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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

8abbath 8chool,
BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER.

STUDIES IN ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.
(Condensed from Peloubet’s Select Notes.)

Lesson II. July 10. Acts 2:1-12,
THE DESCENT OF THE SPIRIT.
Eaass o

GOLDEN TEXT.
“When He, the Spirit of truth, is
come, He will guide you into all truth.”
—John 16:-13.
RXPLANATORY.

1. Tug ProMise FurriLLED-—THE HoLy
SPIRIT BESTOWED.—1. And when the day
of Penlecost. The second of the three
great Jewish feasts, the Passover bein;
the . first, and the third the feast o
Tabernacles, in which all the males
were required to go up to Jerusalem
(Deut. 16 ; 16). Penfecost is the Greek
name of the feast, derived from Pente<
costos, fiftieth ; because it was kept on
the fiftieth day after the Passover Sab-
bath. Among the Hebrews it was called
the Day of First Fruits (Num. 28: 26) ;
the Feast of Weeks, becauseseven w
later than the Passover (Ex. 84: 22;
Deut. 16: 10; Tobit 2 1); and the
Feast of Harvest (Ex. 28: 16); 4. e, of
Wheat Harvest (84 : 22).

WHY THIS TOOK PLACE ON THE Day
oF PENTECOST. is fe;en,
being in the summer, numbers
weregprmm in JeruMm at an
other season, from all parts of the world,
“From a census taken in the time of
Nero more than 2,700,000 were gathered
at the Passover, and still greater num-
bers came to Pentecost.” Thus the Ez)d
gift would most mil{ be carried k
1o all parts of the world.

Was fully come. Soon after dawn
some tire before nine o'elock, the third
hour (2: 15). They were all. The whole
120 mentioned above. With one accord
in one place. The best MSS. have they
were all together in one place, as Rev.
Ver. Doubtless in the up) room
where the apostles abode. ey were
moved by a common impulse. They
were “Many as the waves, but one as
thesea.” It w;- the Lordb :hd‘rﬂ; Li::hbg-l
inning of the keeping by the chu
fﬁ: day as the SA&‘;LI: i

2. And suddenly. Without any
previous indication, and unexpectedly
to the disciples. They were expecting
the fulfilment ot Christ's promise (chap.
1: 4, 8), but in what manner it would
be fulfilled they did not know. There
came a sound from heaven. Asa sen-
sible, outward expression of the great
spiritual reality, so that there could be
no mistake, no uncertainty. 4s ofa
rushing mighty wind. It is not said
that there was any wind, but only a
sound as of a wind. No “whirlw
shook the building.” The Spirit's pres-
ence seems to have been signified and
revealed by & sound that came with that
sresence into the house and filled it.

he audible sign filling the room an-

d the Power rep d by itas
doing thesame. The Greek word was
used in both senses, wind and spirit, lx
our Lord in His oconversation wi
Nicodemus (John:&: 82. ‘Tha!e'ry 'eux:l

bodies an analogous metaphor.

ThE Sv-nonogv THE WIND, See John
8: 8. The wind is & symbol of the
Holy Spirit. (1) It is invisible. (2) It
is powerful. (31 It is secret, hidden in
its action. (4) It is all-pervasive. The
air penetrates even the-hardest rocks.
(5) 1t is the means of life. -

It filled all the house. As if in token
of the wide range over which the new
spiritual power was to extend its work-
ing, even unto the whole church, which

is the house of God (1 Tim, 8: 15), and | BU

to the'uttermost parts of the earth, As &
token, too, that it filled ever, part and
faculty of the soul, which is the temple
of the Holy Ghost.

8. And there appeared ; i. e., to the
entire assembly. After the audible
sign immediately follows the visible.
Cloven tongues like as of fire. Observe,
not tongues of fire, but tongues of &
tiery, burning a, ce, though with-
out real heat. r e Rev. Ver. longues
parting asunder, margin, or parling
wmong them, or distributing themaelves.)
The idea is not that each tongue of fire
was divided or forked, but that the fiery
appesrance soon divided into separate
wngues of flame, one for each person in
the assembly, Plumptre likens it to s
shower of fiery m‘i“; And it sat
upon each of them. Te -pmn to
H“:ie been no discrimination ween
the apostles snd the others, nor between
the men and the women. The appear
ance was not & momentary flash; the
influence, which it symbolized, was to
be permanent. A lambent flame upon
the head was believed by the Rabbins
to be a tcken of Divine favor.

