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~ Sabbath School. 

BIBLE "LESSONS. 

STUDIES IN MARK. 
First Quarter. fq 

Lesson T1L. January 20. Mark 1: 85-45. 
HEALING OF THE LEPER. 

GOLDEN TEXT. 

As soon as he had spoken, immediately 

the leppgay departed from him, and he was 
pest, foi 1:42 

EXPLANATORY. 

I, Jesus rrerarks vor His Work sy 
Prayer. Vers. 35, 35. In the morn. 
ing. After His exhausting labors of the 
previous oy Late at night, after the 
multitudes had departed with all their 
sick healed, and many a blessed truth 
for the souls of all, Jesus retired to rest. 
He was human, and needed rest as truly 
as wo do. Rising up. The great burden 
of souls rested upon him snd awoke him 
early. A great while before lit. 
while it was very me. i. e., before 
the ge dawn scarcely di- 
minished the darkness. And ted 
into a solitary tary place : desér{ place in Rev. 
Ver, “desert” being Old English for the 
modern “deserted. “A remarkable 
teature of thelske of Gennesaret was 
that it was closely surrounded with des- 
ort solitudes.” And there prayed. The 
original word does not simply denote 
asking. All the depths of His being 
would be laid open to the full and filling 
influx of the mind and heart and will of 

His Father. 

Nox. (1) Early morning prayer will 
be the best preparation for the day 
is assumed to be a Christian habit in ha 
language of the Lord's Prayer, “ Give us 
this day our daily bread.” ~ Here is the 
correction of a nation, popularly current 
in these days, that one can pray equally 
well at all times and in all places— Christ 
was accustomed to seek solitude for spe 
cial occasions of prayer (Mark 6 To 
Luke 6: 16; 6: 12; 22: 41). 

Way Jesus Praveo. The going forth 
alone, taking time from his needed - Benny 
lest no other opportunity should come 
to him, shows the importance which 
Jesus attached to secret prayer, Jesus 
was human as well as divine, and his hu 
man natdre needed prayer as much as 
wo need it. (1) Jesus needed commun 
jon with His Heavenly Father, to invig 
orate and refresh His spirit. (2) Jesus 
needed the things He asked for in pray- 
er. The answers to His prayers were 
essential to Him. (3) He especially 
needed the power of God, and the Spirit 
of God in the new movement he was 

about to y the new 
work into_which he was about to enter. 
Seon PRAYER. Prayer in a solitary 

place was neces in order to have op- 
portunity to pray at all in undisturbed 
communion. Ejaculatory prayer is the 
blessed privilege of thosé who are in the 
height of battle, in the rush of business, 
in the crowd of cares ; but this alone is 
never enough for the soul, which needs 
the refreshment of leisurely eating the 
Bread of Life. 

36. And Simon. Peter, as usual, was 
leader in this search. 
people sought Him. Follow.d after Him. 
fpifing others besides the disciples, or 
that the disciples bore the people's mes. 
sage. 

II. Tur First Missiovary Tour 1x 
Garage, 37. All men seck for Thee. The 

people wanted still to hear more, and to 
see more 

38. And He said unto them. The soil 
was ready for the good seed, and this 
was a reason why the time had come to 
inaugurate His missionary work. Let us. 
Jesus and His disciples. Go info the 
nezt (neighboring) towns. 7/4’ I may 

each there also. St. Luke gives more 
fully, “to publish the good news of the 
Kingdom of God.” He worked miraéles 
indeed, but His great object was to 
preach the Gospel, and the miracles 
were to aid Him in preaching. For, there 
Sore came I forth (from heaven), and for 
‘this also he started out on His tour 
through Galilee. 
Tag Missionary [urcise. (1) Here is 

an example of the missionary impulse 

not only an illustration, but an example. 
Tt is not enough for His Gospel to ble ry 

it must go out into any Capernaum ; 
other regions 

(2) This is utterly opposeil to that 
spirit which is too prevalent in some 
x in that they must wait till their 
own community is wholly canverted be 
fore they give and do for the wider field 

(3) Capernaum would be evangelized 
all the sooner and better because he 
went to other places. 

