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The Dying Year's Sermon.
BY J. DENOVAN.

“ The door wiw khut."~Matt. 2610,
1. What poor does the Saviour r¢fer to?
“ | am the door ; by Me if any one enter
in he shaill be saved The gospel of
God's grace in Christ presents an open
door to all mankind, offéring s way of es
cape, & place of shelter, & free welcome
to the enjoyment of divine hospitality
sud fricndship to everybody and sny
body, and if people da not enter it is be
cause tley will not. Yes, we believe
and prociaim the'gospel of Jesus Christ,
« good tdings of great joy to sll people
400d news that ought 10 be published
AL every sireet cotner abd in every open
field, thas ought 10 Le Hung out ol the
vyety breeie and borne
lnllow 0 every shore
the aogelic an
Bethlebem s

beoad wings of
away on every
the gloripus doetrine of
theu: over
plans

Like the open doof of & hote] near
steambont whar! or iailway station, Jesus
Chirist is an open door offering a warm wel
come 1o wil comers, the weary and worth
dess, the hungry aod the poor. Down
then, down with all prohibitions and re
strictions, with sll the fences, gates and
toll bars of creature qualifications.and
creature conditions. It you will put up
a public rotice, pleasse don't write,
“ Trespassers and tramps will be prose
cuted,” but “Tramps snd trespassers
are cordially welcomed.” Come to Jesus,
“ the door " ; come through Jesus Christ’
into God's favor ; come as you now are in
all your sin.and hardness of heart ; don't
wait for what you suppose are the right
kind and guantity ot faith or penitence,
but

Just as thou art, without one trac

Of peace or puiil. or griv
Oh rulucd sl uner, come!

which- v

The marriage supper is spread, the
oxen and fatlings are killed and all things
are ready ; into the streets and lanes of
the city, into the highways and hedges
of the country the King of (race has
kent us 10 gather guests. Not goodaess
He warits, but guests ; not good clothes,
nor good manners, nor respectabilivy,nor
money, but guests. Jesus saith, “I am the
door, by Me 1t any one enter.” Mr. Any
Anybody, |
besr an urgent invitation to you:. lu
everything my Lord is rich, but guests.

* Jesus sends me o déclare
All is rewdyanll is fre
Nor need uny one despa

ir,
Sinee me saved » wreteh like me

But 11, The fext tells about thisopen door
being “ shut”  Ah, it is bard to believe
this terrible text—* And the door was
shut.”

The doors of glory, the gates of New
Jerusalem are not shdt at all by day,
and thre is no aight there; but let us
remember those doors are shut for those
of u» whose day of grace here is pissed.
When the litue, lowly door, Christ—the
one door of justification and acceptince
has been shutagainst us, we have no way
of approaching the open gates of pearl
“when once the Master of the bouse
hath risen up and shut to the door.” Over
the door ot free grace I can see in our
text these awful words written, * Divine
patience wears out.” Last Sabbath even
ing thousands of those that assembled
under’ the sound ot the gospel have al
ready found this ‘terrible sentence true.
When they entered the sanctuary door
Tue Dook Cngist stood wide open before
them, but when they left their pews that
Door was forever shut. That was their
last opportunity.

I'he God of grace has always acted in
this w Year after year, ns the Lord
of the vineyard, He cuuwe secking fruit
on the barren fig tree of the Jewish
nation, until, even His divine patience
exhausted, He “Cat it
sreth it the ground?
the inter.

X commanded,
down ; why cum
Once snd again thé vowce of
cessor Bt susfully interposed, * Lord,
let it alona this year also:” But at last
the.axe of retributive judgment fell, and
oh, what a blow was that by which the
Jewish nation was severed from its
giacious privileges and scattered like the
withered leaves of
the blast of God's vengeance !
season of the year, how many of us now
resemble the Jows when the longsuf
fering of heaven was nearly worn out?
“This year also '—oh, fruitlebs professor,
consider what these words mean to thee,
Back-sliddén  one—unconverted soul,
4 this year also” has sped away, carry
ing with it the record of God's gra

_cious forbewrance snd youp/réwdllion !

