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“The Tillage of the Poor.” 

BY REY. ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D, D. 

“Much food I% n the tillage of the poor."— 
Proverbs 13: 28. 

Pajestine was a land of small peasant 
progyietors, and the institution of the 
Jubilee was intended to prevent the ac 
quisition of large estates by apy Israelite. 
The consequence, as intended, was a 
level of modest prosperity. It was “the 
tillage of the poor,” the careful, dili 
gent husbandry of the man who had 
only a little patch of land to look after, 
that filled the storehouses of the Holy 
Land. Hence the proverb of our text 
arose. It preserves the picture of the 
econowical conditions.in which it origi- 

nated, and it is capable of, and is in- 
tended to have, an application to all 
forms (and fields of*work. In all it is 
true that the bulk of the harvested re- 

sults are due, not to the large labors of 
the few, bat to the minute, unnoticed 

toils of the many. Small sérvice is true 
service, and the aggregate of such pro 
duces large crops. Spade husbaddry 

ts mest out of the ground. The 
borer's allotment of half an sore is 

generally more prolific than the average 
of the: squires “estate. Much may be 
made of slender gifts, small resources, 

and limited opportunities if carefully 
cultivated, as they should be, and as 

their very slenderness should, stimulate 
their being. 
One of the psalms accuses “ the chil 

dren of Ephraim" becauss, * being 

armed aod carrying bows, they turned 
back in the day of battle.” That sayiog 
deduces obligation from equipment, and 
preaches a stringent code of duty to 
those who sre in spy direction largely 
gifted. Power to its last particle is duty, 
and not small is the crime of those who, 
with great capacities, have small desire 
10 use them, and leave the brunt of the 
battle to halftrainegd soldiers, badly 
armed. 
But the imagery of the fight is not 

sufficient to include all aspects of Chris 
tian effort. The peaceful toil of the 
“husbandman that labors”. stands, in 
one &f Paul's letters, side by side 
with the heroism of the “man that 
warreth.” (ur text gives us the former 
image, and 80 supplements that other. 

It.completes the lesson of the psalm 
in another respect, as insisting on the 
importance, not of the well endowed, 
but of the slenderly-furnished, who are 
immensely in the msjority. This text 

is & message to ordinary, mediocre peo- 
ple, without much ability or influence. 

I.—It teaches, first, the responsibility 

of small gifts. 
It is no mere accident that in our 

Lord's great parable He represents the 
man with the one talent as the hider of 

other, how | would consecrate my 
powers to the Master. But Iam slow of 
speech, or nobody minds me, or I have 
but very little that I can give.” Yes! 
“He that is faithful in that which is 
least is faithful also in much.” If you 
do not utiliza the capacity possessed to 
increase the estate, would only be to in- 
crease the crop of weeds from its un 
cultivated clods. We never palm off a 
greater deception on ourselyes than 
when we try to hoodwink conscience by 
pleading narrow gifts as an excuse for 
boundless indolence, and to persuade 
ourselves that if we could do more we 
should be less inclined to do nothing. 
The most largely endowed has no more 
obligation and no fairer field than the 
most slenderly gifted lies under and 
possesses. 

All service coming from the same mo- 
tive and tending to the same end is the 
same with God. 
Not the magaitude of the act, but the 

motive thereof, determines the whole 
character of the life of which it is a part. 
The same graces of obedience, consecra 
tiop, quick sympathy, self-denyiog 
effort may be cultivated and manifested 
in the dealing out of a half-penny as in 
the administration of millions. & The 
smallest rainbow in the tiniest drdp that 
hangs from some sooty cave and catches 
the sunlight has precisely the same lines, 
in the same order, as the great arch 

that strides across half the sky. If you 
£0 to the Giant's Causeway, or to the 
other end of it amongst the Scoteh 
Hebrides, you will find the hexagonal 
basaltic pillars all of identically the same 
pattern and shape, whether their height 
be measured by feet or by tenths of an 
inch. ‘Bigor little, they obey exactly 
the samo law. There is ‘much food in 

the tillage of the poor.” 
11. But now, note, again, how there 

must be a diligent cultivation of the 
amall gifts. 
The inventor of this proverb had 

