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“fen that yo shound 1a bile grace alsc.”*—2 
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I have mo apologies to offer for bring- 
ing before you again the subject of Chris 
tisn beneficence. As for the church 
which is doing its full duty in, this mat 
ter of Christian giving, or for the individ. 
ual, there is no theme so pleasant and 
P as that of fi and for 
the church which is mot doing its full 

duty in this respect, or for the individual, 
there is no kind of preaching they need 
#0 much. The full devel tof all 
the graces is but the no growth of a 
Christian. Hence the Apostle says, “As 
ye sbound in everything, in faith, aod 
utterance and. kmowledge, snd in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see 
that ye abound in this grace also 'l— 
pamely, the grace of beneficence, For 
the space of two whole chapters, the Sih 
and Oth of his’ second “epistle to the 
Coninthisns, the apostle deals with this 
thewe of Christian giving ; sod his deliv: 
erance upon it is wore complete thao 
oan be end elsewhere in Scripture. 
The duty of giving, the measure of giv 
ing, and the motives that should prompt 
us in giving, together with two beautiful 
and worthy examples are laid down with 
much clesiness and forse. Pauls Jong 
stay in Macedonia had impressed him 
with the great zeal and generosity of the 
churches in Northern Grekce, and he 
commends the example of those who. in 
a t trial of affliction had out of 
# their deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality.” Their deep 
poverty, rather than being a check upon 

Bab 

oarsel 
they suggest the Why and the How: 

L. First, Why we 8s & denomi- 
bation in this grace of benefi- 
cence? Because it is an act of worship, 
» Christian duty, sod a command 
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the minds of our 
And now the great North-west, with 

ita rapidly incressing population, is 
upon our deno making its just d 

inatis £7 have a of God —» wi 
« Howor ‘the Lord with thy substance, 
and ry od first fruits of all $hire in: 
crease; so ahall thy ign filled hii 

ty antl thy presses burst out wit 
Lev Aug Give wnd it shall be given 
unto you ; good mensure, pressed down, 
shaken together, snd running over, shall 
men give unto your bosom ;" sud, “it 
is more blessed to giver that to receive. 
In Malachi, God challenges His people 
10 bring their tithes into His store house, 
anl prove whether He will pour them 
out a blessing so that there should not 
be room enough to redeive it. These 

contain the substances of many, 

this land for Christ is one of the 
graves privioge evepplaced before a 
body of Christian snd women. 
Peoples from all lands are gathering 
here; and shall we allow them to starve 
for the Bread of Eternal Life ¢a the very 
threshold of our Christian churches? 1s 
not the Master saying to us, “Give ye 
them to est 7” Delays are dangerous. A 
loaf of bread to a starving man to-day is 
worth a cart load to morrow. If we are 
to give these peoples a pure gospel it 
eh be doe at once. Think of it, 
brethren, 44,000 Baptists sending the 
paltry sum of one t d dollars 

ly to this land so rich in the Old and New 
to the of God, And 

the testimony of who give liberal 
ly, at the present time, assures us that 
these promises are always fulfilled. As 
we study the life and words of Christ we 
are surprised to see how often He calls 
attention to this great theme of Chris 
tian b i snd how fi ly H their liberality, was a helpful stimulus to 

their Christ-like beneficence. “ For,” he 
declares, “to their power, | bear then 
record, yes, and beyond their power, 
they were willing of themselves, praying 
us with much intreaty, that we would re- 
ceive the gift and take upon us the fel- 
lowship of ministering to the saints.” 
These Macedonian Christians ramind us 
much of the old Karen pastor who, when 
asked how his people could afford to give 
80 much, for it was a time of sore famine 
among them, “Oh,” said he, with & con- 
tented smile, “it only means rice with 
out curry.” They could eat rice without 
curry, but as the redeemed of the Lord 
of Hosts they could not live without giv 
ing. The Macedonians were also worthy 
examples in other respects, and as the 

apostle says, “they first gave their own 
selves to the Lord, and unto us by the 
will of God.” He then calls to mind the 
beautiful example of Christ: “ For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
¢hat though He was rich, yet for our 