“This “year also” the fields of nature
have been reaped, the leaves have all
fallen, the dark cold shadows of short
days and long wintry nights si
5 and solemnly remind you of all
you have neglected and Jost.” Is not this
the last day of your gracious visitation ?
But a few breaths more til the hour
strikes that shall shut the door of saving
mercy in your face forever.
It 18 now some thirty years ago thata
reial crisis in New York fell like a
bolt on the city of Glasgow, and
remember that day when the
n Bank of Scotland, with willions
%, suspended payment. That
rous day s shut door preached
a silent sermon under whic

thunde
| can w

b thousands
trembled efore the bank door stood
& terrorstrickem multitude: the old
gentleman, chieck-book in hand, foo late
o get & dratt cashed ; young men and
tohing Western Bank bills foc
w exchanged for gold or
low whote little all had
Bank Stock standing
lo her gazing
pair at the: bank door

» WALy were runnin
bank, while others
om it slowly as in a
irenw, with these words on their lips,
“The shut Before the bank
doc thousands far on into
the day, apparently paralyzed with the
calamity and unable to realize that rhat
handsome doof could really be shut. But
the door was sAu!; ngainst al) knockings,
tears, vutreatios 'spd remonstrances in
broad diy that debr remained shut. The
splendid  hally the broad mahogany
counters, the busy clerks and obhging
tellers, the abundance of wealth that for
years hiad flowed there in a steady stream
of notes, gold and silver,—all, all seemed
now but a dream of the t—a mere
bright vision that had suddenly vanish
ed. The play Lad ended, the curtain
had fallen; “ the door was shut.” Con
sternation and despair stood pale before

that shut door.

Would to God I could at this season
make some feel one-half as much con-
cerned about this shit door of which the

| electric power.

« fallen tree, before |
At this |

text speaks! Oh, consoi
thee! it ia Jesus Christ who

the door being shut. Oh, thoughtiess
soul, the hour is fast drawing nign, if it
have not aiready struck, when the door
of the Bank of heaven's grace shall be
shot to thee forever. “ And many will
come in that day, saying, Lord, Lord
open unto us.” Yes, many bave come,
and many more will yet come too late to
present God's promissory notes—too late
to draw golden gifts of rich free grace—
0o late—too late, for the door shall be
shut.  With sinking, hopeless hearts, |
seo them turt away—away out into s
dark eternity, forever ruined! “ The
door "lll. At

11, Wwo shuts the door ! “The Master
of the house,” the Lord Jesus Himeell.
! Just think of this
| Saddening as it is for any weary bome
| loss one, when the, cold shadows of night
are sottling down, 10 meet a shut door
where he hoped 10 receive a kindly wel
come, such sniness may be greatly deep
ened because of the person who has ghut
the door, sspeoially if it was shut inten
“tionally 10 bar the wanderer out.

A thoughtless, ignorant servant may
rudely siaw the door of his old howe in
» returning prodigal's face. Hot what
cares the poor fellow for that; he will
knook till the-sound reaches his father's
ear; be will shout till his voice reaches
his wother's heart, and then the officious
meniil will be laught better manners
But, ob thiok how*the perishing prodi
on's heart must sink’ within o when
it is Do mere servant's," but his own
tather's or brother’s hund that bolts the
door of home agsinst him-—when it is his
own mother's voigp he hears saying, “ |
cannot and | will"not see him.” Now,
whoshuts the door of gracigus approach
to God? An aogel? No. A priest?
No. Jesus Clist Himself, “the Madter
of the house,” ** He that is holy, He that
is true, He who hath' the key of Dawid,
He who openeth and no man shutteth,
and who shutteth and no wan openeth,”
for He Himself is “the Door.” Resd
these statements; ye priests and Pope of
Rome, and then tell us what your Latin
masses, your holy water and extreme
unction ark worth. Read them, ye de
luded Protestants who Liope that, at the
eleventh hour, when death is filming
your eyes and paralyzing your mind, the
devout prayers of a ‘pious minister will,
give yoi a passport w0 heaven. Read
these terrible words, all. ye that boast
you can pick (iod’s lock with the crook
ed key of your own free-will at your own
“ donveniept season,” or bribe hesven's
door-keepers with the spurious money ot
your own righteousness. Try, for-ex
periment—try to unlock the fountainsof
the great deep; to unfasten the winds
and open the windows of heaveh ; to un-
bar these fetters of ice by which the Al
mighty chains the waves of the Arcti¢
seas ; but even after having done these
little things in this little world, then
dream not that human skill or power
shall ever open that door Jesus hath
shut.

