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A WORD TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND
AGENTS.

The many letters of approval and the
prompt remittances of hundreds of our
subscribers are very encouraging to us,
as we toil daily to make the Messenorr
Anp Visitor a power for good in these

that of the Temple church. But for
months, with evangelists Moody, Harri-
man, and Earle, preaching day and night,
they have had no leisure for the sensa.
tions of the forsaken. But when these
extra and inspiring ministries close some
strong personality will be needed to
throw himself against the certain reac-
tion and tohold the many converts to con-
and growth, May the Lord send

Maritime P , and, especially, a
blessing to our Baptist churches, by in-
forming and stimulsting them on and
along all the lines of denominationsl
work. Never was there a religious
journal blessed with a more loyal con-
stituency, than is our own paper. In
hundreds of our homes it has had a place
for more than half a century, and every
year it is being welcomed'to new homes.
This honorable place in_the Lord's ser-
vice has been attained by the hard work,
of the editorial stafl, and the hearty co.
operation of the pastors and churches,
in whose interest this journal has been
conducted. And now we may say,
“Whereunto we have already attained let
us walk by the same rule, let us mind
the same thing.”

It is with a jealous eye wo watch any
act or manifest purpose, or any careless-
ness even which may be prejudicial to
our growth, or which may tend to the
restraining of ‘our usetulness. Our suc
cess must largely depend upon our
success a8 & business enterprise. All
the honest conditions of success, which
apply to other enterprises, are in full
force here; 50 we have before us the
twolold purpose of doing religious work
of the very best type, and making money,
the last in order to the former. In this
there must be a clear understanding and
mutual purpose in the company and the
oonstituency, that the present wants of
our churches, which a religiow journal
alone can supply, may now be met, and
a good foundation for future effici
in this department secured.

It is the purpose of the Baptist Pub
lishing Company (limited) to be benevo
lent. The management has been in the
habit of supplying poor and worthy
members of our churches and congrega-
tions with the Messexomr Axp Visitor at
reduced rates—to widows, for instance,
who can ill afford to pay the full rate.
This benevolent act has been taken ad-
vantage of by some of those well able to
pay, to cut' the regular price of the
paper.. We have occasionally helped
worthy brethren, who, from various
causes, had fallen in arrears, to get
square on our books, by allowing a liberal
discount on their bills. This we find is
in some instances taken as meaning that
we put a premium on tardiness, and
quite too frequently this is.urgedasa
reason why we should accept less than
our regular prices. Now it can be readi
ly seen that if these false views of the
case should become popular, it would
put it out of our power to assist those
who are really needing our aid. We are
doing the best we can to do our business
on the one-price principle, and to treat
all our subscribers honestly and fairly,
and so we know we have a fair claim on
all our pastors and people for a hearty
support. Please look at your labels, and
if possible, make them of recent date.
Most of our pastors are Agentu and will

a man to fill that big gap!

— Tar 'y condert

PASSING EVENTS.

AN EXOITING SOENE TOOK PLACE one day
last week in the Newfoundland House of
Assembly, and one which is significant
of the intense . indignation which is felt
in that colony toward the imperial

t. When the g came
to the council chamber to give assent
to a certain bill, the Usher of the Black

prepared by some of our sisters of the
W. B. M. U, will, we should think, be
found very interesting and valuable for
the purpose which it is intended.

— W= would again kindly remind our
frionds that it is an invariable rule with us
not to print any verses, selected or origi
nal, or stanzas of hymns in our obituary
columns. This may be thought un-
gracious by those who do mot consider
the matter ; but so long as notices of
death are inserted free of charge it is
abgolutely necessary. As it is, the de-
mands upon this department outgrows
our available space, and wé request that
those ‘who write obituary notices will
therefore kindly make them as briof as
the circumstances of the case will permit.

— Tue Slandard tells of a good bro
ther in Illinois, who, as a thank offering
for the addition of one hundred persons
to the church of which he is a member,
gives to the Lord one hundred dollars,
one half of which goes to the state
mission and the other half to the foreign
field. If the members of the churches
connected with our Convention which
have received special spiritual blessings
shall feel themselves moved to make a
special thank offering to the Lord in like
manner, the treasuries will be replen-
ished and the boards and the missionaries
will rejoice together.

