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(THE CHRISFIAN VISfTOR
1 Vorvaes X LIV

ted by G. W. DAY, North Nide King Sq

- We are requested by President
Sawyer to state that Acadia Seminary
will open September 7, and that the
public exercises in connection with the
formal opening of the new building will
take place Beptember 15.

— THE of Dea. 8.
inadvertently:omitted from our notice in
last week's issue of the report of the
committee on Obituaries presented to
Convention. The report eontained ap-
preciative reference to Mr. Selden’s life
and the services he rendered to the de-
riomination.

name Selden was

— Prixcirar Oaxes calls our attention
to a typographical error in his com
munication under the heading Manual
Training Fund, in our issue of Aug. 17,
in the sentence, “ The committee will
need over $10,000 to éxpend in equip
ment of the new department, etc.”
Instead of “ $10,000 " read $1,000

— Ix order to give our readers as full
a report as possible of the prodeedings
of the Convention, the usually
devoted to other matters has been cur-
tailed in this issue as much as possible
Still we have been unable to complete
the report this week, and the proceed-
ings ‘of Monday evening, Tuesday and
Wednesday, as well as a further account
of the Y: P. U'nion and the Institute are
held over to another issue.

space

WE would call the attention of the
treasurers of our churches and others
who forward money for Convention fund
to the notice given by the secretary of
Convention in another column of the
action of Convention in the matter of
finances, whereby a change is made in
the treasurers. Instead of sending
money to Dr. Day, as has been done for
many years, it will be seen that churches
in N. B. and P. E. L should sind to
Rev. J. W. Manning, St. John, and
churches in N. 8. to Rev. A. Cohoon,
Hebron, N. 8.

— THE universal feeling among the
delegates appeared to be that the recent
session of the Convention was among the

most pleasant and profitable in its
history. Several things conspired to
this end. The weather, which has so
much with the comfort—and con-

sequently with the conduct —of such a
body, though pretty hot for the first day
or two, became cool and comfortable,
thus enabling the delegates to sleep at
nights and to come rested and refreshed
to th&Theetings. An excellent spirit
prevailed from the first. The connec-
tion of the Young People's Union with
the Convention appeared to be most
helpfa its spiritual tone. The early
morning meetings were marked by deep
interest and spiritual power. Prayer
was requested by pastors on behalfl of
themselves and their churches, and by
behalfl of their friends. At
least one soul was brought from dark
nees to light during these meetings, and
there were others, doubtless, who receiv
ed deep impressions. There was mani
strong desire to seek
guidance in all the business of the Con
vention. As at other Conventions, there
were matters to be dealt with in respect
to which differences of
known to exist, and the
which it

others on

divine

opinion
discussion of
might

were
feared produce
friction, bhut through all these discus
sions a spirit of harmony and Christian
feliowship waa preserved, Brethren who
came to us the West

Rev. A of Winnipeg
Wilkins, of Chicago, added not
to the interest of the
familiar

was

from especially
and Dr
a little

Some

Girant

mectings
missod,

Selden, of

Inces were
late Mr
who had for so long been a constant at
tendant upon our arinual gatherings. J
March, Esq., of £t
F. M
for the first tinie

enpecinlly

that of the Halifax

John, treasurer of the
Board. was unavoidably absent,

as 'we are informed, in

years, A good many pastors, too,
by their
brethren and who would doubtless have
derived enjoyment and profit from the
mectings had they been present.  Presi
dent Gordon guided the business of the
Conventien with tact and ability, dis
charging the difficult duties of his office
The sec
ratury, on whom so much depends, was,

wore absent who were missed

with courteous impartiality

as always, ppompt and efficient in the per
formance of the most valuable services
which from year to year he renders the
Convention. Too credit cannot
be given to Pastor Young and his people
for their indefatigable and most success
ful ¢fforts to entertain the delegates and
to render their visit to Bridgetown as
agreeAble as possible.

much

-

— Stanley told his hearers at a recent
donkey and pony show in London that
his chief reliance in passing through one
of the most savage distriots of Africa
was & donkey named Mirambo, which
used to bgay in the most stentorian
manner at the word of command, to the
great consternation of the natives. This
recalls an old proverb and might suggest
& NOW One. -