This leads us to the question, fourthly,
| How iy the door shut?
| When Jesus withdraws from any soul,
that soul has really no door to enter.
When the Father ceases todraw us, come
we cannot. “ No man can come to Me
except the Father which hath sent Me
draw bim.” - lo short, when the ‘I'riune
God simply lele us alone—gives us our
own will and our own way, then to all in
tents and purposes the door is shut.
Yes, my friend, when Jesus stops knock
| ing at your heart (“Behold I stand at the
| door and knock "), then you .will con

Aarouse
about

|

tentedly fall asleep in your sin and never
awake agan spiritually. Any “means of
| grace " in operation without the Divine
Power of grace is like the mechanism
of the galvanic battery without contact
with tue chemicals that generate the
When Jesus saith to the
Holy Gihost, “They are joined to their
idols, let them alone,” then ndeed He
| shuts the door. When He allows us to
#it at case in Zion abundantly contented
with our shate in the perfunctory ser-
vices of religion—wheén. the minister's
voice soothes like & lullaby, and the ser-
vice of song is an entertainment to us—
when our deepest convictious take the
form of evanescent “good resolutions"
| only, then it does seem if “the door
were shut.” For 5,000 years God hath
declared, “My Spirit shall not always
strive with man.”

Let me give you two specimens of how
the door may be shut very quietly. For
years & devoted minister has pled with,
wept over, and prayed for a church and
congregation, but the people only feel
annoyed at his importunity and earnest-
ness.. By-and-bye, the Master lays him

| aside or calls him away, and so the
church is relieved of his unaccéptable
ministry. Soon his place is filfed by
some smooth-tongued moderate, whose
| settled principle is to, say, * Peace,
peace!”  What & pleasant change is
this ! but it is the deep peace of spiritual
death. No loud cry of warning, no
threatening denunciation of sin and
sloth now bursts from the préacher;
“he is such a genteel and vonsiderate
man, he would not for the world hurt
anybody's feélings, or say « word to
make anybody miserable !” saith Mrs.
Girundy angd her daughters. No tear, now
falls on the pulpit Bible. “Our new pas
tor vever could so far forget himself 1"
I'ie troubler of Zion is away—yes, and
“ the door is shut.”
| Again. A godly mother bas longlabor
ed by counsel, example, correction, in
struction and p for the conviction
and conversion of SMCildren, and ‘the
children have been barely able to bear
it all.  But at last she sickens and dies ;
and these children, carefully. arrayed in
approprinte mourning, lay her gray hairs
softly in the grave. What a relief! The
restraint is gone, and they now, “like
other respectable people,” can run with
the world both in fashions and pleasures
without incessant disagreeable remons
trance. Ah, ye thoughtless boys and
girls, little do ye know that your greatest
mercy was buried in your sainted mo
ther's grave. It was her hand that kept
“ the door " ajar for you; and when her
eyes were 'sealed in death the door of
God's special grace to you was shut ; and
you must now knock for yourselves
“ when you feel like it.”

This 18 how the door is shut, by sin-
ners just getting their own wishes grati-
fied. Left to ourselves, oh how true the
solemn words are, “ Ye will not come un-
to Me that ye might have life " |

V. Wuex is the door shut? Covsider-
ed critically the parable in which stands
our text wers, When the Brid:
comes ; but at this season ly the
text may be profitably used to teach

that when our day of grace terminates,
as it certainly will do at death, if not
long before then, the door is shut. No
hope can be vainer than the hope multi- *
tudes build uz: their death-bed repent-
ance. Death-bed preparations for eter-
nity are a snare of the devil.

Oh ye souls who purpose, in the quiet- |
ness of a sick chamber and amid the so- |
lemuities of approaching death, to make |
preparation for eternity, let me beseech |
you seriously and closely to Jook at this |
parabolic pioture deawn by the Master's |
own hand. See those five virgios (if you |
can see them in the midnight gloom,)
standing before that fastclosed door
Only an hour ago they were in high ex
pectation sod eager hope ; less than an
hour ago the joyful marriage party cross
ed the threshold, but now the door is
shut and these tivesre shut out, . Hark !
the song and dance within, but without
durkness and silence. Within the door
lights are lashing, wine cups of joy are
flowing and bappy faces are smiling, but
without the door five bitterly disappoint
ed oreatures—too late. Poor foolish girls!
tit emblem of those that never set about
seeking salvation i right éarnest until
death s closing the door of the faculties
with iron band: When the eyes have
become s0 dim that they cannot see the
promises, then that door is shut; when
the ears bave become so dull they can
not catch the words of prayer, then tha!
door isshut; when the brain is 8o be |*
wildered with fever and oppressed with
puin or weakness that it cannot think
consecutively, then that door is also shut.
“ Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God,” but where can
God's word enter when every door that |
leads to mind and heart is shut 7