39. And He preached in their myna 
gogues, as the best place for reaching the 
people religiously. Throughout all Gali 
lee. Galiloe at this time had probably a 
population of between 2,000,000 and 
3,000,000 people, and Josephus says 
there were 204 towns of over 15,000 in 
habitants. 

IIL. Tux Hearse or tue Lerex. 40. 

There came. Som time during this tour 

of Galilee. 4 leper. One infected with 
tho leprosy (lepra eulgaris), the most 
dreadful of all the diseases to which the 
Jews were subject: 

(1) It was a living death, as indicated 
by bare head, rent clothes, and covered 
lip. In the Middle Ages, a man seized 
with leprosy was “clothod in a shroud, 
and the masses of the dead sung over 
him.” "In its horrible repulsiveness it is 
the Gospel type of sin. 

(2) Leprosy is contagious, according 
to Dr. Saxe in his report of Hawaiian 
leprosy. 

(3) All agree that it is hereditary. 
(4) Tt is practically incurable. No 

certain case of cure has ever been ocerti- 
fied. 
Leprosy as Ax Exnrex or Siv. “Sin is 

a deadly leprosy which has involved our 
whole race in one common ruin.” (1) 
Sin, like leprosy, i is‘the most loathsome, 
uti fi unclean thing'in the 

Send for Catalogue. 
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Jan1 universe. 
(2) Sin, like leprosy, separates from 

the pure and clean. 
(3) Sin, like leprosy, is constitutional. 
(4) The tendency to sin, like the ten- 

dency to leprosy, is hereditary. 
(8) It is incurable by human wisdom 

wer. 
EeLING His Neg, The leper was con- 

scious of his leprosy, and felt his lost 
condition. ‘Lepers have no hope, and 
seldom ask medical aid, but only gifts of 

Luke says the | 

charity. The first step toward salvation 
from sin is to realize how sinful and 
guilty we are. 
Gove 10 Jesus vor Herr. Jesus’ mar 

vellous cures of others had awakened 
hope in the leper, and he went to Him 
as the only possible source of health. 
What Jesus has done for others in saving 
them from sin, entourages us to go to 
Him for own salvation. 
Tur Prayer or Fara, And kneeling 

down. Not an act of worship, but a _ges- 
ture of entreaty. If Thom wilt, Thou 
canst make me clean. If Thou art willing, 
Thou art al Make me clean. Cleanse 
his whole body from the taints of the 
disease. Not restore every lost limb, 
but take away the disease. Cleansing is 
what sinners need. 

41. Moved with compassion. An ex- 
ceedingly fine translation. Jesus felt 
for the leper what He and His Father 
feel for all sinners.g-an unutterable 
compassion and love. Put forth His 
hand and touched him. The evangelists 
icture the act, and you see it. The 
Riiar did not fear contamination from 
contact with the leper. So we are safe 
in comining in contact with him, when 1t 
is to cure and help, and only then. 7 will; 
be thou clean (cleansed). The curative 
pores of earthly physicians is in the 
tness of the means they employ. The 

curative virtue of Christ is in His will, 
and not in in instrumentalities. 

42. Immediately. The cure was in 
stantaneous and complete, showing that 
it was the result not of human, but 
divine power. The leprosy departed. 
The cause oféhis uncleanness ; and then, 
as the result, he was cleansed. 

44. Bee thou say nofhing to any man; 
i. ¢, till you have.shown yourself to the 
priest. ‘We do not know whether the 
miracle was done in private, or in publie, 
but it was in a town. (Luke 12: 4) 
Way ras Prowimirion. (1) There 

was danger that the people would Le 
come greatly ‘excited upon hearing of 
His miracles, with the idea that he was 
about to set up a splendid earthly king 
dom, * 

(2) Jesus would not have the leper 
make a boast of his miraculous cure 
glory in ity and in himself as .a special 
object of divine favor 
3) There was need of solitary thought 

and meditation on the great oure 
wrought in the man's body, that it 
might have the due spiritual effect on 
his soul. 

