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“Miracles of Proof, A. D. 30-100. |

weaken this proof of the divine.truth o

Christianity fromsmiracles, an objection

|

|

BY 1. DENOVAN l

PART 11 ‘

Some entertain a captious Hu”-'xm‘
which seems, at least indirectly vu‘
|

in which too many lukewarm professors

of Christianity unite with openly avow
ed unbelievers. “If snch miracles,” say |
they necessary to establish Chris- |
tianity at the out Are such mir

acles not now continued to maintain it
How is it W ¢ cted that in this |
day and country, both so far removed |
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good reason why miracles
nay, to me there seems to be
wiry they should have been
discontinued —a nécessity based upon &
peculiar weakness of the human consti-
tution.. We all know how soon a thing
of every-day occurrence leses its power
to arrest popular attention—to_interest
the hind of average humanity. H'n'
spinning jenny, the steamboat, the rail-
way cngine, the electric telegraph, and,
[ suppose, all other prominent scientilic
inventions have aroused popular atten
tion and gaping amazement only for a
very limited period ; but; in a few short
1 er theif discovery, who evér
such wonder ul things?
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1 accustomed to
see requent miracles wrought in
ction with the weekly preaching of
Gospel, what importance would you
osuch displays of superhu
What  spiritual  effect
have upon your nature
none whatever. The
the Lord Jesus had fed five
sand men beside women and chig-
S00to 10,000 people) with five

¥ two fishes, some men dared to

v to Him, Show us a sign from heaven
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vicious and guilty son dovs not
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18 the criminal dislikes the law—as
the wi s8 or the unbroken hullock re

winet the yoke and the harness, |
» do natural men and women
ink from, dislike, avoid this gospel
[ selsacritice and holiness
You say you want miracles to con- |
Vince you. So said Thomas even alter
he bad seen more than a hundred gigns
1d wonders wrought by the Lord” Al- |
though the great Miracle-Worker had |
pesitively promised to rige feom the |
dead on'the third day, he declared he
would not believe Christ had kept His

solemn promise except he saw and

8 ag

business i8 to study these inspired. rec

fully and pray
Pardon | certain their true
ould not, | for npon this rests my everlasting all.

your congregation, may Iask if it would
be possible { to bave “unfermented
| wine” at the Lord's table ?

| eame out
3

handled one sign more. So said the
scribes and Pharisees, “Tell us by what
authority Thou doest these things, and
who gave Thee this suthority” o cleanse
the temple. Was not the mighty act
itsell by which He had swept out sheep
and oxen, dove-sellers and money-chan-
gers evidence sufficient of authority ?
“Shew us a sign from heaven,” demand
ed they, “‘that we may scc and believe
although fifty people in the multitude
around were standing monuments of
His miraculous grace and power.

This demand for more miracles—for
the perpetuationf miracles, isa morbid
craving for excitement, is plausible but
grievous self-deception, 1 assure you.
Ye who make this request reason exact-
ly as the rich man reasoned when he
found himself in penal torment, and
felt a desire to prevent his five brethren
from following his footsteps and aggra-
vating his misery with their reproaches
through all eternity. “I pray thee,
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A Plea for Unfermented Wine.

Dear Ed
ler I cut
and Sun.
it ma

litor Home,—The enclosed let-
om the Winnipeg Free Press
I send to you in hopes that
acceptable for the B8me De-
partment. 1 cannot see how they can
expect to rec reformed drunkards
into the church while they use ferment-
ed wine. The testimony of almost every
one who has overcome the temptation
is, “If T can only keep away from sight
and smell 1 feel safe,” but one taste
destroys the work of years.  REora.
Whitefigh, Jan., 1892,

ributed by the W. €. T

U. of Winnipeg.)

The following communication was
handed to a white ribboner by ' gentle-
man who was & member of the church
mentioned below, and who would guar-
antee the authenticity of the letter.
The local W.C.T. -U. Ty anxious
to' see fermented winé banished from

are v

the Lord's table in all the city ehurches,
and are entreating ministers and’ Chris-
tian workers of all
make the ¢

denomi
mmunion tabl
of Winnipe

ations to
the
letter

safe for

The

As a Christian member of

I shall spend no time in apology for

asking this, bat just give my reason and

ave it to you.  When you have read

this think what course Jesus wou k

ind ask “Lond, what would'st Thou have
m d

re | was six yeans old, my

bis “throat, ~leaving  my

ve children, three girls

and o younger than myself,
lest sistor took to drink when she
ute young,  Fourteen years ago I
mverte Fwelve years y
heard a sermaon on & Christians and Total

