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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

8abbath School.
BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRNT . Am
(Condensed from Peloubet's Select Notes.)

Lesson ITI. Jan 17. Isa. 28: 113
OVERCOME WITH WINE.
ANCE

QUARTERLY TEM LESSON.

GOLDE EXT.
“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is
ing: and whosoever lis deceived
thereby is not wise." 2: 1

EXPLANATORY.
I. THE OVERFLOWING SCOURGE. Ix-
TEMPERANCE.—Vers. 1-4.
THE HISTORICAL SITUATION. Shalman-

ezer IV, hml ust succeeded Tiglath-

ilezer (B. C lI 27) as king of Assyria.
gm seemed & fnmmhlc moment for
Hoshea, the king of Israel, who had
been paying tribute to Assyria, to break

away from his subjection, and, en-
couraged by Egypt, the Fn-ut promiser,
he refused the tnhuto (2 Kings 17 : 4).

The court and leaders at the capital
“gnve themselves up more and more to
self-indulgence and Iuxury, lay upon
heds of ivory, drank wine from bowls,
fensted to the sound of the viol, and
even  invented fresh instruments of
music (Amos 6: 4, 5). At the same
time they persisted in regarding them
wefsen as secure” (Amos 6: 18). But
Isainh saw the gathering storm in the
north-east. The Assyrian empire was
atill “maintained by a standing army of
veteran soldiers, -commanded by abli
generals,” and soon their legions would
swoep like'n hurricane over Tsrael, beat
upon Samaria, and Judah eould not
wholly escape its fury. Isaiah therefore
raised his voies

1. Woe. Notn wish orn prayer for
woe, but a waming that woe was con
ing. To the crown of pride : the eapital
w0 called because it erowned the hill, or
becanse its battlemented walls resem

bled a crown, T (better of) the drunk
arks of  Ephraim : put for the wholt
kingdom, because Ephraim was the
leading tribe. Whase plorious beauty

The “glorious beauty ™ of Bamaria wa
beauty of magnificent: luxury

fading flower, Tt was a kind of bea
that was liable to fade It hind nothi

of the riches that endure, and wh
power of man can take away. It w
sooh to wither before the “Sirocco of
Assyrinn invasion Which are (rather
i) on the head (or decks the head
the fat valleys. Samoaria was built .
Jill of an oval form, which rose up
the midst of a fertile valley shut in |
monntaing

Behold the Lord hath. He used the
Assyrinns as n rod wherewith to punist
these wicked people. Hamd they hee
god, He conld have saved them, for the
Lond  wielded the rod L strong one

the Assy rian power {
1 destroying

tewipest of h
flood

storm a

wighty waters : deseribe in vivid specch
the irresistible violence, the devastating
force with which the Assyrians werg
about to overwhelm them

5. The crown of pride (of),.the drunk
wriis. Their oapital, their riches, all
they most rejoiced in ‘would ;be trodden

under feet. Samarin becanw

a heap of

V. As the hasty fruit. Rev. Ver, the
first ripe fig before the summer, hefore
the usual for figs. “The usual
time  for ing figs i& not  before

August. The enrly fig gathered in Junc

ixn rarity and a delicac Henee it is
eagerly seized and quickly eaten. Such
w delicacy, so engerly desired, would

Sanmiaria be to the Assyrians.

e arrnicatios of this historical
fact, and prophetio vision, to Intemper
is plain. The overflowing scou
Inlufnm( of hail ~the destroying storm
are bhut faint symbols of the curse.

11, Tue CrowS oF GLORY AND Dia
pey oF BeAUTY. TEMPERANCE. 5. In
that day. The day when the drunkards
of Ephriiim perished hecause they would
not take warning and repent, Shall the
Lovd of hosts be for « crown of glory. He
will sustain, defend, and bless, beyond
the power of the heart to conceive, those
who obey Him. He will be a crown of
glory and a diadem of beauty, hoth
spiritually and outwardly.