looked carefully and sympathetically at 
thé way in which the little peasant pro 

prietors worked ; and he saw in that a 
pattern for all life. It is net always the 
case, of course, that a little holding 
means good husbandry, but it is gen- 
erally 50; and you will find few waste 
corners and few unweeded patches on 
the ground.of a man whose whole ground 
is measured by rods instead of by miles. 
There will usually be little waste time, 
and few neglected opportunities of work- 
ing in the case of the peasant whose sub- 
sistence, with that of his family, depends 
on the diligent and wise cropping of the 
little patch that does belong to him. 
And 80, dear brethren, if you ang I 

have to take our place in the ranks of 
the two talented men, the commonplace 

run of ordinary people, the more reason 
for us ta enlarge our gifts by ‘a sedulous 
dil ied 5 

his gift. There is a certain’ pl in 

doing what we can do, or fancy we can 
do, well. There is a certain pleasure in 

the exercise of any kind of gift, be it of 
body or mind ; but when we know that 
we are but very slightly gifted by Him, 
there is a temptation to say, “Oh, it 
does pot matter much whether I con. 
tribute my share to this, that, or-the 

other work or mo. I am but a poor 
man. My halferown will make but a 
small difference in the total. I am pos 
sessed of very little leisure. The few 

minutes that | can spare for individual 
cultivation, or for benevolent work, will 

not matter at all. [ am -only an insig 

nificant unit; nobody pays any attention 

to my opinion. It does not in the least 
signify whether | make my influence 
felt in regard of social, religious, or 
political questions, and the like. 1 can 

eg all that to the more influential 
men. My littleness at least has the 

prerogative of immunity. My little 
finger would prdduce such a slight im 
pact on the scale that it is indifferent 
whether | apply it or not, It is » good 
deal easier {or me to wrap up this talent 
—which, alter all, is only » threepenny 
bit, aud not a talent—and put it away 
and do nothing 

Yes, but then you forget, dear friend, 

that responsibility’ does not diminisk 
with the size of the gifts, and that there 

is as grest responeibility for the'use of | 
the sma)lest as there is for the use of the 
largest, and that although it did not 
matter very much what you do to soy 
body but yourself, it matters all the 

world to you. 

But then, besides that, my text tells 

you that it does not matter whether the 
poor man sets himself to make the most 
of his little patch of ground or not 
“There is much food in the tillage of the 
poor.” The slenderly endowed are the 
immense majority. 
two hers and th , dotted slong the 

the human 

tion to do anything eitk 
their fellows, for thems 

» to plead the same excu 
Then there 

ay oul on the western 
an will own, and his 

servants will plough, a farrow for miles | 
loug, but they were filled by the small 
industries o e owners of tiny patches. 

Ibe “tillage of the poor,” meaning 

thereby, not the mendicant, but the 

Jpeasantowner of a little plot, yielded 
the buik of the “food.” The wholesome 

old proverb, * many littles make a 
mickle ” is hs true about the influence 
brought to bear in the world to arrest 
evil and to sweeten corruption 4s itis 
about anything besides. Christ has a 
great deal more need of the cultivation 
of the small patches that He gives to the 
most of us than He has even in the cul 
tivation of the large estates that He 
bestows on a few, R ibility is not 

There is a gemus or | 

of the world's and the church's his. | 

us witllion, suppose all the | 

were not | 
on a great scale like | 

8 y y 
by a keen look-out for all opportunities 
of service, and above all by a prayer. 
ful dependence upon Him from whom 
alone comes the power to toil, and who 
alone gives the increase. The less we 
are conscious of large gifts the more we 
should be bowed in dependence on Him 
from whom cometh every good and per- 
fect gift; and who gives according to 
His wisdom ; and the more earnestly 
suould we use that slender possession 
which God may have given us. Indus. 
try applied to small natural capacity 
will ao tar more than larger power rust- 
ed away by sloth. You all know that it 

is #0 in regard of daily life, and common 
b , and ition of di 

thing is said : “Eater thou into the joy 
of thy Lord.” It matters little whether 
we copy some great picture upon a can- 
vas as big as the side of a house, or upon 
a thumbnail : the main thing is that we: 
copy it. If we truly employ whatsoever 
gifts God has given to us, then we shall 
be accepted according to that we have, 
and pot according to that we have not. 