Abstinenee I signed the pledge with
two of my sisters, and we tried to per
suade the one piven to drink to give it
up. She was married and in a good
position.  Over and over again she

signed the pled,
Over and over a
undd fell
went into a home for the cure of
intemperate, und stayed one year. She
a changed ' woman —a sober
wife and mother, and things went on
very happily for a few months. Then
her husband hal & severe cold, but his
duty compelled him o go out, so,
fortify himsell against the cold, he took
a glass of hot whiskey. He was careful
not (o have it in her presence for fear it
should be a temptation. He drank it
and came to kiss her before starting. In
the kiss the fumcs of alcohol were trans-
mitted and all the old craving came
back. She went out soot after her hus-
band, and in lcss than an honr was a

and tried to keep it,
pin she was tempted

the

At last, of her own accond, she |

| quered not ¥

| religious impressions.
| hanging trom the cross, bas drawn to
to ! Himsell a mightier host than ever fol

drunken, mad woman. Poor _ thing!
She never tried “again ; she said it was
no use, no one knew the fearful struggle,
and that unless she could keep out of
sight or smell she never could be free.
For years we wrestled with God in
prayer for her,never doubting that He
would give the needed strength some
day. She could never keep sober, so
she left her husband and two children,
one a dreadful cripple through her
drink. She has had eight children ; six
of these have been victims to the curse.
Her husband allowed her enough to live
on while he lived, but he died two years
after she left him — a’° white-haired

broken man of forty-tive, We never
knew where she lived ; she used to come |
tous at home now and then ; we gave |
her clothes and tried in every way i
in her back, for she was a mere beg
gar. She said she would always kery
out of our way, but she would wiul
must have the drink. I need not follow |

object, and some of the church members
I never touch the wine and I hold my
breath while it passes, for I am afraid of
it. I know the grace of God is powerful

to keep, but Noah was righteous enough
to be saved, when all the world
was drowned, yet the grace of

God did not keep from drink and
its fearful results, and ever since that
time it has had its victims, even Yrom
the very church. I know my case is an
exception, but who would think as I sit
with the congregation on Sundays, that
I bear the scars of drink in its threefold /
curse of suicide, murderand theft. There
may be other brothers and sisters like
mine there. Oh, make the church, at
least, safe for them, lest they find a path
to hell from the Lord’s table. When I
come to that table it is to wrestle with
Jesus, who would not snap the bruise
reed. But it has been laid on my heart
to unite action with prayer, so I have
written this story to you, & most painful
task, but it may be one way of glorify-
ing God out of all this darkness

ﬁ'nu might preach a sermon as you
did about feeding the lambs, and if you
think fit to use any part of this terrible
true story, you may doso.. Tdon't want
to be known, 8o you will try not to let
enquiries be made, because we are’so
scorned, even by Christians, and there
may be some who would think I ought
not to come to God’s house. My sister
and I have my murdered sister's chil
dren to keep and we don’t want.them to
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4 fuce the number of the suffering and | if one went unto them from the dead " | my sister’s cid, after & rpeay
' thé revenues of the medical profession. | (if one of the sheeted dead should sud- | shook my faith to i e |
A o mal, | Na the natuaral effect every-day | denly appear to them and balf frighten | | don’t question God ' "
i thespecion therealter | fumiliarity - with  miraculous  power | them out of their wits) “ they will re- | too wise to err. b
bec s matural,  No mechahi AW I8 | would be asen th nce and | pent. . And he said unto him, If they | Now, sir, you would think 1 k
an this 1L v ity o ks and [oar ok Mees and th prophets, neither [ mon had got wh
oy rils Almighty will thry be persuaded though one rose | bt my only hrother, ags
i keep i Miracies ! Why, the comman provi- | from the dead curse. 1t was ho w
% " ence of every season of the year—of A truce—a long truce to this morbid tank identifyi
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irthquakes, AlloverJapan | ever the question, “Whiat | i ‘
junkes are so common that the | be saved? Is the gospe | fling w
built we-jointed to | message—God’s wornd o Chonl'mmnk \
s Lo the v tions and | affirmative answer o this one question " His t was
soil.  We ean become [ must settle the matter finally.  In the ' whion M
st The | face of this gospel, which hus come o un | #nd he is undergoing that now. 1 wed
may rock a baby’s | from deity, we have no right to agree as | to the prison begging tosee hin " s
C I day without dlarm- | to what mankind r be pleased to eall | refused.  There dn only one glesm )
who sits b the groan- | morality, or as to what opivions they | this dark clood, an 1 looked uy '
J o may koothe the | may entertain about the wisdom or ex- | iron bars wnd strong walle of his
veary vine iarmer. Cus- | pediency of God's methods of providen- | I thanked God that while they shut hin
keen odge of, curiosity | tial management in His scheme of sal- | in they shut the drink ont. T prav tha | s
wtonishment.  The | vation. It they are God's they all must | Jesus may break the chaing Irink |
o stewdy recurrence of any | be most moral, most expedient, most | while these prison chaing bind him |
ry t wild relegate | wise; they must be altogether holy and Dear Mr. Pattemson, I know you sy
itegory nagural | just, true and good. Doubts are sin; | brave in the cause of right, and T want
H rationalism must be dumb; simplest | you to think of the danger it would be
) v and thin we hear the jnfi- | faith is the solitary becoming attitude | tomy brother to come nnl;‘m. o your
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- 5 \ 11 only had my doubts re- | —reasonings and l\nn;;»mln('np.u\'_u' lu_mu” It is easy to get “unfermented
ol iy mind fully satisfied by | every thought to the obedience of Christ. | wine.” I know yoanr deacons might

