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the supreme suthority in matters of re-
ligious beli¢t and practice, we go direct-
ly to tae Scriptores and ark only what
the Scriptures teach. ~ Oiher denomina-
tions of Christians err, as we think, in
izing other sources of doctrine in
addition to this one infallible standard.
The practice of the church or the de-
cisions of church councils are regarded
as binding also. Bat we care nothing
for the fathers ; we irust only the grand-
fathers—the apostles themselves. The
written word, what saith it? It is a
plain word, designed for common peo-
ple; the wayfariog man may read evin
while he rans; he does not need ccm-
mentaries or explanations in order to
understand its essential teacbings. It
is a great advantage that our best cam
paign docament is the Bible—the most
widely circulated book in the world ; in
fact, all we have o do, and all we desire
to do, is to get people to read and follow
the Bible. There is our rock and our
defense, and ‘ the rock stands “four-
square 'gaiost all the winds tbat blow.”
Scholarsbip examines that rock, but
orily reveals more and more clearly how
impreguable it is.
est these should seem unwarranted
assertions, I qadte some uiterances from
men of other faiths than our own, men
of the highest rank in exegesis and in
history, men who speak of what has been
to them the study of a lifetime. Dr
Philip Schaff, of the Union Theological
Seminary, in New York City, declares
“Respeqging the form of baptism, the
impartial historian is compelled by ex
egesis and history substantially to yield
the poipt to the Baptists.” ' The bap-
tism of Christ in the Jordan, and the
illnstrations of baptism used in the New
Testament, are all in favor of immersion,
rather than of sprinkling, as is freely sd
mitted by the best exegetes, Catholics
and Protestants, Eaglish and Grrman
Professor Gedrge I aher, of the Y de
Diviolty Behoo!, thus expresses himeolf
Baptism, It Is now generally ‘f"' od
lumnﬁ scholars, was admio

n monly

istered by immenion Toe intest snd |
most  brilllant Investigator  of

churoh history s Professor Harnae
Berlin.  He tolle us that )

doubtedly .lrnr meralon

oan be found that It signifies

in the Now Testamer
at anclent Christiag It
me onn doubt the fmpartiaiity -

Iate Deats Stanley,. Doan Stanley
{ immersion s “the primitive, apostol
oal, and till the thirteenth century the
universal, mode of baptiem whioh s still
in our own church (the chureh of 'Eog
land) as positively enjolned in theory
as it s upiversally neglocted in preo
tice. “The e from immersion
sprinkling,” he saye, “has set aside the
larger part of the spostolic language re
garding baptiem, and has altered the

very meaning of the word."” ’
Here is suggested the reason why
Baptists can never consent to any form
of administering the ordinance but that
which Christ enjoined. - Baptism, like
the Lord's Bupper, is & teaching ordin-
ance. It is a pictorial proclamsation and
declaration of the death, barial and re-
surrection of our Lord. Equally with
the preaching of Corist's atoning death
from tbe pulpit, it sets forth the great
sacrifice of Christ for oursalvation. The
first and most important thing taught
by baptism is, not the spiritual death
and resurrection of the believer with
Christ, but rather Christ’s own death for
our sins and resurrection for our justifi-
cation. And this meaning of the ordin-

I it
baptism again flooded the church with
godlessness, identified it with the world,
and infected it in "w with &
scepticism and formality from which it

has not- yet been Why is it,
on the other hand, that Baptists, with-
out any iron wheel of outward organi-
zation—a very rope of sand exposed at
every moment to the Waves —
have been lb{: to hold m{&th, h‘::
to hold together more y ti

any other body of believers in Chris-
tendom? I give both the fact and the
explanstion in the words of men who
are not Baptists, but whose utterances
carry weight everywhere. In a recent
letter which I received from Dr. William
G. T. Shedd, that stalwart Presbyterian
and eminent theologian says to me:
“Among the denominations we all look
to the Baptists for steady and firm ad-
berence t0 sound doctrine. You have
never had any inoternal doctrinal con

