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M there is any fact of history that can- | ypi"i, aqually ‘true of local mission
mat be disputed; that mever has been |y oy If o church is located in a com-
body, or sect of Chris- | opipe where mission work neodsb:n ::
- | dome, when such work can sibly
e ‘t- in the world, that that | jon, surely it is the duty and privilege
w an outward visible form, or, | or g1l divinely suthorised missionary
» loesl sodlety, as swch, to undertake, and
which are in the New Testament desig- |,y jrodly and faithfully to prosecute her
neted by the word “Ekilesia™ and prop- | God.given -{: 2
enly translated church. Such @ sacred trust needs the best
“The church,” says Dr. Harvey, “is the | ijom experience, and diversified gifts
form of the Kingdom of | of 41,0 Vhole body, and if trusted to any
(ot g the Divine crganization ap- | oeper society, it cannot be so well done
panted e It i= strange, indeed, that any Christian
Yy, Orguniaed and gaverned by the | oo, 11"yl to see that the organization of
lnws of the invisible King, and eomposed | o kind of a society for doing Christian
of the subjocts of the Meavenly Kingdom, | o1 iy not only an injury to, but also a
the symbol of fealty, have pub- | oy g0l upon, the church of Christ.
allegiance to Him. the |y church is nof a Youxa People’s
chusrch Stly represents that Kingdom Society of Christian Endeavor, it is true.
The Aposties in reoeiving authority 10 | gy ¢ jy o Christian Endeavor Society
wnder inepiration, the forurand | ovory member of which, old and yovng,
avder of the chureh, recelved the keys of | op 4ng poor, is bound by his allegiance
the Kingdow of Heaven. Wherever they [ 5 Chyrigt, the Eﬂumlrr of the Society,
gethorod dissiples they orgabised & | und by his coveBan of membership in
Phurvh, and ot their death they left this | 0 Loniaty to endearor, in every pos
o the distinetive and only visible form | 5300 T o onerate with all the

to the Lord, and should be expended in
prosecuting the work whick dle has laid

the church, but &re now d
cduse you wn?ﬁhr of the
If that is not ty to
and if it does mot tend to | the
sense of responsibility which bershi
in tite church is supposed to involve,
then I shall be obliged to acknowledge

my stupid

But suj the young brother should
contend he did just as much work
before ined the society as after;then

it is manifest that he should not have
joined it, for now he must divide his Ig
alty and devotion between it and the
gt 1 that if the pastor
But it is arguec at il e
keeps an eye upon all the work of the
society, he can easily-preventany of the
evils here pointed out. To which-we re-
ply, Why organize a society for doing

Nettle’s Conquest.
EMILIE GOODCHILD,

“ A little child shall lead them.”
“Uncle, don’t you have family wor-

ship 77

lgmeut Mead's eyes dropped, and he
strove to evade the direct question of the
little one perched upon his knee by call-
ing attention to some robins in the gar-
den. Ornithology was his hobby, and
had he known how to adapt his know-
ledge of his numerous pets to the com-

rehension of his little niece, he might
E-ve succeeded in banishing, for the
time being at least, the subject which
called forth her question. But Ernest
Mead was a bachelor who never went in-
to society and had until recently a de
cided ion to child What won

the church's work, which qui the
wisdom of the pastor to prevent the
development of its acknowledged evil
tendencies ?

If the pastor has not wisdom enough
to organize and lead the church as a
whole, he will not likely have enough to
prevent the growth of the inherent evils
of a half-dozen societies,

4th. The organizing of human societias
for doing the church's work is a reflec
tion upon the wisdom of the church’s
TLord. If He had thought other societies
than the church, necessary, He would
doubtless bave made provision for such
i Axs He bas not done so,

of the Kingdow of Christ on carth | other members_in the d p o

Thes divinely conetitated and inspired | (b, nward spiritual life of the body,

the church s GGas axguniontion in which | 4y in promoting its outward selfen
oth

the Mady Sydrit dwills and from which | 000 ont

diwins op forpes go forth o trans Yes; but. said 8 pastor to me, not
faren the world from sin 10 boliness, and | 10 Jinn “In my church thero are o lot
et it 4o the swny of Christ. © The | of b mambers, who will do nothing but

