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Such a sacred trust needs the best 
wisdom, experience, and diversified gifts 

other society, it cannot be so well done 
It ix strange, indeed, that any Christian 
could fail to see that the organization of 

| reproach upon, the church of Christ. 
The church is not a Yousa People’s 

Society of Christian Endeavor, it is true. 

to Christ, the erage? of the Society, 
| and by his covebant of membership in 
| the society, to endearor, in every pos 
sible way, to cooperate with all the 

the church, but are now d 
cduse you res ember of the 

If that is not ty to 
and if it does mot tend to | the 
sense of responsibility which bershi 
in tite church is supposed to involve, 
then I shall be obliged to acknowledge 
my stupid 
But su; the young brother should 

contend he did just as much work 
before ined the society as after;then 
it is manifest that he should not have 
joined it, for now he must divide his lo 
alty and devotion between it and the 

gor 1 that if the pastor But it is arguec at il e 
keeps an eye upon all the work of the 
society, he can easily-prevent any of the 
evils here pointed out. To which-we re- 
ply, Why organize a society for doing 

Nettle’s Conquest. 

EMILIE GOODCHILD, 

“ A little child shall lead them.” 
“Uncle, don't you have family wor- 

ship 7” 
Woront Mead's eyes dropped, and he 

strove to evade the direct question of the 
little one perched upon his knee by call- 
ing attention to some robins in the gar- 
den. Ornithology was his hobby, and 
had he known how to adapt his know- 
ledge of his numerous pets to the com- 
rehension of his little niece, he might 
Bre succeeded in banishing, for the 
time being at least, the subject which 
called forth her question. But Ernest 
Mead was a bachelor who never went in- 
to society and had until recently a de 
cided ion to child What won the church's work, which qui the 

wisdom of the pastor to prevent the 
development of its acknowledged evil 
tendencies ? 

If the pastor has not wisdom enough 

to organize and lead the church as a 
whole, he will not likely have enough to 
prevent the growth of the inherent evils 
of a half-dozen societies, 

4th. The organizing of human societies 
for doing the church's work is a reflec 
tion upon the wisdom of the church's 
Tord. If He had thought other societies 
than the church, necessary, He would 
doubtless have made provision for such 

i As He bas not done so, | other members, in the d 1 0 
| the inward spiritual life of the body, 
{ and In promoting its outward selfen 
largement 
Yes; but. said a pastor to me, not 

| long since, “In my church thero are a lot 

| of old members, who will do nothing but 

make long prayers and spoil the meetings, 
and | have a number of young mem 

| bers who are willing and anxious to 
| work ; am 1 not, therefore, right in organ 
ising them into a Christian Endeavor 
society ? 
My answer is, decidedly No. In or 

ganiging the young into any kind of » 

| society for Christian work, you are doing 

a wrong both to the older and the 
youn, mbers, by separating those 
whom God intended should be © fitly 
joimed together" in the great work 

In doing so you are acknowledging 
your own inability to organize and lead 

the Lord's army in solid phalanx against 
the enemy, and this is doing yourself a 
wrong, If you have been called of God to 

the work 
No, the church itself is a divinely 

authovised and a divinely organized so 
clety for doing every kind of Christian 
work that can possibly need to be done, 

| and for the execution of her great 
mission she has been divinely officered_ 

| and equipped 2 
When He ascended upon high Fe led 

ivity eaptive, and gave gifts unto 
men. He gave to the church apostles 

and prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers. What for? To organize so- 
cieties and multiply machinery? « For 
the perfecting of the nts, for the work 

of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ (i. e., the church itself), 
till we all come in the unity of the faith. 
and the knowledge of the Son of God 

unto a perfect man, into the measure 

of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 
We take the ground, therefore, that 

all societies for doing Christian syork 

other than the church itself, should be 
urnged for the following reasons: 
They are not needed. If it be 

true that the chureh itself is a divinely 
authorized society, perfectly adapted to 
the prosecution of every department of 
Christian work, then it must be clear to 
all who will think of the matter, that 
other societies are needless, and he who 
attempts to justify their existence, will 
he under the necessity of showing that 

the church is not perfectly adapted to all 
departments ‘of Christisn work. Until 
some one shall succeed in doing thit. we 

| cannot be driven from the position here 
taken. 