(4) There was danger that the minds 

of the people would be drawn away 
from the'great truths of the Gospel to 
dwell too much on bodily and temporal 
blessings. Jesus' chief purpose was to 
save men from sin, and bring back their 

souls to their Heavenly Bather, and 
miracles, blessed as they were in them 
selves, were a means to this greater end. 
For a testimony unto them., (1) Unto to 

the people that thou art healed. The 
design was evidently fo prevent any 
suspicion as to the validity of the cure, 
by having the attention of those recog 
nized. authorities who. were 
Him, + 

(2) In order that the officiating priest, 

and the other officials who are associate 

with him, may learn from them the 

facts that are transpiring ig Gaillee. 
(3) The testimon, capoerning 

Jesus himself, that He kept the law 
45. But He went out: from the place 

where he was cured, into the city, and 
perhaps, into the surrounding country 
Began fo publish ib week, regen 
s0al, in his ardent affection and joy, he 
disobeyed Jesus’ direct co mand 
Some marvel much at the disobedie 

of a man of so much faith. Unhappily 
multitudes who beliove to the saving of 
their souls, take liberties with Christ's 
comands, and pick and choose amongst 
them) neglecting all, the reason of which 

they do not see, or the i 
which they do not wppreok 

enemies fo 

em 
ber, the supremest necessity of man is 
to obey orders Insomuch that Jesus 

could no more openly enter info the city 
Not into that city or any particular one 
but he could not go publicly into towns 
and gities to preach, but had te keep in 

And the/open and uninhabited places 
they came to Him from ever 
The people kept coming to Trimm, 
withstanding the difficulty of resohing 
Him, and the inconveniences connected 
with a sojourn, even for a very limited 
ecm in an unpopulated distric 
ake says they came to hear and t« 
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c- 

It's Good Knough. 

“There! | guess that will do,” said 
John, as he took a shovelful of ashes out | 
of the stove. “The pan isn't empty 
but it's near enough 
If I can get the store swept in about 
five minutes, | can finish the 

the Fireside Companion befor. 
comes.” 

The store was swept very much ws th 
stove had been cleaned. The open 
spaces * presented a good appearance, 
but out-of-the-way corners and under 
neath boxes and barrels told a different 
story. However, John said it was good 
enough. The story was finished, and 

the paper hiddenjout of sight before the 
cle rks arrived. Then r. Willis, the 

proprietor, came in, bade them all “good 
morning,” glanced around the store, 
and went into his private office. Pres. 
ently he called John. “Take these let. 
tors to the office 4s soon as you can. 
They will be-just in time for the nine 
o'clock mail. Come right back.” 
John hurried to the office as he had 

been bidden, but having deposited the 
letters safely, saw no more reason for 
haste. Indeed, he indulged even in a 
game of marbles’ before returning to his 
work. 
When he entered the store again; Mr. 

Willis made no comment on his tardi- 
ness, but remarked, “Well, John, I've 
almost learned my lesson.” 
John stared. “What lesson, sir?" 
“ Wh; ‘ah the one you've been’ teaching 

me lately. 
John was more puzzled than ever, and 

all day long he wondered what lesson he 
could possibly teach Mr, Willis. 
The next morning, John's work was 

done as speedily, and no better, than 
the day before. 
Mr. Willis came before the clerks, and 

sent John oat on an errand. While he 
was gone, the Rota. with a quiet 
smile, began to investigate the corners 
that John thought nobody would see. 
When he returned, Mr. Willis said 
“John, I told you yesterday that I bad 
almost learned my lesson. To-day 
know it thoroughly. Would you like A 
hear it?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

story in 
any one 

“You have been teaching me we 
well I Gould get along without you. 
thought the stove needed cleaning od 
the store sweeping ev. morning, but 
it seems they don't. So I shall not need 
you longer than this week.—Selected. 
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Ages to Come. 