ntin of bl ahiall mot porevall aguinet ity 1ong Ly ers and spoil the meotings,
bt throngh it ae the medium of God's | h 1 have o number of young mem
o, the grand viskoms of anelent pro- | ooy who ure willing and anxious to

powdioting the trimmph of the Mes | Loy 0 | nnt, therefore, right in organ
wasie Kingdow hall find realisation i | jiny  (hem into & Christian Endeavor

whether the church s | 30" npwer is, decidedly No, In or
o, b adapted 1o all | ooising the young into any kind of &
| socioty for Christian work, you are doing
& wrong both to the older and the
youn, mbers, by separating those
whom God intended should be * fitly
joimed together " in the great work

In doing »0 you are acknowledging
your own inability to organize and lead
the Lord's army in solid phalanx againat
the enemy, and this is doing yourself a
churrh mond 10 be uppl wrong, if you have been called of God to
ooy wwdeties in ondor o ¢ e werk
bt psnnlbde resufts? No, the church itself is a divinely

O im athor worde, bs there any depart | gythoviged and & divinely organized so
it of Christin w Hing organis | ojaty for doing every kind of Christian
beore within, o | work that can possibly need to be done,
bureh a4 | und for the execution of her grest

sccomydishment of the

oomditions of |

ww oty the peetle sone
the  wdillerence of th
mgpirit ol thimge reasclepeed noer -
ngess s mtd v pmeantione bt
ol 1o the wark oF evingelimti

chang-d conditvn of thing. *

wored by the

v ot §ond mission she has been divinely officered
. k o know what | and « pped 3
ot of work bs, and let us When He ascended upon high He led

t . ty by the | suptivity eaptive, and gave glfts unto
ation. w at Iy | men. He gave to the church apostles

and prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teashers. What for? To organize so-
. or- | gieties and multiply machinery? « For
all possible | the perfecting of the saints, for the work
or. il possibile | of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ (i. e, the church itself),
till we all come in the unity of the faith.
and the knowledge of the Son of God
untn a perfeet man, into the measure

Bt of o the cthe
suthorisnd and
”Iw. bno

hand, this divinely

wiar 10 sttept Lo supplegnent it
any such wt, however fair, it may
joonmine ot the beginning, must in the
wnd wenkon and ren tive the | of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
one and only God given institution, the We take the ground, therefore, that
chrch of Christ all societies for doing Christian syork
The churel is divinely constituted : | other than the chureh itself, should be
possesses all the functions snd facilities urged for the following reasons:
for welf-zovernment, forinward Ist. They are not needed. If it be
spiritaal development : and for outwand | true that the chureh itself is a divinely
authorized rociety, perfectly adapted to
the prosecution of every department of
Christian work, then it must be clear to
all who will think of the matter, that
other societies are needless, and he who

v e

a Selfdisciplinary So.

Christian pro on-and Jov attempts to justify their existence, will
the part of individual bre fait to | he under the necessity of showing that
baing thenl 10 4 vight « then the

s mnst he

the church is not perfectly adapted to all
dealt_with by the | departments of Christisn work. Until
or Matt. xviii and its ac- | yome one shall succeed in doing thit. we
carrviog with it the author- | cannot be driven from the position here

at Head of the chuarel taken.
urch is o Mutual Edification o 2nd. They encourage that which the
ety Word of God manifestly discourages,i.e.,

Vaul certainly advan,
i his letter to the Epl
From Whom™ (i. +. from
‘whaole bady ir
od “togother, and  comy

which every joint supplictn

. | class distinctions in the church.
| In the Bible idea of the church, there
» | is neither old nor young, male nor fe
male, rich nor poor, high nor low. ‘It ix
| the household of God, Jesus Christ Him
conding to'| self being the Chief Corner, in whom all
the effectual working in the measure of | the building fitly framed together grow
v part, maketh incr | eth unto an holy temple in the Lord.'
| But it will be clear to anyone who will
look at the matter with unbiased mind
that the organization of certain classes of
the church membership into distinet and

sian
n (Chris

between | separate socioties must tend to weaken
ale, but the | and disjoint this divine cormpact which
vory oppewite. They are pot to work | the Lord would have remain, *fitly
bt “fithy joined together * o (hat | framed together, and so grow into an