— Ziox's Heravp has the following :

The Richmond Negro is the best tyre
we have geen. Asa whole, he is intelli
gent, dooile, -elhnppomn‘ We were
informed by leading citizens that the
population of the city was 85,000—an in-
crease of 20,000 in the last decade, a
phenomenal growth. The Negroes are
said to be one-third of the whole people.
They vote unrestrained ; they have small
provision stores, two bookucm, and
ublish a creditable weekly paper. They
Enve equally good public school privi-
leges with the white pupils. They have
colored teachers, of which there are 86

inall. The school report for 1890 shows
the followmg gnul ing !ncu It will be
r ti ion is only

one-third oolorod The total number of
white children enrolled were 6,781. The
total number of colored childmn, 4,968,
The average attendance of the white
children was 93.9; of the colored child-
ren, 96.4. In such a condition lies the
prophecy of the solution of the ug
problem. We have not space for é
ments. None are needed. The only
fitting thing is to rejoice.

— Ir is not exactly from a Free Think-
ers' Association that we look for testi-
mony as to the truth and value of Chris-
tianity. The following, clipped from the
Watchman, will therefore be read with
interest :

A special committee of the American
Hebrew Free Thinkers' Association have
issued 'a remarkable report upon their
conviction as to the character and infla-
ence of our Lord. The committee was
?omted to reply to a Jewish Rabbi

held that Jesus was either amyth or

be glad to forward any sub tous.

L R

— A SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET containing
much interesting and valuable original
matter as well as selections, accompanies
this issue. We are happy in being able
to present our readers with a story—on
the first page of the supplement—by
Miss Grace Dean McLeod, of Berwick,
N. S, whose “Acadian Stories’ published
in Wide Awake, and other contributions
to literature, are winning for her a well
deserved reputation. “ The story of an
Altered Announcement " will be found
helpful as well as pleasant reading. The
articles of Dr. Sawyer, Dr. Hopper, and
Mr. Oakes in the interests of our edu
tional institutions are worthy to attract
attentien, Mr. Shaw contributes an
interesting article on Visianagram.

— Tar Ezaminer's Boston corespond-
ent says:

It is usually the imYuln of a church
without a pastor to lift up its head,
stretch its neck, and look far and wide
all over the other States, and even to
the uttermost parts of the nation for the
man. The Warren avenue ohurch have
been lpmdmg‘mtha thus ocoupied,
and months have grou) themselves
into years. After mzug of this tense

attitude and . 's-oye view of
the suburbs,” uuym surprised to find
that the man for whom hvo boen
sweeping the

vision has been all the time lhlnﬂ.qnhuy

is Rev. R. MacDonald. 'rhy-n.du-

He is young, vigorous; original
!lv]:ﬂl{unhhod mdnulyhbm b-ﬁ
wrkolhhllb Itis expected that

will accept the call.
Mr. MacDonald isalso a Nova Scotian,

and studied at Acadia and at Newton. |

m-mmpmdontuhuhhw
with the
Our only vml pulpit hereabouts is

N

xh conviction that Christianity cannot be
the product of delusion or deceit; that
the teachings of Jesus have broadened
Judaism, and that life is most tolerable
for the Jews among the nations that are
most influenced by the spirit of Jesus;
that, since no Hebrew prophet has arisen
for 1800 years to disprove the claims of
Jesus, the Hebrews themselves should
believe that Jesus Christ. fulfilled their
law. This commibtee say that they will
welcome proof from quarter that
Jesus is the promiged Méssiah. We be-
lieve that this paper, signed by Meyer
Redefelt, Israel Pasner and Marx Levy,
is altogether one of the most significant
documents of our ume

Love is '.ho lupreme duty, it is the
whole duty of man. But if love becomes
to us a mere duty, then it is no longer
love. Love is an emotion, but it is not a
mere emotion that begins and ends in
one's own breast. Real love is always
unspeakably more than this. It is a
holy passion—a divine energy that goes
forth to seek and to bless. Love is lowly
gentle, self-forgetful, often taking the
place of a servant. Yetis its name above
every name. Every knee shall bow to
love and every tongue confess its majes.
ty. Love has power; power to open
doors when none other can prevail;
power to conquer hosts to other force in
vincible. love isof God, and he that
loveth is born of God. Itis the -source
and channel of spiritual blessing. God

Rod d the members of the
Assembly to attend him. Mr. Murphy,
a St.Jobn's member, moved that the
House decline to wait on the representa-
tive of the imperial power in order thus
to show their resentment at the tyranni
cal treatment of the colony. Speaker
Emmerson, Sir William Whiteway, the
speaker, Mr. Bond, the Colonial Secretary
and six others went; but fifteen mem-
bers kept their seats. The galleries
hissed those that went, calling them
traitors, and wildly cheered those that
remained in their seats, while speeches
were made to;unhfy what was done.

