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Sabbath . Scheol.
BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER

(Condensed from Peloubet's Notes.)

Lesson V. May 3. Amos 4: 4-13.

ISRAEL OFTEN REPROVED.,

GOLDEN TEXT.

« He that, being often reproved hard-
eneth his neck, shall suddenly be de-
l(royed nnd that without remedy.—
Prov. 2

EXPLANATORY.

Tag State or Tae CouNTRY.
be learned from 2 Kings 14:
2 Chron. 26,and the prophemea of Ilo-ea
and Amos. (1) Its prosperity. The
period of Amos's ministry was one of
great external prosperity for the king-
dom of Israel. Under Jeroboam II. it
stood at the zenith of its power. Its
borders were extended on the morth to
|Hamath, north of Damascus and Leban:
jon, m the Dead Sea on the south (2 Kings

4:25-28), while Judah under Uzziah

ldlubdued the Edomites and Philis
?& Thus the extent of the two king-

s almost equalled the united king
dom in the golden age of David and
Solomon.

(2) Its wickedness (as learned from
Hosea and Amos). The wealth of the
few accumulated, and the mass of the
population had grown poorer. Inter
course with the heathen communities
round; the loose morality of armies ;
the unscrupulous scifindulgence of the
rich, prom[;tingequtlly unworthy means
to indulge it ; and the widening gulf be
tween the upper and lower classes, were
ruining the country. Above all, the old
religiousness of lsrael was well nigh

Thm may
; 7;

gone.

(3) The danger ahead. For these sins
Amos foretold the ruin of the nation,
Israel shall surely be led away captive
out of their own land (7: 11,17), 1 will
command the sword, and it .shall alay
them, and I will set Mine eyes upon
them for evil, and Joot for good (9: 4).
I will osuse you to 80 into cnpuvny be
yond Damascus (5: 27).

(4) The only way of salvation was in
repentance. Thus saith the Lord unto
the house of Israel, Beok yo Me, and yo
shall live (5: 4, 6). Hate the evil, and
love the gooJ, and establish justice
It may be that the Lord God of hosts
will be gracious (5: 15).

Vers. 4. “ Come to Bethel.” One chief
ocentre of the idolatrous ocall worsbip.
Make pilgrimages here from sll parts of

the nation. “ And transgress” by wor
shipping the golden balf, contrary to
God's express command. That these

verses are Sarcasm is seen by the con
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trary din 5 :4-5. “ At Gilgal
Ancther centre of lhau- idolatrous wor
ship. (See Hos. 4:15) “Multiply
transgression.” Inrr«ue your sins as
rapidly as ble by increasing the
number of places where your idolatries

are carried on. Do yourutmost. “ Bring
your sacrifices every morning, and your
tithes (the required tenth) after three
years.” Literally, three of days, which
means, according to Pusey, three of a
circle of days; i. ¢, three years. But
most take it to be three days, as Revised
Version

5. “ And ofter (Hebrew by burning) a
sacrifice of thaoksgiving.” ~Praise your
fulse gods to the utmost. “ With leaven.”
Instead of being content with unleaven
ed cakes, to offer also upon the same
altar gven the leavened loaves which
were not required by law to be consumed.

(Lev.7:13-14) *“ Proclaim and publish
the free offerings.” This may be taken
a8 an invitation, a summons to all to
offer freely ; but it is better to regard it

as expressivo of ostentation. Give so
freely that you want every one to know
how large your gifts are. Be proud of
your gifts, “ For this liketh you," For
80 you love to do. Do as you please.
But for all these things God will bring
you into judgment. Ephraim is joined
o his idols : let him alone.

Vers. 6.5. Now follow & series of
lesser punishments God sent upon lsrael

to hold the nation back from final de
struction. 6. “ And | also” The pro
noun is emphatic. And I, I too, Aave
given you. he idolaters of Iarael had

not been allowed to go on without warn
ing. Bo then GGod had but one gift which
He ocould bestow,one only out of the rich
storebouse of His mercies, since all be
sides were abused, and that was the gift
of chastisement. Yot thie, too, is & great
gift of God, » pledge of His love, who
willed not'that they should perish; an
earnest of greater favors had they used
it. Itis s great gilt of God, that He
should for us s0 as to chasten us.
“Cleanress of teeth.” For want of some.
thing to eat.
7. “Also I have-withholden the rain,”
And the idols you worshipped could not
bring it for you, pray you never so earn
estly to them. Fhe torm employed for
rain is ot the common one, but one that
signifies Aeavy, abundant rain. The re.
ference is to the lailer rain that usuall

falls in the latter part of February an

more or less, through March (Robinson's
Palestine, vol. ii., p. 97), “when there
were yet three months to the harvest,”
to refresh the ground, and swell the
corn. Want of rain at this critical sea-
80D, says Thomson, is utterly ruinous
to the hopes of the farmer. A little
earlier or a little later would not be so
fatal, but drought three months before
harvest, is entirely destructive. The
drought memt is that recorded in 1