the abder may b stimulated by the en | holy tample in Himself,
thusinsn and buoyancy of the younger Lot all the brethren of one faith in any
and the younger snd belped by | given community organize themselves

the riper wisdow »

into & general Missionary Society, all the
of the oldder ey

any | sisters of the same faith organise them

P | selves into an Ald Society; and all the
loing | young people—whether Christian or not
wha ineline to the same doctrinal ‘be

wh | liefs, orgunize themselves into a Chris
) 4rom | tian Endeavor Society, and what further |
m..;. ,|‘.. noed have you for the church organiza
o b s Rene .t ' how s

o sndor the v aut I oblignt You have then three humanly eonsti
10 4o e " rend wte dal | tuted ehure instead of the one divine
Saniotane f i y oonstituted church. And this for the
o athors who may b i1 b oof such | past twenty y ibtedly been
hoed the te

bem the o
wond of elys, thes

Lot the growth comtinue along’ the
sanre line for the next twenty vears, and

it is manifest that He considered the or-
ganization whose principles are present
ni,his teaching, and afterward formulated
by inspired Apottles, was all that was
necessary for the carrying on of His work
‘and we do not think we s ‘asking too
much of even the wisest leaders among
us, when we wsk them to admit thet the
Lord’s way of doing things ‘is probably
wiser and better than their own.

Yes; but, says the objector, Your
theory is disposed of by the practical
working of these societios. The results
of the organization have been inereased
enthusiasm, greator ecarnestness and
activity in the Lord's work, meetings
more Iargoly sttended, and greator
readiness to take part; members of the
“hurch who never did much before, are
now at work.

Very good, we say; but if this new
zal has been erated, this unusual
enthusiaan awakened, these new signs of
life created, simply by the introduction
of “some novel method, and not by an in
crense of piety and spiritual power in
the church membership, what then t

With regard to all such hollow er
thusiasm as is being awakened today by
mechanical means and novel methods, 1
think I hear the Lord saying, as of old
“To what purpose is the multitade of
vour sacrifices unto me? . . . lam
full of the burnt offerings of rams, and
the fat of fed beasts; I delight not in
the blood of bullocks or of lambs, or of
hé goats. When ye come to appéar be
fore me, who hath required this at your
hand, to tread my courts ?”

Thirty, forty, and fifty years ago, be
fore: societies were heard of, and when
novel methods were unknown among us,
tidal waves of revival power frequently
swept over the land, leaving behind
them thousands, concerning whose con-
version and cdnnéction to God there was
no doubt.

But since the strange fire of outside
societies has been brought in and placed
upon the altar of the Lerd, and since
the shallow, thorn-crackling, superficial
activity, created by novel methods, has
taken the place of the painfal soul
travail, and mighty wrestling with God
in pfaver, which characterized the Bap-
tists of these Provinces thirty years ugo,
such blessed seasons of spiritual quick-
ening, and saving power as those wi

sssed in the past, are no longer ex-
need.

For a nnmber of years past the Report
presented to convention of the state of
the depominition, has lamented the
small increase in our church member
ship, and the general lack of spiritual
power among the members.

During these years, outside societies
for doing church work have been rapidly
increasing in number, and. glowing re-
ports of their great usefulness come to
us” from time to time; but still the
spiritual dearth of the churches oon
tinue. Our Sabbathschools, with few
exceptions, run themselves as they
ploase, the churches having neither con
trol of themn nor interest in them. Ro.
cieties multiply, an artificially-created
enthusiasm abounds, the energy and
ingenuity of ors are taxed in origin
ating new methods of socalled church
work, and in suggesting new wrinkles for
social and literary entertainments; but
in spite of all this outside bustle, and
flourishing of trumpets,or rather | believe
becawse of these things, God is dis
plensed, Hig blessing is withheld, and the
churches languish

All such innovations and institutions,
I believe, are an abomination in the
sight of God, because they are a reflec
tion upon His divine wisdom, in that
they undertake work which He has com
mitted to the church. The wisdom of
organizing other societies than churches,
for doing the church's work, s, in our
indgment, about equal to the wisdom of
bujlding a wheelbarrow with which to
do the work of n lightening oxpress