His poverty might be rich.” There must 
be first a deep sense of consecration, be. 
fore there can he a high sense of the 
duty of Christian liberality,.and & hearty 
giving as unto the Lord.  Psul's whole 
argument ono beneficence is based on the 

broad principle that love must and will 
promote a spirit of liberality ; and if the | 
spirit of liberality be wanting, it is be | 
cause love to God is pot supreme, for | 
true beneficence is the free and spon 
taneous product of a loving heart, | 
That there is much need of growth in | 

this grace among us must be apparent to 
all. ‘Never did the voice of divine pro- | 
vidence call so loudly for enlargement as I 
wday ; and never before were the op | 
portunities for growth wo abundant, The 

design of God is most plainly indicated 
in the rapid increase of wealth that las 
been poured into the coffers of ihe 
Christian church during the last century 

Long aince has He claimed the silver and 
“gold for Himself, and will deabtiess sot 

their vast machinery in motion for Is | 
own glory. Since the Christian churah, | 
by prayer and faith, has been universally 
successful in securing opportunities to 
declare the gory of cross among sll 
nations, what we now need is the moans 
to send the consecrated herald 0 the 
ends of the earth. Then, and only then 
oan we most hopefully look for the com 
ing the. King 

ut s new era is about dawning upon | 
the Christian church in regard to the 
place and power of consecrated wealth 
in the great mission of the gospel. For 
God, by placing within her grasp. suffi 
cient means to evangelize the roe, in 
throwing - the responsibility of saving » 
loat woyid on the church, in a way and? 
manner He bas not done since the spos 
toc age, and the way the church -is 
coming to feel the responsibility in this { 
matter, may be seen bys statement made | 

before the Evangelical Alliance, held at | 
Washington in I587, when it was stated | 

that probably since 1850 more money | 
bad been raised by the Protestant | 
churches. of Christendom for purely 
evangelical purposes, aside from current 
church expenses aud local charities, 

was raised. in all the previous 
eighteen centuries. But while great ad 
vance went has been made, it only shows 
us how little they did, and not how much 
we are doing. For the Increase of 
Christian - beneficence has not by any 
means kept with the increase -of 
wealth that had fallen to the lot of the 
Christign church. It has been stated on 
good authority that while the evangelical 
churches of the United States hold with 
in their possession one fifth of the wealth 
of the country—and perhaps they are 
the most liberal people under heaven— 
only one per cent. of the gross amount 
is given for religious purposes at home 
and abroad. The very stones cry out, 
“where are the nine?” From these facts 
it'is quite evident that beneficence is the 
stunted grace in all our churches. 
There must sqon come a revolution in 
our present system of giving if the 
ehurch of Christ is to accomplish thd 
grand work which an all-wise Providence 

plainly marked out for her. The 
money power of the world has become 
80 potent. that in the civilization -and 
Christianization of the race, that the 
church can no louger afford to ignore 
this power, or her obligation to use it 
{or the divive glory. For the time has 
come when the agency of money must be 
more largely employed in the work of the 
Lord, There is no longer a ble 

| chosen . ours 1 

q! ® 
warns His hearers against selfishness, 
and the danger of becoming rich without 
a corresponding spirit of liberality. From 
Genesis to. Revelation, people of 
God are exhorted te beneficence—every- 
where on the page of inspiration. is this 

Je made prominent, That itis our 
fr to grow in this grace is quite evi 

dent from the fact that God has bestow: 
ed wealth in greater abundance u| 
our denomination at the present time 
than ever fell to the lot of our father. 
The Baptists of the Maritime Provinces 
have not only increased in numbers and 
influence, but in material wealth. But 
this we appear to have lost sight of, as 
our benelicence does not keep pace with 
our geveral prosperity. To do as well 
this year as we did last; is not abounding 
in besiefioence ; and one resson why we. 
bave not abounded in this grace is be 
oause we have not set our hearts upon 
growth, but simply to do as much ss we 
did a year ago. So while we have grown 
in numbers, and in influence ynd-in gen 
eral prosperity; "we are becoming stunted 
in this important grace of liberality, If 
we desire the blessing of the Lord we 
must not withhold thi portion of that 
over which He has made us stewards, 
For oo what promise can we honestly 
rest while we hope and pray for enlarge 
ment in the work of the Lord, until we 
“abqund irl this grace also” 1 IY the in 
dications of God's providence ave good 

