MHEHSSHNGHEHR AND VISITOR

Is the World Growing Better or Worse ?

REY. J. A FORD,

A newspaper reporter is said to have
interviewed a number of Chicago min-
isters with the design of uoorlnlhs
why the churches were losing their hol
upon the people.” A number of unsus
pecting clergymen undertook to explain.
One, however, met the reporter’s inquiry
with the question: “lsitafact? dre
the churches losing their grip of the
people ? - This, the reporter declined to
apswer, and departed to pursue his
investigations elsewhere.

This reporter has a large connection.
Very many excellent people have drifted
into similarly basty conclusions from

from Germany and Great Britain the
di of ‘infidelity were vomited on us;
.u"& leading u; v:u&lh-m hot beds
of infidelity.” Dr. Y

1o the I of infidel opinions in

all this is changed : slavery s rmﬁ.“{
nuﬁnuqﬂ.; a'rumliv&um, t

the early part of the century, says: “The
nnoat.”pnvulm. uouyht' was 50 ad:
verse to evangelical religion that to raiss
one's voioe in its defence was to hnul:‘d

oné's r
le."' About the year 1800, !bn
(General Assembly of the Presbyterian
church plit on record the following
startling words : A dissolution of Chris-
tian society seems 1o be threatened. The
prefligaey and corruption of ‘public
morals have advan with & progress
proportional to our decl=nsion in religion.
Profaneness, pride, luxury, injustice, in-
d , and every species

insufficient, if not totally false .
i % A great many people are indifferent, if
i not hostile to the churches, but “ a great
i many people always were,and a g
many people will likely continue to. be.
‘There were people in Solomon's day who
believed things were going to the bad,
but Solomon rebuked them and intimated
that their conclusions were incorrect, and
that a little closer study and wider ob-
servation would result in less gloomy
views, “3Say not . thou, what is the
cause that the former days were better
than these, for thou inquirest not
wisely concerning this.” (Ece.7:40.)
There will always be somebody to
deify the old and disparage the new, for-
getful of the very obvious fact that old
thiogs wereorcenew and in their day had
to” submit to the *“ hurtling cross-fire of
adverse criticism,” and endure unfavor-
able comparison with still more archaic
4 times and things. If society is deterior-
ating, there should be some means of
ascertaining it. The whole question, we
think, comes within the range of practical
inVestigation, and, is demonstrable by a
Jjust companson of ackuowledged facts
aod relisble figures. We propose to
$ examine some of the data available, to
| determine, if possible, whether there is
4 any real g ound for alarm. .
} It muit be admitted at the out set
that is is difficult to estimate correctly the
. actual value of moral forces. There are
factors in the problem, of religious pro
greas that cannot be pressed within the
limits of arithmetical calcnlation, but
there are also those which we can ex-
3 amine and conpare, and from which & rc-
asonably correct result may be obtained,
No violence is done the question if it
okl ) be presented in another form, viz: Is
EioN 1 the sum total of moral good in the world
! at the present time, greater than at any
other period in its history? To this
question, after weighing the ovidence

of Jobuucm-ry, greatly abound. Un the
countivent matters were even worse. In
thirteen years nearly six million volumes
of Voltaire And Rossesu were distributed.
Germany was a hot bed of rationalism
and atheism,and France wis a sink of
the grossest infidelity. To such an ex-
tent did purely atheistic thought abound
in that country that a notorious prosti
tute received public homage as lhnlgo:i-

is only to for » :
m:.a?nndu "gdnot :llrbu.
this ia otil tho ewt Provaient aail
social evils, i

lo, it 18 ,.i!'n... ,
One bundred years ago J)Iiu mﬂ:

tice among all grades an
m ‘.:ar of some kind was re-
jed as essential to the success of all
ublic 'GE:: social, pghldﬁd and re