If we desire a return of the old-time
revivals and mighty displays of God's

ehupeh st Cowinth
n the matter
s abaost way

e not at all lmpossible that the condi
tiom of things above described may be « |
fact and not » fangy |

We ® the assurance “the gatos of |
hell shiall not provail against the ehurch
Lot wa see 1o i1 that the gates of heaven di
wot prevail againet her 3

Il These sociotion must of necessity
weaken the sense of loyality and respon. |
sibility to the ehurch, which should char
. wtied soteriee every wember. lndividual mem

it Paul knew nothing of such meth | Lors of thase sociotine may deny that this |
ade and w0 he wiste as Mllows Now, | statement has boon true in their own ex- |
ooncerning the collectoom fw (he saints petie Baf any number of suc
1 have given ander 1o the Mials would not prove to a nu.hl{ul[
of Galatia, even o do yo. Upon the |y w that the tendency of the prin. |
Bent day of the wook bt every iple involved is not in lh—-lbnw-lmn‘wrs
pou day by i In store as indicated. 1t #t be s0 in the nature
g red b And what he of things. | meet & yonng brother and
e wrote under inspiration of the Holy | say to him, Well you have joined the

| direct presentation of the Gospel of

saving power, our desires will not be
realized by organizing societios and mul
tiplying machinery, but by & return to
the old paths, by honoring God's own
institutions and ordinances, by hearty
consecration of our church members|
to God's service, by fervent prayer anc
humble relisnce on the encrgy of the
Divine spirit sccompanying the simple,

Josus Christ, which is still the power of
God unto salvation to every one that
believeth,

By your permission, Mr. Editor, 1
will send you, as soon as convenient, &
review of the model constitution of the

P.RC.E
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i A Good Investment

is that which yields large returns from o
nfn-ll tmll.v{. Reader, the way is cloar !

.,.:-o .:;I:-uu"."’ 4... A Christian  Endeavor Soclety, | under
o y i Lt i the | sland? Yes, And you are now doin
apostle were living snd writing today, | (hristian work Imm’lha- dpot n’r
e would -ab o saclety other than | your membership in that Society T Yes.
'Sy for doing the chyrch's 'n..u you were & member of the church
wark for some vears before joined the so-
. The chureh b & lhdnuwwy. {aloty? Yes. Did noty:‘vﬁ‘l membership
And she cannot and dare not d over | in the church place you under the most
hu-—‘ﬂty,h-—-—!ym, | saered obligation to do that very work |
.‘.'*.-1 Mer commission | which you are now doing you!
s “Go yo into all world and preach | are & member of the society ? Well, yes
the 10 every creature.” l!-wuy! I suppose it did. 8till you did not do
must raised order 1o obev the | the work because you were a member of

o ) no chance, big returns !
If you are like most of mankind you
have somewhere a weaknoss—don't feel

Golden
fresh blood courses th

der, then, that his efforts to-evade Net-
tie's question were unavailing, and that
she persistently patted his cheek with
her chubby hand and repeated, “U'ncle,
don't you have family worship ? Mamma
did.”

“Mamma did.” No sooner had the
wordy escaped the child's lips than a tear
foll from Ernest Mead's eyes to the little
hand on his cheek.

“ What makes you cry ? does something
hurt you 7" was the ready query as the
tiny arms were olasped about his neck
and in pure sympathy the soft, fair cheek
of the child pressed that of the bearded
man

Emest Mead's thoughts went back to
the time when the mother of this little
one shared his life so fully that their joys
and sorrows were one. Indeed, it was
often remarked by those who knew them
best that Chiarle® and Mary Lamb could
not have loved h other more devoted
ly than this brother and sister. Bat one
summer a handsome strangor came to

fair young Iady. “I do u
Ernest, because I' Jove ward more ;
please do not blame she waid, ns
she told her brother of their betrothal,
dwelling, as young ladies are apt to
do, upon the peculiar merits of her
hera,

“ Lot wo. keep my own place Ruth.
think I love you too truly to mind beipg
seoond,” wis Ernest's loydl answer,
And with hor he ig upon her
brother's ulder verrad that
his place in her heart should be ke

sacred

But her lover watched with jealous
eves the devotion of brother and sister
To his narrower visi med inored
ible that such a lov uld exist without
detracting something from his share of
her aftections, and emphatically rejecting
the proposition that they all share one
home, removed to a distant country with
his bride, taking eare to prevent as muchi
A8 Poss: intercourse between brother
and sis