6. Fora spirit of judgment : of discern
ing the right, and governing with justice
and equity. There is nothing lik
supreme love of God, and trust_in God,
for clearing the mind and guiding the
judgment. For strength to them that lnrn
the battle to (Rev. Ver. at) the gate.
These words are applied by all the later
writers to those \\fu. drive the war back
to the enemy’s own gates, or a8 it weri

carry it into his own country. The two
great requisites of eivil government aw
here deseribed as coming from Jehovah
The Spirit of this verse is not a mer
influence, but God Himself.

APPLICATION TO TEMPERANCE. (
would pursuade men to a life of tem
perance by showing not only the evils
of intemperance, but-the heavenly bless-
ings of temperance. To those whoare
truly temperate, who bring every passion
and’ appetite “undér the control of con-
science and reason and the divine law
God will bring blessings beyond all that
those who yield to appetite can conceive.
Hix Spirit will guide the judgment, and
make the life a crown of glory and a
dindem of beauty. 8o it will be also to
the community, And He will give
strength to those who are fighting the
battle. of temperance.  Although the
enemy seem strong, and bold, mnt at our
very gates, yet their hordes shall he
driven back in defeat.

11, StRoxG DRINK CcAUsES - MEX TO
kpi. 7. But they also: even those in
Judih, who saw the destruction of the
neighboring kingdom, 8o even thosc in
temperance families and communitios
arc sometimes led astray.

Finst. They have erred through wine
They have erred from God’s  command-
ments, they have gone to forbidden
places, they hive wandered into sins
ull kinds, through the influence
u-xim(ing qulmm. Men will do things
under their influence that they would
never dream of doing when they are
themselves,

SECOND, The priest and the prophet
have erred. Strong drink biases and
leads astray ovm the religious teachers
of the land, highest, the best, are
not _safe wlwu they use inwxiutmg
liquors. llmﬂ yh“:mlb‘nd fallen in this way

HIRD. They are up o) mur.
They, become wholly lb-orb«r l£ their
appetite. Men throw away all “they,

ance

have, and all they fhope for, in this

world and in the next, mily, fortune,
happiness, life, heav everything,
to gratify their appetite for strong
drink.

Fourru. They err in via
not see things as they are

Firrn., They stumble judgment
They cannot judge anything correctly
Intoxicating liquors destroy the business
judgment, and the clear decisions of con
science.

SixTH. 8. No place clean. Intemper-
ance defiles both mind and body

IV. TuEy REFUSE WARNINGS. Many
regard these verses as spoken by those
reproved by Isaiah, “ the mocking reply
of drunkards over their cups.” In that
case they should be in inverted com-
mas. “Are we school children, that he
treats us with endless platitudes ?” “We
must conceive the abropt, intentionally
short, reiterated, and almost childish
words of verse 10 as spoken in mimicry,
with a mocking motion of the head, and
in & childish, stammering tone.” The
original runs thus: “Ki tsav Ia-teav,
tsay la-tsay, gav la-gav; qav la-qav;
2’eir sham g’eir sham.”

10. For precept must be :

V. Tue WAY oF SAFery. This is
Isaiah's reply, 11. For with stammering
lips : w8  beginner speaks n forcign lan-

They can

in

ther is.

guage. Rev. Ver.' Nay, but by men of
ntmu_qr lips. ‘That is, you think I speak
to you in childish, stammering tones,

but if you will not listen, the result will
be exile among a foreign people, who
will speak to you in their strange lan-

gua) Or it refers to the nearer time,
fifteen or twenty years later, when the
Assyrians were besieging Jerusalem

and spoke in their language {Isa. 36)

12, To whom He said, This ix rest, ete
To these very persoris God had pointed
out where they could find a life at rest

from fears, and full of refreshing, like a
spring min after a drought

The Word of the Lord line
apon line. God speaks slowly ; He re

peats His lessons by word and by deed
and if they will not repent, His warn
ings und His punishments press on the
till he Jfalls backward and is
snared und taken That they might go
as i punishment and also & diseipline

He makes them drink the deegs of the
bitter rder th hey may hate
.