Kings 17 : “] caused it to rain upon
ane city, . . not to rain upon an-
other.” To show clearly that it was

God’s hand that sent or withheld the
rain. Still more clearly was. this'shown
by its raining on one piece of ground, and
not on another. "

8. “ Two or three cities wandered unto
one city.” Those, then, who were pun.
ished were more than those who were
reprieved. The word wandered, hteully
irembled, expresses the unsteady, oo«{
ﬁt of those -xmm quest of f d

ey staggered ugh weakness, ln
unocertain, amid the general dm
whither to betake themselves.
have ye not returned.” Aﬂwunm
The end m‘ht was not yet acoom-

prophecy of Moses (Deut. 28 :
the other scourges of . disobedience.
“ When your gardens.” The garden of
the Eist united the orchard,’ herb, and
flower garden. Being mostly watered
artificially, it was beyond the reach of
ordinary drought. But even this was not
safe, (’nr it was devoured by the ' palmer-
worm,” a kind of locust.

Ver. 10. “The pestilence (a plague)
after the manner of Egypt.” Egyptis
the birthplace of the plague or black
deatb, and the circumstances augment
ing its horror are here terribly portrayed.
Compare ‘Deut. 28 : 60. Pestilence was
rare in Palestine. ¢ Your young men
(who should be your defence) have I
slain with the sword,” because they were
80 weak that they could not stand against
the ememy. The worst scourge was
through man. “ And have taken away
your horses.” By the incursions of ene-
mies. This bad taken plm, _smong
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riches tho Dlood, gives Life, Strength and Vigor
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noys and Ski
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Its cffects are surprising to all, in so effectu-
ally and thoroughly cleansing the entire system, and
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disease.

AND

HEALTH REGULATOR

PERMANENTLY CURING
ALL DISEASES ARISING FROM_IMPURITIES OF

other times, in the reign of J
the son of Jehu, and grandfather. of Jer-
oboam [I., who migne\i at the time of
this prophecy. “And I have made the
stink of your cam, The stench of the
unburied dead soldiers, which, instead of
being a defence, wasa fresh source ef
pestilence. “Unto your nostrils.”
Showing that this happened in their own
land. The warning came home to them.
“Yet have ye not returned.” Even this
did not lead them to repentance.

Ver. 11. “] have overthrown ” (over-
threw). The prophet uses the very
word employed (in Gen. 19: 24, 25), to
describe the destruction of thie oities of
the plain, and a derived form. Its exact
menning is turning upside down. “ And
ye (who escaped) were as a fire brand
plucked out of the burning.” Once it
had been green, fresh, {ragrant, with leaf
or flower; now, scorched, charred, black-
ened, all but consumed. In itself, it
was fit for nothing but to be cast back
into the fire whence it had been rescued.
Man would so deal with it. A re creation
alone could restore it. Slight emblem
of asoul whose freshness sin had wither-
ed, then God's severe judgment had
balf consumed ; in itself, meet only for
the everlasting fire, from which yet God
withdrawd it

Ver. 12. “Therefore thus will I do
unto.thee.” What He will do is not ex-
pressed, He is silent as towhat He will

do, in order that, whilst lsrasl is left in
unoertainty as to the partioulsr kind of
punishment, (which is all the more ter
rible because all kinds of things are
imagined ), it may repent of ite sins and
#0 avert the things which (God threatens
here. “Propare to meet thy God"
st the judgment seat, where all must
give an nocoant of the deeds done in
the body. Not prepare for thy doom,
but to avert it. FPrepare by repeniance,
by returning to God, by making friends
with Him. For mest Him you must, and
if you are not preparod the irrevoeable
doom must come.

13. “For, lo, e that formeth the
mountaine.” This description Is given
that lsrael might see the majesty and
power of the God they must mest, and
thus realize both how useless it was to
try to escape from Him, and how r;'uo-ol'
ful He would be as a friend
would turn to Him. “ And declaret
unto man what is His thought." To man,
a sinner, far more impressive than all
majesty of creative power, is the thought
that God knows his inmost soul. “Tread.
oth upon the high places.” The highost
of earth are beneath His feet. “The
God of hosts.” Hosts are all God's croa-
tures, the angels of heaven, the forogs
of earth, every power of every kind, all
organized into an army to do the will
of God

e
Jerry's Chocolate Cake.

“ When [ am a man,” said Jerry Whit
amore, searching his plal stly for
orumbs of his vanished cake, “when I
am & man, [ am going to have a whole
chocolate cake to myself—a whole, big
round chocolate cake, mother. [ am,
indeed, and nobody shall have a bit of it.
I would like to see how it feels to eata
whole cake by myself.”