| snd sufficient reasons why the Christian 

church as & whole should advanos in the 

work of the Lord, it should be sufficient 
for us, Did God ever speak more plain 

40.any people by the voiwe of His pro 
io ie ts speaking tedey to 
the Baptists of the Maritime 'rovinces 7 
Did He ever more clearly choose the in 
beritance of shy people, than Te hua 

Did He evermore fully 
Lies the small bensficence of any body 
of Christians during the history of the 
church, io richer returns, thas “He has 
Liessed thé eliurches within the bounds 
of our Convention ! Truly God has done 
reat things for us, whereof we are glad, 

fot the success of the past is only right 
ly understood when it is employed to 
achieve greater success in the future. 

Every age-iv the history of the church 
has been characterised by some special 
tendency. Our age can most emphatic 

ally be ealled the missionary, the evange 
listio - opooh. Never since the days of 
the aposties has the heart of the Chris 
tint church felt such stromg puisations 
10 carry the gospel io the ends of the 
earth se today | sod never as now has 
the world #0 hungered for the bread of 
Eternal Life. There is scarcely a nation 
under heaven thal kiss not felt more or 
less the recent revival in Christian mis 

sions. - With what grant success has 
God of late crowned all missionary enter 
prise. Doors that a few years ago seem 

ed hermetically sealed to the heralds of 
the Cross, have been flung, open to the 
magic touch of a missionary faith, seal 
and devotion. And the opening of these 
doors, which has been hailed as the call 
of God, has gone on in quick succession 
until to day we can say that the heathen 
world offers. free sccess to all Christian 
wissionaries, and echoes back the Mace 
donian ery—“ Come over and help us." 
And Christian missions are no longer 
wlied to cocupy the mere (mk a, of 
heathiendom ; but are marching into 
their capital cities, and planting the 
standard of the Cross before the very 
doors of their heathen temples. In all 
this God is saying to us, “Go forward.” 
In all our work as a d i 4

 
sibilities gmp returns. ig 
sow sparin; we shall resp spi ly, 
for gen i measure ye crimp 
be measured to you again. Therefore, 
our returns from this rich and prosper 
ous country must of necessity be small. 

Also, the Grande Ligne Mission is 
looking to us for support. The Baptist 
brethren of England and the United 
States of America having largely with 
drawn their aid, what is more natural 
than for these brethren to turn to us for 
our sympathy and beneficence? In sll 
these appeals God is saying: “ Enlarge 
the place of thy tent, and let them 
stretch forth the curtains of their babi: 
tation ; spare not,- lengthen thy cords 
and strengthen thy stakes; for thou 
shalt break forth on the right band and 
on the left.” Home Missions have of 
late obeyed this injunction in lengthen 
ing her cords, but what we n is to 
strengthen our stakes by enlarged liber 
ality. Thank God we are no longer ecu 
fined within the bounds of our own Con- 
vention. Today our Home Mission field 
stretches from ocesn to ocean, from the 
Atlantic to the Picific. And this whole 
field is “ white already to harvest,” what 
we need is the means tq send forth reap: 
ers in the name of the Lord of Hosts to 
gather the ripening sheaves for the 
heavenly garner. 

