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MESSENGER 

The Prayer Meeting 

address given | 111 « following is » 
Rev. John AM the Baptist May mee 
jnge » London 
The decpest menuing of our prayer 

meer nge in, h 
our Ch 
$y they confess our faith is God whe 

d in Jesus Christ 
ven to plead | they 

dec are cur love, for they are oeeasions of 
Bote rosssion for the guilty, the needy, and 
the sorrowing; they avow the common 
troikerbood, all equally unworthy and de- 

jevt, yet equally hovored and enriched 
lowship of souls in the 

yw pathy sod loftiest 
ambition y ae a perpetual and open 
profession, We are swly reticent on jer- 
sonal experience, though eloquent in theo- 
Jogical debawr | yet, by & Jaw of nature and 
of grace, confession confirms conviction 
sod purpose, and the utterances of the 

yer meeting are nearly all the confession 
Ee “As in water face soswers to face, 
#0 the heart of wan to man” In prayer 

get nearest to the heart. Renewed 
aris, like live coals brought close to- 

goo sod fanned by the breath of the 
vine Spirit, will give ont a divine glow 

One of the best records in Saul’s life is, 
®ghere went with him a band of men 
whose hearts God bad touched.” Happy 
the church that has such, for they will be 
fcurd at the prayer meeting! 

HINDRANCES, 

Many things are opposed to spiritua’ 
yligion, snd therefore fatal io prayer 
meetings: against their influence we must 

ich and rtrive. Worldly 1 rosperity is 
‘to en’ +hle devotion. Acur offered 
er i which tut few would care to 

Join: “ine me vot ricte." (yet it was 
pre fou 1'y win and good) “lest I be full 
and 4 y: Thee” Our Lord tells us thet 
“(ho cues of this world, and tle deceitful- 

+ 11, riches, choke the Wcrd”; aod so 
er. The full sonal 1oathes & 

} .s:comb, bot the needy and bungry 
ry and seek. Now, even moderate 
can command abundant literature, 

pores bu dicle thoogh , end 
pline ; yet it consumes time, 

sod chills the 
rich, they can plunge 

ich dazzle the 
nnd distort the 
lend with the 

mind, 

y are 

piety with scorn, and whose temper is 
strangely contagious, The decorations of 
vanity, and the takes of dissipation, leave 
wen as litle prepared for the prayer meet 
Sng a for the bed of death or the bar of 
jedgment. As faith in Gospel truth dies, 
wo will the prayer meeting die. We read 
in one of Robert Hal “le 
oiher Dissenting comin 
meetings for the express purpose of prayer, 
but, hae saything of thal aature eve 
beard of smong Socinians ¥ fo 
Bocimianiem was hard and logieal, but wy 
Bie ! and sent a, 
and ready to ting, not only the Te Deh, 
but the Glories, Sill the lowly prayer 

meeting ww revolting 10 it both as absurd 
sod valgar. ln order to pray men musi 
believe in God, and they will pray most 
who tre Him best in the person of His 
Bou. There is 50 "bolduess to enter into 
the holiest” but “by the blood of Jesus? 

Qgly the risen Intercessor can send down 
the grace of suppliomion. Ove of the 
greatest proofs that the Gospel in Divine 
springs from this, thet it unites the souls 
of men so profoundly, and lifts them to 
heaven wo blewsedly i for, just as their 

on 4 

faith - simple, sod their love fervent, they 

find th ¢ armorphere of devotion is just that 
mw which they thri'l with the Master's joy, 
and get strength and heart to do His work. 
The waliplied vocial activities of our day 
may cn'angr the prayer meeting. Wise 
plans, we | ordered agencies, and diligent 
eflorts, are Divinely appointed channels of 
blessing It gladdens the heart to see eo 
wavy rou od, and mustered, and riled to 
battle with evil, aod to diffuse good. 
For both, nothing brings so much guid 
ance, free, und facility, as prayer. But, 
withont it. social activities may be en- 
dengesed. They may fill our eyes and 
ears til! the face of Jerus is dimly seen and 
His voice is faintly heard. They distract 
sti ntion, excite passion, and absorb us too 

much in ourselves or our fellows. They 
consun ¢ time anil epergy, sud leave too 

litile of either for fellowship with God our 
Father. Yet, cut «ff from Him, we wither 
and perish. The greatly «xaggerated 
dittusion of edncstion affects our prayer 
meetiogs. That education is advanced we 
are glad and grateful, but it is not enough 
to allow pride. Unhappily, there is just 
enough to make n en eonceited and critical ; 
a little more wight make them nidest 
sod gemercus. Yet, in regard to this, 
among “us the word wy plier: “Tlie tear of 
man briogeth a enare.” As a rule, the 
proportion of members who lead in public 
myer is least in ovr wealthier churches 
he natural gifts must be equal, aod the 