were all celebrated by tippling on the part
of interested friends of both sexes. Fune-
rals were seasons for excessive drioking.
Clergymen tippled when they made their
pastoral calls and parishioners won
their pastor’s goadwill by adding to his
stock of choice wines. Rumsellers and
rum-drinkers sat togetber at the com-
munion table, while brewers and distillers
distributed the sacred emblems. Allthis
would be next to impossible to day in any
evangelical church. Evefywhere re-
spectable public sentiment is growing
more aod ‘more hostile to the liquor
traffic. Christian bodies, both Catholic
and Protestant, with remarkable unan-
imity lift up their voices against it. Total

bati for the individual and consti-

dess of reason, and Voltaire wunting|

predicted that before the b of
the nineteenth century Christianity
would have disappeared from the earth.
The nineteenth century baj come and
almost goge without witnessing so great
a calsmity. S> far from it, that during
the nineteenth century Christianity has
achieved her greatest triumphs. ' She
bas been assailed on all sides, but con-
flict has only aroused her spirit. She
has tightened her grip upon the mibds
and hearts of men. She has foiled in-
fidelity at every point, either by forcing
it entirely from tte field or by compel-
ling it to change its base and adopt other
methods of attack. The infidelity of one
hundred years ago was an organized and
daringly aggressive force, championed by
such men as Hume, Gibbon and Voltaire,
while the infidelity of to-day is a com-
paratively weak and uncertain thing,
supported by but few representative

tational p for the nation have
become important social and political
questions, represented by millions of the
best citizens in Great Britian and Am-
erica.; There are to-day 4,000,000 total
abstainers in Great Britian. Such an

is nuddodﬂwith w‘arwm)),ol‘l.)'mm ion
stations, whilb over 40 missionaries,
lay and clerical, toil in'this mine of souls,
and half a million heathen children
study the Bible in the missionary Su

schools, Christian converts have mult:-
plied in China in thirfy years 2,000 fold
and if it should continue at this rate for
titirty years more China would have 26
millions Christisn converts and a pio-
fessedly Christian population of .100
millions. In Australia 100 years ago
there was not a single civilized man; to
day there is over two millions. In
Indis the converts incresse 80 per
cent. every ten years, while whole popu-
Iation increases only 6 per cent. One
bundred years ago the work of Bible
translation had scarcely begun; to-day it
conveys its sacred message to the Pagan
world in three hundred different lan-
guages and dialects. And yet much of
this work is but preparatory. Christianity
has only been getting into position'for
the accomplishment of her purpose.
She has been laying the foundation for the
largest and broadest eofforts in heathen
lands. When Wellington, after twelve
months’ delay, com e:e(i the historic
lines of Torres Vedras, the power of
French arms on the Peninsula was virtu-
ally at an end, though scarcely a cannon
was fired or & blow struck. The exist.
ence of those ‘m;rumhle fortifications
was the pledge of victory. It is even so
with Chbristianity. For 100 years she
has been establishing herselfl. She has
been ding and hening her

element is a factor in social imp!
ment which the reformer of one hundred
years ago would have sought for in yain.

5. The general tome of sociely has im-
proved, At the opening of the present
century profane swearing was the con-
atant practice of both men and women.
“Society,” says Dorchester, - “clothed it
self with cursing as with a garment.
Ladies of the highest rank flavored their

lines of attack and defense. She has
been securing a base of operations and
occupying vantage ground till today
heathenism though numerically stronger
is virtually a conquered power. Chunder
Sen, one of the most enlightened of
modern heathens, bears testimony to the
progressive power of Christianity in the
following glowing words : * Is not a new

with p grosaly
indelicate.”” “All men agree,” says a
writer in 1734, “ that atheism lndfm-
faneness never got such a high ascendant
a5 at the present day.” Lady Mary
Montague writing in 1723 says : “ Honor,
virtue, , are as much laid aside

names, and scourged into p
disfavor by the dominance of Christian
thought. While educated young men one
hundred years ago were, in most cases
avowed inlidels,"and colleges were little,
better than nurseries of the rankest
unbelief, we have to-day thesignificant
and cheering spectacle of hundreds of
college graduates, both in Europe and
America, enlisting for service ia the
foreign mission field. One hundred
years ago an avowed infidel was too com-
mon an object to elicit remark ; to-day