A WORD FROM THE BUSINESS';
MANAGER |

We wiah to take all the subscribers of
the Visitor
confidence for a little, and talk business
with them
last year's work shows a few facis in

MESSENGEK ANI into our

The treasurer’s report of the

which all the Baptists of these provinces
The expenditures

year by the company

are interested
of the
largely in excess of the cash income, and
this
year weré so much in exocess

cas

were
not because the expenses of the
of fermer
years, though the MessExaER AND Vis

but be-
cause there had been a falling off in cur

Tok had been greatly improved

receipts of more than #1000 from our

subscribers. In short, while we bad |
done more work and business for our |
patrons, we
from them

for the hard times which are

had recpived less money |
Making all due allowance
upon us,
we soe that we are confronted with |
The indelitedness of |
subscribers to the Messexarr AND Vist
ToR has largely increased during the
year, though all reasonable means have
been taken to collect
be arrested or the business of the paper

something worse

This trend must

is ruined 5

About one-balf of our subscribers pay
promptly in advance. About 1,000 have
not paid us anything since January 1
1890,

Special agencies must now be em
will
all our friends do their best to assist us?

ployed to collect these arrearages

During the year more than five hun
dred names have been dropped from our
miling list.
billed, besides the figures onthe labels
tell every week just the date to which
your paper is paid. That the MEsSENGER
AND VisiTor may do its best service our
list. must continually be enlarged. As
we can afford it wehave it in our Learts |
to improve its efficiency. |

Will not all our pastors speak a good |
word for us from the pulpit? Will not |
all the leaders in our several denomina-
tional enterpriscs do what they can to
incredse our circulation, as we are doing |
80 much to assist them in their work,
and 8o do much to help forward their |
own particular departments? Will not |
our ‘young people, just now. ¢ntering |
upon a glorious career, permit us to
asgist them ss we purpose to do, and
unite with us in making the MESSENGER |
AND "VisiToR the best family paper and |
the model journal of the Maritime |
Provinces? We are assured that such |
united as we suggest will i
meetthe approval of our Lord and bring
great blessings to our churches.

All in arrears have been

endeavors

.-
The St. Martins Seminary

For a longtime I have been impressed
with the idea that the schools of the
Maritime Provinces do not sufficiently
emphasize the value of correct manners
and deportment. Ifind that the lack in |
this rcspect is becoming more and more |
apparent to the people, and especially to |
parents. In seeking to supply this defi-
ciency in our own school I have met with ‘
singular good fortune, as the following
announcement will indicate. ‘

Miss Fitch, Iately of Paris, has "”""\
sented to give lectures and: practical |

drill in Etiquette and Deportpent, and
Misa |
Fitch for several years conducted ahigh- |

will also give lessons in French.

class school for young Iadies in 8t. John
8he visited and
taught both in Normandy and in Bouth
ern Franoe,

afterwards France, [
|
Among three hundred ap- |
plicants she was chosen to take charge |
which the |
Princess, of Wales was the patrgness

of a school in Paris, of

She also,

and for some time, gave pri
vate instruction tothe children of Mme
de Witte, the daughter of Guizot, the
historian. Miss Fitch is a beilliant lady, |
of broad culture and eminent ability.

weeks ago I spoke of Miss
Tucker, B. A new preceptress
Since then I have received the following
testimony from the president of Welles
ley College : “Our professors give to Miss
Tucker their unqualified commenda.
tion, A certificate from her to the effect
that an applicant was prepared for Wel- |
lesley would admit the applicant with

Some
our

ont entrance examinations at the colley

Perhaps no more emphatic word of com-
mendation could be spoken ; I therefore
select this amongst the multitude of
testimonies which I have received. The
sam® letter continues thus: *Miss
Tucker’s pleasing presence, her success-
ful experience, her superior qualifica-
tions, and her strong, earnest character
will give her a prominent place in the
noble army of teachers.”

One of the best known and most suc-
cesslul educators in New Brunswick said
to me the other day : “I firmly believe
that you now have at St. Martine the
very best school of its kind in the Mari-
time Provinces.”

Announcements with regard to the
“Bt. Martins Seaside Summer School "
will be made at an early date. Plans
and are now i

| Western

| not

| going.

THE CONVENTION

1ONDAY AFTERNOON
The reading and discussion of  the
Home - Mission . report were rcsumed.