acquired grester, but more grace i» needed 
to vanquish what opposes their « xerviee 
When asked 10 pray, shall the fear of 
criticism strike us donb? Daring 10 speak 
10 the dnfloitely wise, shail we quail before 

erriog man? Trusting to the Divine com- 
passion 10 accept our cry, cannot we (rust 
the "Divine grace in the heart of the 
Lrotherbood I With less of elf we should 
get nearer to God, aud draw others with 
ue, 109, The prayer meeting is 

FIRICELESS WORTH 

God has made it the chiouel of His 
blessing. It was the breath and lee of 
primitive Christisaity, The great Lond 
ordained it when He said, “Where two or 
three are gathered together in My name, 
there am | in the midst of them ” He 
returoed 10 heaven, and left the disciples 
os orphans, Then, manifestly, His prom 
ise and honor, and the salvation of His 
Church, demanded * from on high” 
The Comforter was (0 bring the light of 
truth, with * ues of fire and hearts of 
Tove!” To get that, they had nothing but 
the prayer meeting. “They continued, 
with one socord, in prayer and supplica 

heart. | myself, he is a child of dust and sin, but 

| 

s Aljere are | 

{ 
| 

1 
ave been measured by itr united gather | 
en tor prayer. The revival ander White 
I» [ Weetes wakened the slumbering 

pi fesnore, and quickensd sod, purified 
"w ades of the obdarste sod” profane | | 
\ fires were laid, and kindled, sod 
fa un the prayers of the Oxford Col 

lege room Thus inspired, men went | 

fort, with the thunders of ju | 
rouse (he conscience, aud © break - the | 
heart; sul then poured in the healing | 
balm, and filled believers’ souls with peace | 
and joy. Marvels of converting grace in | 
Wales warmed iin oest | assions and tuned | 
its richest elcquence, and +o blessed the 
land snd wade it a blessing, But the 
preaching that wielded the instrument of 
conversion was nerved with the energy of 
agonizing prayer. The preaching was 
preceded and followed by thronging crowds 
in supplications with strong cryings and 
tears. The best thing that shaped and 
hallowed our foreign missions was the 
monthly prayer meeting, sod it remaios 
the strong support and abundant recom- 

mee of all our efforts. In the worship of 

“Sowing in teers” upon the ¢' rerless sol 
in after # the splendid haryests 

of Christian civilization have been gathered. 
1iw hs been the history of all the grandest | 
enterprises and most beneficent movements 
in the progress of our race. A bereaved 
group of disciples climb the stairway to an 
“upper room” in Jerusalem—probably the 
yery owe in which a part of them had par- 
taken of the paschal supper with r 
leparted Lord; they descend from t 

room glowing withthe flery baptism, and 
within a few days or weeks they are shout 
ing fn with joy the first gospel-harvest. 
Eighteen centuries Inter a group of New | 
Eogland college-students, distressed in | 

prayer and tears beside the “ Haystack ” 
at Williamstown, 
four has gone up to his crown, the “Ameri 
can Board ” is in the full tide of its mie 
siooary achievements. This has always 

been God's method. They that shirk the 
toils and the trials win no triumphs, No 
weeping —no reaping. 

here sre few more inspiring chapters in 
the bi hies of many of the bravest and od, our best gifte aad acq are 

only too poor, yet therein they are most 
improved and richly repaid. The prayer 
meetings at old Maze Pond live in my 
memory as a beautiful creation of grace. 
Some of the oldest and most cultured had 
marvellous gifts in prayer. Their exer- 
cises were thoughtful, reverent, earnest 
and epiritusl, yet plain and Sup, not 
intended to fill the ear, but to lift the 
beart. If our most educated and gifted 
members wou'd gonsecrate themeelves to 
get and yse this power, they would become 
priceless blessings, and they would find 
and show that he that watereth shall be 
watered also himself. But the least en- 
dowed and educated, if taught of God, may 
be mighty here. Grace prevails, rather 
than gifts. It says not much for the depth 
and force of our devotion if bad grammar 
can disturb it. Our love of the brother 
hood, and our s:mee of the Divine com- 
passion, cannot be fervent if we are chilled 
or diverted by broken speech. I know 
‘bat I have found more comfort and help 
ty joing in lowly and artless prayers 
lan in the most elaborate services. At 
the close of the day, some son of toil has 

to find besrt feliowsl p vith the 
His children, Like | Divice Father and 

he has been born again, has repented, and 
is forgiven. He has looked at the pierced 
bande, and been embraced by them. 
Christ is all to him, and now, throogh 
Him, he communes God. Our souls 
are bowed, and as he prays my heart is 
subdued io tenderness, yet attracted, up 
lifted, and sabeorbed. hen the Master 
prayed, the fashion of His countenance 
was altered, and the disciples said “it is 
good (0 be here,” The prayer meeting 

