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upon human theories a8 to the method
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His like cannot be found
He stands alone the marvel
of the ages, and our tiny faith presumes
that another great soul like his will
never ugmn be enshrined in a mortal

the advocates of verbal
that if verbal inspiration
goes the Bible must go with it,
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lectures to my stadents, His text, was John 13: 7
“Jesus answered and said unto
what I doest thou knowest not now, but
thou shalt know hereafter.”
of that sermon in its published form was
“The Unknown Ways of Love.” lun
now see him leaning on the pulpit
with the marks of suffering in
and tones of lympnhy qmvmng tn
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| ing this. one more question : When in-
| spiration is gone whit remsins ?

“ INSPIRATION GONE, THE' BOOK REMAINS,

| Onething is certain, the Book remgins.
| The Biblo is here, and it looks as though
| it was here to stay.  As a book, as a lit
luu\ production, it has qualities which

When Innplrnuon is Gone, What 7 | wij|"insurc n permanent interest in it

whatever may be ourtheory of its origin,
| Almost every book: has some value, ~ In
| our large libraries there are books old
| and new  that are seldom read But
1 | there is perhaps searcely one book in any
1 | sueh collection that is not of interest to
xly or that will not at sometime
I for. Don’t throw away the
You may want to refer to it
sometinig Keop it for its librazy
worth hat it has high literary value
1 will concede

WISTORY REMAIN
Anoth thing is worth keeping in
mind, even by Liim who has rejected all
piration. The Bible is a book
Its historical valae will not
estioned everrby the more radical
ivtorical critics. They may change
some of the books. They
may drop out some portions that we
should like to preserve, but their judg
ment of the Book as & whole will sus
icity aud its relinbility
{ #s u historical document. What a field
of history we then have here! It is the

| most ancient of all suthentic records.
Its history of one particular people is an
of the history of all peoples ; it

tory moreover of a [nﬂllvln

tiin its authe
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and is giving to historic studies a prom-
nence nuLl-w\\u in other times. As a
historical documaeigt the Bible has claims
on him who has TosT Taith in its inspira-
tion. On this ground it is worthy of
being preserved, and it would be a very
unscholarly -act, to say the least, to
quite ignore it or to relegate it to the
lmbus of wornout and obsolete litera
tur

THE PERSONAL CHER
But with the bistorical charscter of
the Bible acknowledged and established,
it will at once appear that its record of
Tacts is decidedly unique. Leaving ont
the larger part of the book for the pres-
ent, let us look at.this four-fold life’ of
Christ, recorded for us by Matthew,
k, L wnd John.  Is this authen

T REMAINS.

to: Do these men speak that
which they do know or testify that
which they have seen? Are these
records of such a character that w n
upon them as %tating bhistorical
wots? 1t will be generally conceded to-
day that they are., But is this not an ex-
traordinary seriesof facts ?” Let us look
at this hero of the Gospel narrative.
We have, lirst of all, a supernatural
birth, We have an irreproachablé and
an unapproachable character. We have
the record of works which are inexpli-
cable from a human point of view. We
have principles enunciated, of an
cthical find religious nature,; which an-
ticipated the progress of the intervening

and réligionist of to-
ord of a death which with its accom-
panying circumstances is
tion of the supernatural. We have a

miracles, and which is as fully attested
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these things
tory. Their re

m\l-ml\ as facts is in no
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We need not urge any fur-
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8 of unquestionable history they
that any one needs to claim
a8 to the supe: srnatural character of - the
Christianr religion.

OTHER THINGS REMAIN,
Other similar facts could casily be
added. re is, precedin,
mentioned, a line of propheci

& whose

fulfi

natural character. There are the won-
derful manifestations of the day of Pen
tecost. There is the conversion of Saul

any theory of inspiration, must main
tain its hold on all candid minds and
must retain the authority which its in
trinsic merit demands. He whoZspeaks
truth always speaks with authority, and

peculiarly their own
Then let those disturbed souls whose

Bibles, be ealmed, be restrained.  Their
theory was only an  assumption-—per
haps, & prosumption.  But the Bible re
mains _intaot
this record is not so much a revelation

broader perspective of its historieal char
acter and interpreiation, it is beeoming
every day a more roal and & more com
plete revedation of God. 1t has also ac
quired & new human interest, and now
more strongly than ever, will it com
o Intelligent stuc
son of man who obtains a rational under
standing of its contents.—Standard

| Bince writing the above my @
has fallen on these beautiful and ex
pressive lines, which 8o accord with my
own focling that I sub-join them here.
The lines are by John Campbell Shairp
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ment is evident of their super-

arsus. There is the church itself as
ctor in this great world’s history,
waiting to be accounted for. But there
is 1o need to multiply examples. This
much we must admit, that the fact of a
supernatural revelation, independent of

the special truths of the Biblical record
have an interest and a force whick is

pet theories of inspiration are vanishing
and who are about to say adien to their
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GOLDEN TEXT
“I win- with thee, saith the
deliver thee."—Jer. 1: 19,