The report, which is very full and com-
prehensive, discusscs the work accord-
ing to associations, and is accompanied
by a tabulated statement giving par-
ticular information as to the different
fields, the missionarics employed and
their labors, with information as to the

| number baptized on each field, salary

raised on the field, amount given by the
board, &c. This report is printed in &
pamphlet form with the intention, we
presume, of its being freely distributed.
It is unnecessiry therefore to attempt to
give here any account of the work in
detail. The report recognizes the good-
ness of God in preserving the lives of
the members of the board and of its
missionaries. The mission fields have
for the most part enjoyed a good degree
of prosperity. Work undertaken in new
fields has been especially encouraging,
the old fields that were in
condition wonderfully
changed for the better. The work of the
year is summarizsed as follows

and some of

a feeble have

“Two general missionaries have beén
at work all the year. Of the 66 fields
counted as mission at the beginning of
the year 87 have had continuous minis
terial labor for all or nearly all of the
year. With one or two exceptions the
remainder have had some attention,
either by general missionarics or stu
dent supplies. The reports received
show 2,171 wecks of labor, 23 stations
occupied, 5,912 sermons preached, 4,505
other meetings held,
tracts distributed, 16,089 reli
made, 724 baptized, and 157 received by
letter and experience. Four churches
have been organized and 8 houscs open
ed for Divine worship. The work of the
corresponding secretary is not included
in the above. During the year he has
visited mission fields in Yarmouth,
Bhélburne, (Queens, Lunenburg, Kings,
Halifax, Colchester, Cumberland and
Pictou counties in N, and in West
moreland, Northumberland, York, Kings
and Queens counties in N. B.; has
preached 105 acrmons and given a large
number of addresses.on home missions
and other departments of our work.”

Legacies amounting to $305 have been
received by the Board during the year,
and the Women's Missionary Union has
contributed to its funds $750. In the
Church Edifice department of the Board's
work there had been appropriations
during the year to the amount of $142,
and aloan of §50. It is stated that there
should be an income for work in this de-
partment of at least $1,000. In this con-
nection a letter was read by Rev. 8.
Langille from the church at Clyde River

| N. 8., showing, on account of the opposi-

tion of unfriendly persons, the Baptists
of that place had felt impelled to secure
a place of worship for themselves and
appealing to the Convention for aid.
Rev. T. M. Munro, pastor of the church,
confirmed what had been said. A .col-
leetion was called for and resulted in the
raising of $132, which was placed in the
hands of the H. M. Board to be used in
aid of the building.

In reference to a sentence in the re-
port expressing regret that so many of
the independent churches of the N. B.
Association were pastorless,
B. H. Thomas asked what was the
ground of distinction between dependent
and independent churches? Secretary
Cohoon replied that the question was
But it might be
a number of churches
which were not able, or were not dis
posed, to raise uu(’fl)u\n $400 for »
pastor's salary. Yet*if these churches
were aided it would bring censure upon
the Board, as it waa generally believed
that these churches were able to support

Rev

cany 10 aDawer

said there were

themselves

The report showed that Manitoba and
the North-west have sixteen pastors and
four others settle.”  Their
liabilities “are $2 3863 The Maritime
Baptists have contributed nearly $2,000
The demands of the great West are

about to

| very urgent.

Rev. Alex. Grant was aaked if settlers
in the North-west were comjng and
He replied that the experi-
mental period had passed. The people
are more settled in the North-west than
in the Maritime Provinces. Delegations
were continually coming from the States.
They say that the best advantages are
in the North-west.

Rev. J. A. Gordon, president of Con-
vention, lately having made a visit to
the North-west, said he met a half dozen
delegations from the United States. He
corroborated what Mr. Grant said—
streams of people are coming from the
tates.

In the absence of Prof. Tufts, who
also had lately made a visit to the North-
west, Dr. Bawyer referred to the very
favorable opinion which Prof. Tufts had

w

Avstex K. veBroms.

p d to him in respect to the coun-
try and its resougces.

A committee was appointed to confer
with the delegates from the North-west
and Grand Ligne in reference to the pro-
portion of denominational funds to be
devoted to these interests.