Again, our Foreign Missions call for 

growth in beneficence, and enlargement 
in all our plans of action. We must at 
tempt greater things for God in Telugu 
land wo sad facts meet us as we turn 
our attention to the Foreign field, nama 
Iy, that the heathen are gol 0 
eternal death, and we are not doing our 
full duty in trying to save them. It fs 
the privilege o the Canadian Baptists 
to lead in a work for the evangelization 
of the world which sianda without s 
parsilel since the days of the apostles. 
Our missionaries, by divine direction, s4 
we believe, have placed belore us a fos i 
ble plan for the evangelization of our 

portion of the heathen world. And as a 
people whom God bas honored as bein 
the pioneers of modern missions, iv be. 
comes us to again lead the van, and 
carry out the lirst workable scheme 
which has been devised for the practical 
execution of the great commission since 
the first generation of Christians. The 
fact that such a work is within the bounds 
of the possible bas never before appear 
od clear to the Christian church, since 

the first generation of believers. But we 
deeply regret to say that this stirring 
appeal appears to have spent much of 
its force upon us, while men and means 
have not been forthcoming. True it is 
we have sent one new family, and an- 
other under sppointment ; but what are 
these among so many? Our Board is 
crippled for means, and their hands are 
weakened in the work. If they were 
able to call’for twenty new workers this 
year, we believe they would soon be 
found, both ready and willing to go. 
There are soores of . young men and wo- 
men all over our land who could not, 
and would not if they could, refuse such 
& call from God; but are ready to give 
up the comforts of home and friends, 
and join the lonely exiles, who for Jesus’ 
sake ‘bury themselves in these far off 
lands. O | that an angel would guide my 
pen, and enable me to write a thought 
that would stir all our hearts to ren- 
der unto God His due portion, and 
hasten His coming kingd The out 

unsurpassed 

Martins is also doing a noble work, and 
bids fair to become & strong feeder to 
Acadia. This institution is proving itself 
worthy of the support of its constituency, 
and can be made a great boon to its ba 
tive Province. 
We have a trio of voices: Home Missions, 

Foreign Missions and Education, calling 
ign 44,000 Baptists for enlargement in 
o work of the Lord, or to lei en 

of d liberality. rh 3 

to these voices by giv 
from year to year, or »i 2 
in this grace,” according to the divine 
injunction ? < 
These appear to be the good and suffi- 

cient reasons why we, aq individuals, and 
as Christian Shure, should “ ‘abound ’ 
in this this " also, 

IL Becosly, How shall we abound in 
this grace? | gi 

This grace, we must remember that 
itis grace, and as such it peeds the same 
care and nourishment as” do -the other 
graces. We must pray more for th 
in this grace, How seldom do Christians 
pray God to make them liberal; we 
pray for others, but seldom do we pra 
that we ourselves may abound in liberal 
ity. Then we must strive to make this 
grace prominent in our lives as Chris 
tians, and put it side by side with the 
other graces of the gospel.. What author 
ity have we for giving it a back seat or 
10 neglect its growth, more than the 
growth of love or faith? We should ex 
hort our people just as” frequently and 
earnestly to be benevolent as we exhort 
them to exercigs faith in the promises 
of God. We are too prone to measure 
piety by prayers and exhortations; sone 
can pray exhort long after their 

of beneficence has become extinct. 
{ow often is love a mere gushing senti- 
ment rather than a law of life? Dr. 

the same sum 
| we “ abound | $40 

*}
 

that few Christians earning 
miss it; and yet, such a sum systemati- 
cally aod altel iven, would 
make the Lord's & oH an unfail 
ing fountain.” We need to study care 
fully systematic and rtionate giving, 
to see how little after all is given to the 
Lord's cause; and how few there are 
wha do fst giving. There are so many 
Pp who give Pp 
tively nothing, that those who do give 
are misrep d, by bein, bered 
along with so many dead 
crying sin of the rank and file in all our 
churches is that of an unjust steward 
ship over the Lord's money. 

Jong and tedious.” 
nandes, Villa Nova de Gaya, Portugal. 

complaint, 
this medicine.”— H. Brandt, Avoes, Nebr. 

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla 
PREPARED BY 4 

DR. J. 0. AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass. 
Bold by Druggists. $1, vix $5. Worth $5 a bottle. 