Hhkrf of the B k. called
Tomtons aod expaceion.” Is I ombe
ox »
ful whether m&:lody h(:l 10mm,
ever grew soO Ia) y. b
tists numbered not more than mm
one hundred of the nlation; in 1892
they number one twenty-one. At
the close of the Revolutionary War we
had only three churches west of the
Alleghanies ; now we have 21,560. Our
50,000 members have, in little more
than a century, become 3,269,000. While

the five millions of population
the country ‘l;:d in 1776 have increased
t 1 d

flicts, and from year Lo year you present
an undivided front in defense of the
Calvinistic faith. Haviog no judicatures,
and regarding the local church as the
unit, it is remarkable that you main
such & unity ty of belief.”
There is the fact, And Dr."J. L. With-
row, of Chicago, one of the ablest of
our Congregational brethren, gives
us the rtPhnaﬁa n He .says
our credit: “There is not & denomi-
nation of evangelical Christians that is
throughout as sound theologicslly as
the Baptist dénomination.. There fa not
ah evangelical denomination in Ameri-
oa to-day that is as true to the simple,
plain gospel of (iod ag it is revealed in
the Word, as is the Baptist denomine-
ton." I tbidk, therefore, that we must
fairly claim the advaniage of & dootrine
which binds the church and Obrist
dissclubly together

Thérdiy : Tt ks our Baptist adeastage
that we have always siood for the absolube
| separation-of ohwrch and slate, and Aabe

| mach i3 séoure IMa fraedom for

| Amerioa and_for the workl.  From: the

begloning we have maintained that the
e o 4

e Baptists
have incressed sixty-fold. Like our
beloved and h Methodist breth-

ren, we have sought to win the people,

and to preach the gospel to the poor.

ad an “ apostie to

the genteels,” bnth'a have had many
¢ o R H

every applicant.”

W. claim that our church govern-
ment resembles our civil government
in oulth the spirit of freedom.
Ritualisin prelacy benumb and en-
slave, and you cannot make men spirit-
ual without making them also free. The
late Dr. Dexter, one of the most emi-
nent Congregationalists of the country,
said that “to spiritualize and evangel-
ize R i or High O h
would be to Congregationalizeit.” - And
since Baptists are the most Congrega-

communions number than
ours. But iu the words of Edward
Johnson's “ Wonder-wo Providence

of Zion's Baviour,” written
{ur 1684, we, too, can say: “The Lord
ntends to achieve greater matters by
this little bandful than the world is
aware of.” The kingdom of truth
is sure to come—that is our confi-
dence and comfort. Bat then it
is €qnally sore that the kingdom is
near or far, just in proportion to the
faith and love and Aevotion of those to
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, will the{ Ap) th
Baptist polity. Now I do not believe
that America will ever be less d

tional of the Congregationalists, we may | whom this truth is itted to keep
say boldly that, just in ion as | and to s

hereditary an i hurches are Faithfal to Christ reqnires of us
spiritualizad prosch the | three thin, Education, Union and

Evangelization. 1 think of theso three
g

tic than it is to-day. R. never

resp y of the mind,
the affecti and the will ; and as tend-

go _backward, and the Republican
principle has come to stay. Instead of
contracting our bounds, we are more
likely to widen them, until British
America, Caba and South Americahave
the of the free waving over them.
The spirit of this Colambian year is the
spirit of pride in our government and of

itude for our i i 1 canngt

a
blessing has attended our work, We
stand next to the Methodists in point of
numbers in Amerios; but our ratio of
incresse during the last few decades
has been nearly two per cent, greater
than theirs.

We have multiplied marvellously, not
only at home bat abroad. This is the
centenary year of Baptist missions to
the h . Just a hundred years ago
William Oarey's seal and en led 1o
the establishment of the English Baptist
Misslounry Boolety., It is not eighty
yoars since our Amerfcan Baptist mis-
slunuﬁ work began, And gd in these
four ilths of & centary we. have reached
» polnt where we count 74 mission sta
Uone, 417 missloparies, 2030 native
pastons  and hﬂlr 1,460 misslon
ohurches, and 168 881 members —resalls
more than (wice as greal as any other
P ey