ATER 

Dr. Henrick Johnson on Broadness and 
Narrowness in Theology. 

Dr. Hearick Jobnson was the speaker 
at the recent opening of the McCormick 
‘Theological Seminary, in Chicago, and as 
a matter of course, be had something to 
say well worth hearing by the students 

and the more mature portion of his large 
audience. He took as his theme, “Some, 
Perils Incident to Theological Seminary 
Life,” all which he commented upon in 
a spirit of mingled sympathy and 
admonition. Portions of this timely dis- 
course have been published, but not, so 
far as we have observed, those gathering 

under, all things considered, the two 
most timely and important «divisions, 

viz: the peril of “Theological Narrow 
ness” on the one hand, and of “Theo 
logieal Broadness” on the other. We 
here quote these portions, sure that they 
will be widely and eagerly read. Touch 
ing Theological Narrowness, Dr. Johnson 
said : 
The field of theolpgy is broad. In the 

treatment of its {4ranscendent themes, 
the exactness of science is impossible, 
We can compel conclusions in mathe 

stood. But as to any of the infinite 
reaches of truths in the-Christian Serip 
tures, “we soo through a glass darkly.” 

= 
The broadness that lets down all 

bars, that believes in a Gospel of sweet. 
ness and light only, that thinks sin can 
be transformed by a lullaby, that calls 
“love” the greatest thing in the world,” 
and that is heard crying in the-syna. 
gogues and in the corners of the strpets, 
“Give us less ot Calvin and more of 
Christ,” enters widely into the spirit of 
the times, and takes on every alluring 
guise to many a student now on his way 
to the ministry. But a broadness that 
embraces everything, and leaves us'no 
deliniteness of belief and no positiveness 
of conviction, is infidel to truth. Truth 
in large, but truth is mainly definite. 
Christ without trath is a phantom Christ 
The Son of God and the Truth of God 
are one. Shade away the distinctive 
pess of truth, and you put Christ in 
shadow. The v outline is wanting 

that ever since Paul has given birth wo 
the avowal, “I know whom [ have be- 

lieved.” A bold, brave, confident faith, 
is a definite faith. 

This Seminary stands for no breadth 
that cannot put itself in definite form for 
tremendous bearing on will and heart. 
The breadth of Presbyterianism is that 
it unchurohes no Christian, and unfrooks 

00 minister. Bat it has a definite theo 
logy to teach, and that theology is Cal 
vinistic. We believe in the Calvinistio 
theology, because it more nearly ex 
presses than anything formulated in 

human language what we believe is the 
wind of God io the Scriptures. And the 
belief is known by its fruits. lmpalpable 

| and shadowy souls are not born of it. 

Concerning the fundamental evangelical | 
truths vital to salvation, the Christian | 
world is pretty much agreed. The! 
essential doctrines he that runs may 
read. God has not left even the lame, 
the balt, the blind, the impotent, the im- 
begile, in any uncertainty as to what they 
must do to be saved. But outside these 
indiepensable doctrines are systems of 
truth, about whose Scripturalness equally 
good men and equally able men radical 
ly differ. You will hear soniething of 
these systems, and you will be taught 
that only ote of thea has Scriptural 
warrant. For this Seminary intensly 
believes in, and teaches as the Word 
of God, the system of truth commonly 
known as the Reformed or Calvinistic 
system. Our church has embodied this 
system in her Confession of Faith, as 
most nearly expressing the mind of 
God revealed in His Word. 
But no human system will probably 

ever compass the whole of jrevealed 
truth. And there are heights and depths 
of truth that baffle logic. Infinities, 
that on their faces involve the profound 

matics when once our terms are under | The mon it has fashioned are the men of 
iron nerve, of tixed conviction, of death 
less courage, rooted as the oal 

So, while | warn you against the peril 
of a narrowness that would make you 
bigots, | warn you also against the peril 
of a broadpess that would empty your 
souls of conviction and your lives of 
victory, The heroes of a heavenly com- 
mission know what they believe. Only 
got your knowledge bathed in the spirit 
of Christ's Cross and passion, so that 

you will look out of His eyes at men 
who do not believe as you do, and then 
the pos snd the defini of 
your convictions will be no bar, but a 
help to a wide effectiveness.— Evan 
gelist. 