THE SympoL oF THE FLAME. Fire,
shining in light, is mysterious in na-
ture, ineffably bright and glorious, every-
where present, swilt-winged, undefiled,
and undefilable. Light is the source of
life, of beauty, of manifested reality, of
warmth, comiurt, and joy, of health, X
of power. It destroys all darknees ; it
unites in itself purity.and clearness.
Without it the world would be but a
mass of coldness and death. This sym-
bol of the Holy Bpirit répresented (1)
the light which should shine into each
mind, revealing the truth of God (John
14: 26; 16: 18). (2) The light which
the disciples should im to_the
world. Light cannot be hidden.
ceases to shine, it ceases to exist. (3)
The burning cnergy and zeal with thh;h

. | of Jewish residents in FEj

the Old Testament repeatedly makes
mention of the influence of the Holy
Bpirit upon the minds of the prophets
and others.” That which was peculiar
in this event is that (1) now for the first
time all were filled with the Holy Ghost,
not merely the apostles; and (2) the in-
fluence was nct occasional and transient,
but abiding: (8) But the chief difference
is the abundance and power with which
the Holy Spirit is now given, thus char-
acterizing the Gospel times as the dis-
pensation of the Bpirit. Formerly the
gift was like the dew, now it is .like the
rain ; formerly like the early dawnin,
light, now like the full splendor nng
power of the day ; formerly like the first
early fruits, now like an abundant har-
vest.

WHAT was THE Gi¥T oF ToONGUES?
The disciples began to spesk in various
languages. (1) Was this -penkinf in
various I a gift b on

B
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the diaciples for their use afterwards, or
was it & meresign, their utterance being
only as they were mouthpieces of the
Holy Spirit? The latter seems certainly
to have been the case, for (a) Peter
makes no allusion to the things said;
(b) there is no trace whatever of such a

wer (speaking in various I )
ing possessed or exercised by the
a] ostles; (c) there was no need of such
& power, for the Greek, or at most the
Greek and Latin, was the medium of
communication zi:mughoul the known

world ; (d) Paul, who spoke with tongues,

more all (1 Cor. 14 : 18), could not
understand the dialect of Lycaconia
(Acts 14 : 11). I believe, therefore, the
event in our text to have been &
sudden and powerful inspiration of the
Holy Bpirit, by which the disciples ut-
tered, not of their own minds, but ss
mouthpieces of the Spirit, the praises of
God in the various languages, hitherto,
and pm-ihlg at the time itself, unknown
to them. (2) How is this related to the
speaking wit ume afterwards spoken
of by Paul (1 Cor. 14)? I anawer
that they were one and the same thing.
5. And there were dwelling at Jerusae
lem. Both gumanenl residents and pil
grims who had come up to the feast are
probably included. Devoutmen. Truly
ous men, waiting for the appearing

of the promised Messiah. Owt of ever
nabion under heaven. Only a very small
%dm of the Jewish people lived in
estine during the times of our Lord
and His Apostles; by far the largest
number were natives of other lands,
dwelling in large colonies or in small

communities.

6. Now when this was nolsed abroad.
Literally, “This sound having taken
e.” The Greek word here for sound
never used for “ report” or “ rumor.”
Most modern interpreters regard it as
the sound made by the coming of the
Spirit. One and another would be
drawn in to hear; and they would soon
report it over the city, so that, in fact,
the ocourrence would be ‘noised abroad.’

ind | The mullitude came together. The house

may have been on one of the avenues to
the temple, thronged at this time by a
crowd of early worsbippers. And were
confounded. Either the individuals
were . perplexed, or, more probably, the
whole assembly were thrown into con-
fusion and excitement, discussing the

ing of the singular ph on,
Every man heard them (was hearing,

imperfect) 5 in his own languoge (or
. dhﬁ{). Tc:‘fnmnlng is, not that all

the disciples spoke all the dialects, but
that each one spoke in some one, so that
all were heard.

7. Are not all these Galileans? All
the eleven apostles were inhabitants of
Galilee, and by far the greéater part of
the disciples belonged to the same dis-
trict of country —meén most unlikely to
be acquainted with foreign idioms.

8. In our own tongue wherein we were
born. This remark excludes the possi-
bility of Luke's meaning that the ton
es were merely an ecstatic or impas-
sioned style of di iree.