One clause of the report noted the
fact that young men wishing to enter
the ministry were in some cases assisted
by the Board to prosecute their studies
-—certain pledges being in such cases
required. On enquiry it was learned
that one of the pledges given was that
students so assisted should remain for &
time unmarried. This did not appear
to meet with universal favor. A lively
and rather amusing discussion took
place on this point, but the Convention
sustained the Board.

The report of the treasurer of the
Home Mission Board was presénted :

Receipts, including balance, $6,302
Expenditures. R 8377
Deficit, 1,984
Other monies received reduces
OB i 91

The treasurer of the Convention Fund
reported the receipts of this year about
2,600 more than last year. Foreign
missions has had more than all the gain.
Eighty churches did not contribute to
the Convention Fund :

N.8. Western Association con-
butel ..o niie
N. 8. Central Association
N. 8. Eastern Association,.

African Association,...
Miscellaneous from N. B...

Total from N. 8
N. B. Western Association,
N. B. SBouthern Association,
N. B. Eaatern Association
Miscellaneous

Total from N. B
P ¥

General reoeipts

Inlaod Association $1,066 58

1,862 95

Grand total $26,604 06
Other amounts hiave come insinee the
which would
the grand total larger

bocks were closed

PAYMENTS
Home Missions,.

Foreign Missions,.
Educational Institutions
Ministerial Aid & Relief Fund
Ministerial Fdneation

Grande Ligne,

W.B. M. |
Memorial Fund,..

The Back Seat Problem.

These back seats in the prayer and

conference room ; why are they so much |

sought after? Many people seem really
disappointed when they come to the
prayer-meeting and find them all taken
up. True it is, those who are fortunate
enough to find them empty ecompel
their neighbors to do what they them-
selves were unwilling to do, take & seat
further up. Have these seats more
grace than others? We fear they have
less. A more pitiable sight in the house
of the Lord -is hard te find than to see
forty or fifty Christisns crowding each
other on the back seats, while there are
from six totwelve empty settees between
them and pastor's desk. We are told
that the spirit runs from heart to heart
as oil from vessel to vessel, but surely
not over empty seats. One resson why
we have so many dull prayer-mectings
is that the Holy Ghost is powerless to
work in such meetings. There is not a
Bunday-school teacher in all the land
who could sicoesafully teach a class
separated from them by the space of ten
or twelve empty settees; but that same
teacher will expect his or ber pastor to
conduct & lively prayer-meeting on
Wednesday evening, while they com-
placently sit separated from the leader
by twelve empty settees. In such a
meeting the pastor is shorn of much of
his strength, and Christ, his Master, is
robbed of a united, warm-hearted ser
vice. There is nothing in all my
pastoral duties that has so saddened my
heart as this God-dishonoring habit. It
appears to me the very angels must
feel sad an they hover over such a meet-
ing
possess the gesuine publican humility,
and would drop into & back seat to catch
some word of cheer, but the back seats
are all taken. Experience tells you he
can’t go to the front, so he turns to the
world to drown his sorrow. Christians !
leave those back seats for the publicans
and prodigals or you will answer it in the
day of judgment.

1 have ssked a number of pastors of
late what their experience in this mat-
ter is, and I have received answers as
follows: “It is sad”; “My heart is
pained “You can’t do anything to
help it.” I have gone in private and
asked individual members to come up;
I have scolded, I have entreated for
Christ’s sake, I have called for the front
seats to be filled before I would open
the service ; I have shamed them, and
I have over it, but the evil still
exists. have suggested that we
take our Bibles and go down to the peo-
ple, if they will not come uptous. At the

Then those poor sinners, who do

battle of the Alma, in the Crimean war, '

one of the emsigns stood his ground
when the regiment retreated. The cap
tain shouted to him to bring back the
colors, but the ensign replied : “Bring
the men" up to the colors.”” Now, to go
down to the back seats with your Bible

inyour hand is too much like becoming s | Ty

the people of Maryaville
was packed with people inside and out
side (if & house can be packed outside)

p- m. on Sunday afternoon, who had
come to attend the dedicatory scrvices
On the platform were the Rets. B. N

The Nouse

Nobles, Dr. Day, I. . Knight, and W
J. Stewart. The sermyon was by the
writer | text—Eph 1022 | prayer b

Day. The other services were con-

partner of the evil you wish remedied. | ducted by Bros. Noble and Kunight. The

“Bring the men up to the colars.”