Across the. Great Sea. 

ITALIA, 
At the northeast of the city of Rome 

is » gate called Porta Pia. In this gate 
on the twentieth day of September, 1870, 
the troops under Victor Emmanuel 
made a break, and through it entered 
the city. “ We are here,” suid the king, 
“and here we will remain.” 
Twenty-one years have passed since 

this bl and utterance. 
est mysteries, cannot be put in logical 
finite form with the absolute assurance 
that that form contains the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
The peril incident to life here, is that 

in the honest, intense, and entirely 
legitimate presentation of a system, you 
may come to accept it as if it were all 
God's truth. Nay, that in the 

Italy is now solidly united, and the 
eternal city is her capital. The name of 
the avenue that passes through Porta 
Pia going north, in the opposite direc- 
tion, leads to the Quirinsl Hill, and the 
royal palacds thereon. It is named Via 
Venti Settembre [20th September] 

The organized forces within the walls of 

tion of & particular view of truth within 
the system, you may come to hold that 
particular view as if it were the system 
itself, vital to it, and inside which view 
only is the home of orthodoxy. It is 
along just this line bigots are born. I 
warn you inet this peril of narrow. 
ness. Truth is broad. Be broad indeed 

sciences and arts. It is just as true in 
regard of the Christian race, and of the 
Caristian chureh's work of witness. 
Who are they who have done the most 

in this world for God and for men? The 
largely endowed men? “Not many 
wise, not many mighty, not many noble 
are called.” The coral insect is micro. 
scopic, But it will build up from the 
profoundest depth of the ocean a reef 
against which the whole Pacific may 
dash in vain. It is the small gifts that, 
after all, are the importantones. So let 
us cultivate them the more earnestly, 
the more humbly we think of our own 
capacity, [Play well thy part; there all 
the hooor Lies. (lod, who has builded 

| up some of the towering Alps out of 
mica flakes, builds up His church out of 

infinitesitially small particles—slenderly 
| endowed men touched by the consecra 
| tion of His love, ES 

11. Lastly, lot me remind you of the 

barvest reaped from these slender gifts 
when sedulously tilled, 

| T'wogreat results of such conscientious 
| cultivation and use of small resources 
| and opportunities may be suggested as 
included in that abundant “food " of 
which the text speaks. 
Ube faithfully used faculty increares. 

| To him that * bath shall be given.” “Oh, 
if 1 had a wider sphere how I would 
flame in it, and fill it.” Then twinkle 

| your beet in your little sfihere, and that 
¢ & wider one some time or 

ker, For, as a rule, and in the general, 

though with exceptions, opportunities 

come to the man that can use them; and 

roughly, but yet substantially, men are 
sat 1 this world where they oan shine 

atitage to God. Fill your 

place; and if you, like Paul, have borne 
e Master in little Jerusa. 

lem, He will not keep you thers, but 
| esrry you to bear witness for Him in im 
perial Rome i 

Tbe old fable of the man who told 
his children to all over the field snd 

they would tind treasure, has its true 

application iu regard of Christian effort | 
| and faithiul stewardship of the gifts be 
{ stowed upon us. The sons found no 
gold, but they improved the field, and 
secured its bearing golden harvests, and 

they etrenglhened their own muscles, 
which was better than gold. So, if we 

want larger endowments, let us honestly 
use what we possess, and we will make 
growth, 
The other issue, about which I need 

not say more than a word, is that the 
final reward of all faithful service— 
“Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord" — 
is said, not to the brilliant, but to the 
“faithful” servant. In that great parable, 
which is the very text book of this whole 
subject of gifts and responsibilities and 

to be measured by amount of gilt, but is 
equally stringent, entire, and absolute, 

the 

1p , the men who were entrust 

ed with unequal sums uséd these un- 

be of the 
endowments from which it arises. 