“That in the ages to come He might show 
the excceding riches of Hix grace 4 Ce 
toward us in Christ Jesus."—Epb. 2: 7 (R* V]. 
“The ages to come "—what a wonder. 

ful prospect! dfow shall we, the short- 
lived and gbortsighted children of time, 
bear tolook into the heights and depths 
of that eternity called by St. Paul the 
“ages to come?’ All that we can know 
is by*divine revelation, and the glimpse 
here afforded us as to the glorious future 
of God's people isas elevating to the spirit 
as it is comforting to the heart. In that 
hood: future God will have a work to do; 
He will show His people that which they 
could not + § Comira or understand now. 
All that can here be known of the exceed- 
ing riches of His grace is poor 
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Stree 

he = Blood! 
to what has yet to be revealed “in kind- 
ness toward us in Christ Jesus.” The 
centuries of time are not long enough to 
show all this ; it requires the “ages ‘0 
come "for its full display. The work 
accomplished by Chriat in Ifis life and 
in His death was in one sense ended 
when on the cross He gried, “It is 
finished I" but its gloriong; results shall 
know no end; the “ages to come" will 
only unfold more of their “ exceeding 
riches.” 
How strange that we allow ourselves to 

be engrossed with the eares of this life 
oven to its most petty trifles, while such 
& prospect as this is set before us! How 
sacl that we should break our hearts over 
the loses and the crosses of a day, and 
forget “ the exceeding riches of his grace, 
to be shown in the * 
The Sunday at Home 

Killing the Bragon. 

ages to come ! 

A little boy four years old was much 
impressed by the story of “St, George 
and the Dragon,” which his mother had 
boon reading to him and his sister, and 
the next day he sald to bis father 

“Father, | want w be nt 
“Very well, John, said bis father; “you 

way be a saint if you choose, but you 
will find it very hand work 

“1 dog't mind,” replied John, “I want 
10 bo a saint and fight a dragon. | am 
sire | could Kill one 

I, my boy 
met" persisted 

the child 

ou oan begin today,” sald dis fa 
ther 

“But where. is the dragon?” 
“1 will tell you when he comes 

out 
Ho the boy mnlof 

with his little sister 
In the of the day some presents 
pe for the two children 

book 

ntentedly to play 

course 
John's was a 

and his sister Catharine's a beauti 
ful doll. Now; John was too young ti 
care: for & hook, but be dearly loved | 
dolls ; and when he found that his sister 
had what he considered a much nicer 
present than his own, he threw himself 
on the floor in & passion of tears 

His father, who happened to be ther 
said cy 

John. the dragom is out 
atop) 

routs the room, and then up at 

nobody will see it..| 

e's faoe, but said nothing 
That evening, however when he 

dog Good tight,” he 
pa, | am very g 

dol” 1 did kill the 
ance Hanner 

bade | 
whispered 

d Catharine has the 
Iragon em per 

A lady stoid hanging on the straps of 
a street car, when a workma 

orner arose and politely 
eat I thank vou,” she i 
sweet Lone but | dwlike to | 

wily gentioinan in the ear of a ses 

A Fiat Cantradiction 

Some one has told you that 

wtnrrh is inourshle. [ts not « 
| Sages Catach Romody will cure it. It 
| a pleasant 10 use and it always does ite 
| work thoroughly. We have yet to 
{ of a cise in which it did not ace 
| » eure when faithfully used 
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for Dwellings, Drug Stores, Offices, otc. 
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RUBBER CLOAKS. 

MOST RELIABLE COATS MADE, 

Also, Rubber Boots and Shoes. Belting, Packing and Hose. 

ESTEY, ALWOOD & CO. 
68 Prince William Street, “ - St. Johm, N. B. 

Bitters. 
Reward paid for a case they will fot cure. 