Tas \nunmw IN  NEWPOUNDLAND,
growing out of its relation to the English
government on the one hand, and the
Fronch power in the colony on the other,
is exceedingly unfortunate and full of
danger. There is, s0 far as we see,
no great moral wrong attaching to’
the parties concerned. friotion
grows out of the difficulties of the situa-
tion, and these difficulties have come to
be through unwise concessions to France
on the part of Great Britain in treaties
entered into & hundred and a hundred
and fifty years ago, or more. The New-
foundlanders are not to blame for feel.
ing aggrieved and indignant at the
situation in which they are placed, and
the indignities which they have to en-
dure at the hands of a foreign power.
They see the French making snnoying
and insolent aggressions upon their ter-
ritory, interfering wnh their natural

dustries and b lly & pest
to the colony, and '.hcy are natur
ally impatient because they ocannot
obtain redress., The French, on the
other hand, are soarcely to be blamed, if
they are determined to hold on toand
make use of all the rights and privileges
secured to them by treaty. And the
imperial government is placed in a diffi-
cult and emb: ing position

direction. No doubt the United Shu‘
would consider Newfoundland a valu-
able acquisition, if it could be obtained

mb_pcl lnd trlnunber of M are for- |

peaceably, but it is quite certain that they
would not desire to purchase it at the
price of a war with either Gréas Britain
or France. Even if Eogland would con-
sent to the annexation, thé United
States has no territory which it could
give to France in exchange for her fish-
ing rights upon the island.

NOTHING VERY STARTLING HAS OCCUPRED
in connection with Irish affairs during
the week. Mr Parnell’s lieutenants, sent
to America in quest of funds, do not ap-
pear to be meeting with a very enthusi-
astic reception. . This was to have been
expected. In the caseof O'Brien Dalton
and others charged with assaulting the
police at the trial of Dillen and  O’Brien
in Tipperary, all were acquitted except
Dalton, and in his case the jury disagreed.
This same O'Brien Dalton knocked out
several teeth and damaged an eye for
Timothy Healy, M. P., a féw days since
at a political meeting at Cork. The
campaign in N. Sligo grows hotter as
election day, April 2, approaches. There
is, probably, no hope for Parnell’s-candi-
date, as the weight of the priesthood is
thrown strongly against him. The ex-

of |citement which prevails is indicated by

the faot that the tewn officials have
ssked for special protection in the shape
of ?nhmen! of emvalry. A large
oonstabulary is on hand. Some

Mr. Parnéll challenged Mr.
ealy to resign his seat in the
mmons, they might both
4heir conitituencies for justifi-
the course pursued by each.
Healy now accepts Mr. Parnell's
ge. Mr. Parnell has replied that'
be has placed his application for the
Chiltern Hundreds in Mr. Nolan's hands,
requesting him to forward it as soon as
Mr. Healy submits himselt before the
electors of the division of Cork which he
represents. Mr. Healy Bas sent his ap

lication for simul p 3

with that of Mr, Parnell. If this appeal
to the people is really made, a - hot fight
1'50 expected in Cork. The opinion,
ver, seems to prevail that Parnell is

nét anxiou# to meet his constituents and
that he will find some way to avoid the

its desire to secure und protect the in-
terests of its colonists, and its purpose
honorably to perform all treaty obliga-

