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A mn Lament.
BY LILLIAN A mﬂuarn

A group of roses (l my garden gre
With dawn wlk petale; and |lmr sweet

perfu
G- ddered my hun it plfmut.nnnny days,
Or nights of shadowy gloom

But one among my blossoms fairer seemed,
And sistelier far. Her perfect po(lll,
white, A
Tnbale | the fiagrance that her sisters give,
And grew, each day, more bright.

Thus every flower that in the garden
bloome |
Turoed w0 this
Jove
And thus she grew, and raised her heart of

ored one,with hallowed

gol
To greet the sun above,
Her sisters were couten’, and prond, tha

ohe
Bhou d be of all most regal, stately, rare |
And tried 1o shield ber from the storay
blast,
Or croel, chilliog sir.
To other gardens I could see the flowers
Laid low beneath the wind, that, sweep

ing past,
Tore bud sl blossom from their parent

-,
To whirl them on the blast.

But mine still grew avd blossomed, and the
t1orme
Ouly enbanced, for me, their fragranoes

aweel,—
Till one more deadly swept, and threw my
own
Pa'e queez-rose at my feet,

My heart nood otill, Her sisters all bowed
dow!

Their hnd- in grief.
hid his face,
While all the flowers wept for beauty lost,

Aud for departed grace,

Again be:‘-i-un raised each grief-bowed

The bright sun

And made once more my garden sweet
and fair,
Yet still I mourn, nor will be comforted —
My queex-rore is not there!

Proving the Promises.
BY LILLIAN GREY.

Lo/ Tbm- sonly & hmll a-dollar lefi now,
Daw’l

hos I)au heart! Well, I've been expectin’
to hear that for some daye. Half-a-dollar;
It sin’t much of & fortin’, is it? But the

| the wind Slows 107

|

i Bt there were no aleigha goil
|
o |

Lerd’s rich ; we must hold to”that.”
“ Yer; av’ low of folks is rich too, but
| that doo’t help us any. [re’ly don’t kuow
whrt we'rs goin’ to do!”
| . * Jest this, Eanics: *Trust in the Lord
au’ do good, sn’ vml? thou shall be fed.
| That's pluin enough *

| *“Yon've l"l got some Scripture
ready, Dav’l so’ I don’t want (o say nothin’
| gin’it, but do be practical enough for

I want to git things
fty cents to keep us
longer, avyway. Now

| once to Lelp me plu
enough with that

rt's vee, Whatdo we most
* ) ar kvows, t)ere’s #0 mapy thiog: |

We sin't got nothin’ in 0-0 house but &

lit'e t s, a0’ ru‘l' an’ mtmnl well,
| there's sal, au’ epice, au’ & few such
| things that & o't verv sustainin’ food ; an'
| we'er out of ker'seer, yoo koow; we had
| 10 wet in the dark fast night, ao’night
| afure”

The od man «at silent & few moments,
it wae & dark outlook surely~old, lame,
| snd poverty-stricken,

s e, i'm dreadful sorry you're
ch & strait, but you must jest
to your mesns; git some of
the cheapest (nings an the most nourishin’,
su’ mebbe by the time they're gone we i
hear from Silas.”

We've been t-sayin’
mooths, father.”

“Yes, I inolv. but [ sin’t {Il up hope o’
hearia’ yet; an’ he knows the money be
sent murt be gone by this time.”

“ Well, we aiv’t never told him that
what ho ods i all our livio™; he don'|
dream of that ; an' poor boy, be's more’n
likely to be dead out in t at wild west
country , there such drudlnl things - hap
peoin’ out there all the time.”

“No, vo, wife! I can’tgive in to that
pot he’s on his way home, an’
surprise us.”

Well, bell bave to come fore ancther
week goes by, cr we'll be starved to death,
an’ (hvn he’ll be the one that's n)prmd
‘ean 16t my ceurage, Daa'l !

