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| was widely extended to all parts of the 

| 

| given to every on 

right and duty of all, for it is the only 
road to civic perfection. 

———— Ter¥ixe Points ix Live. This was the 
~ turnin, oint in the life of K Reh BIBLE LESSONS. turning p int in the life of King Reho 

FIRST QUARTER. | as king and the welfare of the nation. 
| So, too, there come to all of us places 

Sabbath School. 

On his decision hung his destiny | 

Mr le fh. 5% 

or was his-son Rehobaam 

Solomon had other children; but none 
Appear in history except Rehoboam and 

Doubtless 

two daughters, whose marriage is men 

toned in | Kings 4: 11, Hin age is 
given in | Kings 14 2 as 41 at the 

time of his coronation ; but most com 
mentators argue (1) that this is a prob 
able error of an early copyist for 2 
error 

an 
asily made, since the two numbers 

n the Hebrew alphabet numerals are so 
nearly alike, His mother was Naamah, 

an Ammonitess (1 Kings 14: 31) 
was an idolater. [t was for ber principal 
ly that Solomon built the High Place to 

Molech, on Olivet, opposite the tsmple; 
and here “she no doubt introduced 

her son to the bloody and probably 
licentious rites of the Awmmonite reli | 

gon.” Why mention his mother? Be 
owse she determined his destiny; be 
cause her evil influence overpowered all 
the wisdom of Solomon in its effect on 
her son. Rehoboam's ruin was his mo 

ther's- mooument. “It has been said 

that ‘ev great man is the son of his 

mother. Both his father and mother 

were to blame for his character. Une 

naturally feels that Solomon in his ear 
nest warnings and entreaties to young 
men, in the Proverbs, so often repeating, 
“My son,” had his own son in mind. 
“And it may well be,” says Rawlinson, 
‘that the keen reproofs and reproaches 
addressed to the ‘foolish son’ are barbed 
by a personal sentiment of regret and 
disapproval.” On the other hand, Rehe- 
boam himself was chiefly to blame. 

Every element of his surroundings might 
have been a means to better things,— | 
pteps of a stairway that reached to 
heaven. 

II. Tur Kixcoom me INmeriren. (1) 

Extent. The pxtent ot territory occupied 
by the twelve tribes at the death of 
Solomon is calculated by Kiepert at 12,- 
810 English square miles. It wag about 
the size of the kingdom of Holland, or of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut together, 
or two-thirds as large as Ancient Greece. 

But there were many tributary nations 
occupying a wider extent than this. 

Fopulation. The population, estima 
ted from the reported number of men 
fit for soldiers, must have been not far 
from 6,000,000, more than twice the 
population of the United States at the 
time of the Revolutionary War, equal to 
the population. of England 150 years 
ago, and of the United States in 1805. 

1,000,000 greater than the population of 
Canada at present. Wealth and luxury 
were very great, so that “silver and gold 

at Jerusalem were as plenteous as 
stones’ (2 Chron. 1: 15), Commerce 

known world. 
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kingdom. That stood before 

the king. All his officers had to stand 
in the king's presence. 

f thou wilt be a servantunto this 

people this day 
thou wilt for o nce submit to be led by 

| the peopl I'ne advice was not that 
| the King gould permanently resign the 

offi ruler, but that he should for 
once be ruled by his people. He was 
siuiply tw reign as a yrue king tor the 

his people, and not for his own 
pleasure or glory. He was to be like the 
sun, shedding blessings on all, not a fo- 
cus on which all ‘rays centre. All true 
kings verve the people. This day . . . 
furever. Thus acts, in themselves brief, 

entail lasting consequences ; and oppor 

way be lost forever 
I'he wisest are those who use the wis 

dow and experience of others, to go to 
God, and to Jesus, and their treasure 
hogse of wisdom, the Bible, for they 

know all things, the end of every way, 
the fruit of every seed, the river that 
flows trom every fountain. Then the 
wise go next to the 
best experience of life, who have made 
the most of it. And lust they take warn 
ing from those who have experienced 
the evil of wrongdoing, whd, deceived 
by the fragrance of the blossoffis, are 
eating the bitter and deadly fruit ; who, 
deceived by the sparkle of the cup, are 
now drinking the dregs at the bottom. 