! Montague, speaking of
the period says, “Therag: :;orx’- ligxo'f in
England. If the subject is men¥oped it
excites nothing but laughter.” any of
i the clergy, says Leslie Stephens, taught
3 little that might not be taught by
? Socrates and Confucius.
H States the picture was equally dark.
5 Chancellor Kent, the diuinguilhedjurin,
i says: “In my youngér days there were
few profegsional men that were not infi
dels.” Bishop Mead, referring to the
conditions of things in Virginia about the
opening of the present century, decl

In the United

i# for and against, there would seem to be | such a charscter is regarded as some-
no sufficient reason for withholding an | thing of an anomaly, and treated with
] aflirmative- aoswer. While taking this | distrust. Infidelity of the covert and
b stand, there is no intention to ignore the | ncipient form may still; claim a-pumer.
i existence of evil forces of & menacing [ ous following, but the organized and
i and appalling character. Granting that | aggresive type which once flaunted its
il an advance has been made along certain | blasphemy with shocking parade  before
{ lives by the Prince-of Darkness and that | the world, is pow comparatively un
Christian influences haye waned in other [ known. The foremost thinkers of the
{ directions, there is still the best of |day are avowedly Christian thinkers,
i) ground for believing that the world is | Modern thought, in the main, is not away
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It 80 far from being smitten with decay, is | philosophy, is simply destructive. It
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the spirit of gentleness and benevolence, | There is relatively less Orime. - This
um‘lvf‘mlu'nwl upon 'mm-lxlrn 'm't cruelty !,,m..n,.,.,\» be challenged, but not dis
hatever may be ssid of the moral « ]
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the view that itis an improvement on | ally affect the . case. (a) It should be
i u;u n‘nnxi‘:llun of things at the beginning | rewembered that by purifying public
| of the f'mm“ The most ardent ad | sentiment Christianity has elevated the
J mirer of the “good old times” would | standard of virtue, hence many of the
hardly be willing to exchange the nine- | orimes of to-day punishable by law, were
teenth n:l»iur) f uth, or the | but tritling misdemeanors a century ago,
society of to-day o times of Napo | with which the law had nothing to ﬁn.
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2 sliarp, wo might | nineteenth century we stand upon higher
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and compare o world divided bwtween | more true and sensitive by the advanced
Roman Catholics, Jews and Mahowmed- | spiritual processes of the times. Chris
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T e aie bt it | or nAuwa prosecution of .oﬂ.;endeu against
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i g et D g en found | suppress crime, as the result of a healthy

moral sentiment.

3. Slavery has practically disappeared.
At the opening of the century slavery
existed to a greater or less extentin
every country in the world. Oné hun-
dred years ago a large proportion of the
population of Russia existed in the most
abject servitpde; one hundred years ago
human beings were bought and sold with
the sanction of the British and United
States gover Powerful religi

as cmmpl;d ribbons.” Bad as our sga is
s st e 1 e g

the -bove,qlf npplieti to it would be re-
gardéd as grossly out of harmony with
the facts. 3

It is said that the writings of an age
are the surest index of popular taste.
If this be granted then the popular taste
in the days of DeFoe, Fielding and
Smollet was foul to the last 3
Compared with ;he liwr‘brly fm
time, the most objectionable 1
of the present da,y«v,vduld be Eegudd‘ as
models of litorary propriety.” Many a
literary work that was eagerly resd by a
delighted public one hundred years h
if issued to day would be placed un’:r
t.e tan or committed to the flames as
unfit for circulation. This then is anoth-
er landmark on the highway of reform.