9nd. They encourage that which the 
Word of God manifestly discourages, i. e., 

I 

| In the Bible idea of the church, there 

male, rich nor poor, high nor low. ‘It ix 
| the household of God, Jesus Christ Him 

| self being the Chief Corner, in whom all 
| the building fitly framed together grow 
| eth unto an holy temple in the Lord.’ 
But it will be clear to anyone who will 
look at the matter with unbiased mind 
that the organization of certain classes of 
the church membership into distinct and 
separate societies must tend to weaken 
and disjoint this divine compact which 

the Lord would have remain, ‘fitly 

framed together, and so grow into an 
holy temple in Himself 

Let all the brethren of one faith in any 
given community organize themselves 
into a general Missionary Society, all the 
sisters of the same faith organise them 
solves into an Ald Society; and all the 
young people whether Christian or not 
wha incline to the same doctrinal ‘be 

lef, organize themselves into a Chris 
tian Endeavor Society, and what further | 
need have you for the church organiza 
Chow 
You have then three humanly consti 

tuted ehure instead of the one divine 
y constituted church. And this for the 
past twenty y ibtedly been 

Lot the growth continue along’ the 

sanre line for the next twenty years, and 

it is manifest that He considered the or. 
ganization whose principles are present 
ni, his teaching, and afterward formulated 
by inspired Apottles, was all that was 
necessary for the carrying on of His work 
‘and we do not think we ss ‘asking too 
much of even the wisest leaders among 
us, when we wsk them to admit thet the 
Lord's way of doing things ‘is probably 
wiser and better than their own. 

Yes; but, says the objector, Your 
theory is disposed of by the practical 

working of these societios. The results 
of the organization have been inereased 
enthusiasm, greater earnestness and 
activity in the Lord's work, meetings 
more Iargoly attended, and greater 
readiness to take part; members of the 
“hurch who never did much before, are 
now at work. 

Very good, we say; but if this new 
zal has been erated, this unusual 

enthusiaan awakened, these new signs of 
life created, simply by the introduction 
of “some novel method, and not by an in 
crease of piety and spiritual power in 
the church membership, what then t 
With regard to all such hollow er 

thusiasm as is being awakened today by 
mechanical means and novel methods, 1 
think I hear the Lord saying, as of old 
“To what purpose is the multitude of 
your sacrifices unto me? . . . lam 
full of the burnt offerings of rams, and 
the fat of fed beasts; I delight not in 
the blood of bullocks or of lambs, or of 
hé goats. When ye come to appéar be 
fore me, who hath required this at your 
hand, to tread my courts?” 

Thirty, forty, and fifty years ago, be 
fore: societies were heard of, and when 
novel methods were unknown among us, 
tidal waves of revival power frequently 
swept over the land, leaving behind 
them thousands, concerning whose con- 
version and cdnnéction to God there was 
no doubt. 

But since the strange fire of outside 
societies has been brought in and placed 
upon the altar of the Lerd, and since 
the shallow, thorn-crackling, superficial 
activity, created by novel methods, has 
taken the place of the painful soul 
travail, and mighty wrestling with God 
in paver, which characterized the Bap- 
tists of these Provinces thirty years ugo, 
such blessed seasons of spiritual quick- 
ening, and saving power as those wi 

sssed in the past, are no longer ex- 
need. 

For a nnmber of years past the Report 
presented to convention of the state of 
the depominition, has lamented the 
small increase in our church member 
ship, and the general lack of spiritual 
power among the members. 

During these years, outside societies 
for doing church work have been rapidly 
increasing in number, and. glowing re- 
ports of their great usefulness come to 
us” from time to time; but still the 
spiritual dearth of the churches oon 
tinue. Our Sabbathschools, with few 
exceptions, run themselves as they 

please, the churches having neither con 
trol of then nor interest in them. Ro. 
cieties multiply, an artificially created 
enthusiasm abounds, the energy and 

ingenuity of ors are taxed in origin 
ating new methods of socalled church 
work, and in suggesting new wrinkles for 
social and literary entertainments; but 
in spite of all this outside bustle, and 
flourishing of trumpets,or rather | believe 
becawse of these things, God is dis 
pleased, Hig blessing is withheld, and the 

churches languish 
All such innovations and institutions, 

I believe, are an abomination in the 

sight of God, because they are a reflec 
tion upon His divine wisdom, in that 
they undertake work which He has com 

mitted to the church. The wisdom of 
organizing other societies than churches, 
for doing the church's work, is, in our 
judgment, about equal to the wisdom of 
building a wheelbarrow with which to 
do the work of n lightening express 

