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MARCH 4. 
Sabbath School. 

BIBLE LESSONS 

i Ch hii | STUDIES IN THE BOOKS OF KINGS. 
5 HEaLinG. gi Nobiot: Beit Rainaant (Condensed from Poloubet's Not 

Bi Failure Impassivie. a dif glethtet, grein Lesson XI. March 15. 2 Kings 5: 15-27 

GEHAZI PUNISHED 

GOLDEN TEXT 

“Be sure your sin will find you out 

Num. 32: 23 
EXPLANATORY 

I Naamax's Rervky, 15. “And bo re 
turned to the man of God, 
Samaria. The journey must have 
about 30 miles. As this wus not in the 
direction of his home, he lengthened his 

journey at least three days:for the sake 
of expressing his gratitude 

First, He returned with 

probably in 

a restored and 
EDUCATIONAL. healthful body, as we saw in our last 

lessor: 
poe ge \ - : Secoxv, He returned with a new born 

Visiting Cards written in a | /:0" 0) Gog. "Wind came (probably 
into Elisha’s house), and stood before 

him,” for the first time seeing the 

phet, through whom he bad been cured 
Standing implies respectful honor to 
the prophet. “Behold, now | know." 
From what God had done for him. His 
own experience was an irrefutable ar 
gument. “That there is no God mn all 

the carth, but in lsrael.” Naaman 
seems absolutely to renounce all belt 

style not excelled by any pen- | 

man, like steel engraving: a 

pack of 50 cards only 60 cents. 

A boy irl wanted to take 

orders; big pay. 

or g 

Sample book 

15 cents. 
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| receive none.” 

in any other God but Jehovah. He 
does not mean that Jehovah is confined 

to lsrael, for he himself would worship 

him in Syria. But the God 
shipped in Israel, and" rejected lse 
where, was the only true God of all the 
earth.. The others were not gods. 

Taiko, Naaman returned with a grate 
Sul heart. “| pray thee, take a blessing 
(Rov. Ver, present) of thy servant.” Be 
cause wita a present there generally is 
given good wishes and benediction, the 
Hebrews frequently used blessing, as 
here, for a gift. Thus (Gen. 33: 11 
Jacob calls the present which he had 
prepared for Esau by this name. * Take, 

I pray thee, my blessing It was cus 
tomary to give presents under such cir 

cumstances. Moreover, by this present 
Naaman would express his gratitude Tor 
the favor he had received. 

Exeressions or Gramitvoe (1) are 
natural to a grateful heart. It desires 

to shox both by words and by deeds the 
gratitude that is felt. Not to express it 
argues a meagreness of gratitude. (2) 
Expressing gratitude tends to increase 
and deepen the feeling. (3) This tends 
t> make us do for others the good deeds 
which have awakened our gratitude. 

And (4) all this tends to ennoble the 

character and enlarge the soul 
16. “But he said,” calling attention to 

his God, and showing that it was for 
religibus reasons that he refused, “ | will 

Kitto says that to de 
cline a present was usually regardod as 
an incivility, it not an sffront; but in this 
case Nanman himsell was guilty of the 

incivility when he omitted wv make the 
present before he proffered his reques 
But it was omitted by the prophet's 
sending his message to” Naaman befor 
be had time to protfar the present, and 
then his rage prevented him from doing 
it. There circunistances took away all 
incivility from the prophet's refusal, 

while they made Naaman more anxious 

that Elisha should accept his present. 
Why did Elisha refuse? It would 

| not hive been wrong in itselt to accept 
the present, for Inter-on, it iw implied 
that Elisha scoepted one at Damusous 
(2 Kings 8: 7-10). But now every thing 

must bend to making a true religous 
im ression’ upon Naaman snd his com 
pany, that they might 
of the true religion among the Syrians 

Trae religion is God's free gift. It is 
Spizitual. No money can buy its bless 
jogs. No return can be made for them 
except faith, love, and ot iience. 