6. There is more positive faith.

In 1500 the United States had a pop-
ulation of 5} millions. Out of that
number 365,000 were communicants in
evangelical churches, or one communi-
cant for every 15 of the population. In
1880 the population was a little over
50,000,000,while the number of evangelic-
al communicants bad increased to over
10,000,000, dr one communicant for every
four of the population ; and this in the
face of a large foreign immigration,

In 1700, dissenting Protestants formed
only 4 per cent. of the whole population
of Great Britain. In 1876 they formed
20 per cent. In 1840 the Roman Cath-
olies of England, Wales and Ireland,
constituted 28 percent. of the population;
in 1§71 there were only 13 per cent,
Leaving out {reland the Roman Catholics
of Eogland ar.d Wales were 334 per cent
of the population in 1560 ; while in 1877
they hai decreased to fout and seven
temths of the ropulnion. These are
simple facts and easily verified, yet they
speak volumes with regard to religious
progress.

By taking the world-wide view we will
find our position equally well sustained.
The whole population of the world at
the present time is estimated at 1,425
millions. Out of this number there is &
Christian -population of 390 millions, in-
cluding 30 millions of evangelical com-
municants. That is to say, there is one
professing Christian for every 47, and
one nominal Christias for every 4 of the
entire population of the globe. Surely
the most confirmed pessimist would
hesitate to say that these figurcs repre-
sent a worse condition of things than
existed four hundred years ago, when
with the exception of a few Waldensian
Christians, and other scattered bodies of
kindred belicf, there was not an evan-
gelical Christian -on earth. Surely the
moral force represented by 30 millions
of churck communicants, scattered over
the whole world is greater than if it did
not exist.” We contend that Christianity
is better than heathenism—a contention

| sustained by -comparing the results of

both systems as seen in England and
Scotland on the one hand, and China
and Africa on the other. We contend
that Protestantism is better than Cathol
icism, and point for our proof to the
social and moral condition of those
statés where cach system was permitted
the largest freedom in working out its
own - peculiar ideas. Lot Scotland and

Holland be compared with  Spain
and Italy, and we have the result with
Y t h We tend further

P 3
that modern - Protestantism is ' purer in
quality and more elevated in tone than
the Protestantism of 100 years ago, as
evinced in the better regulated lives of
Christian people, in more wholesome
views with regard to social morals, and
in general benevolence and self-sacrific
ing labor for the good of others.
Granted that there are 200 millions more
hedthens in the ‘world than at'the be.
ginning of the century, this does not
materially affect our position. Whatever
enlargement has been made in the rank
of heathenism is far more than offset by
solid progress of evangelical thought in
Christian lands as well as by the persist-
ent sapping and mining process. by
which missionary enterprise is weaken-
ing the foundation of heathenism itself.
Besides it cannot be denied that the
heathenism of to-day is touched and
uplifted by the spirit of Christian civili-
zation. It is emphatically a better type
of he‘d.hemlm t is less brutal and

establishments on both ‘sides of the
Atlantic gave the slave traffio - their
were

that in every educated young man he
met he expected to find an avowed
infidel. Dr. Dwight says: “From

- , and
its friends and a ist.

were even made to ter ﬂl‘a‘mph
even 3 system
by claiming for it divine sanction. - Now,