This is no fancy sketch, | assure you,
but grim and sad historical verity. Alas,
how many (liké these five virgins) hurry
to the market of grace'to buy oil when
they have barely l.nue\ln trim their |
lamps and march awayl Yes, sinners
generally feel their: peed at last, and
earnestly try to supply it, sending for
priest or pastor, elder or pious deacon.
Aye, when the voices of earth are gradu
ally sinking into silence and the voices
o( the eternal world are waxing louder
(as through the gloom of a forest I once
heard the waves warning me that I was |
approaching the sea snore), when the |
Ligits of this world “are waxing dim be- |
cause the distant lights borne by the |
bridegroom's advancing company are now
flashing upon the midnight gloom, when
the curtans of time are being drawn
aside revealing the stupendous realities
of etérnity, then the dying man bestirs
himself. Just look at him. And think
you that man is notin downright earnest ¥
to get salvation? Yes, indeed he is.
But delude not yourselves with the idea
that all those who thus sincerely seek
shall find, Hath not Christ said, “ Ye
shall seek me and shall not find, and |
where | am tlither ye cannot come ?”
Sincerity und earnestness sometimes
come to0o late. Sincerity is not re-
demption. Earpestness is no passport |
into the family of the Firstborn. No one |
ever enters into God's tavor or God's |
home but by Jesus Cbrist “ rug door.” |
Many have come to that door to find it |
shut;.* for many, I say unte you, shall
seek to enter in, but shall not be avle.”
We can come only when the Father
draws. We certainly cannot enter after
the door has been shut, for when Hg
“ghutteth no man openeth.” When the |
flood was rising multitudes fled to the

honestly end ing to es-
cape the judgment of heaven, and de
voutly erying to God to pity and save
them; nay, doubiless many iight then |
be seen swimming round the ark, knock
ing at its very do«r and imploring res- |
cue; but neither sincerity, earnestness
not prayer could ‘open tha! door that |
awful day. *“The door wasshut.” * The |
Lord shut it, we are expressly told, shut
ting in certain persoas an i shutting out |
all the rest. No one can question the |
earnestness, sincerity and importunity
of those five virgins to gain entrance to |
the marriage. Had they not dressed for
the occasion? Had they not waited the |
bridegroom’s arrival patiently for hours ? |
Iiad they not hastened away even at |
midnight to replenish their lamps with |
0il? But these most honest endeavours
of theirs, these very sincere desires of
theirs did not open the door the Master
had closed. Mark this, I pray you

And this is the obvious and simple
application of my sermon. It is your
business and gnine to seek the Lord |
while He may be found. For why? It is |
our -business to * (‘all upon Him while |
He ismear.” Why? O let us tuke His |
sovereign mercy now when we can get it, |
for the tinte is coming when His mercy |
shall be clean gone forever. It is only |
fhen He shines on us we can see the way ; |
while He ia drawing we can ascend the |
hill of holine when He is knocking at |
our heart's door, we can knock ‘at His |
door ; when He is working in us, we can |
work out our own salvation. |

|

{
|
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A Infant Baptism.

That Baptist views are prevailing |
largely in pedobaptist churches is very |
evident. This is seen in the large num. |
Pher of persons who, in uniting with these |

hurches, insist on Secriptural baptism. |
T'ie baptisteries of our churches are |
often used by pedobaptist ministers, who
to retain their converts, or with the more
worthy desire of pleasing them  all in
| their power, baptize thew in the gospel
| way. “The number. of baptized persons
in pedobaptist churches is getting to be
large, and the fact 1s very significant. |

And that infant baptism in pedobap. |
tist churches is declining is also a very |
significant fact, A thorough pedobaptist
holds to infant baptism with the utmost |
tenscity. To the Christian mother
brought up in that way it seems asacrilege |
to withhold her infant from that rite of |
Rome which has been so generally |
adopted by Protestants. Doubtless in
some quarters the doctrine of infant |
baptism will be denied. Men who have |
DO accurate statistics of their churches
will scout the idea that this ceremony,
which to them is a divine institution, the
substitute for ancient circumcision, is
losing its hold on evangelical communi-
ties. But facts and figures show that
such decline is actual and increasing, It
cannot be'denied by any one who has
taken the pains to collect the figures.