be missionaries 

Fount. Naaman returned with newre 
ligrious life 

17. “ Shall there not then.” Rev 
Ver, If not, yet I pray thee let there be 
given. “Two mules’ burden of earth.” 
Lange says, that he wished to erect an 
altar of this earth, which should be, in 
the midst of a heathen country, a sign 
and monument of the God of Israel, 
and a memorial of the prophet of that 
God. His request was, therefore, the re. 
sult of a strong and joyful faith rather 
than of a heathen delusion. * Nor suc- 
rifice unto other gods, but unto the 

Lord.” He would be an open rejecter 

of idelatry and a professed worshipper of 
Jehovah. He returned a happy convert 
to Jehovah, who, from his high official 
place could send forth an undoubted 
testimony to the throne, the court, and 
the people, of the power and goodness 
of the one living and true God. 

18. “In this thing ...pardon thy 
servant.” Here came a question of ap- 
parent inconsistency with his profession 
and a question of conscience Lange 
well says that this did not show signs 
that his faith was still wavering, unde 
cided, and weak. It rather shows that 
he had a tender conscience, which de 
sired to avoid an appearance of denying 
Jehovah, and which was forced to speak 
out its scruples and have them quieted. 
Such scruples would not have occurred 
to one who was wavering between ser. 
vice of (God and service of the gods. 
“ When my master goeth into the house 
(or temple)ot Rimmon,” the national 
god of the Syrians, signifying either 

most high, or pomegranate which from 
its many seeds was the symbol of fruit 
fulness, the generative power of nature, 
“And | bow myself in the house of Rim 
mon." He would have to appear to 
worship the idol, although in his heart 
he did not worship hin 

19. “And he said unto him, Go in 
oe.” The usual Oriental benediction, 

Did Elisha mean to approve of Naaman’s 
Ought not Nasruan to bave 

avoided even the appearance of evil, at 
the oost of the loss of his position and 
wealth, and even life? 
Nor (1) that Nsaman's course is no 

model tor a young Christian convert. W. 
cannot justify our conduct in our circum 
stances, by his conduct in his circum 
stancos. Ho was only a heathen convert 
in Se <i dim ‘light of she past. (2) Two 

tical lessons foilow from this subject 
(1) The first is not i Judge others by 

| ourselves ; (2) the seadnd is not to excuse 
ourselves by others. (J) It is our duty 
to take up boldly the cross of Christ,and 
ever to confess Him before men. 

then wor. | 

been | 

pro- | 

| 

IL Gumazt's ViLLaxy. “So he departed 
from him a little way.” A length of | 

ground, but it could not have been very 
fur, or Gehast could not have overtaken 

the cavaleade, There was no doubt some 
delay in getting off, so that Gehazi had 
time to think over his plans This phrase 
belongs to the next verse, He had gone 
a little way when Gebas bethought him 
self and ran after him. 

20. “Gebazi, the servant of Elisha the 

Living with such & man 

in such a home, amid religious teachings, 
and the marvellous works of God, Gebsz 
became a villain, He wight, perhaps, 

have been the successor of Elisha; he 

might surely have been a great power 
for good, but he failed. Judas became a 

traitor amid the very teaching of 
It 1s possible to live in a Christian fam 
ily, and not be o bristian, It is possible 
to print the Bible, and not believe ii, to 
use profane language in the act of print 
ing the Lord's prayer. A man may even 
preach the gospel and to a dovil. Cir 
cumstances a not make us good, 
can they prevent usfrom being good 

man of God 

Jesus 

First, CovET0oUsNEsS “ Behold, my 

master hath spared Naaman. Like 
Achan, who could not bear to see &« 

much wealth wasted at Jericho, when he 

might so easily gain possession of it, 
Gehazi bated to see such riches leave hs | 
master's house, for a mere religious 
scruple, a sentiment Doubtless he bad | 

often been pinched to obtain the things 
he wanted for himself and master. 

love of money is a root of all evil, 
covetousness was the root from which 

grew many sins and calamities. 
SkcoNp, Proraxity. “But, as the Lord, 

liveth.” This was taking the name of the 
Lord in vain, on a trivial subject, in a 
trivial manner. It was entirely different 
when Elisha used the same words 

(ver. 16). 