What Saved Jack Aloott

KL HANNAN
I ek \ 1 1 { "
Lit Mre. Haywood, Iying on the
wieh in feont of the blaging wood flre
study ing her husband's bandsomo pr
file, hael just arrived at the highly satis
fuctory conchusion that her Will was tne
wking man she had cvee seen
words, however, the happy
s lior fuee died quickly away as
she nriswered
P'm afraid you are right, Wi And
then the silence fell again
Inck Aleott, the subject of that briet

wits 1 handsormne
less, hnppy -go-lueky  seapegrace endow

od with a deeply atfectionate nature
with nothing whereon to expend itself
Had the mother lived it might have
been different, for the sight of her dis

tress and suffering over hix reckless life
would have proved a restraint.  Poverty
also would have been a blessing, but de

prived of these two safeguands the young
fellow seemed bent on going blithely and
with no uncertain steps on toward that
gonl designated in popular ps

conversation thought

lance as

\ ke again.
omething, Dolly ¥ J
much too fine a fellow togo to wasie
that !
[ wish we
seldom now
dear

‘I know Jack better than you da,
Dolly, and speaking would not e of the
slightest use.  He would lend me an
so to speak, might even pull up for
awhile just to please me, but that's all it
would amount to. Things have to go
deeper than that with J Jack to make an
impression,

Well, T think

ungrateful fellow

k's
like

could, but he comes so

Can’t you speak to him

harvd-hearted,
exclaimed Mrs.

he's a

Haywood, wrathfully, at the sight of
her husband’s anxious face When he
knows how much you care for him and

It's
might

how his conduct mnst grieve you
a disgrace for such a man as he
he to be what he is.”

Of course it is,” answered her hus
band, “and I'm going to trust you to
think of some plan, Dolly, by which he
may become what Gad  intended -he
should be.  If he only had some
good woman like you'to love him the
would b hope. But what right
Jms any good woman to vénture on the
experiment of trusting herself to such a

sweet

some

man a8 he is now, for all he is =0 lov
alje? But I must go, dear. 'mi sorry
tolleave you feeling so miserable, hut 1
will be baek in two hours

Then he stooped and kissed her and

went away, and Dorothen lny looking at
the dancing flames, with a happy flush
on her sweet tace, thinking of
Jack Aleott

Not five minutes had passed when o
tap on the libeary door was followed by
the subject of her meditations, who en
tered smbling and handsome, She did
not repronch him with his long absence
but simply looked glad to see him and

poor

held out her hand with a word of warm
weleome

Will was obliged to go ont, s you
are doubly weleome shie said for
have such & wretched cold that I need

company
But ghe was not to have it after all
for at that moment a maid entered with
a note, st which on opening Dorothea
first laughed, then looked as though she
wanted to ery.
What is it?"

hs \vulwl it to Imu
Bobs techer,”

asked Jack, nnd - she
it said

Bobs awful fond uy you an’ no nwus
take an’ of yer ever wants ter him
agin yerd beter come rite off Bobs askin
fur yer an’ askin’ fur yer hes that ter-
rible sic I'm his brother San.

“0 Jm'k. what shall I do?” and there
was no doubt about the erying now.

What does it mean?” he asked

full of sympathy at her evident dis-
tress,

“Bob is in my class at the mission,
and though I have only had him a few

RO

Sundays, I have grown really fond of

him. I think I never saw quife such a
little heathen as he was, but he is very

lovable. He was not out last Sunday
and I intended to go amld see him, but
this cold has kept me in. * O, T wonder
if I might not go to-night
“Certainly not, It would be your death
in such air
But fancy the poor little fellow want
ing me! It breaks my heart to think

that he will he wondering why I do
not come. If Will would only come
home !

* Why, I will go and explain it gladly

if you will tell me where the little scamp
is to be found.”