Let. me remind you, too, how the 
same virtues and exocellencies can be 
practised in the i ing of the 
smallest as in that of the greatest gi 
Men say—I dare say some of you have 
said—“Oh | if [ were eloquent like So- 
and-s0; rich like somebody else; a man 
of weight and importance like some 

by the fact that 
sn equal rate of increase. He that got 
two talents made two more out of them, 
and he that had five did no more ; for 
he, too, but doubled his capital. 80, be 
cause the poorer servant with his 
and the richer one with his ten, 

ly their ely 
ured estates, they were identical in re- 
ward ; and to each of them the same 

equal sums with equal , 88 is 
y realized 

ig your toward it. Have posi- 
tive convictions, but hold them. gener- 
ously. Do not fear truth or truth’s dis- 
cussion. Welcome it from any quarter. 

“Shame to stand in God's creation, 
And doubt Truth's sufficiency.” 

Remember, no system devised by man 
and embracing the eternities and infini 
ties and sovereignties of Scripture, can 
be anything more than an approximation 
to the complete thought of God. Re. 
member, also, that a greater proportion 
of Christendom, endowed with learning 
and rich with men of keen intellect and 
of consecrated heart, whose reverent 
study of God's Word, and whose ‘en 
thusisstic devotion to Christ it would be 
folly to question, do not tind the Calvin 
istic system in the Word of God, and do 
not believe it is the Word of God. In 
other words, the majority of those who 
love Jesus Christ, honor His Word, fight 

His battles, and hope for heaven only 
through His Cross, do not believe as we 
do, who stand for Presbyterian polity 
and Presbyterian dootrme. | rather 
think this fact should make you obarit 
able in judgment and slow to believe 
that in these brief years of study you 
have thought around and thought 
through all the great problems of God's 
moral government. Let your attitude 
toward those who differ from you be 

generous and broad-minded. Be not 
swilt;to deny that those whose walk with 
(God you dare not question, yet who do 
not look out of your theological eyes, 
have as much of heaven's light on their 
Bibles as falis on yours. 
Keep in mind, also, as a corrective of 

theological narrowness in relation to 
truth Jn other departments of inquiry, 
that #he ‘church has more than once 
imagined the (oundations were about to 
be destroyed because of some supposed 
conflict between religion and science, as 
if God would commit moral suicide by 
contradicting Himself that she once 
counted it “damnable heresy” that the 
priesthood of science should remain with 
the men of sciende; that she ‘once 
thought the law of gravitation handed a 
good deal of God's work over to material 
mechanism ; and that if men have 
imagined unverified guesses of science to 
be unchangeable facts, so men have 
imagined unverified ® interpretations of 
Scripture to be Ged’s changeléess truth. 
Reall “somewhat widely as you study. 
Verify Scripture quotations. Consult 
authorities. Go to tae original sources. 
Take no man's ipse dizit. Guard against 
narrowness. This will tax you, crowd 
you, call out the best there is in you, 
and leave” you little time for preaching 
excursions and evangelistic side shows, 
but it will be likely to save you from 
the folly of thinking all God's boundless 
truth can be fenced in by your little logic. 

* And now that | have named this peril 

Rome that with d the victorious king 
was the army of the Vatican. After 
twenty years it is still true that the only 
considerable power that opposes Italian 
unity is the Vatican. 

ROMANISM LOSING GROUND. 

There is now a settled distinction in 

Among these are to be noted the “night- 
schools” of the working men's guild. 
Throughout Italy these schools are edu- 
cating the youth, fof deed many who 
are long past youth, in books and in use- 
ful arts. The very existence of these 
schools beywnd clerical control speaks 
volumes of a change in the right direc- 
tion, and the education of the working 
classes means liberation from that sup- 
erstition which is now the right hand in- 
fluence: of papacy. Another change is 
in the circulation of the whole Bible in 
the language of the people. I say circu: 
lation. An [talisn publisher lately ven- 