UIT OUR CIRCUMSTANCES, 

Blessed be God, we are weakest in the 

flesh | For what in often called worship 
there are many fleshly aids : great crowds, 
eager, excited, gazing, pressing; or elegant 
manners, oodtly dress and adornments ; or 
the grandeur, beauty, and accommodations 
of the building; or the resources of music, 
io the richness and variety of chant, 
anthem, and lm. All these gratify 
taste, regale the senses, and stimulate 
feeling. 80 me imperiously demand, and 
others helplessly allow them. They may 
be harmless or helpful, but if they 
are the end sought tireg will not honor God 
nor bless man. irithglity is our need 
and our blessing. In this the church may 

v, “When I am weak, then am I strong.” 
hile we are in the body, everytLing 

should be ruled and done to keep out dull 
pess, and discord, and velling. But 
still our great wants SO Yn. We 
want hearts, lowly and contrite before 
God, yet full of sympathy with the re- 
deemed brotherhood : a deep sense of the 
needs of the Church, of the guilt and 
misery of the world ; a gladeome sight .of 
the treasures of grace stored in Christ; a 
firm grasp of the yea and amen promises, 
that we may trust and plead them; and a 
glowing faith in the compassion of the 
Father who loves us, in the great High 
Priest who pleads for us, and in the Com~ 
forter, who makes our groans eignificaut, 

gprincely, and prevailing. 

CONCLUSION. 

It was in their devotions that the disci- 
plea coatinued to represent their Master. 
Nothing more marked His life than prayer. 
Alone, with His disciples, on i 

the best than those which record their 
early struggles with poverty and stern 
adversities, Many a great artiet mixed his 
first colors with (ears, Heroic John Todd, 
of Pittsfield, when he footed it to New 
Haven to enter college, was compelled to 
sleep through a cold night under a bush by 
the road side from sheer lack of money to 
pay for his lodgings. If he had lost heart 
then the New England pulpit would have 
lost the sturdiest Puritan of these modern 
days. Godly mothers also can bring their 
testimonies of the tears, the prayers, the 
self-denials, and the faithful training of 
sons and dsughters whose T careers 
have brought honor and joy to the parental 
heart. The love-tears pi ey both the soil 
and the sced, or there had been no harvest. 
We pastors too have our experiences; we 
have often known what it was to go forth 
weeping, bearing our load of seed, and to 
come back singing, laden with the sheaves. 
God never Waki Bia choicest bleseings too 
cheap. Let every young minister who 
means to reach the highest usefulness, lay 
his account to one thing: his sweetest 
pleasures will be wrought ont .of his 
sharpest pains, and heidehips will pioneer 
hie richest harvests, 
As this world is only a training school 

for a better world, Giod’s discipline com- 
monly rune along these same lines. The 
seeding in sorrow brings the reaping in 
song. Some of my ers may be now 
treading the furrows of affliction with 
moistened eyes and trembling steps. Good 
friends, do not let your tears blind your 
eyes, either to God love or your own 
duty. When sorrow is allowed to seftlc in 
the heart, it often turns the heart into a 
stagnant fen of bitter waters, in which 
sprout all manner of noxious reeds of mur: 
muring and selfishness and unbelief. Turn 
that sorrow outward into a current of sym- 
pathy with others, and it may drive many 
wheels of benevolence. Tears are often 
wonderful fertilizers of the soul ; they are 

graces, just as the irrigating brooks in 
Nevada turn barren sand into a garden. 
Sow on, yé suffering ones; you will be 
the better men and women for this severe 
schooling. If faith grows, and unselfish 
love grows, and patience wa, then sor 
row will end in song, and weeping will | 
bring the reaping. 