Tuirp, Lying. 21. “And when Naaman 

saw him (Rev. Ver. one) running after 

him.” On an Eastern road the travellers 
were not numerous, and any one in hot 
pursuit would at once be noticed, and it 

| would be felt that he was anxious that 
the travellers in front should balt. “He 

lighted down from the chariot to meet 

him.” As Gebasi approsched, Naaman 
would recognize him; for Gehazi may 
have been the messenger first sent to bid 

the Syrian go and wash in Jordan, and 
he had clearly been by his master's side 
during the subsequent interview. Anx 
ious therefore to show his gratitude, the 

superior lights down from his chariot. 
I'his wes an act of much condescension, 
and is an index of Naawan's feeling. To 

alight from a vehicle to offer salutations, 
was to acknow.edge the person saluted 
as a superior or equal. * ls all well?’ 
Literally, Is there peace? He feared 
that some evil must have befallen Elisha. 

22. Allis well.” Nothing is the matter 

with the prophet. “My master hath 
sent me.” Gebaz!'s facility in lying, his 
skill in making up a plausible story, 
argue that lying was no new accomplish 
went of his; but one in which skill had 
been gained by practice. Wickedness 
ften cultivates skill in details, while it 
always fuils in the larger issues and real 
values of life. I'here, be come to me 

from mount (Rev. Ver., the Mill country 
f) Ephraim” The Gilgal mentioned 

the previous chapter (4: 38) seems to 

have been near the hill country of Eph 
raim I'here, we know, there was a 
college of prophets, and in the neighbor 
hood may have been others. From all 
these centres the members would come 
to Elisha for counsel. Gehazi uses one 

of the probably common incidents of ihe 
proplfet s lite to form the foundation for 
iis deceit. The communities of pro 
prots would naturally be poor, and few 
things were more likely than that they 
should [reach Samaria in need koth of 
mouoy and clothing. The story was full 
of plausibility “A talent of silver 

$1,000 to $1,800. A large sum to ask for 
such & purpose, and all he dared to ask 
Gebazt bad to talance between his own 
avarioe on the one hand, and the fear of 
relsing suspicion an the other. 

[ake two talents. And he urged 
him Naaman was more than glad to 
do something for Elisha, and gave all 

that would be received. “And laid them 

upon two of his servants.” Both from 
courtesy, and because the weight would 
bo too much for Gehuzi to carry so far 
alone, the two talents weighing over 205 
pounds avoirdupoi 

24. “When he came to the tower.” 
(Rev. Ver, hill; Hebrew, Ophel) The 

question arises: What hill is meant? 
And it appears best to understand it of 
some eminence near the house of Elisha. 
All Samaria was Lily in character (see’'l 
Kings 16: 24). “He took them from 
their hand.” We nfay ¢onjecture that 
the hill, which must have lain between 
Elisha's house and the place where Ge- 
hazi overtook Naaman, interrupted the 
view in this direction, and that Gehazi 
dismissed Naaman's servants at this point 
lest they should be seen from his master's 
residence. 

Fourtn, Cmeatiye, Lying is usually 
for the purpose of cheating. Gebaz 
obtained this wealth on false pretences. 
It was not his by any right whatever. 

Fiera, Hypocrisy. 25. “But he went 
in, and stood betore his Master,” as if 
nothing had been done. He took his 

usual place, with placid face and ‘folded 
hands. He was a hypocrite, that is, one 
who wears a mask, who ats one char: 
ter while he 1s another. Une may smile 
and smile, and be a villain. “And he 
said, Thy servant went no whither.” 
Another lie. Lying wvaturally follows 
wrong doing. 