Mr. Henry C. Vedder has collected
some statistics on the subject which are
very convincing. . Mr. Vedder is an ac-
curate statistician, and is pretty sure to
‘be well informed on any lug"

ject on which
he may write. He takes up first the

and point of departure we tind sufficient-
ly full reports from the dioceses of Mass-
achusetts, Rhode Island, Connmecticut,
Delaware, Maryland, North Carolioa,
South Carolina, Ohio, Louisiaua, A labama
and Wisconsin. They report in all 38,467
communuicants, 5 230 infant baptisms and
1,028 adult baptisms. This is & ratio of
one infant baptizad to every seven mem-
bers, and one adult to every thirty-eight.
The following table will show the relation
of these facts to those disclosed by the
subsequent history of the church :
OCommanl- Infant
Year. cant Buptism «
1850,... 5,23
1863,.
1865,
1870,
1875,
1880, ..

1885,..

395,098 N

It will be seen the baptisms in 1885,
with 395,098 communicants, are less than
in 1850 with 4 com nunicants.
Reformed church is then taken in
and the same result ghows.: And this
state of things is so well understood that
men have been” appointed by the clussis
of the Keformed church w prepare pa
pors on the subject, and show the reason
jor such decline. Figures like the fol
lowing are quoted

Reporiing o

Churches. Infwnt Baptism
Geneva ...... 17 9
Michigan ......, 9 4
Montgowery .. 24 10
Orangs.......... 2 9
Saratogo 7
Sctiobarie 8

Clissts.

K 47

Mr. Vedder next looks at the Presby®
terian churchi, and finds the same or a
worse state of things. lle takes the
largest churches in New York, Brooklyn
snd Philadelphia, and their figures,

| which look peculiar to us, must look,

ghastly to Presbyterians

“The Fifth Avenue church, Dr. John
Hall, phator, reports 1,730 members and
but 2| infant baptisms ; the University
Place church, Dr. R. R. Booth, pastor,
has 1,193 members, with 46 infant bap
tisms ; the Fourth Avenue church, Dr.
Howard Crosby, pastor, has 1,3%4 mem
bers, and reports only 17 infant bap
tisms ; the Brick church, Dr. Bevan, pas
tor, bas 1,100 members, and baptizec
infants, and the Madison Square chu
Dr. C. H. Parkhurst, pastor, with 777
members, reports not a single case of in-
fant baptism during the year. . . . Then
take the Brooklyn Presbytery: Dr. Cuy-
ler's church reports 1,761 members and
only 3l infant baptisms, and Dr. Tal
mage's 2471 members and only 49 infant
baptisms.”

Among Methodistsand Congregation
alists the facts are more signjticant and
suggestive. Those two great denomina
tions show such a falling off of infant
baptism as indicates an extreme of lax-
ness and indifference. - All these things
prove. very conclusively that infant
baptism is being neglected by thousands
of honest Pedobaptists, who, after
searching, have found no warrant for
the rite in the word of God, and justifies
the statement of the Congregationalist,
a8 quoted by our author, viz:

“The simple fact appears to be that
the doctrine of the evangelical churches
as to infant baptism is in a transitional
state, and has, &t present, a materially
loosened hold upon the popular convic-
tion. . . . Congregationalists—upder the
attrition of Baptist frictjon o
side, and the force of t

'the one.
ir own princi

| ples of individualism on the other—have

become a good deal demoralized in this
particular.”
The little treatise of Mr. Vedder's is a

| reprint from the Baptist Quarterly Re

view of April, 1882, and nobody should
thank the suthor for it more candidly
than .the pedobaptists themselves.—
Christian Enquirer,

- -

Tolling Women.