A'kiodred truth which lies very close to 
thie is that they only who sow the tears of 
sincere repentance can ever reap the joys 
of pardon ard of triumph over sin. Too 
many begin wrong in the Christian life. 
Their view of sin is very imperfect, their 
contrition for it very slight, their conver- 
sion very superficial. As holy Ratherford 
phrased’ it, they “never had a sick night 
for sin, and only take a half Christ, and 
this maketh loose work.” he more 
thorough tbe repentance, even fo the 
plucking out of right eyes and cutting off 
of darhiog lusts—tbe deeper will be the 
peace and the more rich and joyous will be 
the Christian experience. Blessed are the 
tears of penitence! He who never mourns 
#ill uever mend. There are too many 
dry-eyed Christi in this world. Such 
commonly have dry hearts and barren 
lives. If there was more godly sorrow 
over neglects of duty and woundings of 
Christ, and more sympathy with the 
wronged and the suffering, then we should 
enjoy more gracious sunshine from Christ’s 
coun'enance. Rainbows are never painte 

oud] 
and in the upper room, ascending from the 
Jordan, in Gethsemane, aod on the Cross, 
His whole life was prayer. They too 
prayed, no doubt. They listened, were 
attracted, and desired to learn the Divine 
art; but no record left of any scte of 
devotion wrought vy them. Yet after He 
was risen these seemed to embrace and 
rule all their purposes an | passions. They 
had canght His mantle a they lived His 
life. Wnen the thorn pierced, they “be- 
sought she Lord”; when the enemy raged, 
“prager was made continually.” In mie 
siovary journeys by the seashore, and on 
board the ship, the prayer of faith and love 
went up. Io the church the ory rung out, 
“Pray without ceasing” —*“Continue instant 
in prayer.” And this was the result: 
“Uhey continued steadfastly in prayers.” 
All who desire 1 gr prosperity should 
BY, earnest heed to the prayer meeting. 
’astors sod deacons should be alwaye 
present at if, and give it a constant and 
warm place in their thoughts and affections. 
Tt must not be left to take care of itself, 
but oes BE rg aod ruled. He who 
presides ol feel that that duty demands 
all his faculties, and must be done with all 
the heart. All the brethren should be 
encouraged, but none coerced, to speak. 
The timid and less gifted should be drawn 
forward, while the obtrusive are swayed 
back, Some may be called to pray, not at 
the moment, Fry Eoin reading or singing, 
while others follow aa they fee] penta 
It is often re! ing when each selects his 
own hymo, All uests from the chair 
should be prom brief, never noisy or 
dictatorial. All arrangements be 
brotherly, free from all taint of caste, or 
clique, or clan, and iv mutual forbearance 
in all matters of habit, taste, and culture. 
Hymwos sod prayers should be short snd 
hearty, with f readings and remarks 

d, snd all stee) 
Thus we shall attalh the 

tion,” snl on that followed the marvels 
aud phe of the Py P i 
cae, claoked the chain, brandished the 
wword and scourge, and pointed to the 
dungeors. All jolaed mod ri against 

vo! diers and priests, ucees and 
They were but few, feeble and 

despised, for they bad nothing but the 
prayer mapliags but that was enough. As 
they prayed s Jost was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Jawes - sidle, a0 and cast into 

ison ; but they clung to the prayer meet- 
agp ee Bors 1 duc g Oh, for the 

to breathe th 

of ‘suppli 
highest duty, and drink in the purest j 
find least of wan and most of God. To 
Him be all the glory, Amen, 

Bowing In Sorrow -Reaping with Song. 

BY REY, THEODORE 1. CUYLER, 

ou skies, but only upon rain- 
drops. If we grudge the tears we lose the 
rainbow. Nay, the tears which godly 
contrition sheds will tura to jewels in the 
crown of oar rejoicing. 

Shall we the servanis fare better than 
our Lord, who was the “Man of sorrows” 
from the time when He emptied Himself 
of His celestial glory until his heart broke 
under the agonies of Calvary? It was for 
the joy set before Him that He endured 
the cross and despised the shame. That 
word “endure” sigaifies to sland up stead- 
fot under the cross. So should you and 

stand steadfast, even with wet eyes and a 
bleeding heart. Our crosses will then turn 
to crowns. Our eowing in tears will end 
in the eternal narvest of song. This 
whole earthly life is but a ploughing time 
and a sowing time ; in due season we shall 
reap if we faint not. 

“Ours is the seed time, God alone 
Bebolds the end of what is sown, 
Beyond our vision weak and dim 
The harvest hour is hid with Him 

A Vacation That Was Not Taken. 

BY J. LM. 8. 