If we desire a return of the old-time 
revivals and mighty displays of God's 

tie not at all impossible that the condi 

tiem of things above described may be « | 
fact and not » fangy | 
We ® the assurance “the gatos of | 

hell shall not prevail against the church 
Loot wa see to if that the gates of heaven di 
wot prevail against her 3 

irl. These sociotion must of necessity 
weaken the sense of loyality and respon. | 
sibility to the ehurch, which should char 

Individual mem 
bors of these societios may deny that this | 
statement has boon true in their own ex | 
perc Buf any number of suc { 
pials would not prove to a oughtful | 
) wm that the tendency of the prin. | 
ple involved is not in the direction have 

Indicated. It #t be 50 in the nature 
of things. | meet & yonng brother and 
say to him, Well you have joined the 
Christian Endeavor Society, | under 
sand? Yes. And you are now doing 
Christian work from the d of 

wolerisee every member | direct presentation of the Gospel of 

saving power, our desires will not be 
realized by organizing societies and mul 
tiplying machinery, but by a return to 
the old paths, by honoring God's own 
institutions and ordinances, by hearty 
consecration of our church members| 
to God's service, by fervent prayer anc 
humble reliance on the encrgy of the 
Divine spirit accompanying the simple, 

Jesus Christ, which is still the power of 

God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth, 
By your permission, Mr. Editor, 1 

will send you, as soon as convenient, » 
review of the model constitution of the 

PR CE 
-- 

i A Good Investment 

is that which yields large returns from » 
small outlay. Reader, the way is clear ! 

N lati no chance, big returns ! 
your membership in that Society 7 Yes. 
But you were a member of the church 
for some years before you joined the so 

{eloty? Yes. Did not your membership 
| in the church place you under the most | 
sacred obligation to do that very work : 
which yeu are now doing you! 

| sre & member of the society? Well, yes 
{ I suppose it did. Still you did not do 
| the work because you were a member of 

| 

| 

0 

If you are like most of mankind you 
have somewhere a weaknoss—don't feel 

Golden i 
fresh blood courses th 
and you are another being! 

der, then, that his efforts to-evade Net- 
tie's question were unavailing, and that 
she persistently patted his cheek with 
her chubby hand and repeated, “Uncle, 
don't you have family worship ? Mamma 
did.” 
“Mamma did.” No sooner had the 

wordy escaped the child's lips than a tear 
fell from Ernest Mead's eyes to the little 
hand on his cheek. 
“What makes you cry ? does something 

hurt you 7" was the ready query as the 
tiny arms were clasped about his neck 
and in pure sympathy the soft, fair cheek 
of the child pressed that of the bearded 
man 

Emest Mead's thoughts went back to 
the time when the mother of this little 
one shared his life so fully that their joys 

and sorrows were one. Indeed, it was 
often remarked by those who knew them 

best that Chiarle® and Mary Lamb could 
not have loved h other more devoted 

ly than this brother and sister. Bat one 
summer a handsome stranger came to 
the village and won the affections of the | 

fair young lady. “I do not Jove you less, | 
Ernest, because I' Jove ward more ; | 

please do not blame 
she told her brother of their betrothal, 

dwelling, as young ladies sre apt to 
do, upon the peculiar merits of her 

Ruth.) 1} 3 it is like upsetting a solid cube of 
granite. It is just as big one way as the 
other; and when you have upset it, it is 
right side up, and when you overturn it 
again it is right side up still. Every little 

| while somebody blows up the Bible ; but 
when it comes down it always lights on 
its feet, and runs faster than ever through 
the world. They overthrew the Bible a 
century ago, in Voltaire's ‘time—entirely 
demolished the whole thing. In less 

han a hundred - years, said Voltaire, 
Christianity will have been swept from 
existence, and will have passed into his- 

tory. Infidelity can riot through France, 
red-handed and impious. A century has 

1 away. Voltaire has “pagsed into 
history,” and not very respectable his- 
tory either; but the Bible still lives. 
Thomas Paine demolished the Bible, and 
finished it off finally ; but after he drop- 
ped into a drunkard's grave in 1809, the 
ook took such a leap that since that 

time more than twenty times as many 
Bibles have been made and scattered 

through the world as ever were made 
before since the creation of man. Up to 
the year 1800, from four to six million 
copies of the Scriptures, in some thirty 
different languages, comprised all that 
‘had been produced since the world be- 
gan. Righty years later, in 1880, the sta- 
tistics of eighty different Bible societies 
‘which are now in existence, with their 
unnumbered agencies and auxiliaries, re- 
ported more than 165,000,000 Bibles, Tes- 
taments, and portions of Scripture, with 
two hundred and six new lations of 
Bibles or portions of the Bible distribut- 
ed by Bible societies alone since 1804 ; to 

say nothing of the unknown millions of 
Bibles and Testaments which have been 
issued and circulated by private publish- 
ers throughout the world. For a Book 
that has been exploded so many times, 
this Book still shows signs of consider 
able life. 