A shirt-makers’ strike! These work
ing women, driven by hard poverty, be

came desperate, and sctually refused to |

work sixteen hours  day making shirts

| at thirty-live or filty cents a dozen. Un

reasonable mortals | - It is impossible to
live on these earnings; they are merely
sufficient to sterve on. The wolf is al
ways at the door, whining for entrance,
and the enfeebled toilers have scarcely
strength enough to keep him back. This
is & picture well worth our pondering,
Philanthropy may bs puzzled to find a
solution of the problem, and religion
may feebly sigh that. such a state of
things can exist in a great Christian city
like New York ; but facts are facts, and

sooner or later they must be faced. Im- |

measurable wealth on thé one side,
poverfy as dark aud hopeless as the pit
on the other; the impossibility of
earning an honest livelihood and the
temptation to lead a life of sin and
plenty overlap each other. Then when
the girl, shalf starved and poorly clad,
shivering with cold and utterly friendless
surrenders to fate, we say, “ Shame ! de
plore the infidelity of the times and
marvel that so many of our blooming
youth betake themselves to evil ways.
If tears can flow at human suffering they
will not withstand the sorrows of a shirt
maker's life, but fall like heavy rain.
Betweeni the upper and nether mull-
stones of fierce and ruthless competition
these half paid women pre being ground
—thousands of them—to powder. Their
homes are but caricatures of what the

word implies—dingy, dark, sunless, bare- |

ly furnished rooms, whose stove cries
out for fuel and is fed so sparingly that
heat is almost a stranger to it. They
stiteh, stitch wearily, from daybreak un
til “flaky darkness” drives away the
light, and then renew the monotonous
labor in their unquiet slumbers. Can
such things be and rewmain unnoticed ?
Well, such things are and within pistol
shot of your own house. And not only
this throng of shirt-makers, but other
throngs of both womeén and men are en-
gaged in the hard battle of life, bearing
burdens s0 great that a Christian civili
aation should come to their relief with
reforms and new laws and more brother-
hood and less indifference to our strugg-
ling fellow creatures— N, Y. Herald.
- -

— As Ayer's Sarsaparilla outstrips all
other blood-purifiers in popular favor, so
Ayer's Almanac is the most universally
familiar publication of the kind in the
world, It is printed in ten | and

Things to Be Deplored.

Whether a man liveth or dieth he is of
God. Man is more than that which is
inco: ted in his mere body, although
the fact is pot recognized as it sbould be.
In this nineteenth century man is not
willing to be led, but demands more than
anything else personal freedom. With
personal liberty there has grown a ma-
terialistic sentiment, a mere recognition
of things corporal and seen, that has
completely overshadowed the higher,
nobler and more - Christ like feelings.
Even the home has been subjugated by
this feeling. There is a lack of that sen
timent which made it customary in for
mer years for the entire family to as
semble daily together, bow in humble
prayer and supplication to the Hewvenly
Father, a loss which we_deeply deplore
I'here is a lack of the predominance of
religious feeling among the every.day
life of many ol the present generation
that is deplorable, and which is being
superseded by something entirely differ
ent.  There is a lack of that higher and
purer friendship that once existed be
tween friends, that we deeply regret, A
grent many friendships there are which
are based upon were personal charms.
But few nowadays have that pure and
high affection for one another that.re
sults from an appreciation of the nobler
and more Christlike characteristios of a
person.— Phillips lirooks.
-

Too Busy to Pray.

In the chapter entitled Christ as a Man
of Prayer, in Rev. James Stalker's Imago
Christi, obcurs this helpfal passage for
those who consider themselves “too busy
to pray "

Jesus appears to have devoted Him-
selfl specially to prayer at times when
His Ix?o was unusually full of work and
excitement. His was a very busy life;
there were nearly always “ many coming
and going” about Him. Sometimes,
however, thére was such a congestion ot
thronging objects that He had scarcely
time to eat. But even then He found
time to pray. Indeed, these appear to
have been with him seasons of more pro-
longed prayer than usual. Thus we read:
** 80 much the more went there a fame
abroad of Him, and great multitudes
came together to hear and to be healed
by Him of their infirmities ; but He with-
drew Himself into the wilderness and
prayed.”

Many in our day know what this con-
gestion of occupations is—they are swept
off’ their feet with their engsgements,
and can scarcely find time to eat. We
make this a reason for not praying;
Jesus made it & reason for praying. Is
there any doubt which is the better
course? Many of the wisest have in this
respect done as Jesus did. When Luther
had a specially busy and exciting day,
he allowed bimselt longer time than
usual for prayer beforehand. A wise man
once said that he was too busy to be ina
hurry; be meant that, if he allowedrhim-
self o become hurried, he could not do
all that he had to do. There is nothing
like prayer for producing this calm, selt-
possession. When the dust of business
*80 fills your room that it threatens to
choke you, sprinkle it with the water of
prayer, and then you can cleanse 1t out
with comfort and éxpedition.