“ Well, good-by, Carrie. I wish you and 
the children were going,” and the Rev, 
Charles Lambert, pastor of the Baptist 
church of Clarkville, kiseed his wife and 
three children affectionately, took his 
satchel in his hand, threw his linen duster 
over his arm, and with a last backward 
lance and smile, closed the gate behind 
im and hurried down the street to the 

station, 
Once fairly on board the train he deponit- 

od his beaver and satchel in the hat rack, 
donned his duster and travelling cap, 
purchased a newspaper, and settled him- 
self back in his seat for solid comfort. For 
was he oot off on his summer vacation, 
and must he not have just a3 good a time 
as possible 7 Surely that was one of the 
last things that his wife had told him. 

fate seemed against him 
. In vain be tried (0 read the 

poper. Turn wherever he would he saw 
such notices as these: “The Rev. Dr, 

ast a8 
his wife and family have 

, How 

AND 
— ee 

VISITOR. June 15. 

It was almost more than they could afford 

for him to go alone. Bo he argued with 

himself, and finding be could not become 
interested in his paper, he pulled down 
the blind of the window, through which | 
the »un was streaming, and determiond 10 | 

take a nap. But alas for his determination! | 
Providence, in the shape of a little girl in | 

the seat just in front, was equally determin: 
ed that neither he nor his fellow passengers 
should enjoy themselves. * The child in 
crying for her father, whom we have just 
left,” said her mother, rather apologetically, 

{"when she saw the child was disturbing | 
Mr. Lambert. | 
“I wonder if my litile girl is crying for | 

spirit for the perishing heathen, wrestle in | we,” that gentleman thought fo himselt 
as be remembered the three very sober, 

Before the last of the | childish faces thatlooked after him as he 
burried down the village street. Harold, 
the oldest boy, and yet only seven years 
old, had forced back the tears and tried to 
be very manly when his father had told 
him he would have to be the man of the 
family, and take good care of his mother 
and two little sisters. 
Then Alice, the baby, just learning to 

talk, had cried, “I vants to do viv paps 
and see ze big vater.” It was to bad to 
have to leave them there all by thewesclves, 
while he went alone to enjoy the sea 
breezes. But then his church had said he 
needed a vacation, Carrie had said so too, 
and had seemed very happy in planming 
with him that he might go to the seashore 
for a few week’s recreation. Yet he felt 
that it had been hard for her to give up the 
visit to her mother that had been paid every 
summer since they were married. Yes, he 
remembered now. He believed it must 
have been tears that made her eyes so moist 
and chiny after she had read her mother’s 
last letter. Maybe she did feel woree 
about it than he realized, But it was 
really no rest at all for him to go with her 
there. summer he had cone so, but 
while the absence of the care and responsi- 
bility of housekeey ing had brought the roses 
back to his wife's ks, and while the 
children, turned loose in the streets aud 
yards of the little village, had come hone 
88 healthy happy little urchins as one 
would care to see, he had found that, with 
the round of visting amd being visited, 
and preaching twice every Sabbath to 
accommodate old friends and.addressing 
Sanday-schools and leading prayer meel- 
ings, his vacation proved of little benefit to 
him. So, although his wife knew that 
bis epending his vacation at the seashore 
this year meant her remaining at home with 
the children, for they could not all go, she 
cheerfully gave up her own pleasure. 
“Jt wasn’t the greatest good to the 
atest nunber, this time; soliloguized 

r. Lambert, as he surveyed all thee facts 
that beautiful August morning, as the fast 
express hurried him oceanward. But just 
here the train stopped, and in the hurry of 
changing cars he forgot all about the 
reatest good to the greatest number, until 
5 found himself again in the cars en route 
for a quiet little resort on the Sound, and 
recognizing in his neighbor Rev. Dr 

the heart-water that grows some sweet | Peeters, pastor of one of the city churches. 
The good Doctor quickly recognized his 
young brother, and after a few words of 
greeting, he introduced his wife. 
“1 am sorry Mra, Lambert is not. with 

you,” said Mra. Peeters, “ but perhaps the 
seashore does not agree with her.” 

Mr. Lambert hesitated for a moment, 
trying to recall some words of Carrie's 
which would allow him to truthfully tay 
it did not, But in his heart he knew she 
wan very fond of the ocean and #0 he replied, 
“No, it's not that, but we could not both 

ford to come and so she unselfishly sent me 
off alone. 