HOTELS. 
Ist us urge upon all the 

within the bounds of this Association to 
take some more practical steps to grow 
in this grace during our next Associa 
tional year. Let us as pastors 4, ody. pr 
all our churches the Christian duty of at 
least abounding in this grace during this 
pew Associational year, 50 as to meet the 

Judson, ip speaking of the 
with which he was received on his re 
turn from the foreign field, says : ‘My 
hands were almost shaken off, and my 
hair almost clipped from my bead, by 
those who would let missions die for the 
want of aid.” This is a day when Chris 
tian beneficence counts much in heaven 
as well as on earth by their fruits ye 
shall know them.” It was said of Cor 
nelius, “ Thy prayers and thine alms are 
come up as s“memorial before God." 
And it is a grave question whether a 
man's prayers can go up alone, at a time 
when God is doing se much for » lost 

of the C Plan, and 
raise & sum equal to one dollar per mem 
ber for the various objects that are call 
ing #0 loudly for sid—this we ought to 
do, and not to leave the other undone. 
That would be growth io » amall de, Y 
Do pot the continued mercies of our 
covenant-keeping God appeal to all our 
hearts that we as individual Christians, 
as Christian churel and asa Christian 
denomination abou in benefloence ? 
One of the saddest calamities that can 
befall us is to become stunted in this 
[eed of liberality. Our Presbyterian 
retbren are increasing in usefulness, 

world, through the b ! and 
beneticence of His people. The secret 
ofshe How is prayer. We must pray 
(5d to apen the eyes of bur understand 
ing that we may see it our duty to 
abound in this grace. . The Rev. Dr 
Pearson says, respecting his recent mis 
sionary tour in the old country : “In all 
my addresses here | have sought to im 
press the vital connection of prayer with 
missions. Nothing is more important. 
nothing is so important. The work is 
essentially divine in conception snd exe 
cution, Tha “supernatural gospel can 
sccomplish that superostural work of 
conversion only through the supernatural 
power of the Holy Ghost. . Prayer is the 
only bold we have upon, the Spirit 
of God, and therefore prayer is the 
single’ secret of all blessing upon oun] 
work. Prayer means every other form 
of blessing. It means plenty of work 
men, it means open doors of access, it 
brings plenty of money and means, it 
brings unction upon the workmen, it 
brings success of the highest sort on the 
field, large harvests and frequent har- 
vests—the rain on the mown grass mak 
ing the grass to grow ae for another 

oul crop.” Prayer is doubtless the great 
means by which we are to “ abound” in 
this grace. ¢ 
As regards the measure of giving, there 

can be "no definite. rule laid down. As 
the Lord hath prospered is the New Tes- 
tament rule ; and if all were fulfilling this 
rule there would be an abundance for 
the work at home and abroad. The Jews 
gave a tenth, and surely we ought not to 
think of doing less. Many good and 
wise things have been said through the 
MgssgNoER aNp Visitor on the conse- 
cration of at least one-tenth of our in- 
come to the Lord; and it has helped 
some to make this the hew, by which 
they have abounded in this grace. 
Should any Christian rest content in this 
day of pho is reng who is not giving at 
least one-tenth of his income to the 
cause of Christ? There certainly can be 
no reasonable excuse given by any Chris- 
tian man, woman or ¢hild for not giving 

look on Foreign field was never more en- 
couraging than now ; but results are not 
ours, we are under obligations to evange- 
lize the world, not to convert it. “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature,” is the commission 
from the human side ; but the encourag- 
ing promise is, “ Lo I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.” 

Again, our educational work is asking 
for enk in We owe 

voice of Providence can be heard calling 
n His people to abound in this grace 

of beneficence. Let us listen to their 
voices. . 

Our Home Mission work calls for en 
largement and growth in this grace. This 
grand work, which really lies at the Toun 
dation of all our progress in the spread 
of the gospel, must be enlarged if we are 
to accomplish to s creditable degree the 
work God has assigned us. The great 
needs of this work are becoming more 
and more apparent as the years go by. 
The field is widening on every hand, and 

tanding in the chu 

EE ed wi 

of real self » ti 

ngs. sneer 

and worldly spirit that has seized the TEL TT 
cries. § 

in 
the work of Home Missions; and our 
people have ample means to do this, if 
we were only abounding in liberality in 
Pp ion to the means is bestow- 
ing upon us. Our pi plan of assist 
ing weak chu in the support of pas- 
tors bas done much to encourage and 
en mp fe emg dp 3d 