But at this' present, when the young
digciples of Christ are 80 nobly coming
to thé front, would they not do honor to
their Saviour by making it a bye-law of
each society that, the front seats in the
prayer meeting shall be filled first. It
is not pride nor conceit to take the front
seat in the prayer meeting, it is only
loyalty to Christ ora holy boldness, such
as ‘characterized Peter and Jobn when
before the council. Pride and odnceit,
if there be any, sit to-day on_ the back
seats at the prayer meeting, and on the
front seats at the show, the concert, and
thelecture. I bave not said all I could
on’ this subject, but will pause to hear
from others—pastors, laymen, or those
who occupy back seats. It may be they
have reasons for so doing, of which we
have never “heard.
great variety.

A Pastor
o

Dedication.

Itis alwaysan event of interest and
importance to a community when a
house of worship is opened and dedica-
ted to the service of God—one more
centre for the radiation of light and dis
semination of truth. It wasthe writer's
privilege to be present and participate
this kind on Sunday,
August 14, when the Baptist houise

in scrvices of

| 1abors of

| commodions and
make |

| the Gospel aeccording to the faiih and

{ continue coming

commodite the

| attend the services.

worship was opened in Maryaville, N
sful
Pastor Nobles & comfortahle,
handsome edifice now
stands practically free of debt in the
flonrishing town of Marysville, where

B. Through the earncat and suc

polity of Baptists will be promulgated
A little more than s year sago Bro
Nobles held his first service in tbis
village. The péople came out in large

numbers to hear him, and urged him'to
In a short time the
was too small to ac
peoplé who wished
Bro. Nobles looked
carefully and prayerfully into the
ter, and concluded to “arise and build.”
Hé discovered that in the village there
were in the neighborlicod of~two thow

little rented hall

mat-

sand people, and chiurch accommodation
for 1¢ss than one thousand. The
people who were not attending
divine service any where, and he felt that
the Lord had opened the way for him to
make pravision for some of these who
were not. living in the enjoyment of
Gospel privileges. The next guestion
which eonfronted Pastor Nobles was,
where would the money come  from to
build such & place? He first
very generous subscription himself, and
thus, in & practical manner, showed .his
own confidence and interest in the
movement. Having done thig, he then
called on Bro. A. F. Randolph, of
Eredericton, who is always so ready to
assiat every good work, and told him his
plan. Said Mr. Randolph, “Your plan
is good and I will cheerfully give {‘nll
two hundred dollars.”” Bro. Nobles them
drove to the house of Bro. Asa Dow, and
told him what he was desirous ‘of
doing. Bro. Dow gave him five
hundred dollars. These gifts gave the
movement a grand start, and every per-
son who was interviewed in the matter
cheerfully responded. When the build
4ng was completed and furnished the
cost was about two thousand dollsrs. Of
this amount there remains a debt of
about two hundred dollars. About one
week before l?‘u dedication a Miss M
Gee called on Bro. Nobles and told him
that her grandfather (Rav. John McGee)
was the first Baptist minister to preach
the gospel on the Nashwaak, and she
would like to make a contribution to the
charch. When her letter was opened it
contained one hundred dollars, which,
by the donor's réquest, was used in the
purchase of an organ fcr the new church.
After Pastor Nobles had secured sufli
cient contributions to enable him to he-
gin operations, he began to lcok about
for a site for the new house. He went
to Mr. Gibson, who owns all the land in
Marysville, and told him what he want-
ed. Mr. Gibson said, “Yes; he would
give him a - piece of land for thatpur
pose.”” . The site proposed by Mr. Gib
son was not considered suitable for the
house, and for sometime Bro. Nobles
was tronbled. He felt that God had led
him in this movement so far, and bad
put it into the hearts of the people to
subscribe largely, and now it seemed
likely to be defeated for the want of a
proper site; but it was not long until
the difficulty disappeared. A number
of years ago a man had bought a pretty
knoll in the heart of the village, expect-
ing some ﬂl;_hl.o erect thereon & dwell-
ing house. is was just the spoi for a
e e ifal for situatl Beo.
Nobles' interiiewed the owner of this
delightful spot and succeeded in p&p—_
ng it for his new house. -Thus the
last culty vanished, and the little

were
many

made a

Mount Zion will, we trust, prove to be a
Jjay to the whole earth, and especially to