know it, also my aged mother knows
nothing of it. . I know you will take this
to God in prayer, and oh, I do hope you
will hear Him agk you to>remove the
curse from the people and begin at His
sanctuary.

We that are strong ought -to béar the
infirmities of the weak, and not to please
ourselves, for even Christ pleased not
Himself.

[Copy  of  letter received by Rev
James Patterson, Presbyterian minister
Chelsen. |
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A Spiritual Republic

Two thousand years,ago Jesus Clirist
founded a spiritual republic. He cor
the material sword, b
the

by the sword

Word of God

He conquered not by

brute force, but by g "
science and intellé man. He cor

quercd not by cnslaving the bodies of
men, but by rescoing their souls from
the bondage of sin and 1t

them to the glorious hiber

God.  He

dren of cong

shedding of the blood of others, but b
the shedding of His own blood.  Th
spiritua) ‘empire which He established

exists unto this day, and it bas been
vontinually extepding its boundary t
it has covered the wk earth. It
held together, not by frowning fortifi
cations and standing armies, but by the
overwhelming influence of moral and
i Jesus  Christ,

lowed the standard of Ciwsar or Alexan-
der. “When I am lifted up from the
earth,” He said, “I will draw 1l things
to Myself. I will draw them by the
cords of love,” Other leaders have cap
tured cities; Jesus has captured the
citadel of the heart.—Cardinal Gibhona.

———
— Minard's Liniment for rheum'atism

pirit, whieh ix the |

Our Sunday Law.

The law of Nova Scotia at present
stands as follows :

Any person who shall be convicted
before a Justice of the Peace of shooting,
gambling or sporting; of {requenting
tippling houses, or of servile labor, works
ol necessity and mercy excepted,—on
the “Lord’s Day,” shall for every offence
forfeit not less than one nor more than
eight dollars, and in default of payment
shall be committed to jail, for a term ol
not less than twelve hours nor more
than four duys.—Ree. Stal., series, chap.
159,

n Act to amend Chapter 169 Revised
Statutes of Nova SBeotia, third series
entitled  “Of Otfences against R
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G. No particular form of summons or
conviction shall be necessary, but the
forms under chapter 103 of the Revised
Statutes, Sth series, may be followed

CHAPTER 3
I 19k day of May, o &, 1601 )

1. Chapter one bundred and fifty-nine
of the Revised Statutes of Nova Scotia,
third series, is hereby amended by add-
ing thereto the lollowing segtions

7. Any person who employs or hires,
or procures any other person to perform
servile labor (works of necessity and
mercy excepted) on Sunday, or who di-
rects, allows, permits, or procures any
one or more of his servants, workmen, or
employees to perform servile labor
(works of necessity and mercy excepted)
on Sunday, is guilty of performing ser-
vile labor on Sunday within the mean-
ing of thesecond section of this Act, and
shall for the first offence forfeit not less
than the sum of two dollars, nor more
than the sum of five dollars, and in de-
fault of payment shall be committed to
Jail for a term of not less than forty-eight
hours, and not more than five days; and
shall for a second or any subsequent
offence forleit not less than the sum of
ten dollars, nor more than the sum of
twenty dollars, and in default of pay-
ment shall be committed to jail for a
period_of not Jess than five days nor
more than twenty days.

