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THE END OF THE COMMAND- 
MENT. 

& al > 
; ad BY REV. ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D. D. 

“Now the end of the cammasdment is love, out of 
a pure heart, and of good conselence, and of faith 
unfeigned. "1 Tim. 1: 5 

The apostle bas jast said that he left penetrate 
Timothy {o Ephesus, in order to check 
aome tendencies there which were givin 
anxiety. Certain teachers had appeared, 
the effect of whose sclivity was to cre- 
ate parties, tof. ster useless speculations, 
and to turn the minds of the Ephesian 
Christians away from the | and 
moral side of Obristianity. In opposi- 
tion 10 these, the apostle here lays down 
the broad principle that God has spoken, 
not in « rder 0 make acute theologians, 

or Wo provide materials for controversy, 
but in order to help us to love. Tue 
whole of these latest letters of the 
spostle breathe the mellow wisdom of 

age, which has learned to rate 
brilliant jutellectualism, agility, ipoon- 
troversisl tence and the like, far lower 
than homely goodness. And so, says Paul, 
“the end of the commandment is love.” 
Now he here states, not only the pur 

pose of the Divine Revelation, but gives 

tians in this world, and in our 
to-da; Le -— - tl 
God has spoken to them for 
else than to deliver them from fear 
of death, from the incidence on 
them of future 
spoken for this 
ultimate end of 

me 

tempted to rest in in 
sions, or to pervert the truth of 
& mere arena on which you can display 
your skill of fence and your intellectual 
agility, or if ever you are tem to 
think that all is done when the sweet 

forgi upen a 
us a y, but yet suffiddent, out- 
line of the method by which God works 
towards that purpose. The command- 
ment is the beginning, love is the end 
or aim, And between these two there 
are inserted three things, & “pure 
heart,” a “ good conscience,” * faith un- 
feigned.” Now of these three the two 
former are closely connected, and the 
third is the cause, or condition, of both 

them. It is, therefore, properly 
named lsat as being first in order, and 
therefore last reached in analysis. When 
you track a stream from its mouth to its 
source, the fountain head is the last 
thicg that you come to. And here we 
have, as in those great lakes in Central 
Africa—out of which finally the Nile 
issues —the stages of the flow. There 
are the twin lakes, a “ good conscience 
and a “ pure heart.” These come from 
“unfeigned faith,” which lies higher 
up, in the hills of God; and they run 
down into the love which is the “ end of 
the commandment.” The faith lays 
hold on the commandment, and so the 
process: is complete. Or, if you begin at 
the top, instead of at the bottom, God 
gives the word ; faith grasps the word, 
and thereby nourishes a “pure heart” 
and a “good conscience,” and thereby 
roduces a universal love. So, then, we 
ave three steps to look at here. 
I. First of all, What God speaks to 

s for. 
“The end of the commandment is 

love.” Now Itake it that the word “com- 
mandment” here means, not this or 
that specific precept, but the whole body 
of Christ revelation, id as 
containing laws for life. And to begin 
with, and only to mention, it is some 
thing to get that point of view, that ull 
which God says, ba it promise, be it seit 

ion, be it or Le 
it anything else, has a preceptive bear- 
ing, and is meant to influence life and 
conduct. I shall have x» word or two 
more to say about that presently, but 
note, just as we go on, how remarkable 
it is, and how fuil of lessons, if we will 
ponder it, that one name fur the gospei 
on the lips of the man who had most to 
say about the contrast between gospel 

and law is “commandment.” Try to 
feel the stringency of that aspect of 
evangelical truth and of Christian reve- 
lation, 
Then I need not remind you how here 

the indefinite. expression “love” must 
be taken, as I thinkis generally the case 
in the New Testament, when the of jact 
on Which the love rests is not defined, 
8s including both the twin command 
ments, of which the second, our Master 
saye, is like unto the first, love to Gd 
and love to man. In the Christian idea 
these two are one. They are shoots 
from the one root, The only difference 
is that the one climbs and the other 

ws along the levels of earth. There 
gull set in the New Testament 

teaching, and there ought to be none in 
the practice and life of a Christian man, 
between the love of God and the love of 
man. Théy are two aspects of one thing. 
Then, if #0, mark bow, according to 

the spostle's teaching here, in this one 
thought of a dual-sided love, one turned 
upwards, otie turned earthwards, there 
lies the whole perfection of a human 
soul. You want nothing more if you 

are “rooted and grounded in love,” That 
wili secure all goodness, all morality, 
all religion, everything that is beatiful, 
and everything that is noble. And ali 
th meant to be fhe result of Gols 
speech tous. 