We have heard a |

music, instrumental and voeal, under
Bro. M. 5. Hall's leadership, was jnspir-
ng. ‘The people were deeply interested
in the exercises throughout and showed
their appreciation by a collection of
some seventy dollams toward the debt.
Inthe evening Rev! Dr. Day preached
an admirable sermon to a full house,
and this closed a day of grest interest to
the people of Maryavillesnd to the Bay
tist cause in genera! Bro. Nobles is
entrenched in the affections of his peo
pie, and is'doing a geand wotk for the

Muste r in-the community where he re
sides W. I Stewart
.-
HOTTO You THR YRAR
Ax the Fa sert Me,
. —— -
PRAYER TOPIC POR SirTEN IR
iy ts I cxpectal
Mass Meeting
At 230 Saturday aflternoon a large

number of delegates and friends gather
ed for the platform meeting, which was
Marked interest
it the session.

a grand gathering

was maintained throug

The meeting opened by singing “Joy to
the world the Lon! has come ' ; serip-’
ture reading—Psalms 2 I Romans
10 -y Mis. Crandall; prayer Miss
Emma Hume

Mre. J. W. Mannviog, prosident of the
inion; in. an opening addrges spoke of
this centennial year of missions as

» depesitory into which the past is pour-
ing ita treasure, and urged strongly the
duty of enlargement; incressed benev
circulation of missionary litera
1 enthosiasm, dwelling with
s upon the duty of faith in
Go | and reliance upen the Holy Spirit

Mrs. Sanford, recently returned from
Bimlipatam

esrnesty

India, expressed ber great

ure in meeting the sisters at home.
and contrasted feelingly the civil and re-
ligiots privileges of* oiir Christian lands
with the condition of life in the far east

M. Buorditte, of the
tist  Missior
from work, spoke. on

American Bap.
recently. returned
men's Work
in that land, giving a vivid

also

for Women
deseription of Indian house- life.
Farewell addresses by - Mise Wright
Mrs. Architsld, whe it b
return to Tndia, were listened to with the

and are al

déepest intervat.  These women go fort

again, notwithstanding the shadows of
missionary work

la well chosen words the
spoke a few wor's farewell to our

issicnarics, w

are t e us

lady 1
in a few daye them  of
bond of unity a
between us, and
be followed by our prayers. M. Mar-
tell offered mmitting them to
the loving care of our Father in heaven

The claims of the North-west were
presented with earncatness and power
by Mr. Grant, of Manitoba. The vast-
ness of the field and the varied nation
alities of the rapidly increasing popula
tion render the spiritual needs of the
territory difficult to meet

A letter was read

Higgips, of Chicacol

sssuring the

I sympathy
that

existing

they would ever

prayer, ¢

Me. W\
by Miss Chipman

from

by reqnest

Thia mecting svd singing “God
be with till we meet again” and
prayer by Mrs. J. F, Kempton.’

The delegates ' nion remained
to dispose of some items of unfnished
business tes of thanks to the sisteas,

at Bridgetown for their most generove
{ the delegates of the W
stees of . the
where all’ our
meetings eld except- the fite
Executive Board The corres
ponding secretary was also requested to
Morse
sympathy the
which has befallen them, and pray tha
the tender Shepherd who has folded tiredr
little one in His own arms may Himself
comfort their hearts.

Before separating séveral gave pxpres
sion to the inspimtion received by at
tending the Convention. After spending
a short season in a heart-to-heart talk,
all feeling that in very deed the Holy
Spirit had pervaded each session, and
the, preciods memories shall be a con-
tinual aid, the meeting closed.

The following resolution was adopted
at the meeting of Friday afternoon
“Whereas our Foreign Mission: Board
has not yet sanctioned the school at
Vizianagram ; therefore resolved, that
:uwﬂu Miss Gray the union think it

Id not be advisable for them to sp-
sz])dm- money for the school until the
sion of the F. M. Board is made."

entertainment
B. M. 1
Meth.

the pastor and tr

«list meeting housey
were

meeting

convey sto Bro. and Sister our

with them in sorrow

&
i E

Eryopap——
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