Ernest Mead pined so continually for
his sister's companionship that in three
years he seemed to have aged ten. Then
he sought solace in his books—those
true friends which so often afford
strength and comfort to the weary and
oppressed, and for five years studied the
best authors with a spirit of earnestness
that would have vhamed many of our
college students. One day, while busy
at his work, a telegram was brought in
which stated that by & terrible railway
accident his sister and ‘her husband had
lost their lives. The husband had died
instantly and Ruth lingered only long
enough to request that her brother be
sent for and to write faintly on a slip of
paper, “Emest, I leave my baby to you,
and in doing so die happily.” 5

So the little one whose life had been
spared by being left at home with her
nurse instead of accompanying her par.
ents, was brought to the home by her
bachelor uncle, and straightway = she,
that little six-year-old girl, became mis.
tress of that establishnient, masters and
servants alike doing obedience to her
will. And now she has asked a question
which the ministers in the town would
bave shrunk from putting to Ernest
Mead. Was it the Spirit of God speak-
ing through the little one to this stern
man? One thing is cerfain: his heart
softened as the cheek of the child
pressed his own, and after only a few
moment’s silence he asked tende
« Nettie, what is family worship lik
here was something »o pure and
artless in the astonished gaze of the
child as she put the question, “ Uncle
don't you know?"* that he felt con

strained to wnswer truthfully, ] have

never been in s home where they have

family worship, Nettie ; how did mamma
»

SBhe read verses out of the Bible,
and then we_ kneelod down while she
prayed

“Who was in the
it beside you and mamma 7

“The servants

“Didn't p

‘ No; mamma always did

He romembered how his sister had
written him of her conversion and that
she had made no allusion to her husband,
red if her married lifo had
& happy one. “AL any rate, she
been a faithful mather, for it was
evident from the intelligent answers of
her child shoe had beon carefully in

room when you had

wapa read or pray !

struot and now this child was his;

he o folt his own weakness so
much ‘

“1 dont know how to pry,” confessed

this man, whom the world called

,*Now, I lay me,’ was the

And again the tears came

into Ernest Mead's eyes. Ho prossed
the child to his bosom, and he carried
her out into the garden; and s they
plucked the flowers, Nottie laughed so
merrily that he caught the infection and
more than once joined her

to Mr. Meade ; he's not
wan since that ohild
sy, the ocook, to the

She's doin’ what nobody else under
n could do, makin' & bettor man of
him,” was the roply

an, Elisa | he

L
“No, 1 moan what | say; & better
man ; you know well enough be never
thinks of nothin' beyond this world, but
that child'll bring him to it; see if she
don't.”

While this colloquy was going on in
the kitchen, Nottie and her uncle had
enough flowers to adomn the
brary ; by the time they had finished
th.t.‘ the tea-bell rang.
“1 can lay me,’ Unale,”

, ‘ Now,
“Neottie, in her t dress, stood at

and you are another being!

her uncle’s side, with her great, dark

eyes raised to his. He arose, walked
SheiTa Longmegtented Dibie,rosumoeh bis
shelf a lonlmglwc'd Bible, resum is
seat ndull the hwm mo&;
then, with- trembling t

n::’d Was.it chance, think you,
that caused his attention to be" drawn
to the third chapter of John'? And was
it surprising that, in his state of mind at
that time, he should quickly recognize in
those words the outstretched hand of a

yearning Saviour to rep sinners.

They knelt down, he and the child,
her hand clasped firmly in his. She re-
peated her little prayer, “Now, I lay
me,” adding, in her own quaint way,
“help me to be good, and make uncle
good, too.” Then another voice, a deeper
voice, broke the stillness ; and there was
joy among the angels in heaven. They
tuned their harps anew and sang praires
to God, for the lost was found, the
wanderer reclaimed. Proud, stern Ern-
nest Mead bowed humbly at the feet of
Jesus.

The church was crowded. The ordin
ance of baptism is always regarded with
interest; but this was a peculiarly
happy oceasion, and the minister's eyes
glowed with a holy light as he announced
his text, % A little child shall lead them.”
There were only two candidates; but as
the choir sang, “.Just-as I am, without
one plea,” and the minister led down
into the water & man past the meridian
of life, and & six-yearold child, there was
not a dry eve in the church.