9, 10, Parthians, Medes, Elamites. In
the Persian kingdom. It was among
these peoples that Shalmaneser, king of
Assyria, settled the captive ten tribes.
Maesopotamia. The country I{ing be-
tween the river Tigris and the river
Euphrates,. Here were captives from
Israel (2 Kings 17: 6), and the Jewish
captives were left by Nebuchadnezzar
(2 Kings 24). Judea. Judwa appears
in the catalogue of nations as the repre-
sentative of “Aramaic,” because Bt.
Luke delh;d w‘hwudl:xer;u k‘:“ the :ﬁn

spoken that the disciples
g:’mmp(:he Bpirit bl’d (xl.lm (h;ﬁ
docia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphykia.
These were all countries within Asia
Minor, By Asia in this verse, and
everywhere else in the Acts, is meant
the Roman province khown as procon-
sular Asia. Egypt. The vast numbers
pt had neces-
sitated the (ranslation of the Hebrew
Beriptures into a language they could
understand, The parts of Libya about
COyrene. Libyalay to the west of Egypt.
QOyrene was & large city of Libya, where
the Jews amounted to a fourth part of
the population. Strangers from Rome.
These were, no doubt, s Latin-speaking
people. Tacitus speaks of the great
pumber of Jews dwelling in Rome as
exciting the jealousy of the government.
Jows and proselyles. This reference di-
vides the various foreign hearers of the
disciplcs’ inspired w into two classes
—Jews by birth, and proselyte converts
from h m.

11. Creles. Inhabitants of Crete, now
called Candis, a large and well-known
island in the Mediterranean Sea. Arabi-
ans. numbers of Jews were settled

insula which

Sea and the

Persian Gulf. The wonderful works of
God. The diaciples praised God in thess

the disciples should be subdued.
The comfort, warmth, cheer, life, joy,
olessing, which the lioly Bpirit wou
im (5J The . restless power with
which the Spirit consumes errors, and
burbs up evil. It is a purifying, cleans-

1, wer.

?I?OTHI Errects oF THE OUTPOURING
or THE Spmur, 4. And they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost. - A study of
all the o8 in which this expression
is found 1 to the conclusion that

1: 67
lnd-lohnh&pdn(l.ukel:‘!b);u)d

or | #aparilla is more 1

thus offering to Him,
on this birthday of the new creation, the
homage of all nations, the hallel jaki of
the human race. It can ly be
doubted that the theme of the discipl:s
was the wondrousness of divine mercy
shown in the life, the death, and the
resurrection of the Messiah.

i L
~— Pallor, languidness, and the appear-
ance of ill-health being no longer
fashionable among ladies, Ayer's Sar-
ely resorted to asa
tonic-alterative, nervine, stomachic, and
builder-up of the system )|
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“Nicely: Txmk You.”
'Thgni ‘Who?” ;
“Why the inventor of
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when you

How the Balloons Ran Away with
Alan

_When his mothir tied on his bhat,
kies:d him good-bye; and told him not
to be gone long, A'un did not mean in
the léast to disvbey her. He only
meant to go a little way into the park,
but then he did net knuw he was going
to be run away with.

Just inside the park was a man with
& great number of balloons, red, green,
and blue, more than Alan had ever seen
before. He ran along by the man, wish-
ing with all his might that he had one,
and wondering if he could sail away up
1o the skics in it.

“1 wish I could " he said to himself.
“Oh, T wish ¥ could I”

The balloons bobbed merrily up and
down in the wind. A sudden gush car-
ried off the man’s hat, and in trying to
catch it the cotd fastened to theballoons
sli) from his hand.

“Oh, oh, ketcha my balloona!” he
criel; “somebody ketcha my balloona "

Alan caught the cord as it went past

| bim, and held it fast in his fat fingers.

He was such a little fellow, and the wind
blew so hard, that the balloons had no
trouble in dmgging him along with
them. Away he run, his toes scarcely
touching the ground. The cord cut
his fingers, but he held on, afraid to let

go.

The balloon-man forgot his hat, and
started after him, and the big policeman
near the gates joined in the chase; the
little boys stopped their play to Le}p
Away they all ran after Alan and the
balloons.

M don’t let me be

efficacious as the
cod liver oil

Give thambs. Thal it issuch & wonder.
ful flesh producer.