V. Tus GIVEN BY THE YOUNG 
8. But he forsook 

the counsel of the old men. Because the 
advice did not suit him. It was contrary 
to his pride and to his selfish, despotic 

feelings. * What he desired apparently 
was not wise guidance, but. to be con 

firmed in his own opinions.” And con- 
sulted with the young men. The very 
change argues weakness. (ireen wood 
is ever shrinking. That were grown up 
with him. Those who, by the fact of 
their having led the same kind ot life as 
himself, were doubtless quite as inex- 
perienced in state affairs. They and he 
thought only of themselves, their own 
pleasures and honors, and not of their 
duties nor of the rights of others. Sel 
fishness made them blind, and inex 
perience made them rash. Which stood 

before him. Whom he had chosen ss 
his counsellors. The surest mark of a 
fool is that he chooses other fools for 
advisers, 

ADVIOR 

9. That we may answer. It is note. 
worthy that Rebovoam includes the 
young counsellors with himself, and 
says “we” when he speaks to them; but 
he employs the singilar number * [” in 

Our Orportuximies. God has made | 
each child king over & larger realm than 
the son of Solomon inherited. The 
kingdom of Jife, with its future, its ue. | 
fulness, its powers and possibilities, is 

and with God's help 
snd a right heart, there is no limit to | 

the good that may come fron it 
HL. Hus Conoxarion Day Tus Praon 

I. And Rehoboam went to Shechem, ‘the 
place between the shoulder blades,” be 
tween Mounts Ebal and Gerigim, in 

Ephraim. “It is one of the most strik 
ing aud beautiful spots in Palestine, and 
the more so as its perennial supply of | 
water clothes it with perpetual verdure 

Tue Onsker. To make Aim king, (1) | 
The assembly wis not for the purpose of 
revolt, but (2) doubtless with the inten. | 
tion of exacting bertain conditions from | 
the new king before they aceepted him. | 

i) The kingdom was not an absolute 
monarchy, and the northern tribes had a 

somewhat distivet existence from Judah 
Fumie Grigvavens. 2, And it came to 

when Jeroboam the som of Nebat. 

Jeroboam was a young Ephtaimite of the 
town of Zereda, who had shown so much | 

energy and ability that Solomon bad 

made him chief of the forced labor from 
the tribes of Epbraim and Manasseb 

I'he prophet Abijuh bad foretold that 
he should be Solomon's successor over 

ten tribes; and it is very probable that 
in view. of the dissatisfaction of the 
people, he made some attempt td take 
possession before Solomon's death, so 
that, his plot being discovered, he had 

to escape to Egypt, where Shishak was 
the Pharoah. Who was yet in Egypt 
heard of it. Of the proposed assembly 

pass, 

st Shechem. And Jeroboam dwelt in 
Egypt. That had been his home ; and 
according to the Septuagint, he had 

married the sister of the queen. 
3. That they sent and called him. From 

Egypt, as soon as they.bad planned this 
meeting at Shechem. There was time 
for this after the death of Solomon, be- 
fore the assembly. x 

4. Thy father made our yoke grievous. 
In all times and the heavy 

sel 

verse 0, when addressing the older men. 
I'his shows with whom he identified him 

fF ] 

10. Thus shalt thou speak . thus 
shali thou say. This iteration is expres 
vive of determination and resentment 

We may read between the lines, “| 
would make short work with them, and 
tench them a lesson they wi l not forget." 
My little finger shall be thicker than my 
father's loins, [his should be rendered, 

as itis in the Authorised Version, 
My little finger shall be,” but, as in the 

Revised Version 
father's loins This 

still heavier impositions, but a boast of 
his superior strengih sod firmness, It 

is correctly paraphrased by the Jewish 
| Targum, “ My weakness is stronger than 
my father's might.” 