Vow don’t dearie! Mebhe there's a
letter in the « ffi e this very minpit,en’ you
ask soon ne ever you it to the store. Too
had 7ou've got to go out in the cold, an’
better tie my com-

that for three

forter round ycur neck. Wish you could
ketch & ride goin’ or comin’.”
ng to the
* Corrers,” ard the old lady plodded on
aver the l.m; ha!f milé, while ber busband
wnched bier as far 34 he conld her.

Toere was no letter in the offiGe fo verify
his hepefal predictior, snd with & heavy
beart the disappointed motber turned t
make ber humble purchases. A ‘quart of
beans, one pound of rive, and two of corr
meal, & half- pound of batter, sod two
osndles comprised the list, and there were

atwontsleft. It is jast possible tht
wome of the packages overweighed, but if
they did, that was the storekesper's own
Mair

Unele Dan'l,  # he war called every
e, had never run o debt i bie life, and
nad no though' of doing it sow in the hour
of We rx'remity | bonest and proud he hiad
u\- n, and would be to the lual.
* Poor Hear | you're nigh beal out, aiv't
ww? said 10 his wife on ber return
‘St rglt down by the stow
nleseed good fire anyway. An re 1
w letter? Ham!] Well, I guess  ther.
will be one pext week, or elee the boy’ll
come himeelt.”

80 t'ie old won talked My t Sis
#ife, who, intent on her fog and Sat-
irday el--l-g. gres wmore cheerfu'; and

“ben they st down to lhu Inte dinner of
bean pori iige, with dessert of boiled rice,
hey grew quite merry over it, like two
shiluren ae they were

it down to

“ I n'ly blieve,
al bow much

the meetin’ to day;
oetter my lameners

*“ Well, father, dc j +t an you feel about
‘t, but it wou'd be « dreadful pity to over-
do ayin.”

* Yes, that’s s0; but h'l bern o et of
Savdays cenee [ went, so’ I Mr'
«and it. W'il start early, au no\b-n’l.

ite, I can
wonderf

git s lif partf the way. I do miss the

meetin all tell'w’, an’ T guess the
Lord'Il belp me to en, ’em agin.
been kinder prayin’ slong in my mind

nhm i”

When they were ready to start he said:
“Don’t huh. the collection money,
Eanice.”

Good land slive, Daa’l! Are you clean
crazy that Jou waat to give away your very
Jast cent ?
“] dunno as I'm orasy, but 1 thou‘hl
you said there was eleven cents left, an
guess we can afford to give & penn; nplm
rm o' that. T'd be ashamed enough to go
10 the Lord’s honu. an’ not- put somthin’
in the basket; an’ #0 would you when you
think on it.”
“Iain'c bv‘nld‘.d it when we’ve had it
to give, but dm ar to me this ain't no
time fo- givin'; t with & oalmness born
of despair, she went to the burean-drawer
snd took iwo ceots from. the limp little
ruhl book, and handed one to her bus-
aod

“There! 1don’t know asit makes ln(

dillmneo how the last of it goes. It ain’t
10 bave any words over, aa’ I don’t

-ut to get mygnind all riled up jest as I'm

o’ to meetin’, but it does seem to wme

st & man that's been bonest an’ hard-
workin’ all his life, an’ llhr doin’ an’
givin’ beyond his meaas, an’ hangin’ onto
the | romises as you have, ought to bave
some good come 10 him "fore ever he’s dead;
but instead of um, it’s loes after loss, an’
trial after trial.”

“Now, wife don’t git down-sperited ;
there’s good ahead on us yet— some om it
& comin’ right now, for Deacon Bailey’s
drivin’ down the hill an’ beckoniy’ for us
1o come an” ride. He’s & thoughtful creeler,
bless him 1

The next umi-; Mrs. Bailey said to
‘her “hus ehow, I feel worried
about Unole Duml and his wife. Ineticed

esterday how old ani worn they Jooked—
{ , in fact, You don’t suppose they're
m' do you'?”