g. Many of its odious practices
and nameless crimes have disapp

tion . winning its
into the heart of the
. Are not Christian ideas
itutions taking root on all sides
in the roil of India. Our hearts have
been subjected to a superior power. ', .
That power is Christ: India is uncon-
sciously inviting the new civilization and
yielding to its influence. Yes, the ad-
vancing surges of a mighty revolution
are sweeping over the land, and in the
name of Christ strange reforms are pene-
trating the core of India’s heart.”
l’orL}e.rs Hell-gate rock was a menace
and an obstruction to navigation in New
York harbor. But undér the direction
of competent engineers, it was honey-
combed with cells and chambers, in
which were deposited large quantities of
giant powder and dynamite. When the
excavations were completed nothing
could be seen but a single shaft rising
above the surface of the water. The
rock itself was apparantly unchanged,
and yet within that rock there slumbered
a power, which, ata given signal shivered
it into fragments. Even so with heathen-
ism. For ages it has planted itself, a
grim and menacing obstruction in the
pathway of Christian progress; but dur
ing recent years gospel engines have
been at work, aud today the huge
mags is permeated with the cells of
gospel misgion stations, in which is stored
that “ go:pel which is the power of God.”
The forces at work are the mightiest
and bear the largest sway in history.
Wider and wider is the scope of Chris-
tian thought; farther and farther ex
tends the range of Christiun effort. The
voices that cry in the wilderness betoken
the advance of a tide more potent than
the ocean, and as resistless as the
moving stars. The world growing worse !
Perish 'a thought so dishonoring to
Him who died to redeem it. Bad as it
is, it is not what it once was. The pro-
gress is slow, but there is progress.

To sum up,—religion is better, sweeter,
more Christ-like to-day than ever be-
fore. Infidelity is loosing a grip. Crime
and intemperance are decreasing.
Slavery is dead. The tone of society is
more elevate, as seen in habits, speech
and literature. Faith is more steady and
positive. The whole question is con:
densed in the lines of Whittier :

0, backward looking san of time,
The new is old, the old is new,

The c{dc of a change sublime
Still sweeping through.

Idly as thou, in that old day
Thou mournest, did thy sire repine ;
So, in his time, thy child grown gray
Shall sigh for thine.

But life shall on and upward go,
The eternal steps of progress beat

To that great anthem calm and slow
Which God repeats.

And still the new transends the old
In signs and tokens manifold,
And step by step since time began,
I see the steady gain of man.

Sitting at the Feet of Jesus.

It was an Easter custom that the
master or teachor should sit on a higher
seat, and the scholars or pupilson a
lower seat at his feet, when the latter
were receiving instruction from the
former. This difference of posture was
int i ts the AD
submission due from the learner 1o the
teacher. The Bible contains allusions to
this custom.” Moses says of the people,
to whom- God gave the law at Mount
Sinai: “They sat down at Thy feet.”
(Deut. 33; 3.) Isaiah, referring to Abra-
ham;, says that God ‘“called him to His
foot.” (Isa. 12: 2) Of Maty it is said that
she “sat at Jesus' feet and heard His
word.” (Luke 10: 890.) Paul speaks of
himselfas having been brought up at the
feet of Gamaliel,” meaning to say that
l)iumnliel had been his teacher. (Acts
22:3,

-)

Luke, in describing the miracle of
Jesus in the healing of a demoniac near
Gadara, tells us that the people of the
city, hearing of the miracle, “went out to
see what was done ; and came to Jesus
and found the man out of whom the
devils [demons) were departed, sittin,

at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his [“th

right mind.” (Luke 8: 35.) The descrip-
tion of this man, given by Mark and
Luke, represents him as having been a
maniac under the influence of demoni-
oa}po-u-ian. eing restored by the
miraculous power of Jesus, and also
being aware that he was indebted to
Him for his recovery, he, now “now in
his ri#ht mind,” sat “at the feet of

Its cannibalism is practically dead. Its
baby drowning is largely a thing of the

t. The suttee no longer burns and
juggernaut has ceased to roll his car over
the bodies of his victims, Heathendom

ture of an

.wisdom. “Absoldte confidence in
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might be with Him,” and that, although |-

Jesus did not grant this partionlar re-
Eut&lhodﬂnydu, :lli “Goh::uo to
iends, and tell ¢ ‘great
things the Lord hath done for t and
hath com, on thee.” - Both .
ists inform us that the m
e dl‘;ectm Mark says;
an gan to

is how great things .E:m had done
him; and all men did marvel” Luke
says: “ And he went his way and pub:
luiod throughout the whole city how
great things Jesus had done unto him.”
il(nrk 5: 1820, and Luke 8: 38, 39)
y man, aoccording to this record,
being eured and restored to “his :3::

mind,” sat at the feet of this great H
to learn from His lips; and, when he
had'received the instruction, though his
own special request was not granted,
he p ded to do as di . He
even went beyond l.bt’x lgnfr:’{ the in.
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struction, since he p
the whole cily how great things Jesus
had done unto him.” He told the story
of his own cure, and presented himsell
to the people as 8 living witness to the
facts. It is not at all surprising that “all
men did marvel.”