weakar oh urches have given to our de- 

this grace. 
much to Acadia College. Many of us 
owe her much personally, but as a deno- 
munation we are under a lasting debt of 
gratitude to her. Was there ever an in: 

our own beloved College? Under God 
she has made us stiong and influential as 
a religious body, and that influence is 
now more strongly felt than in any pre- 
vious period of ‘our history. The Mari 
time Baptists need Acadia College quite 
as much as she needs them. She can 
better afford to do without our direct 
financial support than we can afford to 
do without her. For the child of Provi- 
dence has strong, and become 

stitution more worthy of support than|| make them do so; and if love for souls 

a of 

tenth of their income to the Lord ; 
and there ought not t6 be any such ex- 
cuses offered. There are many persons 
who say they think they give a tenth, 
but there is no think about it, if they 
give a tenth they know it, and the Lord 
knows it, and the fact that they are in 
doubt is a strong proof that they do not 
ve the tenth. The practical way is to 
ve a purse for the Lord's money, and 

put His money in His own purse, then 
see that it is taken out only for His 
cause; and there certainly can be no 
mistake made, if we deal thus with God. 
We say, it men are not constrained by 
love to obey the Saviour,nothing else can 

and a desire to glorify God will nof make 
man give nothin, = will. As pastors, 
think we should lead in this work of 

i at least tenth of our 
salaries to the Lord's joe, then urge 
upon our people to fol While we 
cannot drive them, I believe we can lead 
them, by prayer and example,~o a much 
higher plane of liberality. What revolu- 
tions would be worked in all our churches, 

who have pledged to her 
continued su What grand possi: 

..}, bilities are us in our educational’ 
work in these Lower Provinces. And 
hopeful sigs ate that the i 
reciated more to-day than 
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bers and infl , by ding in 
this grace. 14 becomés us 0 consider 
well the great trust God has committed 
10 us as Baptists 10 hold forsh the “Word 
of Life" aa the only guide in the worship 
and order of His house. These New 
Pesiament principles which cost our 
fathers such bitter persecutions, 
more widespread to-day than ever belGre 
The Bille Js the standard of appeal in 
more religious denominations today 
than for many past centuries, ' Our prin 
oiples as Baptiste are influencing the 
Christian church at the present time, as 
they have not done since the earl da 
of Christianity. ~ & the 

Word ‘of God wm 

exercise a stronger falth in Shese prin: 
ciples by “abounding in sh afane too 
or prove recreant to our sacred trust. 
The opportunities for the spread of di- 
vine truth were never more ripe, and the 
the needs never more widespread. And 
the divine Master never said more plain 
ly to the chosen twelve than to His dis- 
ciples today: “The harvest is truly 
plenteous, but the are few; 
pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the har 
vest, that He will sgad forth laborers 
into His harvest.” But how can they 
go éxvept God's people supply the 
means. It is heaven's ordained plan to 
save the world through human agency, 
“for He has put the treasure mn the 
earthen vessel that the 1 of the 
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poe may be of God and not of us.” 
t us be assured of this fact, that the 

time has fully come when. the genius of 
earth must g fm hands with th grace of 
heaven in leading a lost world k to 
od. 

PC — 

Old Age. 

Rowland Hill, himself a very old man, 
says that he heard of one who was asked 
what age he was. He answered. 
{ “The right side of eighty.” 
“I thought you were more than 

eighty,” said the inquirer. 
“Yes, I am beyond it,” he replied ; 

“and that is the right side, for I am 
nearer my eternal rest.” 
A man once said to Dr. Rees: “ You 

are whitening fast.” The doctor answer- 
ed him in a sermon which he preached 
immediately after: “There is a wee 
white flower which comes up through 
the snow and frost ; but we are glad to 
see the d because it proclai 

r; it is to me 
a proof that my winter will son be over; 
that [ shall have done presently with the 
cold east winds and the frosts of the 

ed: “I fear you are near another world.” 
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am; but, blessed be Lord, 1 do not 
torn it.” 
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