More Alr; Mr. Sexton,

One of the secrets of Mr. Moody's
great sucgegs in conducting meetings is
hix practical good sense in caring for the
necgssary and healthfal condition of the
body
| fumiliar with his mode ot work must have

realized this fact. An abundance of
‘ fresh air is always provided, if possible,

(and he makes und will leave it s0), first |

| of all ;" then there is » change of position |
| and variety in the exercises that is & con |
stant and retreshing change, thus afford. |
| iog rest in the midat of the exeroises, |
| thut continues and muaintains the inter |
| est throughout,
| forTresh air for audiences in churches
especially. at evening services—is the
prinoipal reason for the small attend
| snce on iheir services.
| have been hieated for morning service
| and closed until evening, without venti

Iation, to retain the hest, are then open

| ed for the evenirg, and closcd again as
soon as the sudience are gathered and
seated. The clowe hest, with the gas,
| united with the exhalations unconscious

ly but surely emitted, soon render the
| atmosphere of the place s most noxious
cowpound, dangerous for any one to
inhalé, and enervating in the extreme
to any nervous or delicate organization,
and dangerous for all. A Paul or Apol-
los couldn’t long withstand such an in-
fluence, and the audience are all hop

ing it will soon be over. Florence Night-
ingale, out of her vast ‘experience, said
if shewvere to preseribe one remedy for
all ailments, it would be an abundance
of fresh airat any and all seasons of the
| year; indeed, that was all that some
ailments required. Christianity should
not be denied this most beneficent pro

vision of its Author for all mankind.—
Religious Herald.
- -

— A man may go to the mountains for
beauty or grandear; true, but he goes to
the mountains for something more. Na-
ture is not only beautiful, flowery; nature
is medicinal. - The sea is the doctor, the
mountain is the physician. tld, loving
mother Nature has her own drug stores ;
frequent them and you will seldom go
| elsewhers. There is not a mountain m
the world that is not helping the health
of the world, The great Atlantic or an;
of the great seas are 80 many great sani-
tary Jpowers. They are not merely so
many miles long or broad, they are sani
tive agents. All the little flowers are
doctors. If you were to go out ever so
heart sgge, you might get better by
talking to & primrose. Lift up your eyes,
behold who created these things, suns
and stars and systoms. He who rolled
the stars along counted the hairs of your
head.— Dr. Joseph Parker.

——-—— ~

— Mr., Thos. Bell, of Mesars. Scott,
Bell & Co,, proprietors of the Wingham
Furniture Factory, writes: “ For over
one year | was not free one day from
headache. 1 tried every medicine I
thought would give me relief, but did
not derive any benefit. I then d

‘

AYER’S PILLS

Exeel all others a8 a tamily medicine. They
are sulted to every coustitution, old and
young, and, belng sugur-coated, are agree-
able 10 take. Purely vegelable, they leavo
no fl effocts, but sivongihen and regulate
the stomach, liver, aud buwels, and restore
every otgau to Its normal function. For use
elther i home or abroad; on laud or sea,
these Pllls

Age the Best.

“Ayers Plls have been used in my family
for over thirty yoars. We find them an ex
cellont medicine n fovers, eruptive diseases,
snd all bilous troubles, amd seldom eall &
physiclan. They are almost the only pilt
wsed I, our nelghborhee Redmon (

w landing 1. O, W. Feliclana

n 1o this country elght years,

H this time, weither I nor any

member of my family hnve used any other

kind than A s Plills, but these

we & ) a1 should not
know how to get along without them.™

A. W, Soderborg, Lowoll, Mass
“1 have used Ayer's Cathartle 1ills as &

Family Medicine

for 5 years, and they ave always given the
utmost satisfaction.” — James A. Thornton,
Tloomington, Tid

Two boxes of Ayer's Pills cured me of
severs headache, from which | was long &
safferer.” — Emma  Keyes, Hubbardstown,

Mass.