8. Any body corporate which employs
or liires, or procurcs any person to per-
form servile labor (works ol necessity and
mercy excepted) on Sunday, or which
directs, permit; allows, or procures any
one or more of its servants, workmen or
employees  to perform  servile labor

works of necessity and mercy excepted)
Sunday, is guilty of- p
labor on Sunday with
the wecond section of this Act,
r-the first offence forfeit not
than the sum of twenty dollars ; s
or any subsequent
not less than the sum of
and not more than the
nrs

ol thy

lews
shall. for a

second
flence forfeit
twenty dollars
fifty dol
We trust

sum

nir readers’ will study this

rislation It ought to be understood
and enforced by those whose duty it is
t xecut r laws. This legislation
his been very carefully maturad by the

legisluture of Nova Scotine; and it ought

not to be neglected
‘.

Do Good Now

Dr. Johnson  wisely said: “He who
waits to do & great 1 of good at onee
will never do anything Life is made
upof li things. It is but once in an

o that ocoasign is offered for a g

deed.  True greatness consists in g
great inlittle things, How are railroads
built? By one shovelful of dict after
inother; one shovelful at a time. Thus,
drops made the ocean. Hence, we

| should be willing to do a little good at a

time, and never “wait to do a great deal
of good at one If we would do much
good in the world we must be willing to
do good in little- things, little acts one
after another; speaking & word here,
giving a tract there, and setting a good
ample at all times; we must do the
first good thing we can, and then the
next, and the next, and so keep on doing.
This is the way to accomplish anything.

Thus only sball we do all the good in
our power, edd.
i

~—Minard’s Liniment cures diphtheria.
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SUGAR REFINNG Co.

Limited), MONTREAL,

OFFER FORSALE ALL GRADES ‘0@
REFINED

Sugars i
Syrups

OF THE WELL-KNOWN BRAND OF

Certificate of Strength and Purity.
Df 10AL LABORATORY,
Medical Faculty, McGill University.
To the Canada Sugar Refining Company
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Special Announcement.

We are making arranggments for the best and
most reliablo and authorised edition of the life of
0. H. SPURGEON, and will' announce the price in
& week o %0

Any of Spurgron’s Works may be obtained (rom

BAPTIST

BOOK ROOM -

Halifax, N. S.
GEO. A. McDONALD,

18902.

Travellers

(

Our are now showing
complete lines of Samples of STAPLE
AND FANCY DRY GOODS for the

Spring Trade.

DANEL & Bom, Lii
NEW GOODS

Gentlemen’s Department,
27 King Street.

T EW Long Sc Silk Handkerchiofs, Made-up
| AN ¥earfs, Pougees, Braces, French Braces, Rug
| Sirape, Coutter Hags, Dressing  Gowas,  Oloves

Mering Shirts and Drawers
IN STOCK

t atyles ; and
The Swell

Manchester R & Alliow
THE OHIO

WOODEN-WARE FACTORY

Tn Btted with the wost perfect machinary for
the manufpciure of

Clothes-Pins, Hay Rakes, Washboards
Children's Waggons and Sleds.

Hox Hhooks, Barrel Hesd
Floor Boards, Mouldings,

trade 0n most ressonable ter
ORDERS ARE

GEO, O

Matched Sheathing,
wrnished for the

SOLICITED.
SBY, Proprietor.

OPPOSITE FRAILWAY SSTATION,

o . Yarmouth Co., N. 8.

- SHORT'S

13 H ”
Dyspepticure
ACTS LIKE MAGIC
IN ALLSTOMACH TROUBLES
PREFARED BY

CHARLES K. SHORT, Pharmaoist,

SAINT JOHN, N. B.

March 16.
b Sabbath School.
BIBLE LESSO!

FIRST QUARTER.
(Condensed from Peloubet’s Select N¢

Lesson XIII. March 27. Isa. 4
THE BL

SINGS OF THE G
GOLDEN TEXT.
“The glory of the Lord shal
vealed, and all flegshe shall sec
gether."—Isa. 40: 5.
EXPLANATORY.