“Better have brought her along and 
stayed half as long. Depend upon it she 
needs the change as much as you do,” and 
the outapoken old Doctor leaned back in 
his teat and surveyed with evident pride 
his handsome well-kept, middle-aged wife. 
“But what about the children 

suppose yours are old enough to take care 
of themselves, said Mr. Lambert. 
“No,” answered the Doctor sadly, we 

have no children. We had oae, ® little 
girl, Alice by name, who lived to be ten 
years old. That summer wife and I thought 
we ought to begin to lay ty somthing special 
for Alice's education, and so we determined 
to stay in the city, instead of teking our 
regular vacation. But Alice never needed 
the money we saved from that vacation for 
she fell ill of a fever and only lived a few 
weeks. Then when people came to condole 
with me, I felt t ad in my foolish 
economy, had been to blame. But here 
is our station]; come, Mrs. Peeters. Glad 
to have met you, brother Lambert. Better 
send for the wife and babies to come down, 
and all stay a week together,” and with a 

ing grasp of the hand, the good old 
tor out. 

Aft: r the Doctor had left, Mr. Lambert 
settled down once more in his seat, and 
began to consult with himself. 
“1 wonder if Dr. Peeters thinks I am 

a selfish fellow to go off alone and leave 
Carrie and the children at home? Well, 
Carrie insisted on my doing it, at any rate,” 
and with this thought he was obliged to 
content himeelf, for the brakesman called 
out his destination, and with satchel in 
hand, he left the car, and soon found him- 
self on the breezy platform, face to face 
with the great rolling ocean. 

,. How his spirite rose as he strolled aloag 
the beach watching the breakers dash 
against the sandy shore, aod toss the 

bbles back and forth, Surely this was 
tter than food or drink for his wearied 

body aod sadly disordered neryes. It was 
but a short walk and he found himself at 
the hotel steps, hungry as a bear and 
feeling a year younger than when he left 
-his home in the morning. “ Home.” As 
this word came to him, the Doctor's words, 
“Beiter send for the wife and babies to 
come down, and all stay a week together,” 
rang in his ears, and he wondered if even 
the ocean would not grow tame to him 
without the Senge ip of his loved 
ones. But notwithstanding ibis thought, 
the Rev. Mr. Lambert indulged in a very 
hearty supper, and then, thinking that by 
mad Phot 5 etter for 

im, he went to inquire, Sure enough, as 
be had Intended to start Monday instead of 
Tuesda; 3 rm at home bad sent 
down ® Totter fore him, % i 
He quickly recognized the haod-writing 

of an colee chum, and so, taking the 
letter and ling down to & pretty little 
pavilion built out into the ocean, he opened 
it and read—To the Rev. Charles Lambert, 
Dear Ohum,—~You can’t imagine what I 
on Cert gear resort w! 

ol yous every tim: 
oo take a drink of water or catch a fish, 
t in just the place I've been looking for for 

One of our deacons 

T 
come down and 

we are looking after things, especial 

fish who, 1 think, are becoming rather 
prejudiced against us 

ut I will nof expatiate longer upon the 
charms of the place, for I want you to come 
and see for yourself. So hers is my plan : 
There is » tent on a platform right next 
door to us which the occupants bave to [save 
on account of the sickness of friends at 
home. They will rent you their outfit, tent, 
beds, dishes, chairs, etc., for five dollars a 
week while they are away, which will 
probably, be about three weeks. This lake 
is only two days drive from your home— 
you see I have been etudying up the matter. 
80 buy a straw hatand a flannel shirt ; tell 
your wife to get some big hats and calico 
dresses for herself and the children, for we 
are not at all stylish here, and come at 
once. You will find it costs you not more 
to live here than at home. ‘We await you 
impatiently. Yours as ever, 

Fraxx. 
“Why did 1 not wait another day,” 

sighed Mr. Lamber(, and them he remem- 
bered with a twinge of conscience how he 
had—yes, fretted a little, because it had 
been impossible for him to start on Monday 
as he had intended. 

It was growing a little chilly on (he 
pavilion, so crushing the letter in his hand 
a little savagely, he rose and walked 
thoughtfally toward the hotel. There he 
pad a crowd of merry dancers upon the 
broad pizzas. Ashe mounted the steps a 
rather talkative young girl with whom he 
had exchanged some remarks at supper 
approached him and asked him if he 
danced. Bcwing rathercoolly he answered, 
“ No, I am a clergyman,” and, as he made 
his way through the parlors, he heard the 
merry laughter of a group of young peo.le 
to whom she was evidently relating tue 
adventure, At the foot of the stair- he 
found himself suddenly accosted hv a 
brother clergyman, and, after excha ing 
greetings, Mr. Lambert inquired afr the 
other's family. 