Bo, then, two very plain practical 
principles may be deduced and en 

from this “first thought. First, 
the purpose of all revelation and the test 
of all re.iglon in ~ character and conduct 

It is all very well to know about God 
0 have our minds filled with true 
thoughts about Him, His nature and 

dealings with us. Orthodoxy is good, 
but orthodo is a means to an end 
There should be nothing in & man’s 
creed which does not act upon his life. 
Or, If I may put it into technical words, 

all » man's credenda should be his 
agend and whatsoever he believes 

should come straight into his life to in- 
fluence it, and 10 shape character. Here, 
then, is the warning against a mere 
notional orthodoxy, and against regard- 
ing Christian truth being intended 
maluly to illuminate De understanding, 
or to be & subjsot of speculation and 
discussion. Tuere are people in all 
generations, and there ‘are. plenty of 
them to-day, who seem to think that the 
great verities of the gospel are mainly 
meant to provide material for contro- 
versy 

Au if religion were intended 
For nothing else but 10 be mended — 

and that they have done all that can be 
expected when they have tried to appre- 
1 the true bearing of this rev on, 
and to contend nst misinter) - 
tions, - This is the curse of od 
controversy, that it blinds men to the 
practical importance of thie truths for 
which they are fighting. It is as if 
one were to take some fertile wheat. 
land, and sand it all over, and roll it 
down, and make it smiooth for & gym 
nasium, where nothing would grow. So 
the temper which fiads in Christian 
trath simply a “minfstzation of ques 
thous,” ws my text says; mars ite pur 

arded sgainst is the 
on which the clear 
would dismiss at once, 

of is 
man's heart, remember the solemn and 
plain words of my text—the final pur- 
pose of all is that we may love God and 
man. 

But then, on the other side, note that 
no less distinctly is the sole foundation 
of this love laid in God's speech. Nx 

forgiveness, and the re- 
's love in Jesus Christ, 

before you a love worth calling 
in return to in men's hearts. 
Brethren, 

shame Cbristian men in the singular 
fact which is becoming more obvious 
daily, of a divorce between human bene- 
ol It is a scandal 

ns to 
sympathy with your Christianity, 
who set you an example of bene- 

ence, self-sacrifice, enthusisam for 
humanity as it is called. I believe that 
the one basis upon which there can 
solidly built benevolence to men is de- 
yotlon to God, because of God's great 
pclae) in i Christ. But I ans 
to stir, if I might not say sting, you 
myself into a tion of our obliga 
tions and 

palling than wa ha Ribs, b com we have ever , by 
this ph of modern life, that a text, in its el of 

character and conduct above doctrine, 
falls in with the pre’ tendencies 
of this day; but it provides the safe- 
guards which these tendencies neglect. 
Notice that this favorite saying of the 
most advanced school of broad thinkers, 
who are always talking about the decay 
of dogma, the unimportance of 

© as compared with love, is here 
uttered by a man who was no sentimen- 

divorce has been proclaimed ween 
philanthropy and end 
of the commandment 5 love, out of a|° 
pure heart, and of a good conscience. 

III. Lastly, notice the condition of 
such purifying. 
To recur to my former illustration, we 

have to go up country to a still higher 
level. What feeds the two reservoirs that 
or thelove? What makes the heart pure 

talist, but to whom the Christian system 
was & most distinct and definite thing, 
bristling all over with the obnoxi 

? Paul answers, 
“faith unfeigne "; not mere intellect bh Fors ial 

doctrines which are by some of us so 
summarily dismissed as of no import- 
ance. My very text protests 

3! t h the | of the molern attempt to wrench away +4 to ake fates. ¢ Teno All Sht goes 
sentiments and emotions 0 
men, by the reception of Christian truth, 
from the truth which it es a8 
the only basis on which they can be 
produced, It Jeclares that the “com- 
mandment”’ must come first, before 
love can follow ; and the rest of the let- 
der, although, as I say, it decisively 
pinces the end of revelation as being the 
moral and religious perfecting of men 
into assimilation with the Divine love, 
no less decisively demands that for such 
a perfecting there shall be laid the 
{ undation of the truth as it is revealed 
in Jesus Christ. 
And that is what we want to-day in 

order to make breadth wholesome, and 
if ooly we will carry with us the two 
thoughts, the commandment and love, 
we shall not go far wrong. Bat what 
would you think of a man that said, “I 
do pot want any foundations. I wanta 
house to live in”? And pray how are 
you going to get your house without the 
foundations? Oc would he be a wise 
man who said, “Ob, never mind about 
putting gra into the vine vat, and 
producing Tastsentation’ give me the 
wine!” Yes! But you must have the 
fermentation first. The is not 
the or of a. but 
sult withcut the process. 
ing to New Testament teaching, which 
Iam bold to say is verified by experi- 
ence, there is no deep, all-swaying, 
sovereign, heart-uniting love to God 
which is not deawn from the acceptance 
of the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. 
1. And so I come, secondly, to note 

the purifying which is needed prior to 
sich love, 
Our text, as I said, divides the 

cess into stages ; or, if I may go bi to 
a former lilustration, into levels. And 
on the level immediately above the love, 
down into which the waters of the twin 
lakes glide, are a pure heart and a good 
conscience. These are the requisites 
for all real and operative love. 
they are closely connected, as it ‘seems 
to me, more closely so than with either 
the stage which precedes or that. which 
follows. They are, in fact, two twin 

ere is no re- 

thoughts, very closely identified, though | }, 
not quite identical, 
A pure heart is one that has been de- 