of his rash chall

P-olrr ¥ENGEANCE hu fallen upon
8 of the province of

tifying, in the truest sense, to the believ-
er's ling him and bracing |
his faith in his mission to his unsaved |
brethren as the King’s ambassador.
The third and fourth verses of the
opening chapter strike the key note of
the epistle: “Blessed the God and |
Fathet of our Lord Jesus Christ, l.ho“
Father of compassions and the God of
all consolatior, who consoles us upon all
our tribulation, t¢ the end we may be
able to be consoling those in sny tribula-
tion through the consolation with which
we are being comsoled oumselves by
God.” Our consolations, our comforts,
our joys are the aitermath of tribulation,
they are ours as a gift from God, to be
shared with all who, like ourselves, are
called to pass through the fridulation—
the threshing floor of divine grace.
consolation is given in various
to the ambassador. - The blessed

assurance is given him that God over
rules the’ rage of the brethrem in his
behalf; “In Asia, exceedingly, beyond
power, were we weighed down, so that
we despaired even of life; . . . butGod,
who raises the dead, o1t of s0 great a
death rescuei us; and will reserve,”
(this & wise argument) “in whom we
have fixed our hope that even yet He
will rescue” (1: 8, 9] 10). This confi-
dence and hope supplies & grand incen
tive in his preaching, and no wonder he
meets with such experiences as he nar-
rates in the second chapter. “Butto
God be thanks, who at all times leads us
in triumph in the Christ, and the frag.
rance of the knowledge of Him makes
manifest, through us, in every place”
(2: 14). What exaltation and joy of
spirit is this| Even then there is here
but a beginning, for, we read on, that
those in whom this preaching has be-
come a “fragrance out of life into life "
(2: 16) are living memorials of joy to
the preacher: “Oar letter ye are in-
scribed in our h.lﬂq, noted and read by
all men ; manifesting youreeives that yo
are a letter of Christ ministered by Ill"
(3: 2 3y

There is much eanuolnln %o the am-
bassador when he hears of faithfulness
tothe Word, aull spiritual vigor in »
church of his planting. “On this ac-
count have we been consoled ; but, in
addition to our consolation, much more
abundantly rather did we rejoice on ac-
count of the Joy of Titus, that his spirit

tions with France. It is quite possibl
that England has not, even of late years,
been s0 much alive to the interests of
her colonial subjects in Newfoundland as
she should have been, but the difficulty
is one of long standing and a little study
of the problem makes it evident that it
is not easy of solution.

NEWFOUNDLAND DESIRES THAT ENoLAND
shall bu off the French claim. But
France scorns the idea of accepting an
equivalent in money. It is difficult, per-
haps impossible, for Great Britain with
honor to herself to offer any territory in
exchange which France would be de-
sposed to accept. If England would
evacuate Eygpt, probably France would
surrender her clsims in Newfoundland,
but it is doubtful if this would find
favor in any part of the British Ewmpire
outside that province. It is true that
certain matters in dispute are to be sub-
mitted to arbitration, but there seems
to be no expectation that arbi

Bel Mad The ink
mduot of this man in causing the death
of 278 persons—men, women and chil-
dren, belonging to leading families in
that province—was noticed in these col-
umns a few weeks sfnge. Later des
patches say that Ramiasatra, together
w&h his brother whois supposed to have
tigated the masdacre, has been exe-
ed 6n the spot where his victims were
wﬂured and killed. The pressure
bréught to bear on the government of
Madagascar by the fury of the populace
and the influence of foreign residents
proved sufficient to secure an investiga-
tien of the whole affair and the just pun-
ishment of the wicked governor whose
conduct had been prompted by revenge
lnﬁ nusnded mzh diabolical cruelty.

3,"’" rory oF IxFLURNZA known as la
ippe appears to be scarcely less preva-
lent in ‘America this year than it was
last. A large number of cities are re-
ported as raore or less afflicted with the

will advance matters much towards a
final settlement or satisfy the people of
the colony. Lord Knutsford’s coercion
bill, so called, lately introduced into the
House of Lords, and intended to secure
the performance of the conditions of the
modus vivendi, is being held in abeyance
in order that the Newfoundland dele-
gates may have an opportunity of pre-
senting the case of the colony to the
government before such measures as the
bill provides for -Inll be uk-n

A HUNDRED YEARS A00 OR LESS, it would
not Mken France and England
long to decide at what court of arbi-
tration they would settle these difficul-
ties. War was a serious matter in those
days, it is still more so to-day; and nations
are more likely to sit down and count
the cost before they make that final
appeal. But it will deserve to be
regarded as a grand triumph of diplo
maoy if the troubles which have have
stirred up so much bad blood in New-
foundland shall all be settled withou the
burning of powder or the shedding of
blood. Unless something iz dome to
mollify the present excited state of feel-
ing nothing is more likely than that
there will be fierce fighting between the
people of the colony and the French
during the coming summer.

