

the Convention voted to become an auxili- 
ary to the American Missionary Union in 
its work of foreign missions. Miss DeWolf 
and Rev. Mr. George and wife were to be 
coasidered our missionaries and supported 

by our churches for one year. The year 
following Bro. W. F. Armstrong, Bro. 

Rufus Sandford and Sister H. M. Norris 
(now Mrs. W. F. Armstrong) were accepted 

as our missionaries to the foreign field. At 
the Convention held at Yarmouth in 1871 

for reference 18 made in the di edjtorial tum to be published should 
be treated according to its demerits. And 

this suggeste to me that a very pathetic 

pumphlet might be written on “The per- 
plexities and the patience ofa conscientious 
editor.” But that is not my theme, sod I 

am far.too dilatory in approaching that on 
which I have proposed to write. My 
lengthy preface must contain a word more. 

I beg that no reader, glancing at this ar- 

ticle, will bé repelled from perusing it, 
because, from the numerous figures it con- 
tains, it has the appearance of being an 
arithmetic 

The membetship of the Baptist churches 
in New England, as ascertained from the 

latest ryturns; numbers 122,952. Those 
returns need considerable perusing in order 
to make them ‘accurate and valuable. 

Some churches report only resident mem- 
bers, and even the resident membership 

could, and perhaps sheuld, be considerably 

reduced. The 122,952 members represent 

981 churches, not a few of which are 
called churches with but a very slender 

reason for the designation. The State of 
Maine, for illustration, contains, acdording 
to minutes recently issued, 251 Baptist 
churches. About 60 of these report a 
membership ranging from 4 to 25 in each. 

Of course a band. of Christians organized 

into a church must not be required to es- 

tablish a claim to be called a church on the 
mere basis of numerical strength. But it 

is to be feared thatthe more paramount 

factors that should enter into the constit- 
tion of a church, are, in many of these 

izati lacking, and that lack more it was decided to-establish an independ 
mission here in the heathen world, willis, it was voted that the Associ 

meetings”? Can we suppose: he would 

instruct his followers to “‘sontinually in 
vent new messures” (0 attraot the srowd | 

perpetually mew snd fresh,” to change 
leaders often, having sow men and nov 

The place was not selected until the next 
your, when it was decided that we should 

“Karens, Laos, tribes in the 
Mingom o Sou ng men and 
women now offered ves 10 the 
Board, aod ot the ; i

 i r : 

‘especially invalidates their claim to be 
called Christian churches. “Figures,” it 
has been said, and is often repeated, “can- 
not lie.” But they do lie, and in too many 
osses they lie most I How- 
ever, I will not imperil the tranquility of 
my mind by a controversy with the man 
who coined that laconic and lying senténce. 
The 981 Baptist churches in New Eag- 

| 169,413.81 

may be two or three little churches who 
should form an allisnce, making one chureh, 
® strong and efficient one; or if thay. will 
twaintain & separate existence, they should 
be served by one preacher and pastor. The 
wisdom and benefit of such a poufederation 
need not be pointed out. Any ose oan see 
5 inion MIRON SUK Selig: 

in. 

Besides these assosintions, ench state bas 
& convention, in which annual convosaion 
the several m enterprises within 
the limits of each state, including minis 
terial education, frhich may extend beyond 
state bounderies, are brougnt under 

deliberation. These conventions, as well 
8s associstiens, weually give & heating, 
more or less extensive and cordial to some 
official or delegated representative of the 
several National Societies of the denommi- 
vation—the Foreign Mission, the Home 
Mission, and the Ppblication Society. But 
the convention take no action on those 
societies, unleas it be the passage of some 
brief resolution, commending ‘them to the 
confidence and liberality of the churches. 
Even that is quite unnecessary, sud never 
ameunts to anything practical. And so 
we may say of much else in the transac- 

tions, the voles, and the speeches of these 

sanual meetings. How often some mat- 
ter of a very trifing nature—some resolu- 

tion of no special mportance to anything 
in the heavens above, or inthe earth be- 
neath, or in the waters under the earth—a 

feconstruction of some ancient, or obscure 

article in the constitution—the modification 
or exclusion of some gq ble and 
stupid rule of order, will provoke a pro- 
tracted anfl wrangling debate, while thé 

vast and live issue that should command 
the gravest attention of the assembled in. 
telligence and piety of the churches, obtain 
very inadequate consideration. But perhaps 

1 am dealing too much in oritizal py 
and should pay closer attention to narra: 
tive. 

Last year the whole number of baplisss 
reported by the New Eogland Baptist 
churches was 2,657. The decrease by dis- 
mission, erasure, exclusion and death, was 
4,335, showing & net lows of 1468, Theat 
in » melancholy fet | It ought to stvaken 
painful solicitude in every heart. There 
in a cause, but it is not for me 0 ha 
or where it is. The Baptist “ot 
New England are a.devoted, intelligent, sad 
laborious company of men. Nearly all the 
pestorates are brief. The changes are 

painfully frequent. They must be mis 

chieveus, both to the pastors and to the 
churches. Our ministry is bevoming al- 

most as peripatetic as that of the Methodist 
i ination, without any of the alleviating 

features of a regularly rotatory movement. 
Pastors’ salaries, sutside of large and popu 

lous centres, are about as meagre as pemu- 
riousness can make them. Ministers are 

starved out, and the churches are deprived 
of the experienced pastoral oversight they 

#0 much need. Not little of the bvange- 
listic work of travelling and professional 
evangelists ie pernicious in its influence. 
To what extent, and in what way, my space 

will not permit me to indieate. 

The total amount of money raised among 

New England Baptists last year, s¥far as 
reported in published minutes, and for all 

religious and charitable purposes, was $1 ,- 

I am sure that much was 

given for religious and charitable .objects 
| that has not come into any published sta- 
tistics. Of the above amount, $860,751.00 

went towards supporting the worship of 
God in the churches at home. The re 

mainder, about $300,000.00 was contribut- 

ed for the support of charitable institutions, 

and for the prosecution of missions, in the 
New England States, in the country at 
large, and in foreign lands. The financial 

exhibit is for more gratifying than the 

spiritual. But the giving of money by 
these New England Baptists for religions 
purposes fulls very far below their ability 
and obligation. There are many wealthy 

churches, very many wealthy mem and 
women in the eliurches of New England. 

They do not seem to have acquired soy. 

true views of religious stewardship. Many 
interests, vitally related to the welfare of 

souls,and the progress of Christ's cause, are 
sadly languishing, that ought to have the 
pecuniary assistance which the wealthy 
people of God could reader. The respons 
sibility of the pastors, under whose minis 
try these wealthy wembers sit, is very 
large and very seriows. Perhaps our 

*| churches need nothing so much ws train. 
ing in the religious duty of using their 

material possessions for the good of seuls 
and the honor of God. 
My pen, I am afraid, is using 100 much 

pessimistic ink. I might have fond and land are distributed into 49 1 
Massachusetts having 14, Maige 18, Ver 
moot 7, Connectiout 6, New Hampshire 6, 
and Rhode Island 3. Many of these asso- 
ciations wre large and vigorous, but some 
of them oan scarcely muster a clerical or 
lay delega hoiently to ofl. 
oer sod conduct their annual meetings. A 
few of these associations might be merged 

1 

produced more hopeful facts and figures. 
But the truth is In here written. 
Boston, Jaa. 16, 1868’ Fay) 
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