tured to print. a very cheap edition of 
the Scriptures. It was a remarkable 
success® The people bought it to such 
an extent that the street paperstands 
kept it on sale. On such a stand in 
Florence | saw them selling for a few 
cents. The Vatican is greatly troabled 
about this popular reception of the 
Scriptures, and, it is said, contemplates 
sending out a Bible of its own. Itis a 
grave dilemma to the papacy. Shall the 
church give a Bible to the people and 
thus falsify the record of centuries, or 
shall otless give them the Bible and 
thus win them from the church? An 
other change is commercial. It is as yet 
not general but particular. In Venice 
the German influence is growing steadily 
in trade. Rich Austrians, especially 
Jews, are buying the best property in 
Venice, are getting control of the busi 
ness of the city, are repairing old 
buildings, and are starting new enter- 
prises. ‘‘lney are making the city,” say 
the ease loving Veneuans. The cleaning 
up spirit is catching. St. Marks is un- 
dergoing extensive repairs, and tae dirt 

of centuries is being cleaned from the 
lace of the Doges. Other parts of 

taly are similarly affected by e 
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cial advances. Booms are no boon to 
mediwval churchism. Improvements at 
the capital are on a grand scale, and give 
no cheer to the Vatican. Oa the north- 
ern spur of the Capitolane hill extensive 
excavations for a piazzy, and extensive 
constructions of foundations, arches, 

platforms, etc., are in progress. These 
are to grow into a worthy 

_ PROFESSIONAL OARDS. 
RADLEY, 

Dexmisr, 
MONCTON, N. B. 

Kwg Victor E 
the city streets are being widened, 
straightened and extended by the re- 
moval of buildings. The 
avenues are being changed from those of 
Romish saints to those of patriots, e. g., 
to via Victor Emmanuel, via Cavout, via 
Garibaldy, via King Humbert, ete. 
changing of names, ‘indeed, is true of 
every city in Italy. Monuments are 
being erected by popular subscription to 
men who have been burnad at the stake 
by the Romish church—to Savonarola at 
Florence; to Arnaldo at Brescia; to Fra 
Paolo Soarpi in Venice. Yesterday, 
while riding in a “buss” through the 
£quare, where the monument of Giordano 
Bruno stands over the spot upon which 
he was burned for heresy. an [talian wo- 
man sitting behind us brightened up 
with animation and action, pointed to 
the monument and said excitedly, 
“See! Bruno! Bruno! Ah, Bruno!” 
That these burnings of good men, so 
multitudinous mn the past, were wicked 
murders, is settling to iction in the 
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Italian heart. 
THE LOTTERY. 

It is not generally known in the 
United States that the Italian govern. 
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ment ony on an i re 
t dep: i] rhe pig odes BUSINESS CARDS. Italy between the words Vatican and 

Catholici and this distinction exists, 
less generally, perhaps, between the 
words Roman Catholic and Catholic. 
This has become necessary by the events 
of the past quarter of a century as never 
before. “The state church is the Catho 
lic church, but it is not the Vatican. It 
is Catholio, but not Roman Catholic. This distinerion io o faethe 

in legal enactments, in newspaper dis- 
cussion, and in the mind of patrigian or 
plebeian because the Vatican is Italy's 
political enemy. To be a patriot is al 
most necessarily to break with the 
papacy. Leo XIII, yet demands su 
premacy. After the twentieth of Sep 
tember, 1870, Pope Pins IX. said: 1 
do notsee one ray of light,” referring to 
his restoration to temporal power. His 
successor, Leo, seems to see light, but 
from what quarter does not appear. It 
is currently reported here that he is 
now endeavoring through secret nego 
tiations with France to drive King Hum 
bert from Rome, and break the unity of 
Italy. These efforts have been so con 
tinuous on the part of the Vatican as to 
be common talk and belief. Devout 
Romanists agree to the facts, but plead 

the right of temporal supremacy. Pa 
triots deprecats these conspiracies and 
abuse the pope. An estimate carefully 
made classes 22,000,000 [talisns, out ot 
& population of 33,000,000, outside of the 
church of Rome. The entire army rust 
be practically against the Vatican, lor 
the Vatican is the enemy it fights. 
Chaplains for the army are discontinued 
because the priests are against the 
government. Theological chairs in the 
univereities have been abolished. All 
officials—and there is a great host of 
them —must be opposed to temporal pa 
pal supremacy. 