“Lot wo keep my own place 
think | love you too truly to mind being | 

Ernest's loyal answer, | 
And with hor he ig upon her 
brother's ulder verrad that | 

his place in her heart shoukl be kept 
sacred 

But her lover watched with jealous 
eves the devotion of brother and sister 
To his narrower visi med inored 
ible that such a lov uld exist without 

detracting something from his share of 

her affections, and emphatically rejecting 
the proposition that they all share one 
home, removed to a distant country with 
his bride, taking care to prevent as much 

As Poss: intercourse between brother 
and sis 

Ernest Mead pined so continually for 

his sister's companionship that in three 
years he seemed to have aged ten. Then 

he sought solace in his books those 
true friends which so often afford 

strength and comfort to the weary and 
oppressed, and for five years studied the 
best authors with a spirit of earnestness 
that would have vhamed many of our 
college students. One day, while busy 
at his work, a telegram was brought in 
which stated that by & terrible railway 
accident his sister and ‘her husband had 
lost their lives. The husband had died 
instantly and Ruth lingered only long 
enough to request that her brother be 
sent for and to write faintly on a slip of 
paper, “Emest, I leave my baby to you, 
and in doing so die happily.” 5 
So the little one whose life had been 

spared by being left at home with her 
nurse instead of accompanying her par. 
ents, was brought to the home by her 
bachelor uncle, and straightway she, 
that little six-year-old girl, became mis. 
tress of that establishnient, masters and 
servants alike doing obedience to her 
will. And now she has asked a question 
which the ministers in the town would 
bave shrunk from putting to Ernest 
Mead. Was it the Spirit of God speak- 
ing through the little one to this stern 
man? One thing is cerfain: his heart 

softened as the cheek of the child 

pressed his own, and after only a few 
moment's silence he asked tende 

« Nettie, what is family worship lik 
here was something »o pure and 

artless in the astonished gaze of the 
child as she put the question, “ Uncle 
don't you know?" that he felt con 
strained to answer truthfully, “J have 

never been in a home where they have 
family worship, Nettie ; how did mamma 

» 

second,” wis 

She read verses out of the Bible, 
and then we. kneeled down while she 

she said, as | 

eyes raised to his. He arose, walked 

Shia Long megtented Bible, resumed bis shelf a longuegiootgd Bible, resum is 
seat the gee re 0 Kitin sof 
then, with trembling t 
Seal pages. Was.it chance, think you, 
that caused his attention to be" drawn 
to the third chapter of John? And was 
it surprising that, in his state of mind at 
that time, he should quickly recognize in 
those words the outstretched hand of a 
yearning Saviour to rep sinners. 
They knelt down, he and the child, 

her hand clasped firmly in his. She re- 
peated her little prayer, “Now, I lay 
me,” adding, in her own quaint way, 
“help me to be good, and make uncle 
good, too.” Then another voice, a deeper 
voice, broke the stillness ; and there was 
joy among the angels in heaven. They 
tuned their harps anew and sang praises 
to God, for the lost was found, the 
wanderer reclaimed. Proud, stern Ern- 
nest Mead bowed humbly at the feet of 
Jesus. 

The church was crowded. The ordin 
ance of baptism is always regarded with 
interest; but this was a peculiarly 
happy oceasion, and the minister's eyes 
glowed with a holy light as he announced 
his text, “ A little child shall lead them.” 
There were only two candidates; but as 
the choir sang, “.Just-as I am, without 
one plea,” and the minister led down 
into the water a man past the meridian 
of life, and a six-year-old child, there was 
not a dry eve in the church. 
“What!” you say, “ receive that baby 

into church fellowship 7" 
Why not, my friend? Would vou 

presume to question the wisdom of Him 
who has seen fit to hide these things 

from the wise and prudent, and reveal 
them unto babes ?— National Baptist. 

c-- 

An Exploded Book. 