“T left them all athome ; I am ony here 
for » day or two and then we all exp ct to 
goto the mountains for our regulsr vacy 
tion. <The seashore does not agree with wy 
wife.” 
“Ta Mra. Lambert bere ?” 
“No; I, also, am here for only a tew 

days, but we expect to go away together 
the Jast of the week,” he replied. 

i he thought to hiw- 
question is, can we 

afford it.” 
80 that night before he retired, Mr 

Lambert made some close calculations and 
tLis was the reeult: He had started from 
home with fifty dollars for the summer 
vacation. If he should return home on the 
morrow, his trip would have cost him 
about ten dollars, leaving forty for their 
sty at——Lake, Five dollars a week for 
three weeks, that would leave twenty-five 
dollars. The trip 10 and from the | it 
they drove their own horse “and carriage, 
would cost abou five dollars, leaving twenty 
to live uson while there, 
«Well, I'l do it,” was his conclusion 

after he had thought the matter carefully 
over. “I have felt very selfi<h about tais 

ation, and I am sure this letter from 

Frank in from the Lord,” and with this 

rather paradoxical statement he fell asleep, 
The rest of my story is soon told.” Mrs 

Lambert was just preparing supper for 

hereelf and the children the next evening, 
when suddenly she heard a shout from the 
children, aud looking up she saw her 
husband standing in the open door. Al 
first she feared some bad news bul bis 

ery countenance soon reassured her 
“Yen, I felt very selfish all the time,” 

he confessed to her that night after the 
children were in bed, and they were talking 
matters over, 
“And I shall enjoy this change you speak 

of 8b much,” rejoined his wife, *“ for it was 
hard to stay here all the year round with 
no vacation.” 
And so, after mutual confession, they 

began planing for their vacation. As a 
result it wes a very merry party that 
started bright and early for——Lake, and 
to both parents and children it was a 
never to-be- forgotten journey. 
Once at the lake they were greeted most 

heartily by their friends and introduced to 
their home. 0, the pleasure of those days! 
The fish they canght, the water-lilies and 
cat~tails that they gathered, the moonlight 
rows on the lake, when with the children 
sbed and asleep: at the cottage, they lived 
over again the halcyon daye of courtship 
and honeymoon. ut all holidays “must 
have an end and eo, one day, without note 
or warning the owners of the tent appeared 
sod with them their pastor, Dr. Peeters 
To the others, tte good old Dr.’s greet g 
to Mr. Lambert seemed nothing extraor |: 
nary, but to Mr. Lambert himself, toe 
grasp of the hand seemed a little more 
cordial and the greeting a little more hearty 
than it had been a month ago. Nor was 
he wrong, for the next morning as thev 
were preparing to retura home, the Doctor 
came to Mr. Lambert and said: “ Yon 
don’t know how much good it does an old 
man like me to discover somebody takin 
his advice. Indeed, Iam eo pleased tbat | 
intend to have my church secure your 
services as supply next summer during my 
vacation, Bo you and your family n 
expect to spend your vacation at the & 
shore, and’ you can run over to Nw York 
every Sabbath.” 
Aad even 80 it wae, but not only that, 

Two years have elapsed since all this 
occurred, an | now, Dr. Peeters thinks of 
retiring from the ministry, and his people 
instinctively turn to Mr. Lamtert an his 
successor. And eoin all human probability 
the coming spring will find Mr. Lambert 
pastor of one of the most influential of the 
ar churches. And who will say all this 
did not hapoen on account of that vacation 
that was cot taken. — Baptist Weekly. 

—At Bergen, in Norway, is a church 
constructed of papier-mache, which will 

date nearly & th d persons, 
It is octagon in shape. 

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate 

In Nervous Immiramiuiry, 

Dr. B. B. Grover, Rushford, N. Y,, says: 
“‘ 1 have prescribed it for -nervons irrita- 
bility, with marked results.” 

Andrew King, Proprietor Metropolitan 
Stables, Halifax, writes that he was conflo- 
‘ed to the hovee for several weeks with 
rheumatic gout, could not touch his foot 
10 the floor ; after trying all other remedies 

lied Mioards Linimeat and it cured 
bim in a fe days. He says he believes it 

niment in the world for mao 

i that bi 
ost 5, HLA tous of coal each, and Mi- 

uiment will cure aches and pains 
with him! Bat of course! 
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The First Sign 
Of falling health, whether in the-form of 
Night Sweats and Nervousness, or in a 

senso of General Weariness and Loss of 
Appetite, should suggest the use of Ayer's 

Sarsaparilla, This preparation is most 

effective for giving tome and strength 

to the enfeebled system, promoting the 
digestion and assimilation of food, restor- 
ing the nervous forces to their normal 

condition, and for purifying, enriching, 

and vitalizing the blood. 