I haven’t given the matter s
thou(hl; but he's bad & bad spell of lame
neer, you know”

” Yn but she looks worse than Le does,
if ln#hln

eir son tends them money;
he's dmng quite well out West' now, so
Uacle Daniel told me some time ago, and
they hope he will come home before long.”

“But Aunt Eunice eaid yesterday they
hadn’t heard from him in 80 long that they
were tting worried,”

at’s 100 bad ; but the old folke are
not without funds lnyhov, for I tock up
the eollecl!ou yesterday, and they both put
in money.”

“ Oh, then of course they’re not in need.
I am oo glad, for I was getting quite trou! -
led about them”

Bat st the dinner-table Mrs. Bailey ¢aid :
““‘I haven’t got over my worry about
Unacle Daniel’s folks yet ; they've been on
my mind all the morning, snd I think he’s
Jjust the kind of & man to give his very last
cent 10 the Lord, and enjoy doing it ; and I
do believe they’re in need of some of the
comforts of life. I wish I knew just
what 7

“Now, what a women you are to jump to
conclurion 1,” laughed her husband ; *‘ but
if what you fancy is true, how are we go-
ing to set the maiter right 7 I doo’t believe
Uscle Daniel could cocept charity very
gracefully ; he's the most sensitive man I
know ”

“ Yer ; but be might be grateful for help
if the giver wee unkpown ; we must thm{
out some Pln

* Give 'em n surpriee party,” suggested
Harry. *“1eaw her over st lhl store
Saturday, buying some beans, sn’ she got
two oandles. Taiok of it! Bh
wasn't 0 dangerous as oil, but sl

what she got, anywey.”
~1 -llﬁupul & barrel of isions om
their doorstep sfter dark,” said the Dancon.

“I remember they had a few vegetubles
planted in the yard, but of course it was no
supply for the winter; #o, wife, if you
think best we’ll mace up  barrel full
out of our oellar.”

“And do putin some butter I” mid
Harry, who was an extravagant lover of
that article. *“* Aunt Eanice bought the
littlest pat of it you ever eee-~not more’s |
want 1o one m awful ‘to have to
skimp on bul

But when the things “‘ that could go
jast as well ap not” were brought forth, it
was found needful to use two barrels ; for
apples and potstoss were abundant in the
Deacon’s cellar, and the owner way gener-
ous,

** But how will theold fi'ks ever gt
them in the house 1 said he as he carried
them up the cellar stairs,

s ﬁuppnﬂ T bappen down there a little
after 7 saic  Harry, who )ad entered
whole-benrted into the packing  *‘ Make
up rome erraod for me, can's yo.. 7”7

“1T wight send some of my frait cake
and & mn-r!r .” eaid hie mother Aunt
Eunice #ould take that --; 18t & neighbor-
ly kindnmess, I pr'sumo

ol AII right; you're a. famous lnnnrrl
Won’t it be fur to see the old people’s won-
der? Fity it's past Christmas; then they
might think Banta Claus had come sure
enough. However, I'll tell them that he
got belated.”

The old couple sat in the frelight that
evenir g talking over their affairs, Uncle
Daviel being a8 nsua! the hopeful ouo,
although he was sufferivg much pein
consequence of going into the nd)unlng
woods to gather underbrush, haviog the

privilege of uwr all be oared to callect,
ud the smount aid in sarly in the season
was near'y exbansted

* Havin’ that firewood so handy is »
wonderful blessin',” said the old man
“ ua' the Squire Tikes to have it g0t out of
the woods, 100. He's » olever man, is the

u're,”

“ Bat it nigh kills you to gather i, father |
speoial when you're %0 lame; but we've
got enough on hand now 1o last w long e

be

otber things do, as’ ¢ oll, that't
the end of our housekeeplog far ae | oan
oo I

“If the worst comes 1o the wors,
Unele D-hl flanlly, ** I must see lvun
Lee, an’ see if he oan "low ue & leetle more
on-the old house. Tcdoss "pear 1o me we it
it might be worth s trifls more’s ¢ mort-

now on, beiu’ there's no baok interest.