The Bible is a book which has been re 
futed, demolished, overthrown, and ex- 

ploded, more times than any other book 
you ever heard of. Every little while 

hero, | somebody starts up and upsets this book; 

pe 

Ruskin’s Mistake. 

Looking back upon my writings for 
the last twenty years, I believe their 

failure has been in very great part owing 
to my compromise with the infidelity of 
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the outer world, and my i! 

base my pleading upon motives of ordin- 
ary prudence and kindness, instead of 
on the primary duty of loving God— 
foundation other than which no man can 
lay: 1 thought myself speaking to a 
crowd which could only be influenced by 
visible utility ; nor was I the least aware 
how many entirely good and holy persons 

prayed 
“Who was in the room when you had | 

it beside you and mamma 7 | 
“The servants 

“Didn't paps read or pray? [ 
‘ No; mamma always did 

He remembered how his sister had 

written him of her conversion and that | 
she had made no allusion to her husband, 

red if her married life had 
a happy one. “AL any rate, she 

been a faithful mather, for it was 
evident from the intelligent answers of 

her child shoe had beon carefully in 

| 

struot and now this child was his; 
he n folt his own weakness so 
much ; 

“1 dont know how to pray,” confessed | 
this man, whom the world called | 

, “Now, 1 lay me,’ was he 
And again the tears came 

into Ernest Mead's eyes. Ho pressed 
the child to his bosom, and he carried 

her out into the garden; and as they 
plucked the flowers, Nottie laughed so 
merrily that he caught the infection and 

more than once joined her 
to Mr. Meade ; he's not 

wan since that ohild 

sy, the cook, to the 

She's doin’ what nobody else under 
n could do, makin’ a better man of 

him,” was the roply 
an, Elisa; he 

LJ 
“No, 1 moan what | say; a better 

man ; you know well enough be never 
thinks of nothin’ beyond this world, but 
that child'll bring him to it; see if she 
don't.” 
While this colloquy was going on in 

the kitchen, Nottie and her uncle had 
enough flowers to adorn the 

brary ; by the time they had finished 

“1 can say, ‘ Now, | lay me,’ Uncle.” 
“Nettie, in her t dress, stood at 

her uncle's side, with her great, dark 

were living in the faith and love of God 
as vividly and practically now as ever in 
the early enthusiasm of Christendom, 
until, chiefly in oonségnence of the great 
illness which, for some time after 1878, 
forbade my accustomed literary labor, 1 
was brought into closer personal relations 
with the friends in America, Scotland, 
Ireland, Italy, to whom, if I am spared to 
write any record of my life, it will be seen 
that | owe the best hopes and highest 
thoughts which have supported and 

J. McC. SNOW, 
— GENERAL — 

Fire, Life and Accident 

INSURANCE AGENCY. 
Marx Street, 

MONCTON, N. B. jan 1 

BOOKS AND STATIONERY. 

W. HH. MURRAY, 
Max 8r., Moxcrox, N. B. 

School Books and School Stationery. 
Bibles, Hymn Books, Sunday School Books, &c. 

Orders by mall promptly attended to. 

JOHN M. CURRIE, 
Manuf t of and Dealer in guided the force of my 1 mind. 

These have shown me, with lovdly imite- 
tion, in how many secret places the 
prev was made which I had foolishly 
istened for at the corners of the streets, 

and on how many hills, which I bad 
thought left desolate, the host of heaven 

| still moved in chariots of fire. But surely 
the time has come when all these faith 
ful armies should lift up the standard of 
their Lord—not by might, nor by power, 
but by His Spirit, bringing victory, that 
théy should no more be hidden, nor 
‘overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good.” If the enemy cometh in like 
a flood, how much more may the rivers 
of paradise 7 Are there not fountains of 
the great deep that open to bless, not to 
destroy T And the beginning of blessing, 
if you will think of it, Is in that promise, 
“(iroat will be the peace of thy children.” 
All the world is but one orphanage, so 
long as ita children know not God their 
Father; and all wisdom and knowledge 
is only more bewildered darkness, so 
as you have not taught them the fear 
the Lord; not to taken out of the 
world in monastic sorrow, but to be kept 
from its evil in shepherded peace. Jo) 
Ruskin 

siolans everywhere recom: Eminent 
mend yr 4 Pectoral as the mest 
reliable remedy that can be had 
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