Failing Health. 
Ten yea my health began to fail. 

Twas Sroubled with 8 dutremtog Cough, 
Night Sweats, Weakness, and Nervous- 

various remedies prescribed 
Dei ly hysicians, but became so erent co uf 
Weak that T coud not £B up stairs with- 
out stopping to rest. My friends recom- 
parade me to try Ayer's Sarsaparilla 
which I did, and I am now as heal and 
strong as ever.— Mrs. E. L. Williams, 
Alexandria, Minn. 

I have used Ayer's Sarsaparills, in m: 

sale STR ek a 

8 terrible isease. 1 have also 

I 
0 blood medicine ever 

ded. — W, F. Fowler, D. D. 8,, 
. Dy ville, Tenn. ¢ 

Dyspepsia Cured. 
It would be impossible for me to de- 

scribe what I sutlored from Indigestion 

never obtained more than temporary re- 
lief, After taking Ayer's Sarsaparills for 
a short time, my headache diss) > 
and my stomach formed {ts duties more 
perfectly, To-day my health is com- 
sly tay Harley, Spring. 

1d, Mass. 

I have been greatly benefited by the 
rompt use of PRyers Sarsaparilla, It 
ones and invigorates the sy: , regulates 

the action of the d ve and assimilative 
oi and vital 1 lood. It Is, 
without doubt, the most reliable blood 
urifier yet discovered. — H. D. Johnso 

Ess Atlantic ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

0 § 

Ayer's Sarsaparilla, 
Prepared by Dr. J. 0. Ayer & Co., LoweH, Mase. 

Price 81; six bottles, 85. 

Incorporated isel1. 

DIRECTORS: 
HON. O. N. BRKINNE Age Probates, President 
Tanne On ioTIR, rin BD... Vice President 
ALEXANDER DUYP, . Dirertoy 

1 
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DAVID A. BINCLAIR, 

Offine: 0dd Fellows’ Building, Uaion St. 
ST. JOHN, N. 8B, 

money lowued da and | sasebold 
rit ru, At reasonable 

Mortgages, Clty and Water Debentyres par 
pee 
Money received on deposit + five per cent. 

Fro ann «Interest paid or som pounded 

had 1 early 
eben tires tamed wiih Conpons, from one 

w five’ years, nterest five per oentum pes 
snngm, payable half yearly 
Devenfures (sued with Ooupons, trom five 

0 ten yours. Interest Nix per centum pe 
annum, payable halt-yearly. 
FOR ~ALE: Oapital Swck, and tour years 

Stock, divide As on ens pnyable half yearly. 
pai. um Ongital slovk tor ali yoge 

ending Dec. 31, 18], was four per cent’ br 
four-yeas Stock three pex cent. 

THOMAS REED, 
Spiretary Treasurer aphio tf 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

CENERAL DEALERS. 
bern appointed sole selling 

Nova Scotia and 
Boot and_Shoe 

Selling Co. Boston. This corperation is the 

largest in the w rid manufacturing 

RUBBER BOOTS AND SHORES, 

ant comprises the flow ng celebrated 
companies : 
WALES, GUODYE \R SHOE CO. 

WOONSOCKET RUBBER CO. 
HAYWARD RUBBER CO. 
BOSTON SHOE C0). 

We have 

UANDEE RUB! 
RHODE ISLA RUBBER C0) 

NEW E AND RUNRFR CO 
CONNECTICUT RU'“RER CO 

We keep in onr warehouse, in ¥' 10h and 
will Jupp y primptle duty pald, «i «1 deof 

bber Ko its and shies or Shic Direet rome 
Factories. 
lusteated Hts. di4onnts a fal uform 

ation gives on «pphiedtion ty 
ERTEY, \LLWOOU 4 (0 
68 Prince Willlum St. 86. Joun. \. 

A HISTORY 

BAPTISTS. 
By REV. THOS. ARMITABE, D. D. 

Complete in One Imperial Ocinve 

Volume of aver 500 Pages. 

This work 1s by far the best history of the 
Baptists (bat bas yet been written. It is 
elegantly written and profusely 1iustarted. 

This ** Mistery 

only sold by Subscription. 
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