Sixth, TreasoN To ReLGioN axp Coon 
TRY, . “ Went not mine heart with 
thee.” The prophet means to say, Was 
I not with thee in spirit—did | not see 

the whole transaction, as if | had been 
present at it? He uses the verb went, 

because Gehazi has just denied his going. 
“ls it & time to receive money, etc, ?” 
Elisha, in all he bad done for Naaman 
bad sought to teach him the nature of 
the true God, and to lead him to wor 

ship Him. God's blessings wore free; 
they could not be purchased. 

Norte TeE SociALITY oF SIN. Sins go in 
clusters, They are clannish. Une at 
tracts or begets another. A sin seldom 
or never lives alone. Men swear, to hide 
a lie. They lie, to bide a theft. They 
steal, because they covet. 

II. Genazt's Pusisangxt-- 27. “ The 
leprosy therefore of Naaman,” whose 
money be had taken, “ shall cleave unto 
thee, and unto thy seed forever.” 
Loprosy is hereditary.” A man cannot 
sin and not curse his children as well as 
himself. He had in Lis body the out 
ward sign of the leprosy of his soul. 

{ 

nor | 
| 

| 

| 

| Both here and 

| warning 

MESSHNGER AND VISITOR. 

presence, and regard him as a specimen on | 
of those who having heen judged ou the | 

| Inst day will—depars! Mon should con- 
sider the price they really pay for their 

eens A ver aa white as snow,” 

Isewhere in this phrase, 
white are inserted to ex 

plain the comparison. (Compare Nuw, 
As the incrustation of leprosy 

1ather 

the words as 

10) 
in somet new rose-colored than 
white, it sosms likely that the point of 
the comparison is not the whitenosms 
only, but that likeness which it bears to | 
slight, downlike covering, sx if the limbs | 
bad been sprinkled over in the manner, | 
though not alwys with the color of | 

Was this punishment severe? Pun | 
shment is the Cain mark God puts upon 
sin.” A light punishment would have | 
bean unfitting for such sins and evils as § 

Geobuzi had done. Nothing less would | 
have produced the right effect upon his 
#30, or upon other ages. Neither would 
avy less affliction have bad sufficient in. | 
fluence upon Gehazi himself. It was in 
vended that the leprosy of the body | 
should drive out the leprosy of the soul. | 
Whether it succeaded or not, it was in 
tended for (iwbasi's good, ns well as for a 

10 others. How sad it was'to 
fall from the assistant of a prophet, the 
promoter of the moral and spiritual wel 
fare of a nation, to be piiloried inal 
history through nll ages - A WARNING 

A Chinese View of Us. 

“Your superior +kill in the mathems 
tical and mechanical artswe are ready ty 

acknowle lge,” a learned Cuinese once 

#aid to me, * but you must concede to us 
the palm of philosophy snd letters.” 
This estimate is the prevailing one 
among educated Chinese as they com- 
pare our civilization with their own. It 
way be moditied, and doubtless will be, 

by further acquaintance; but it shows 
that they are not wnposed on by the 
glitter of wealth or the noise of machin. 
ery. The material progresson which we 
vaunt ourselves weighs light in their 
scales when poised against moral prin 
ciples and wsthetic culture. A letter of 
Mr. Yungwig, the wellknown scholar 
and diplomat, has fallen nto my hands, 
of which the following is an extract. 
Certain zealous Americans had the 
doubtful taste to invite his assistance in 
a “ convention for promoting the general 
adoption of republican goverament.” He 
replies: “In view of what the general 
gasfnment has done for the past twenty 
years in the way of enacting obnoxious 
laws against the Chinese, and without 
any provocation Hinging insult after in 

sult io the very teeth of the Chinese gov- 
ernment, | cannot for the life of me see 
how republicanism is to become univer 
sal, or how tne torch of American liberty 

is to enlighten® the Eastern races when 
they are shut out from its light." I feel 
contident that this would meet with sim: 
ilar confirmation on other points it we 
ba | necess to the unpublished reports ot 
the Chinese mission of inguiry.— WW. A 
P. Martin, in the February Forum. 