The people of Newfoundland talk

From Chicago it is reported
um the disease has grown more severe
and more fatal since the begnning of
March. Last week's death rate waa de-
clared to be unprecedented. The deaths
singe March 1 to Saturday weére reported
to be 900 as compared with 419 in the
corresponding period of 1890,

— .

A Saunter through Second Corinthians.

This epistle, born ‘out of sore tribula-
tion, finished in such subdued joy as only
& passion tessed soul-winner and gospel
father can feel, well repays the closest
sorutiny of the ablest scholars, a3 the
productions of some show. But the time
is short—far too short—which the aver-
age reader allows himself for wandering
through the pleasant meoads, by the
rippling streams of Scripture story and
precept. And so long as this is the oase,
he must content himself with but a mo-
megtary glance at the rich, soulfilling
tressures; & mere plucking here and
there of the fragrant flowers and Juscious
fruits of divine truth, which cluster
about it, and spring from it, and adorn
and crown it in the grandest profusion.
‘We cannot expect in this paper to at-
tempt a plunge into all the wealth of
beauly and strength this epistle afords,
but as our title indicates-we shall hope | be
to gather a few handfals by the way, of

openly of settling their dificulties by
getting annexed to the United States,
but it is not at all evident that there is
any way out of the wilderness in that

that rich that may bring a touch of
joylnhnbuy hour.

This epistle is especially burdened
with rich personal oxpomnou. These,

from the peculi of the

bas h t from you all;
that if anything to him in your behalt 1
bhave boasted, I was not put to shame,
but as all things in truth we told you,
thus also our boasting before Titus turn-
ed out ta be truth ” (7:13, 14). The
liberality of the church in temporal
things is a source of joy, especially if it
is apparent that this grace is the out-
come of the possession of all other
graces : “But, just as in everything ye
are super abounding, in faith and dis-
course and knowledge and all diligence,
and in the love which ye bear to us, that
in this grace also” (the context shows
whbat this means) “ye might be super-
abounding” (8: 7). ¢ For, indeed, con-
cerning the ministry which is for the
eaints, it is superflyous for me to be writ-
ing unto you. For I know your eager-
ness, as to which in your behalf I am
boasting to Macedoniins, that Achaia
has been ready since last year, and your

zeal stirred up the majority " (9: 1, 2).
These experiences may tempt the
ambassador to boast a little, and, in

Paul's case, such-boasting might, under
the circumstances, be allowed, since
there was =0 much at stake to the
church to which his letter was directed.
“To be boasting is needful; it is not
profitable, indeed ; nevertheless I will
come to visions and revelations of the
Lord" (12: 1). Then follows the narra-
tion of an experience which even this
apostle could not describe coherently ; it
left its effects on him however, and like
Jacob, he came away from communion
with Deity with a mark upon him, to re-
mind him and all who come after that
it is & dangerous honor for corruptible
humanity to be ushered into the pres-
ence of Jehovah.

“ Wharefore, also, lest by the excead-
ing greatness of the revelations [ should
be unduyly lifted up, there was given unto
me & thorn in the fleab, a mes enger of
Satan, that be might be* buffeting me "
(12: 7). It will be safe for all ambassa-

dors in these days to get into the 3
tion Paul ﬂnnlly took on this question :
“ Most g {y therefore, will I rather
boast myself in my weaknesses, that
there may be spread over me (as a tent)
the power of the Christ, wherefore | am
-.u pleased in wenknouel, in insults,

Ontarlo Letter.

The month of March has well sustained
its reputation for storms and justified
the martial derivation of its name. We
bave bad more cold, snow asnd wind
within the past four weeks than during
all the previous season. The writer
speaks with authority, for he and his
snow-shovel bave kept the record to-
gether.