| ehuroh should be compl ¥
eut of the state.  Our docteine of oivil
and religlons liberly grows divectly out
of our dootrine of the direct relatlon of
ihe individual Ohelstian 10  Ohelel
Obrist 1s the only lawgiver, the only
Lond of the consolence. There oan be
0o rightful buman lordehlp over Gid's
horttage, Hinos each looal oburoh Is
directly subject 0 Obrdet, theore s w0
Jurtsdiotion of one church over another
but ali ate on an- equal foollng, and ali
are independent of interference or oom
by the civil power.  Absotute Uber
ty of consclence under Christ has always
been a distinguishing tenet of Baptista.
Agaln and again have D aptists sulfered
persecution, but they have never perse-
cuted. lo Bwitzerland, when th.&
following the example of Luther,

sside (rom the simple faith of the: New
Testament and for poli reasons sub-
Jjected the church to the state, the Ana-
nlgl.hu in 1527, issued the first pub-
lished Confession in which O

men claimed absol ligious freedom

bun{ oan show,
and you resulis -h{"':n.i’ oontribu
tone on our part amoan 0 not
more lhu: onethind 0 xm-di:'l what
other slngle st b

believe that, with the world’s progress
toward the abolition of monarchy and
the establishment of republican forms
of ?overnmam, we are ever to be seduo-
ed from our political creed by the gla-
mor of despotism.

Sizthly : It is our Baplist advantage
that we hold to a fresdom of individueal
interpretation and opinion, which makes
us capable of unlimited expansion with
the expansion of the land in whick we live,
Monarchies need to be limited in ex-

tent, But it is not so with republics. Re-
{ Fuunuﬂnn and freedom solve all dif-
| fioulties. And what limit need there be

ing to bring man’s mind and heart and
will into conformity with the truth, the
love and holiness of God. As God is
trutb, it is our duty to know the truth,
and that implies the obligation to edu-
cate ourselves and to care for the educa-
tion of others. The educational revival
that has marked the last quarter of &
century is a proof that God 1s with ns—
it is an luﬁxy that God is going to
ivens the kingdom. The single new
niv&_ﬁy oéc 0 has & larger pro-
perty thin belonged twenty years ago
m.[yluux%pdnco.lle;u and th -
oal seminaries put together. But many
&lulom more will be required to meet
e needs of the growing West, and to
educate t'ie masses of our colored breth-
ren at the South. In spite of our great
growth in the couptry at large, we are
still very weak in some of our great
cities, and it should cause us shame and
confusion of face that in the m
of the Btate and of the country, with its
conti lati the second

| to the growth of a d ination, 8o lor

| #a there is no common government
every member of it bas the right of
private jodgment? With us there are
0o oreeds which bind oor faith and
{merve as & human standard to which
{ wo must conform. Oar only standard
is the New Testament, that
every member may interpret for him
{sell. We have no church courts with
thelr auniasl o

and expend.  To setimate what has been
plished we must ber also
the marked deoline In the number ‘of
nfant b I aptist churob.

and A
| there Is no hlerarchy o authorfty su

greatest oity of the world and number-
ing three millions, B: ls bhave up to
the present time not the vestige of any
institution of learning !

Thé second whioh faithfulness
10 Carist requires is Union. We are to
hold the truth in love. The love of God
is to be shed abroad inus. And, s
truth leads L0 education, so love leads to
union, We are W0 oo-operste with our
brethren in overy good word and work.

m: o the loosl body of belk
are 0o osths of conformity or pro

amounting to & decresse of more than
onedbind o NRy yesm. Hers s ovi
denoe that our protest agalost the un
soriptural and pernlolous practioe has
made deep fm pression upon our bhrethren
in other folds; and that, ss the sepa

offecied io Amerioa by Baptist
. o oliicn of et

n.d;!,ul the church In the state may
yoi follow, if Baptists are falthful to
thelr Lord. It Is not 0o muoch (o say
that the remarkable inoresse of our
numbesrs, where we have been thus faith-
"f“ and the gradual disintegration of our

for themselves and granted absol

where,
tist principle hss been

religious freedom to others.