'ears as if 1 0ovlda’t bear we should
ot of it--not till our beavesly mansion t

ol ready for ue; we must be sure an’ be
rvle that move, wife; an’ these
ight_»flictions —"
o* Hark, Dan’l | Ain't there —cbly
gate 17

hear nthln but the wind, As
e if I did bear a
kindon soued, nm"

“ The dear land |  What would a body

thiak to fod 9 without & . single I'ght In
tke house 1” But before +he coula rise

from ber chair, there cowe a knock on the
door, L

]i‘:'l'.” me, I can’t open it till Igits
t
Bat her hand trembled, and match after
match flared up, sputtered, and went
before one performed its mission ;
when sbe at last opened the door, there
were words of apology on her lips for the
dohy, but when she saw two s onl,
stand n; before her, she was dumb wi
sur)

- Wh whatever's the matter, Eanioe 7
w 5 g

ere
vk Nobody—llnt is, something ; jest come
here & minnit, can’t yo I

Uncle Daniel hobbled to the door, and
after the first shock of wonder was over,
looked out to the road for some sign of the
bringer, but all was deserted and silent,
save for & merry whistle which seemed o
be drawin| 3

el ‘l‘olnmh beavy load for the ravens to
bring, wasn’t it 77 said be, aa he attem pied
to move one of the barrela.

“ Bom hdy(csm:h. now, Dan'l | W's
Harry Bailey.

“Yes, is me sure enough; but hey!
Whlt'- lh.;lllql‘ heret You ain's mov

i

Why, no; but—well, the faot ls, we
don’tre’ly know the meanin’ on't ourselves
Theee ere barrels has come here all of »

suddent, sa’ we don’t know vl nor how *
“ Well, sin’t that joll by, Unele
Daniel, lh'y wust be an tinee—one for

each of you, with body's leve ; you

The Prayer of Faith.

My neighbor, whom I will oall Joba
Saith, ves in the faith-oure. His firm
conviotion iy that the

:n hllh(dwllh hlnwtho ot‘hln day, and
e quoted, of gourse, that fam inr passage,
James 61 14,15, He aaid: * New, if -we
were not 80 uHhv —ll we could jast

olaim thet y when-
ever apy! h u—-o ...nﬁ" not only
-n many valuable Hves and o deal

'whuh« up all the drug slores
-'\l dri the dootors to seek some
ower way of makisg 8 living.”

“I .whhllly doss seem #0,” 1 repldied,
“if your interpretation is correct. Bul all
depende -n: what we understand by the
prayer of o

COf souree N dose hl um.o be no
difference of oniaios yor of
falth bs that offared by ll- 'll o God
st his word, who go o bim aad slaim the
restorstion of the siek 10 healih beosuse
be has promised sueh restoration t those
who ask i

“Thet sounde guite plausible ; bat let
o Jook & limle farther. We must wie
reason anl common sesse in interpreti
the Boriptures.  Owr Saviour seid, ‘ Asl
wod yo | reosive’ Did bhe mean thal
whatever anybody ssked for he would be
e o et I s loper asked bim, very

know it's Valentine’s Day, hul lot me
roll th-m in for yo- out of the cold ; sad,
ice, here’s ove of mother's famous
i she made such » lot of "sm
Bn\ my! her listle present jan’t
vowhere compared with all this!” for
Uncle Daniel bad the barre!
and was gazing st the com
less wonder, while the candl
bhand. Harry turned to go, and Aunt
Eanice fot her wits together sufficiently to
thaok him for the pie and for hie asistance,
and then closing IE. door, attempted with
her shakin, Inndl to help unpack the
barrels, There were vegetables of all
kinds, apples, a roll of butter, generous
pieces of corned pork and beef, and s sack
of flour,

“1T hope you ain’t been & eo-phmn’ to
nebody, Eunice I’

“JIndead I ain’t!
that, Dan’l!”