In parliament there is no Catholic 

party, and votes on measures against 

priestly oppression are practically un 
animous. Fhe citizan of England is not 
better protected in religious liberty than 
the citizen of Italy. These things, anda 
multitude of others like them, shows 
conclusively that even priest ridden 
Italy can hardly be called Roman Catho 
lie. Count Cumpello lately was passing 
near Valnerina, when stones were thrown 

at him with shouts of * brute Protes- 
tante,” The next day he addressed the 
people in the market-place, and showed 
how the Romish chargh had departed 
from early Christianity, how the Pope 
had opposed the unity of Italy and was 
now conspiring against the government, 
against education, against liberty of 
conscience, eto. To these points the 
people almost unanimously assented, 
and invited the count to remain among 
em, 
An intelligent Italian has said, “ We 

are op, to Romanism for three 
reasons: First, intellectual : the priests 
are ignorant and the people are worse ; 
second, patriotic: the church is the 
enemy of civil liberty and Italian unity; 
third, ethical : it is a conceded fact that 
secret vice is general among the clergy.” 
“We Italians are not Christian,” said 
another. “We know nothing really 
about Christ; we are ‘pagan.’” 

ANTI-ROMISH OHANGES. 

" Many changes are on in Ital; 
that A ly affect tl oon 
to adversely the Romish church 

8 
revenue of about 75,000,000 lire. The 
system is so thorough that in every 
town and in every ward of larger cities 
there are from .one or more lottery 
offices. Outside these offices, on a white 
ground, are printed the lucky numbers 
of the last draw ; within is a book look- 
ing like a e directory in which can 
be found nearly every word familiar to 
common life and to each word a number 
attached. The usual method in select 
ing & number is to take some event or 
thing and stake the money on its num- 
ber. If a poor be gots a frank he is 
likely to put half of 1t in the lottery on 
the number of such words as ‘‘ charity,” 
“kindness,” “ luck.” If he dreams some 
unusual dream he takes a chance on 
“dream " or some p i particular 
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in his dream. 1f a great fire occurs, the 
next day bundreds of people take such 
words as fire,” * disaster,” “burned,” 
etc. A family in Naples had a son killed 
in a street fight A few days after they 

oted four words sug i by the 
circumstances of the murderous affair 
and put up all the money they could 
gather, They won and were comforted. 
The Italian lottery is one of the curses 
of Italy's degraded people. It is aston 
ishing what a fascination this lottery 
business has for the poor. 1 stood even 
to-day in front of a lottery office aud saw 
what can be seen every day in the year 
and every hour in the day, in every city 
in Italy, a poor bare headed woman 
standing before the desk searching her 
pocket for the copper she needed for 
bread that she might pay for the num- 
ber she had selected. Here in Naples 
poverty has reached nakedness and has 

braced half the popul of this 
largest city of ‘the nation, and the 
national lottery helps it on. As in the 
United States the government feeds vice 
for revenue from the liquor traffic, so in 
Italy poverty and crime are fostered for 
the sake of revenue. The papers to-day 
announce sn increase of 53,000 lire in 

the lottery revenue for the month of 
August.— Gilbert Frederick, in the Stan 
dard. 

-- 
Dr. Lyman Beecher, one stormy, 

snowy night, preached to butone hearer, 
who went away after the sermon before 
the Doctor could speak to him. Twenty 
years afterwards, in a pleasant village in 
central Ohio, a stranger accosted Dr, 
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Beecher, saying: “Do you 
preaching twenty years ago, in such a 
place, to a single person?” ¢ Yes, sir,” 
said the Doctor, grasping his hand, “1 
do, indeed ; and if you are the man, I 
have been wishing to see you ever since.” 
“I am the man, sir; and that sermon 
ved my soul, made a minister of me, 

and yonder is my church. The converts 
of that sermon are ‘all over Ohio."— 
Hele 
—————— 

— Dr. MoGilvary, of Sydney, C. B, 
says: [ er my 
in favor of Puttner's Emulsion. I have 
used it extensively for a number of years 
with the most sal tory results. In 
wasting diseases of children it has no equal. 
——————— 
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