The attitude of this restored demoniac
toward Jesus, when he sat at His feet as
a learner, is precisely the one which all
men need to assume. The truth is that,
however wise and scholarly men may be
in other things, and however m of
the wisdom of this world they may have,
they still greatly need that kind of in-
struction which Christ came to give.
Jesus Christ, as Nicodemus correctly
thought, is “a teacher come from God,”
and, as such, understanding the kingdom
and purpose of God perfeotly. Whenhe
was on earth he spake ‘the words of
God." ‘His words, though uttered by
human lips, were divine in their cer-
taioty lng. authority. The gospel record
of his ministry is the record of what God
through him said to the  age in which
he lived, and of what by ' the record he
says.to all men having the knowled,
thereof; The wisdom of God through
Christ and in Him, thus conveyed to

remedy till I 1o take Ager's Samape-
rilla. Three of this great blood med-
cine effected oure. 1 confidently

a
1t to all suffering from similar
troubles.”—M. Parker, Concord, V.
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man, is the wisdom that teaches sinners
how they can escape the d ion of
Hell, and at last become Enrlicipmtl in
the joys and glories of Heaven. It is
the wisdom which, if applied, will make
them rich for immortality, and enrobe
them with honor when all the gew gaws
of this short life shall-bave passed away.
We may on the basis of our own reason
speculate as much or as little as we
please; yet assured certainty and hope
come to the soul only as Jesusin and
through His Word is accepted, trusted
and oﬁey.d as the. teacher and Saviour
of that soul. Of Himself He said: I
am the light of the world; he that follow-
oth Me shall not walk in darkness, but
ehall have the light of life.” (John 8:
12) He also said: “ Heaven and earth
shall pass away ; but My words shall not
pass away, (Matt. 24: 36,) To sit at
His feet is to sit at the feet of supreme
im is
the law of man's highest wisdom.

The conduct of the restored demoniac,
who, having sat at the feet of Jesus and
beard His words, then went and told
others how great things the Lord had
done for him, furnishes an example for
imitation in all ages. One who, in the
sense of sin pardoned and the new-born
hopes of heaven, has  tasted that the
Lord is gracious,” ought to have some-
thing to say for his Lord, and ought to
sayit. He is the last man whoshould
seal up his lips and pass silently through
this world. What has occurred in his ex-
perience is too great a fact to be con-
cealed and kept as & secret in his own
bosom. We are told by Christ Himself
that “out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaketh;” and if it be true
that Christ dwells in the heart by faith,
as “the hope of glory,” then nothing can
be more natural than that He should
dwell on the lips by utterance, and in
the life by practice. Witness bearing for
Christ is not only the instinct of true
love and faith, but has in all ages been
the means of spiritual d to others.
The Apostles to their latest breath bore
their testimony to their Lord and Master,
and every recipient of His grace is re-
quired to follow their example in this-
respect.

It is quite true that religion is essen.
tially a matter of the heart, and not
merely of the lips; yet a religion of the
heart that does not reach and influence
the lips, discredits itself by its own
omission. Every Christian, however
humble in his condition, can, in his way
and in his circumstances, testify for
Christ, and make himself an epistle
known and read of all men who know
him; and he should do so. That modesty
which restrains one from telling others
what the Lord has done for him is great-
ly misplaced. Christ's friends should
show themselves in every circie,on every
occasion, and in reference to all the in-
terests of His kingdom. They have no-
thing to conceal but much to publish.
Let them imitate the mple of the
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restored demoniac, and tell others what
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In this way they will bear testimony to
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