“Yes, yes, so I did |
pervided for us, sartin.”

“Well in’t that what you’ve nlwnyl
been yin'—that Ha would pnnde an’
now !hl\ He’l gone an’ done it, ‘you're jest
as wonder-struck as you can be. Them
ain’t no store things neither ; they’ve come
from some farmer that has been wrought
npon in his mind to do it,” and poor Aunt
Euoice sat down and cried.

“ Don’t,don’t,dearie |” said her husband.
““ Now don’t go to feelin’ like that, Why,
I'm eo bappy an’ thaokful I don't know
what to do.”

as Eo be I; but there, I wnldn’l In]p
eryiv’, I was 60 overcome. ou 8’pose
8i las had nythmg to do with it fy"

“No, it don’t seem 80 1o me; it ain’t
noways likely as we’ll ever know where
them things come from or who brought
‘em ; eo we'll h-ve to give thanks straight
to the Lord, an’ they won’t go amiss. I
lm] yov, wife, His Fronm- is sure 1"

“An’l hopo an’ pray He n !mg\ve me
for bein’ 80 slow to believe ’em,” eaid she
praitently ; ¢ bul thingedi | look #o des’pert
dark ahead, an’ no light comis’ from no-
wheres ”

“That's jest the time to prove the pro
mises true, dearie.”

Aunt Eunice dried ber eyes, and, pleased
a8 any child, proceeded to look the articles
all over u

You k-ow better’n
Then the Lord’s

“T tell you whet, Daa’l, we'll bave a
regular old - fashioned biled dinmer tc
morrow. Won't th o

“Todeed it -will, Il be' & Thanks-

givin' dinner, t00.”

And theo, regardless of dyspepsia and
disturbed slerp, the old couple ate »
geverous lunch of minoe ple, frait cake
and apples, and sat and talked half the
night.

The next day was very stormy, but
Deacon Bailey had an errand to the “ C
ners,” and stopped on the way hom:

“Here's a lotter that has just come,
Uncle Daniel, I brought it right slong,
thinking you might not get over to day.””

“Oh, 'm powerful giad you did. 1V«
from Silas, the dear ho{l Do set down,
Dencon; while we read it

I'he letter contained a mouey order and
wany loving messages; but, best of all, the
assurance that he was coming home:in the
epring to stay, having saved enough to buy
a nice farm.

“I'm glad to hear that,” eaid the caller.
“ Can I be of any help to Yon in the mean
time ? Jack can bring a load of wood.”

“ Thank yov, thank you kindly, Deacon !
We've enough st present; we’re amezin’
comfortable, un’ now we’ve heard from
Bilas we're happy. Surely goodness sn’
mercy follers us [

They had the ** biled dinner,” and it was
truly eaten with thaakegiving, and grati-
tude to the unuknown flv!f, for in the
gnilelesaness of their child-hke bearts they
never suspected that the barrels came from
the Deacon’s.—Zion's Herald.

delightfal,

Lovg.—Love mak#s drudgery

ly snd lmporinastely, for moury 10
would it be sent 10 him ! We
all believe that there are becessary don-
ditions and limitations In these promiscs
It there were nol, God would oease to
govern the world, He would become »
mere pasderer 10 men's luste. And ae
those lusts would sonfliot, we should soon
have & fearful soene of obsos and ocon
fusion, All turns upon what we mean by
faith,  Faith is trosting ie somebody.
Faith in God is what gives efficacy to
prayer, But when we trust in God, whn
do we menn by it? Do we vbean that he
is -l-ply&nn sod good—that he is able
do an; for us that we ask him to,
ud lhn be Joves us #0 thel he will do it
when we aak, just as & fond, indul,
mother will g pﬁ'
child whatever
not. We confide in God 's wisdom as fully
8o in his power and love. We have faith
is him not merely becamwse he has all
rnr, but because he knows all things ~
the end from the beginning, he ean
tell what is best for us and for the world;
and because he is too just and too holy to
do what is not the very best thing to be
done under all circumstances. Now, let
us apply this to the case of the sick man
whom you Jmpone to resiore to health by
Erlyer by is he sick? God could
ave kept him in health if he bad ehoeen
to, notwithstanding his own impradeoce,
But that man has violated some law of
ffer the penalty ; or
kness as a spiritual dmtplmn
to wean him from worldlicess, to remind
him that he is mortal and ought to prepare
for death, Now, in prostrating that man
on that bed of weakness and pain, is God
wise or upwise 1”