11, J will add to your yoke. Make it 

as much heavier as the body was than 

the little finger. The answer was wholly 
contrary to the true idea of a ruler; the 
language of a tyrant, not of a true king. 
My father hath chastised you with whips. 

I's is probable that the expression is not 

ontirel urative, It is quite possible 
that the levies of Amorites, Hittites 

| (hap. 9: 20, 21), ete, had boen Kept at 
their toils by the lash. But I will chastise 
you with scorpions. (The very word that 
stings). He would lash them with scor 
pions, which should infix their venomous 
stings with every blow. They were called 
scorpions by the Romans, as we usc the 
phrase “ cat-o'nine-tails,” and were uscd 

for oriminals alone. Of course, Reho 

boam's counsellors used tho word figura: | 
tively, to express the heavier burdens 

and harsher treatment he would inflict 
upon the people. 

IV. Tur Kixo's Droision. y 14. And 

the king answered the people rinse He 
was sh and cruel in what he said, and 
rough and insolent in the manner of 
saying it. Forsook the old men’s counsel, 

. spake to them after the counsel of the 
young men, He made a fatal omission in 
seeking advice. There is no mention of 
his praying to God, like his father, for 
wisdom, nor of going to the temple for 

i nor seeking the help of God's 
yoke which was laid upon beasts of bur- 
den has been used as the type of com- 
plete servitude. The point of grievance 
with the people was excessive taxation. 
The luxury and cost of Solomon's court 
—i, ¢, his family establishment, his 
harem, and his political relationships— 
had become simply enormous. 
AxorHER GRIEVANCE clearly was the 

ohating of the Ephraimites under the 
supremacy of Judah. They were a proud, 
dependent race, breathing the air of 

Fine ci more naturally than the people 
of Judah. 
Tur Question to BE DrciEp.— Make 

thow . . . his heavy yoke . . . lighter,and 
we will serve thee. This was & right and 
10) request. The great works were 
Foished, eo temple completed; and 
there was no longer the same need of 
lavish or reg i ithout doubt, they 

oe sc derby 

ai he price Sed reign had orbaght 
— It is usual for 

prophets. 
15. For the cause was from the Lord. 

Rev. Ver., “It was a thing brought about 
of the Lord's”; literally, a turn of affairs 
JSrom the Lord. 

This disruption of the kingdom, the 
worst thing for lsrael had they been true 
subjects of Jehovah, became the best 
thing for those who had become tainted 
with idolatry, proud, self-willed, and 
luxurious, thus threatening the very ex- 
istence of true religion and godliness. 
This 1s infinitely better and more com- 
forting than the belief that chance or 
evil men or demons control the events 
that enfold us. 

V. Tar Harvest or ms Foury. 16. 
When all Israel saw that the king heark- 
ened not. Josephus says, “They were 
struck by his words as by an iron rod, 
and grieved as though the words of the 
king had gd ac ly put into execu: 
tion.” people answered (Hebrew, 
rin bok word to; probably after 

the most when they have — most. But 
they had a right to seek the reform of | The 
whatever was .wrong. This is still the 

og, What por tion have we in David! 
- ip for his Rote or family. 

We nothing more to do with this 

. Solomon. 
I'hey were in immediate attendance on 

ete. That is to say, “if 

men who have the | 

“is thicker than’ my | 

is not a threat of | 

and unpleasant sensations are Bes h restored and stomach strong thud, $d 
n partake of a 
casantness 1 formerly saretiencest. | consider 

.—Ma LN. Dovncies, of 
It is with great pleasure 1 { flt invariably after eating, | Ripon, P.Q., writes : — 

Has 
Inform you that your VEORTARLE DISCOVERY cured | then get a bottle of Noxminor & Lruax's Veas- [ 

me of Dyspepsia. 1 tried many remedies, but | vases Discoveey, and it will give you rcliet: Yom | 
none had any effect on me until I came across | have Dyspeps! . R. II. Dawsox, of St. | 
Nowtnmor & Lyaax's VeorTants Discovemr; one | Mary's, writ : 
bots ved me, and a second completely cured | covERY entirely c 
me; you cannot recommend it too highly. 