EXVLANATORY

1. Tue Secoxp Carmivity (i

The first captivity, when the
foretold by minh began, t
in ¢, 606-605, in the fourt
Jehoiakim, just before our la
It was at this time that Danie
friends were carried to Baby)
1::1-6), Toward the close ¢
kim nnu%n 80 full of iniquity
lion, huchadnezzak agai
Jerusalem, and bound King Ji
in fetters to carry him to B
Chron. 36%6) ; but he scems
died in Jerusalem before the
carried out (2 Kings 24: 6; Je
19). His son Juhoiw-hin‘(h-ﬂ
tempted to be king, but he h
troubled reign of three monthes.
but 18 years old and wasas t
father.. He seems to have imr
rebelled against Nebuchadnez
had retired a short distance ; by
back his army to Jomulem a
them to give him as tribute
amount of treasures from the p
the temple, which he sent to
with 10,000 of the more imports
people (2 Kings 24: 9-15). Am
were King Jehoiachin, who lay
in ]u'h«!l) at Babylon, and ther
paved (2 Kings 25 : '. ); th

kiel (Ezek. 1: and
grandfather of \[nrdnm Queen
cousin (Ksther 2 : 5, 6)

1. Tue THigD SIEGE lasted

and a half, beginning in the n
of Zedekiah. After nine yea
chadnezzar had returned with |
mination to reduce the city
caused him so much trouble b;
ance with Egyyt

THE REsPIT 11
Ilu nu;:u Pharach anhm t]
of Herodotus) came up wit
from Egypt to attack Nebucha
army. It seemed a good opj
to strike a blow at his great ene
Babylon.

11. The army of the Chaldea
was at that time the general
the people of Babylonia. Wa
up from Jerusalem, They broki
camp around the city, and ma
meet the Egyptian army w
could more mh'm\mgmual)‘ «
with them. For fear of Pharac
Not thie fear of a pani¢, but fo
in their present situation they
at a disadvantage (see ver. 5).

HOLLOW-HEARTED REPENTA
utter worthlessness of the re
which led the nobles to free th
in the hour of danger is show
fact that as soon as the dange
to be removed, they immedia
pelled their slaves to return
service (34: 11-22). For this
declared from God that noth
save them from captivity; |
would set free the sword and |
and famine to destroy them; 1
if the whole army of tite Chald
destroyed, and only wounded
yet these men, “thrust throv
arrows and spears, would rig
burn the city (ver. 8). There
power could prevent the catast
less they repented.

n 2]

While the besieging army was
the road was clear. Jeremiah
out of Jerusalem to go into the
Benjamin. His home was at
in Benjamin, four miles nort
city. To separate himself.
Ver. is, to receive his portion
most later commentators. It
parently to secure his share of
and produce of the Levitical
the village, due to him as
priests, the distribution beiny
would ‘seem, in public, at staf
Knowing that the Chaldeans
turn, it.was imperative that 1
obtain the means of subsisten
back into the ru) 80 800D
leaguered afresh.”  Others thi
to secure himself in the posses
inhieritance. In the midst of '
i. e. nccompanied by others, lik
hiad a right to share in the p
the priests’ lands at  Anathot
thither to see whether any o
remained which might be avs
their common use.

V. Tue ProPHET ARREST
AND PUT IN PRIFON.
rate of Benjamin. In the »
and not in the direction of the ¢
Captain of the ward, or guard.
lovd of the watch. Irijah. Th
of the eaptain with his ancest
that he was one of the prine
fallest away to the Chaldeans.
trying to desert to the enemy
was that he had advised the
give up and yield to_the Ch
the only way of safety (21 9)
repeats the same adviceto the
17, 18 It was his well-kne

ion

14, Then said Jeremiah
fali not away to the Chaldeans
i open and square denial

15. The princes. Not those |
him, in our last lésdon, 15 ye
(for they must, munynfllmm
numnd away captive with Je
but thenew princes or nobles
gained great influence in t}
ment, 80 as even to maka the )
of them. Were wroth with
He had compared them to
(Jer. 44). He was the stro
most resolute opponent of |
{mll(\ But for him they w
iad all their own way., In pr
house of Jonathan the scribe. ‘1
residence of one of_the sect
llah- They ’hnd made that

6.
dim The
or pgte.‘m.{ud into the mb‘u.
od cells, like dlu!m-

which
mlo lt b’m’ " "ll
damp,

ulugnﬁlml:.