In Eogland, the confession of John
Smyth, an indubitable Baptist, in 1614,
wes the first English declaration of faith
in which complete separation of church
and state is declared to be the law of
Christ. And in Rhode Island, in the
year 1636, the Baptist Roger Williams
instituted the first government on earth

ciple of &b

gives us & advantage in our pro-

@®

pture.
Fifthly : It is our Baplist advantage
that we have a polity analogous to that of
our Republic, and thergfore adipted tp
win the increasing favor of loyal Ameri-
cans.  'What I mean is that werepresent
in the chﬁ)} th‘u same principle of

ized upon the pri

. s
ance is just as clearly taught in §.rip>| freedom to all belief and practice not

ture, as that baptism issimply and only
immersion. Said Luther, the great re-
former, “Baptism is a sign both of death
and resurrection. Being moved by this
reason, I would have those that are bap-
tized to be altogether dipped into the
water, #s the word means, and the mys-
tery sigvifies,” In thé: Eoglish church
during this last century there has been
no greater scholar and no nobler man
than Lightfoot, the late Bishop of Dur-
ham. How significant are his words

“Baptism is the grave of the old man
and the birth of the new—an image of
the believer's rnlidpltiou both in the
death and in the resurrection of Christ.
- + » As ho sinks beneath the baptismal
waters, the believer buries there all his
corrupt affections and past sins; as he
emerges thence, he rises regenerate,
wickeund to new hopes and a new life.”

Vith these testimonies before us, I
think it must be conceded that, Pedo
baptists themselves being the judges,
Baptists have the advantage of a clear
New Testament foundation.

Secondly : 1t is our Baptist avantage
that we make the relation of the belizver to
the church to depend on, follow and ex-

ress his previous relation lo Christ, We
that men are saved, not by union
with the church, but by usfon with
Christ. We make Obrist, not the
church, central. The church is only
the outward expression of the common
life of believers in Christ. The new life

in Christ comes first, and cunly then| been

comes memhu:::r in the church. Bap-
tism does not e people Obristians,
it is rether their profession that they
are already Christians. Instesd of bap-

but & church berahi

4
uhlponollvhl.hmowhogl

conflicting with good order and morals,
S0 Baptists first announced the principle
of religious liberty in Switzerland ; Bap-
tists, first advi it in Eoglaud; a
Baptist first established it in America

Here, too, I prefer to let others speak
forus. John Locke, n}z@dm‘[ym be-

fore our A de-

q Y which we cherish
80 greatly ixi:’ the state. Our church
or

mablon of church and shate bas besn | shall be. read

infant baptiem  which ever tends o the | Fath

nl;nnkm of the unadulterated truth of.

4 for bereny. We reeo o not
only the right, but also the daty of &
progressive kuowledge of Borfpture and
of & more’ porfect statement of dootrine
With John Bmyth, that axoellent Bap
St who died sl A ssterdam o 1612, we
sy “I profess | have changed, and
ly silll 1o ohange, for the
better” ; and ‘with John Roblnson in
bis farowell sddross o the Pilgrim
orm - "1 am verily persusded that
the Lord hath more truth yet 10 break
forth from His holy Word.” While
other denominations bave diffiouity in

themselves to new surround-
Iﬁ' and new phases of thought, the
4 A nre e 8 O

a8 N0
or fessions to bind it, but can freely
adopt new measures or new ideas, as
new study of the Bible and new needs
of the times may require.

The Christian denominations may be
likened to the runners in a torch-race,
in which each contestant tries to re-
place his light when it threatens to go
out, and so by successive .
bring his torch first to the goal. The
runner who is fettered by precedents, or
who has to go in beaten tracks, may be
easily outstripped. But he who can be-
stow all his l;bor and pains on the pre-

g :