“ He and his brother havea tiny room
at the top of a tenement house. 0, how
good you are!” and she seized, a bit of
paper and wrote off the address

“ First time I have ever been aecused
of that,” he said dryly, as he took the
{mp«-r and went off, promising to come
ack and report.

Jack Alcott experienced a rather pe-
culiar sensation as he climbed the fourth
flight of stairs in a tumble-down tene-
ment, knocked at a'certain door and, in
response to a rough, boyish voice, enter-
ed. Directly before him, on a miserable
xl{mlnp.\ for a bed Iay an evidently dying
child, who, with eyes bright with fever,
was looking beyond him as he crossed
the room to the still open door.

“Didn’t she come ?' {u-nnkwl pitifully,
when he found that Jack was

unaccom-

panied.
“She couldn’t, Bob, she was.sick her-
self,” and Jack Aleott felt a strange

lump rising in_his throat as he saw the
big tears rush into the blue eyes.

The other boy, presumably Sam, turn-
ed suddenly away, and muttered between

hix teeth: “He's been a-waitin’ and
a-waitin' and a-waitin’ for her.’

Poor little chap,” said Jack, mnnu;
himself on the miserable bed.  “8he

cried heeause she could not come to you
and has sent me to tell yon how sorry
she is

I wanted to see her awful! T wanted

to ask her somethin’ Then, after a
moment, looking up into Jack's face as
the young man took the dry, hotsMittle
hand between his cool gnes, he said
But I 'spect you could tell me. You're

like she is
dickens 1

am ! thought Jack

You're wot like me that has stole lots
m e of times an’ done-all sorts of
bail,”" he went on in a thin, feeble voies

But I was ateyin'—tell her I was o
tryin—but it was awful hand when ver,
hungry mostly an’ ain’t had nothin' all
In But I wished I'd stayod hungry
an' not stole

But what I want ter ask yver is do yer

we He in? SBhesaid He was

verthink He knows
be'd Jet me in
‘that shie told me about, where
10 pemon ain't never hungry any more,
.ml where lon’t want to steal, nor
nothin

Ray, do yer think He will? " and the
little hand clutehed Jack's with feverish

ot e
and do

v MAy
up there

ver

strength and the eves looked almost in
agony into his

yJack! Jack! What can yout say to
comfort this poor, penitent sinner?
Which of you two, think you, has the

of an
mansion

retter chance entrance into the
heavenly Which has made
the most of his many opportunities ¥

The clasp of the boy's hand tightens

and the eyves still question pitifully.
Answer he must

s, Bob, ver!” dhid Jack, almost
with sobs He will let you in, Hi
surely will if you ask Him !’

Then- I will; you're good like her,
an’ ver know fur dure.

hot

osed

hands were folded, the
and Jack Aleott, watel=
ing in the dim light of one poor candl
the move. The e W
opened aguin, and a radiant smile fairly
glorified the little f

The thin,
hlue eyes el

=W lips

I've asked Hig, an’ He's goin’ ter
let me in! He surely is!

*“Tell her,” he went on presently, the
voice growing faint and weak now, “tell
her that you wor werry good ter me,
and tell her I wor a-tryin’ like she tol’
me, an’ that I've asked Him an’ He's
goin’ ter let me in.’

A moment’s pause, then, “Yer'll

kinder look after Sam, won't yer

Yeg, Bob, I'll look after Sam, I pro-
mige vou I will,” and with great tears in
his handsome eyek, the first which had
come to bless them ginee he was a boy,
Jack Alcott leaned over and kissed the

white forchead he blue eye wened
onee more with a look of deep gratitude
as the lips murmured

Yer good, werry good, ter me ;" then

a deep drawn hreath
let in

Jack Aleott did not go back to report

to Dorothea that night; he sent this

and Bob had been

gone,  He

left you this
I her I wor a-tryin’ as she

toF me, an’ that I've asked Him an
He's goiy et me in, I shall sec to
crythin s0 do not worry