“He is wise, of course; I do not deny
that sickness has its nses.”

“Verr well. Then tell me just how
much sickness ie useful? That man has
been in bed two days. The fevsr will not
bave run its course for & week. Bat you

go there this afterwoon with & few who
nndmlud the Apostle James jusl s you
do, and you koeel down in that wiau's
chamber and pray to God to raise him up,
What do you mean by that prayer ? Whv
if you expeot an immediale snawer, yéu
mean that ¢ h the Lord was wise in
sending that sickness it is neither right
nor wise nor good in him to let it continue
any longer. You propose to limit the die
pensation just when you choose to. Y
sot up, therefors, your wisdom
tion to that of Yo
come 0 thée in hhh ieve
power and in thy love ;-but we bel n
ourselves as well as in thee. We believe
that we know better than you do jast when
this disease should be rebuked and this
man rectored 0 bealth.’ Is that prayer
snimated by faith in Gol? No, for it
ignores that cowdition of all true prayer
siated by our Baviour in Gethsemdne,
 Neverthelees not wy will but thine be
done’ If there is auything that God
specially abhors it is lrunm‘ in ourpelves
instead of trusting in him. And the more
insidious this trust the more dangerous it
is.” You faith-oure men seem to have
great faith in Gol when you go to bim and
ask him to restore & sick man to health.
But you ask in such a way as to show that
you want to take the control of the case
out of hia ba1 ds into your own. True faiti
in firat of all reverent. It bows in sdoration
before God and cries in deep humility, ‘T
koow pothing. ‘I am vothing, I come
ulterly weak avd ignorant, and cast myself
at thy feet. O hear me in thy great mercy,
snd grant that which I ask, but only if it
seemeth good in tky sight’ I believe in
praying for the sick, and that God often
gives special answerstio such prayers. But
I do not believe that he ever intended to
ul the absolute control of sickness in the
ande of any finite being, My idea of
prayer is thatit is going ‘o God always, for
all !hilp, a8 ohild goee to & father, Tt
inw of our fid in him.

Love outruns law and leaves it far bebind.
Not to be ab'e and permitted to serve is

palty. The question is not,*‘What must

do?" bnl“wahnl mly Ido? To give
pleasure is its jov. rieve its object in
to grieve u-l! ove is &n secret spring of
the believer's li snd this makes him
often pass in the 'Mld for an uuulut

We tnll "bim of onr wanta and desires not
because he is igrorant of thqm, bhut beeause
he loves to have us to come to him snd
tell him that we trust him, that we know
he cares for us, and will make all things
work tngether for our . Prayer should
be speoifl, for little things ae well ao for
irut ones, beosuse (hersby our faith s

Tt stope st -othlw
are a0 wore 1o It than plains, It olup
the oross and kisses it Love

Mary,when the soldiers quaked with m.
Love hovaring round the sepulohre
wh the dissiples were soatiered to
thelr tomen. Love has o joy of {1 owe,
which & stranger oannol understand. 11 s
fod by the unseen Bpirls of God, whils
reposing on an unseen Saviour. To lose
lite 'ov{l- s o goln 0. To sufler mariyr
dom for Jeaus, s 16 s him slanding st
the right band of God, weilag 0 welosme
his -nnl o glory — Selee

Wortune's .nvm

m‘ilho- -'Lo oourt M-:‘ those
are always looking out for Investiga:
ing the nitien (hat Wre offered.
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