B 4
tional. Since every ber of the
church is & member of Christ, he has &
right to interpret Christ’s will for him-
self, and to have an equal voice in the
conduct of ecclesiastical affairs. It is
not wonderful on}}lu‘ Baptist church

clared that “the Baptiats were the firsi
and only propounders of absolute liber-
ty, just and true liberty, equal and im-
partial liberty.” Of er Williams,
George Bancroft says: “He was the first
person in modern Christendom to assert

the doctrine of liberty of i in|b

g sh agree with republi-
can ¢ivil government, for Baptists had
much to do with shaping our national
constitution. No man had greater in-
fluence in framing our fandamental law,
and no man’s word as to the other influ-
eaces which made that law what it is, can

religion .. . . Freedom of conscience was
from the first & hy of the te.”
John Fiske, re to the views of
Roger Williams, writes thus: “Such
views are to-day quite generally Adc&t«
ed by the more civilized portions of the
Protestant world ; but it is needless to
say that they were not the views of the
seventeenth century, in Massachusetts
or elsewhere.” And L Bacon
says of Baptist churches : “It has been
claimed for these churches that, ffom the
age of the Ralform: onward, they
b-u. been ‘ll'lyl foremost and al
g, B4

understood as calling in question the

W« gt e ‘Do by shaciind
- ve the;

this .p.‘l'bdc histor; 4

e more than that of Thos.
Jefferson. And yet Thomas Jefferson de-
clared that “he considered Baptist church
vernment the only form of pure
lemocracy which then existed in the
world,”” and that he “had concluded,

able article in our Constitution which
provides that “no test shall

ight
will get most quickly to the goal and
will give out most of an illumination on
his way. To us Baptists belongs, as
we believe, the faith once for ail de-
livered to the saints, and it is our daty
to hand it down through the ages, and
to inprease its volume and influence as
it goes. The absence of ecclesiastical
gonfessional hindrances gives us an
advantage in this torch-race of the ages.
Seventhly, and lastly, it is our Baptist
advantage that we hold to a principle that
mils and safeguards this individual
Jreedom —a - principle of stability—the
principle of direct and entire obedience to
Christ. . While we are an absol

ve ox W uoly fo
the Now Testament proceed upon the
supposition that Obrist dwells in all be-
Hovers. Baptist polity s the best
rulblu polity for good people. Ohurdet
as made 0o pmvl‘:; for an unregene
rate churoh mem and for the
Batanio possession of Obrlsbiane. 1t s
best that & obaroh in which Ohrist does
ot dwell should by dissenslon reveal
fia woakoess and (all 10 pleces ; and any
ontward organisstion that conceals in
ward d:lni and ‘(:r -
merely formal unton, afler ® of
('hlﬁ{}:n \i‘e i le o Mnduno:‘h
shead of & P W roe religion ow
vast the ohange when that love takes
jon_ of hearts that were onoe ocold |

e church becomes & Ohristian family
onoe more, and all the world begins to
say : “See how these Ohristians love one
another.” Toae host of God that had
been scattered and ineffeclive, like
soldiers bivouacked for the night, comes
together and stands once more in battle

I can but think that the new
impulse to come together in State Con-
;’muom, to lormBodﬂWUI}lam 0 orga-

ze our young e for
work, and to mass the strength and con-
tributions of our women, is indi of
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an increase of Chris'ian love.
And the last thing which faithfalness
requires—the thing

the purpose of our gathering here. Itis
geoulhrly an activity of the will, in

ringing the world into conformity with
holinees of God. We are set to save
men from their sins, and to lead them
tosubmit to Christ, It is our vocation
on earth to promote God’s cause. Toit
we are to give our money, our time, our

?enom.l effort. What motives urge us
forward! A century of p ss at home
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§ bocauso it tones the sicnach, aida
the entire

ion of His will, we are an abso-

ate monarchy so far as respects direct
obsdience to that will iteelf. Freedom
is not enough. Every institution that
is to last must also have law. In
our American revolution we won our
liberty; in our grest Civil War we
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LIFE WAS A BURDEN.
b “Lifo soemed s burden, the simplest food

fimens
Baking Powder.

Woodill's German Baking Pow-
der is Pure, Wholesome and Well-

Proportioned,
GROROE LAWSON, Ph. D, LL D,
M.1. 5., 0, B. and Trelasd.
—— RETAILS —
2} on. Packages, + ¢ .+ -
5 on. Packages, - - .

10 on. Packages, - - -
Ask your grooer for it _Ordars addressed

WM n&s’-t.‘
Save $35 m yourtctet o Califirnia.
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