“You need not wait till you area
man,” said his mother, “1 will make you
oneé to morrow.”

“ Will you, really, mother? All tomy
selfr”
“ Yes—on one condition; that you

will not give anybody s bit of it while it
las
®=iHo! I can easily promise you that;
Tor I don’t want anybody to help mo eat
it, T oan tell you.

Mrs, Whitamore sighed a little, and
wondered if Jerry was as “selfish a little
boy as he thoughthe was ; but she made
him the cake. As soon as the icing was
firm, Jerry out a big slice for himself;
and sat down on the kitchen step to eat
it. His little brother, Rob, came and
stood in front of him, with his hands be.
hind his back. “ Wis' I had some piece,”
said Bob, looking at Jerry.

“ Mother,” called Jerry, “can't I give
Rob a piece ?”

“ Certainly not,” answered his mother.

“Go away, then, Rob, and don't watéh
me eat it,” begged Jerry. But fi0 ; there
stood the little man, eying the cake until
it was gone, while two big tears rolled
down his cheeks.

“That piece didn’t taste good one bit,”
said Jerry to himself. “1 won’t eat any
more when Rob is around.”

The next time Jerry took a piece’he
slipped out of the door to hide himselfin
the woodshed. Bounce, the littlé black-
and-tan terrier, thinking he was going
out to play, slipped after him ; but, just
before the couple got out of sight, the
mother called, “ Jerry, remember not to
give Bounce any cake.”

“Q, ain’t that a pity ?” said Jerry to
Bounce ; and then he had to eat his cake
with Bounce begging for every bite. It
was worse than Rob, because he could
not explain anything to doggie.

“There that's two °sieeol of cake
spoiled forme,” grambled Jerry. “Eating
a whole cake ain't balf as much fun as
it's cracked up to be.”

When the tea-bell rang, Je: was a8
ready for bread and butter and milk as
if he had not tasted anything for twelve
hours; and there, on his m plate,
was a half of what the itamore chil-
dren called a “snow ball.” It was a white
cake, white inside with white crumbs and
citron, and round and white outside with

particularly sugary icing. Not‘nﬂ:

imn.hm cakes except Aun

“That cake was sent to Rob, Jerry,”
said his mother ; “mdalhumnooord
hnbodmtounyou: piece,” when,
y { lo! to everybody's lnprho, big, boyish
Jerry burst out crying.
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such as Scrofyla, and every kind of Unhealthy
Humor, Female Weakness, and those complaints
known by the names of Erysipelas, Canker, Salt-
Rheum, Pimples or Blotches on the Face, Neck or
Ears, Ulcers, Fever Sores, Boils, Scald Head, Sore

as to
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“I hate chocolate cake, mother,” he
said. “[never want to see another|
piece as long as I live,” |

So Mother Whitamore knew that Je:
had learned his lesson.
lieve he would ever again think anything |
sweeter that he kept to himself.

o Qumon we bnng out ydur cake and
elt it for supper,” she said to her little |

Jorry s face cleared up all in & minute.

“0, mother,” he said, “ that would be
0 nioo!"

And I think that, if Rob and Bouiice
had been allowed to eat all
wanted them to have, they would both
bave dreamed of their great grandfathers |
that night.— Sunday-school Visitor,

that Jorry |

happy medium between the loose,
[ too elaborate and profound ones, which few

- King Solomon
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ADWAY'S
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An Excellent and mild Cathartic. Purel
vegetable. The safest and best medicine ln
the world for the cure of all disorders of the

Liver, Stomach or Bowels.
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Price 25c. & box. Sold by all dru gists.
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Sussex, N. B, Feb. 2, 191
Messrs. W. T. BAER & Co., Toronto.—Gentlemen,—Some v eeks ago 1 _procured one of
your ~ Electrio Butterfly Beltk” from your Agent for New Rranswick, and afer givl
Tl LT take ploasare n recommending the same. Before wearing it I was trou
with sleeplesaness and painin back. I am now able o sleep well, and it has ale ereatly
helped my back. (Signed) J. 8. TRITES.

Moxcrox, N. 1801

Messrs, W. T. BAER & Co.—Gentlemen,—I ean rvmmmrnd ukru n u bﬂnl a good cure
for cnilrrh and headache, having recelved ‘m-l hv-n:' »ll\m;"KIVl s Mrlhodlll ﬂlnl"r\.
Moxcrox, N. B, 7

AER & Co.—Gentlemen—I take pleasure in recommending ollr Nﬂl
Have used them for some weeks to mz;nilml'awl By

5 W.T. BA
Appliances for rheumatism.

Mox mg N.B,
Messra. W. T. BAER & Co.—Gentlsmen,~I can recommend “Ad
oure Feverused. WOULD NOT TAKE ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS FoR g
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The Great Oatarrh and Headache Cure.
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