THE ELECTIONS

are over at last, and as those on the win-
ning side say, ‘“the country is safe for
five years longer.” For this, Sir John
will bave to thank you seaside people in
a large measure. Grip, our cartoonist,
has put the situation on paper in one of
his caricatures. The ship of state, with
Sir John and the cabinet for crew, ridgs
on the storniy sea of politics, with csn-
vas torn by the election gales. On the
shore stand three sturdy cosstguards-
men, named Nova Scot'a, New Bruns-
wick and Prince Eiward lsland respec-
tively, tugging at the lifeline thrown
from the tossing vessel, and uzdernesth
the whole is the motto: “ Pulled Ashore
by the Fishermen.”

Our minister of dducation, Hon. G. W,
Ross, has just laid before the provi
legisiature his annual report. .In
document he shows that the

PUBLIC SCHOOL POPULATION  \

of Ontario is~616,028, distributed \K
5,677 school sections. The average st-
tendance in rural districts is 47 per cent.
of the registered number, in towns 60
per cent, in dities G4 per cent. The
average cost per pupil is $7.14 for the
country, $9.19 for towns, $15 35 for cities
sod $8.44 for the province genmerally.
The separate schools are 243 in number,
with 32,790 pupils and 546 teachers. In
two eastern ocounties of Prescott and
Russell, are 59 French schools with o
total average attendafice of 1,461 scho-
Iars or 48} per cent of the registered list,

THE WIOH SOHOOLS

with 18,042 pupils and 427
. Ross proposes establish.

number |

am- {ing commercial departments in these

echools for theBenefit of those who do
not wish to prepare for college or enter
the professions. These are largely in
the majority. Of tlie above quoted at-
tendance, only 1,476 prepared for the ma-
triculation and teachers’ examinations.
The remsinder entered various depart-
ments of labor, in which a knowledge of
commerc'al subjects woulld be of very
great advantage. The total school popa-
Iation is 520,825 and the amount ex
pended for edubation is $3,145,370.

THE GRANDE LIGNE MISMION

held its annual meeting in Montreal,
Febriary 19, in the French Baptist
chursh. Rev. A. G. Upham, pastor of
the Olivet church, retired from the
presidency because of the pressure of
his own work. Mr. Upham's retiring ad
dress was full of tenderly spoken wis-
dom. The treasurer's. report showed
$14,800 expenses, $25,00) laid ous in ex
tending the building, $50000 worth of
mission property, cash and pledges
$10,000; making a fotal of $100,000 as
the financial value of last year's work.

Mr. A. A. Ayer was elected president,
Mr. Joseph Richards, treasurer, aad
Rev. T. Laflsur, sscretary.

OBITER,

From far off Calgary there comes word
of progress. About eighteen months
ago, Rev. Geo. Cross, B. A, one of our
brightest young men, took charge there.
As 4 result of his enterprise and the
fidelity of his people, a tasteful building
bas been erected with seating for 225
people. The cost was $2,100, of which
#1,500 bave been paid, and an effort will
be made to pay the remaining $600 this
year, Since the dedication of the
chapel in September, 1890, seven have
been baptized and several others received
by letter.

The Queen stregt church; St. Cather-
ines, suffared the igss of their building on
Sunday, March 1, by fire. The insurance
amounts to $5,000, and the mortgage on
the building was $2,000. Thus they will
| have $3,000 with which to replace the
“builling, organ and furniture. They have
s heavy load to ocarry, but are already
arranging to rebuild.

Rev. A. H. Munro, has resigned in St.
Thomas to take effect in June next.

Rev. W.T.Graham leaves Osnabruck
Centre for Concession St., Ottawa.

Rev. Geo. Richardson resigns at Os-

goode and goes to Buckingham and East
T

in straits,

u B.nuuchrm fw, whenever 1 ma,
be weak, then am I powerful ” (12:
w). “ Finally, brethren, be rejoicing ;
restored toorder ;" (get thrée

families on your foreign

ﬁdd thn year) “be ivil

Rev. R. R. McKay, B. A., finds his

" | health so far improved by his sojourn of

two years in Georgia, that he will return
to Canada at once. P.K.D.

same thing be regarding; be living in
p-o. udlhﬂodo(louuddpm
dnnb’umhyou (135 11).

M. B, Saaw.

Viai Jan. 26,

Strathroy, March 20.
«0»————

= b.hgva thanksgiving & greater
mark of holiness than any other prlof

prayer.— Norman MeLeod.