—— 
Yegelable tutellige (ee. 

An illustration of apparent intelligence 
in plants is the behavior of the Egyptian 
lotus in this climate. In the warmer 
countries, where it is at home, the roots 
of the lotus spread laterally close to the 
surface. In this country, the plant learn 
od, after a single year's experience of a 
New Jersey winter, to prepars for this 
froezing season by abandoning its sur! 
lateral roots ig early autumn, and sendicg 
out a crop of roots lower down—so fur 
down that they were bwlow the reach of 
frost. In this way the plant kept up its 
life continuously over winter, and when 
spring returned, the deep-level roots 
were abandoned, in their turn, and the 
surface roots once more sent out 

I'hen there are certain minute plants, 
some of them quite microscopic, which 
grow. in wayside pools, and which move 
continually in whorls or syirals, without 

any moving influence in the water. In 

w mytivd forms of this minute lite, the 

erudition of the profoundest men of 
science is required to determine whether 

they are aniwal or vegetable 10 their na. 

ture. And then who knows whether the 
8.intists are quite right ? The moral of 
the whole mater is that life in the two 
forms is identicsl. But what have you 
said when you have said that? Does the 
fact of the idenuty prove that there is 
spirit in matter, or that animal, human 
intelligence is merely a phase of watter? 
You pay the money of your education 
and take your choice of the two horns of 
the dilemma. — Transcript 

i OH Golden Medical Discovery ” cures 
tho: diseases which come from blovd 
impurities—scrofula and skin disenses, 
sores and swellings. 

But does it? It's put up by the thou 
sands of gallons; and sold to bund; c 1s of 
thousands. Can it cure as well as though 

it had becn compounded just for you? 

Its makers say that thousands of peo 
ple who have had Tetter and Salt-rheum, 
Ecz>ma and Erysipelns, Carbuncles and 
Sore Eyes, Thick Neck and Eolurged 
Glands, are well to day because they used 
it 
Suppose that this is so. Suppose that 

a quick witted man was ar seeing enough 
to know that to cleanse the blood was to 
cleanse the life. Suppose that by many 
experiments, and after many failures, 
he discovered this golden key to health 
and that his faith in it for you is so strong 
that you can go to your drugyist, buy » 
battle, and if it doesn't belp you, you can 
get your money returned—checrfully. 
Will you try it? 
The remedy to havb faith in, is the 

remedy the makers themselves have 
faith in. 

Messrs. C. C. RICHARDS & Co. 
cientle About three years ago I was 

taken very Ll with what the doctor called 

diphtheria. After trying every remedy I 
could get and flndiog no rellef I thougot that 

death would soon cod my sufferings, but a 
friend advised me to try your liniment. 

After using one botle I was able to go out 
the same as ever. Again this winter [had 
anotner attack of the same complaint, but 
after using your MINARD'S LINIMENT a 
few times I was perfectly cured. Iconsiderit 
the best remedy for sore throat ever offer 

the public.—Yours, Joux A. Torry. 
Antigonish, N. 8. 

Baltimore Church B Bells 
re made only of red Tel Meal. (G er sod Rotary (Copper, 80 “And he went out from his p 

See Gehazi as he goes out of Elisha's 
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NORTHROP & LYMAN'S 

VEGETABLE “- 
DISCOV 

A Sure Cure = for 

~Dyspepsias- 

A Great - Blood 

— Purifier « on 

A Medical | Triumph ! 
HOW THE H HEALTH OF 

A-Very Bad 
| DYSPEPSIA VANQUISHED. 

ONE OF BELLEVILLE'S CITIZENS | 
WAS RESTORED. 

Remarkable Cure of Dropsy and 
Dyspepsia. 