Give thambs, Thatit is the best remedy
for Comsumption, Sevofuila,
Bronchitis, Wasti Dis-
eares, Coughs and .

Be sure you get the genuine in Salmon
color wrapper; sold by all Druggists, at
goc, and §1.00. ;
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run nwb:’i with I” cried Alan. Up and
down bed the balloons, as though
lhr{' were langhing at him.

“Your mamma can't hear you,” they
seemed to say, “and we're going to carry
you off to the clouds, just as you

7 wished.”

And if it had not been for s big bush
near by, who knows what might have
happened ?  But into the bush tumbled
Alan, balloons and all. The blg ce-
man picked him up, brushed him off,
and carried him home in his arms.
You can be sure that he is quite satis-
fied to walk along the earth now, and
does not want to ride in a balloon.—
Lowise T. Brooks, in Our Liltle Ones.

o

A Comical Baby.

“If you want to see a funny sight,
p‘m. come out to the barn with me, Ar-
thur.”

“What is it, Uncle James 7"’

“I'll wait and see il you can telf me,
my boy.”

Arthur Merril had come to his uncle’s
farm in the late train the night before,
and bad just finished his breakfast. He
was & city boy, and a very close studen
and the doctors said he needed

ercise, than on his good Uncle James'
farm ?

“There, young man, did you ever see
such a comical baby as that is ?”

“A baby ! " exclaimed Arthur. “It is
& bird, uncle.”

“Yes, but what kind of a bird? You
ean't tell me, 8o I will tell you. Thisisa
erow h:{."

“I think he is & comical baby, surely,”
said Arthur, and the boy laughed heart-
ily te-sce the bird trying, with its un-
g and tottering gait, toget over

“He wean tight E

along like some of

the girls we bhave im our schocl I

never could see whas kind of philosophy

there was in wearing tight shoes, just to

Jojuat ke gl Hiaiom, e ikl fok

e girls. 0w, ttle fel-

low has no tail 10 speak-of, yet he is as
black and big as an old erow.”

Just then the baby crow ) cgan to cry
out, “Ma, ma, ma!”

“He wants his ma,” said Arthur, snd
in a moment the baby had found its
wings and flown off to the fence, where
nm James and Arthur watched his
efforts’ to keep his balance. Two or
three times be made a somersanit, but
finally he got into position, and began to
call “Ma, ma, ma!” ~

Boon a large, black crow, with flapping
winT, came and lighted on the fence
rail by his side, and the bnb( pot his
beak close to his mother’s, as i 10 kiss
her. Then they flew off together, she
stopping every few minutes,s0 lho‘nby
could rest.

“The little fellow strayed too far from
the nest this morning,” said Uncle

“Next time he will have more
‘As wise as & crow,’ is_anold
adage: The farmer has to invent all|
kinds of traps to keep the crows off the
They will pull out more corn
in & few hours than five men can
inaday. The old way was to put u
soare crows in the field. The last one
made was the worst looking old
bond I ever saw, and yot I saw a crow,
light right on the old hat, and while he
stood there as sentinel, a flock of crows
swooped down on the field. After that
I bought balls of twine, and put stri
all over the fleld, but that did not worl
as well as the way [ have for fixing
them now. They hato the smell of tar,
the crows do, and now I shell my corn
and roll it in coal tar, and them slml it,
and there is not & hill touched. You
would laugh to see the wise old fellows
wdkln%on tip-toe over the field, smell-
a8 1

in; ey go nlontﬁ.“

‘I should think the tar would nyoﬂ the
corn so it would not sprout,” said
Arthur.

“It would seem 8o, but it does not. It
comes up just as well.”

“Look out there!” called out Uncle
James at that instant. “We're too late.
The old mother has got one of my brood
of chickens. I only cooped them yes-
terday. It is the fatted calf in honor of
the return-of that baby of hers, I sup-
pose. This is the first time I have lost,
a chicken this year. I'll have to put an
old red flag on the tree there, and the
wind will keep it blowing, and that may
keep them away. But I suppose the
crow er wanted her boy to have &

and “broilers” are very

igh this time of ‘'year, so she concluded
to help hewself. It is wonderful what
dumb creatures will do for their young ;

beautiful to see,

and when wgare in the meadow,

g md‘l’nnd » ground bird’s nest, I leave

the around it, and tell my men not
lodmbthehmo.ndhdn.mh
the good mother who tendeth her brood
80 carefully.’—Selecled.
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