it the best nedicine in Whe market for the stench a 

and system geneity 
Ma. Guo. Tove, Deuggist, Gravenhurst, Ont, ol 

My customers who have used Now race & 

vRTTrmy that It has Aone Vear=ow = Dis 

royal family, and renounce ourallegiance, | 
To your tents, O Israel. That is, Disperse | ' LECT R | c ITY 1 S LI FE H 
to your homes. This ory—the AMarseil 
laise of Israel—probably had its origin | THE ONLY 
at a time when the people dwelt in 
tents; viz, in the. march gr the 
by sert (see Josh. 22: 4; Num, 
8; 16: 206) 
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The Bright Side. rl 
Look on the t 

| wide. 
right side. It is the right 

I'he times may be hard, butit will 
| make them no easier to wear a gloomy |* 
and sald counténance. It is the sun 
shine and not the clond that makes the 

| flower. The sky is blue ten times when 
hey act as ‘perfect abworbents ase! parts 

I Diseascs are wing all im v + bodys 
| it is black once. You have troubles; so | cessfully tre: ated IY correspon as oir an 0 Appi a homme. 
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Trouble gives sinew and tone to life— | Adelante 81. east y elt and nso him of {, Infammatory 
fortitude and courage to man. That | s hf 
would be a dull sea, and the sailor would | ae 
never get skill, where there was nothing hsales, 
to disturb the surface of the ocean. TA 
What though things look a littla dark 

the lane will turn, and night will end in. 

a broad day. There is more virtue in 

onesunbeam than in a whole hemisphere | of bi 

of clouds and gloom. See how the mist 
flees before the brightness of one little 
darting ray. So will trouble disappear 
before the ever cheerful heart.— Domo- 
rest. 
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hospital, 
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" ‘ res yp yh W Sarum dand Asthma cine!" Why wile?" 4 Cause, then I | tured oe or Sari. 
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Kendrizk's Mixture, a positive cure in 
nearly every case. Sold by dealers. 2jo, 

-- 
— The hunian race is divided into two 

olasses—those who go ahead and do 
something, and those who sit still and 

inquire, Why wasn't it done the other 
way ?— Oliver Wendall Holmes. 

| c-- 
| — Mrs. M, Stevens, of Albany; } 

writes us as follows : “ My stomnchi ‘was 
80 weak that | could not eat anything 

| sour or very sweet, even fruit at teatime — 
would cause Heartburn, fuloess or op 
pression of the cheat, short breath, rest 
lessvess during sleep, and frightful 
dreams of disagreeable sights, so that | 

would ofien dread to go to sleep. With 
| the use of Northrop & Lyman's Vegetable 

sans Pon Tucusy 
ane Lis o 
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- Wondrous is the strength of cheer 
fulness, altogether past calculation its 
powers of endurance. Efforts to be per- 
manently useful must be uniformly joy- 
ous—a spirit all sunshine, graceful from 
very gladness, beautiful because bright. 
— Carlyle. 
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We merely mention this fact a» a proof of 
ita merit, ws it has not been bo-med, and our 
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intend and expect during 1590 to makes 
the quantity one-quarter of 

000,000, 
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| RHEUMATISM, 
COUGHS, 
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ALS sruises 
HEALS < SCALD! 

CUTS, etc. 
OURES DANDRUFF, &eo., 

Explains the remarkable success that has 
attended its introduction to the public. 

PROPRIETORS, 

C. C. RICHARDS & C0., 
YARMOUTH, N. 8S, 
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“Cabinet Trim Finish" for Dwellings, 

8CIO0L, OFFICE, ORVREN AND HOUSE F 
3 BBICKS, LIME, CEMENT, CALCINED P| 

Drug Stores, Offces, ete. 

NITURE, ete., ete. 
R, eto. 

Manufacturers of & Sealers. in all kinds of Builders’ Materiel, Send for Etim vues 
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