“What!"” you say, “ receive that baby
into churoh fellowship 7"

Why not, my friend? Would vou
presume to question the wisdom of Him
who has seen fit to hide these things
from the wise and prudent, and reveal

the village and won the affections of the |
e you less. |

them unto babes ?— National Baptist.
c-—-

An Exploded Book.

The Bible is a book which has been re
futed, demolished, overthrown, and ex-
ploded, more times than any other book
you ever heard of. Every little while
somebody starts up and upsets this book;
and it is like upsetting a solid cube of
granite. It is just as big one way as the
other; and when you have upset it, it is
right side up, and when you overturn it
agnin it is right side up still. Every little

Pt | sehile somebody blows up the Bible ; but

when it comes down it always lights on
its feet, and runs faster than ever through
the world. They overthrew the Bible a
oentury ago, in Voltaire's ‘time—entirely
demolished the whole thing. In less
han & hundred - years, said Voltaire,
Christianity will have been swept from
existence, and will have passed into his-
tory. Infidelity can riot through France,
red-handed and impious. A century has
1 away. Voltaire has “pagsed into
history,” and not very respectable his-
tory either; but the Bible still lives.
Thomas Paine demolished the Bible, and
finished it off finally ; but after he drop-
ped into a drunkard's grave in 1809, the
ook took such a leap that since that
time more than twenty times as many
Bibles have been made and scattered
through the world as ever were made
before since the creation of man. Up to
the year 1800, from four to six million
copies of the Scriptures, in some thirty
different languages, comprised all that
'had been produced sinee the world be-
gan. Righty years later, in 1880, the sta-
tistics of eighty different Bible societies
' which are now in existence, with their
unnumbered agencies and auxiliaries, re-
ported more than 165,000,000 Bibles, Tes-
taments, and portions of Scripture, with
two hundred and six new lations of
Bibles or portions of the Bible distribut-
ed by Bible societies alone since 1804 ; to
say nothing of the unknown millions of
Bibled and Testaments which have been
issued and circulated by private publish-
ers throughout the world. For a Book
that has been exploded so many times,
this Book still shows signs of consider-
able life.

R

Ruskin’s Mistake.

Looking back upon my writings for
the last twenty years, I believe their
failure has been in very great part owing
to my compromise with the infidelity of
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the outer world, and my i

base my pleading upon motives of ordin-
ary prudence and kindness, instead of
on the primary duty of loving God—
foundation other than which no man can
lay: 1 thought myself speaking to a
crowd which could only be influenced by
visible utility ; nor was I the least aware
how many entirely good and haly persons

|

|
|

were living in the faith and love of God
as vividly and practically now as ever in
the early enthusiasm of Christendom,
until, chiefly in oom{qmncf of the great
illness which, for some time after 1878,
forbade my accustomed literary labor, 1
was brought into closer personal relations

| with the friends in America, Scotland,

Ireland, Italy, to whom, if I am spared to
write any record of my life, it will be seen
that | owe the best hopes and highest
thoughts which have supported and
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guided the force of my 1 mind.
Theso have shown me, with lovdly imite-
tion, in how many secret places the
rmy:-r was made which I had foolishly
istened for at the corners of the streets,

| and on bow many hills, which I bad

thought left desolate, the host of heaven

| still moved in chariots of fire. Butsurely

the time has come when all these faith
ful armies should lift up the standard of
their Lord—not by might, nor by power,
but by His Spirit, bringing victory, that
théy should no more be hidden, nor
‘overcome of evil, but overcome evil
with good.” If the enemy cometh in like
& flood, how much more may the rivers
of paradise T Are there not fountains of
the great deep that open to bless, not to
destroy T And the beginning of blessing,
if you will think of it, Is in that promise,
“(iroat will be the peace of thy children.”
All the world is but one orphanage, so
long as ita children know not God their
Fathoer ; and all wisdom and knowledge
is only more bewildered darkness, so

s you have not taught them the fear
the Lord ; not to takeon out of the
world in monastic sorrow, but to be kept

from its evil in shepherded peace. . Jo|
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