Jack

note, and, with her
of tears, passed it to her hus

v readd the

he laid it down
mir question for Jack is answer

had gone deep with Jack
ver present was that

little

pitiful voice You're good’;
you're not like me that's stole lots an’
lots of times an’ done all sorts of bad.”
Sitting in his dark room one night
vith Sam, who, worn out by his grief,
Witk on the sofn beside him,

wk tinally faced the great question of

Poor little Bob -with his baby sins !
ex! he had been “let in.” But
opportunities so basely misused,

hat hope was there for one like him-
Get thiee hehind him, Satan, with
vour evil temptation to limit the power

of Gad ! But down on your knees, Jack
Aleott, and there beg for merey

Listen Though your sing he as
seartet, they shall be as white as snow ;

though they.be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool.,” “For a little mo-
ment have 1 forsaken thee; but with
great mercies will T gather thee)” “In

little wrath I hid my face from thee
for a moment, but with everlasting kind-
ness will I have merc n theg ; saith
the Lond thy Redeemer.

Al you may well tremble, Satan, and
slink away, for he is on his knees and
your wretched reign in that soul is over
forever!

It began to be noised abroad soon
after the pitiful funeral that Jack
Alcott had thrown up his pretence of
business and wae working night and
day down in the slums among newsboys,

bootblacks and worse, and that » shadow
called Bam was ever beside him as his
right-hand man.-—Congregationalist.
.-
THE NEW YEAR,

Beneath the moonlight and the snow
Lies dead my latest year

The winter winds are wailing low
Its dirges in my ear.

I grieve not with the moaning wind
As if n loss befell ;

Before me, even as behind
God is, and all is well!

His light shines on me from above
His low voice speaks within ;

The patience of immortal love
Outwearying mortal sin

Not mindless of thie growing years

Of ecare and loss and pain,
My eyes are wet with thankful tears

For blessings which remain.

. — Whittier.
prsiici s oo DAL %
False Shame of Yo\m( Men.

Young men v\lm come from the coun-
try to the town, and who get on in the
world, are often ashamed of th
rents, of the rustic dress they one
and of the simple but honest and kindly
ways of their childhood.  And too often
when they assume- the fashionable
clothes and adopt the fashionable. ways
of their new friends, they leave behind
them the religion of their childhood, and
forget the piety which they leamed at &
mother’s knee.  They have outgrown
the priestly dress in which their mother
dedicated them to God, sind think her
religion old-fashioned  and  worn-out.
This is a falsé shame. Tt is a si
the dearest and most sacred
our nature.  So far from it | )
it is mean and dastardly. Deperd upon
it, the man who will have most of the
esteem of his fellow-creatures and of the
favor of heaven, will be he who keeps
unchanged all through life the mantle of
heavenly devotion with which his mo-
ther clothed him, ‘He who makes the
religion of his youth the habit of his life

his garment and way of acting all
through—will come to honar, and will
enjoy the proud blessing of consistency.
His life will W gracious verity, like
that of Samuel ; # will have one stead-
st purpose running through it all. The
outer life will be of “one piece with the
inner; one part will not reproach the
other ; and what he scems, that he ever
18.——Selecter

-
Was  troubled  with * contj
headache and loss of appetite, bt before
I had taken many doses of B. B. B

appetite and health returned,”
J. B. Trosrox, Betliesda, Ont.

nual

How is your son gotting on with
his study of Inw """ First rate, sir, he's
commenced nlluul_\ he tells me, to
prosecute his studies

Minard’s Liniment cures Dandruff,

A tailor was startled the other day
by the return of a bill which he had
sent to an_editor with a netice that the
“manuscript” was respectfully declined.
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You are Not Expected to Read This,

Becaus n advertisement,
will we make the following offer

Weo will send you one deen of nice-turned, square
base ASH BALUSTERS for §1.00; regular price,
$135. Cash to accompany order, and will be
funded if not satisfactory

Our new catalogu
any address
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