Ayer’s Pills,

Dr. J. 0. AYER & 0O, Lowel!, Mass.
Sold by all Dealers in Medicine.

HOTELS.

CENTRAL HOUSE,
78 Granville St.,
HALIFAX, N. 8,
Conducted on strictly Temperance principles

MISS A. M. PAYSON. &
jan1

ELLIOTT'S HOTEL,
28 to 32 Germain St.,
SAINT JOHN,N. B
Modern Improvements.

Terms $1 per day. Tea, Bed & Breakfast 75
E. W. ELLIOTT, Proprietor.
HOTEL STANLEY,
KING SQUARE,

ST. JOHN, N. B.
J. M. FOWLER, Proprietor.

Thoroughly Renovated and Nowly Furnished.
First-class 15 all 18 appointmenta.

HOTEL OTTAWA,
North Side King Square, .,
. SAINT JOHN, N. B,
E. COSMAN, Proprietor.

Terms: $1.00 per. day. &9 This Hotel s
Ever attontion ALY 10 Gesis: comIor: »
OXFORD HOUSEM

TRURO.
A TEMPERANCE HOTEL.
A. N. COX, Proprister.

jan1

'R. P. SAUNDERS' RESTAURANT,

DIOBY, N. S.
Only & faw steps from the station.

2% Meals and Lun at all hours

Any and every one who is at all |

We have sometimes |
| thought this lack of necessary provision '

Churches that | ¢

The best and ohaspest put

up at short
notice,

BUSINESS CARDS,

J. ONAMBERLAIN & SON,
Undertakers, -
Wareroom, Offies and Residence
146 Miuy Srumsr, Ponrrany,'N, B,

P Orders from the sonntry will reesive
special attention. Hatlsfaction guarantesd.
Telophone Communloation night or day.

GIVEN AWAY.

of Desember, 1

10x8 ghit Trame
v nothing, and
hristo as Prosent

ISAAC BERB.

| 13, Charlotte 8t., Saint John, N. B.

|

' Warker & Pace,

LAMP GOODS.

Chandeliers, Bracket, Library, Studess,
Table and Hand Lamps; Burners, Ohimneys.
Wicks, Shades, Globos, Lanterns, Oll and
Aplrit Bloves, &

——For Sale by—

J. R. CAMERON, 94 Prince Wm. Street.
THOMAS L. HAY,
DRALER IN
HIDES and CALF SKINS,
And SHEERF SKINSN,

STOREROOMS — 15 SIDNEY STREET,
Wherb Hides and Biins of all kinds will be
an:

xﬂenm—ll Paddock H;.. St. John.
L J. McC. SNOW,
— GENERAL —
Fire, Life and Accident

INSURANCE AGENCY,
Maix Srreer,
MONCTON, N. B.

And Granite Works.
‘A.J. WaLkxz & Co.
TRURO,N.8. KENTVILLE,NS
& All work done firstolass.
CURRIE & HOWARD,
Manufacturers of
FURNITURB
,. FOR THE TRADE,

AMHERST, N. 8,

Pholos and prices on application.

Ambherst, Nova Scotia,
~——— General Agent for the ——
NEW WILLIAMS" Sswixe Maomixes.
Also, PIANOS and ORGANS.
Machine .“dh:'nol‘al' ..A"nll Parts, always

a bottle of Northrop & Lyman's Vege-
s Bispe ys ege

the annual 1ssue exceeds fourteen mil-

Episcopal fi 5 lions
“ T-kinghsxon;w 1850 as our standard | for it.

i of copies. Ask your druggist

, and began taking it
found lhzh':uin leaviag lm‘d I
ne me, an
am now completely cured.”

o/

AtA, P.SHAND & CO.'S,
Finest Shoes ™" Juxso~™

WINDSOR, . 8.

Mafble. Freestone. e

ool 2
agen
SooTH |

L
Instant Relief
Cure, Failure

EDU

It does n
you have
classical ed
blunier in |
have learn
things that
Primer expl

S~ELL'S
Windsor, N. 8

HC

Collegiat
WOLFVIL]

‘ORTON COLL
SEPTEMBEK
Courses of Stuidy
prepare yeung in
Course, to finish
for Business. The
beautiful, healthfy

king
care 1 takon 1o en
piness of the boy
ventilated. Conn

and Acadia Semin
yare opportunities
lecty

"

developm
iy

washing,
lars,write for Ci
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