This prophecy, whether spo
Isainh in his later yearsor by a
of the Exile, called by some the
Isaiah, belongs by prophetic vi
by actual utterance, to the last ;
the Exile, & few years only bel
return in 536,

L Tug Promisep TiME is AT
1. Comfort ye. In the Septuag
isa form of the same word that |
Iated “comforter” in Jobn. Brii
pathy, aid, strength, comfort.
spoken to the prophets, God’s
gers. Saith your God. The com
divine authority and power bel

2. Speak ye comfortably to (Che
Delitzsch both translate “spake
heart of’) Jeruaalem. “In a vol
distinct and penetrating,” “to t}
ligence, conscience and feelin
Hebrew word for heggt incluc
three. = Her warfare
“Warfare” standing for
ships.” The metaphor “very su
of (&m peculiar troubles of milit:
vice in ancient times”; “Hatl
man a warfare [hard service]
carth?”  Her iniquity (on sco
which they bad been sutlering)
doned. Or, “her guilt is accept
is a remarkable phras® which
besides only in Lev. 26: 41, 48, v
is used of Israel’s “accepting their
that is, fully and submissively ac
edging it. The “pardon” is Go
cious act consequent upon man
acquiescing in the truth respecti
sell. As the sufferings were on |
of “sins against God,” there- was
of ending them except by God's
ness when He saw that the tis
come when it was best for thes
forgiven, and have the penalty re
She hath veceived . . . double for
sins. In the sense of amply su
It was the ordinary rule, under |
that “for all manner of trespass’
ondemned by the judges shoul
double” (Ex 9 8o that the
ing is simply that she had suffe
|.|f1 penalty, and the hour of rele
come. Ewald and e Lrans
the ‘prophetic future as a promi

she shall receive double merc
blesaings But the other mea
better

IL Prerarina e Way or ta
The voice of him that crieth

e that ealleth The second »
lates to something to be done
hovah, It is,’therefore, natura
cribed -to & non-divine, thoug
supernatural, voice., The poeti
is much heightened by the n
In the wilderness. This belongs
follows, as in Rev. Ver. A great
ness or spamsely inhabited dist
between the exiles and their
Prepare ye the way of the Lor
figure here used is founded on a
ern custom of sending persons
pare the way for the march of an
through a wild and uncultivated
This. consisted of levelling hilla
valleys, putting. roads in order, a
ting everything in readiness.

UL The TRIUMPH 18 SURE.
the glory of the Lord shall be revec
this wonderful preparation, and t
it.

6. The voice said, Cry. Thesam
as before. And he (or one) said :
the prophet.» AU flesh is gras
greatest and strongest nations, th
were keeping the Jews in exi
seemed 80 resistless, even they w
as the grass. God had but to |
u{:(m them, and they would pass
like a flower in the wind. The ¢
still true of all those who gathe
sclves together against the pe
God. Thenation that stands in t
of the Gospel must fade away. T
of the world ia the proof.

8. But the word of our God sha
for ever. Especially the word of |
to the exiles that they should
and the same word to God's peoy
the kingdom of God shall tr
Against all assaults, against the 1
of friends, and the bitterness of e
it shall stapd. Every attack ba
it stronger. Every storm beatin
it, as upop a rocky island, has but
the depth and strength of its firn
dations.

ISSIONARY ILLUSTRATIONS.
Jews to-day are themselves a
proof that God’s Word is sure.

(2) We understand that our
Chaplain McCabe, has sent the
ing message to Colonel Ingersoll :
Colonel,—Ten years ago you my
following prediction : ‘Ten year
this time two theatres will be b
one church The time is up
Methodists are now building
churches every day--one ever
hours. Please venture 1
prediction for the year.” Eviden
Colonel is as far out of the way -
taire was when he set up a p
press at Fernay to demolish Chr
ty. That press is now used at ¢
to print Bibles!!

V. ProcramvixGg T™HE Goop T
9. O Zion, that bringest good
Cheyne translates as in onr o
version. Zion, having received ti
tidings, should proclaiin tifsfn frc
mountain-tops to all the land.
with the Rev. Ver., translate O th
tellest good tidings to Zion. Th
news is brought to the people
Angels, prophets, apostles, an
and proclaim it. Behold yous
Manilested in His acts of sal
bringing the exiles home, cominy
person of Jesus Christ to bring r
tion to man. In these, more tha
the revelations of nature, is tl
character and nature of God shoy

10. With strong hand.
mighty one, Rev. Ver. God's mi
shown in the deliverance of the
from the great nation who lielc
captive. It was shown still n
Jesus Christ, “the wisdom and pc
God.” ‘It ires more power
deem a soul to Create a
human problem is so great as '
turning wicked people to righteo