T. Casey, Mur. SAMUEL Belleville, writes 
“In the spring of 1584 | began to be troubled | 
with Dyspepsia, which gradually. became 
more and more distressing, 1 used various 
domestic remedies, and applied to my phy 
sician, butr i uo benefit. By this time 
my trouble assumed the form of Dropsy. 1 
Ya unable to use any food whatever, except 
Boiled ijk and bread § my limbs were swol 
len to twice their natural size; all hopes of 
my recovery were given up, and I quite ex- 

a. Norturop 

other prepara. 
rom them," 

Dyspepsia Had to Go. 
Mr. WJ. Deven 

and builder, writes 
greatly troubled with Dy 
tween my sh 
I would have to quit work alt 
medicir pected death within a few weel 

AND Lysax’s Vearzanng Discovery having 
been recommended to me, I tried a bottle 

with but little hope of relief ; and now, after 
ght bottles, my Dyspepsia and Dropay 
«dl. Although now seventy-nine years 

.'I can enjoy my meals ns well as eve 
and my general health is good. Iam well 
known in this section of Canada, having 
lived here fifty-seven years: and you have 
liberty to use my name in recommendation 
of your VrGETABLE Discovery, which has 
done such wonders in my case 

gave wm 
RTH KC » 

the medicine until 
when I was perfectly 
valuable ws a cure fo 
several persous ‘who | 
same benetit 
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PUTTNERS EMULSION 
IS THE BEST. TAKE NO OTHER. 

E'S fir 5 
r. Barker of the Brighton (England) Hoepltil Ray. 

milk an clowly TAL 10TABX Neo ToRrert: WH 
Phyrician, at the head Of kn orphan Aaylim, a 
five yenraor more, And have tha most Anon ILS Tn 18 
jes to procure for twins In mv practice a .foo | that woald not 

ood 111s the condition petroctiy Bend 16 WOOLRLC H & €0., 
phlet free, 

* Riu 
re 

ter, Mass 
ah ot 

The Representative 

MUSIC HOUSE. 

W H. JOHNSON. 
121 and 123 Hollis 8t., Halifax, N.8. 

PIANOS and ORGANS 
BY THE GREATEST MAKERS, 

Don’t fail to write or call for prices, and wil » you 
monav and ho anes ot a fire cae inetrnment CASH OR FARY TERJE, 

ASK YOUR MERONANTS FOR— 

Yarmouth Woollen Mills ™ ae THA Fiany NS, &e. 
oy will (ive you satisfaction both In ApPeATANCY ADU Wen? belie 0 wnuiRelured © 

all Pra Wool Ninok 

W.T. BAER & COS 

ELECTRIC APPLIANCES. 
HOME TESTIMONIALS. 

NO VINEGAR OR ACIDS USEL. 
REPUTATION ESTABLISH OVER 20,000 NOLD 

P BAK & Co, 
: Ladies’ 

Improved Belt, 
only $5 

Gent's Butterfly 
Belt, only $¢. 

Gent's Plain 

nr Agent for ¥ 
ANTAL TC abr triad Tsmks ure 
cud ering 

vad pain in 
Land IL ha 

J. 8. TRITES, 

Belts, $3.00. arcinenei we Ladies” Plain 
Belt, $2. Metuodist Ministe 

Shoulder Pad, 

$3.00. 
rrhedamati-m 

wks tr Ty ent Lung Shi ", $3 1a 
sutletnction, 

fos Messrs, W By £0 a Z: on Sg 

a pair A. E K'LLAM, ex-M. P I & Sweaty Feet, 

$1.00 a pair. eh, 18 

wearing vour 

No Manufactured 

Textimoninly Send for Cirenlnrs whleh ha helped ner rent! 
HIRAM HICKS. 

Butterfly Belt and Suspensory, $7.00. 

ACTINA. ACTINA. ACTINA. ACTINA. 
The Great Catarrh and Headache Cure. 

Price $3.00. Charging la‘ts from four to six months; can be recharged for §1.00 

Address all orders in New Brunswick— 

A. H. JONES, Box 57,Moncton, N. B. 
THE ONLY AUTHORIZED AGENT IN NEW BRUNSWICK 