fecatod and cleansed from the impuri- 
tes which naturally attach to human 
sfigctions. A “good conscience” is one 
which is void of offence towards God and 
man, and registers the emotions of a 
pure heart, It is like a sheet of senal- 
tive paper that, with a broken line, indi- 
cates bow many hours of sunshine in 
the day there have been. We need not 
discuss the question as to which of these 
two great gifts and blessings which 
sweeten a whole life come first, In the 
initial stages of the Curistian life I sap- 
pose the good cousclence precedes the 
pure heart. For forgiveness which 
calms the conscience and os it of 
the perilous stuff which has in- 
Jeoted in it by our corruptions —for 
glveness comes before cleansing, aad the 
conscience is calm before the heart is 
purified. Buat'in the later stages.of the 
Cutistian life the order seems to be re- 
versed, and there cannot be in a man a 
conscience that is good unless there is a 
bert that is pure, v 
But however that may be—and it 

does not affect the general question be- 
fore is ~ mark bow distinctly Paul lays 
down here, the py vo that you will 
get no real love of God or man out of 
men whose hearts are foul, and whose 
consciences are eitner or stinging 
them. 1 need not dwell upon that, for | ing 

that will think | Pi it is plain to soybod 
for » moment that sin be- 
f¥een 8 mun Aad GA; end from a 
eart seething like 
the crater of a voleano, with a 
and giving forth foul odors, there can 
come no love worth calling so to God, 
nor any benevolence worth calling so to 
man. Wherever there is sin, un- 

there thero is a black barrier built up 
earning between a man's heart and the y, 

heart of God on the other side. And un- 
til that barrier is swept away, until the 
whole natare receives a new set, until it 
is delivered from the love of evil, and 
from its self-centred on, and 
until conscience bas taken into grateful 
hands, if T might say, the greatest of all 
gifts, the assurance of the Divine for- 
giveners, I, for one, do not believe that 
deep, vital, and life-transforming love 
to God is possible. I know that is very 

quids, | © 

or professed,” but 
a which has in it the ele 
ment of reliance as well as the element 

credence. Belief is not all that goes 

to make faith, Belief and trust are in- 
dissolubly wedded in the conception of 
it. Boch a faith, which knows what it 
lays hold of—for it lays hold upon de- 
finite truth, and lays hold on what it 
knows, for it trusts in Him whom the 
pa bg 5 os a a makes the 
eart and the conscience good. 
ind how does it do so? By nothing 

in itself. There is no power in my faith 
to make me one bit better than I am. 
There is no power in it to still one accu- 
sation lence. It is only the con- 
dition on which the one power that 

and that calms enters into my 
eart and works there. The power of 

faith is the power of that wl faith 
admits to operate in my life. If we o) hy th o and it our hearts the fire will come 

‘em fm my hasrk 1s tiopostans fo ness eart. I isimj t for 
co that we should clearly under- 

stand that the re 
Bible says of fail ys 
cause it is the channel, th 

tion by and on which the 
power, which is Jesus Christ Himself, 
acts vpon us. It is not the window but 
the sunshine that fidods this b: 
with light. It is not the o ed 

. | but the gift laid in it, that anetoliss the. 
. It is not the leaden pipe, | b per. poor 

ut the water that flows through it, that 
fills the cis 
it fills. It is not your faith, but the 
Ca Whom. our. Seti belogs into 
your heart al purges 
the one, and makes the er void of 
offence towards God and man. 

80, brethren, let us learn the secret of 
all nobility, of all power, of all righteous- 
ness Of character and conduct. Pat 
our foot on the lowest round of the 

er, and then aspire and climb, and 
ioe will reach the summit. Take the 
rst step, and be true to it after you 

have taken it, and the last will surely 
come. He that can say, “We have 
known and believed the love that God 
hath to us,” will also be able to say, 
“We love because He first loved 
us.” “And this commandment have we 
of God, that he who loves God love his 
rother also.” 

~ Here are two women going down 
to work among the sick and the poor. 
One goes because there is a fashion of it, 

ot mere sup 
deep, genuine, and | and 

tern, and cleanses it whilst | cal 

The Use of the Bible. 

Before we can use the Bible we must 
know what it is, how it came to be, and 
what it teaches. At this stage of study 
the “ Inductive Method * is of supreme 
value. For this is the method which in 
the physical and social science his 
proved so froitful. It aims to gather all 

them according to the principles of coex- 

cedent and conseqnent, csuse and effect, 
germ snd matured form. Sacred geo 
graphy, chronology and philosophy work 

together to one end. First the blade, 
then the ear, and then the full corn fn the 
ear; such is the order of creative action 
and of our own discoveries of truth. A 
right method follows the expanding reve 
lation of redemptive purpose from the 
first evangel to the crowning of Carist 
after His resurrection as King of the 
spiritual realm. The coofusion into 
which these writings have been thrown 
by the carelessness and ignorance of man 
is to yield to the order intro 

pe ove cmp fic method. 
Bat the Bible is jot an end in itsel! ; it 

is one of the chi mean of accompit- 

Work for ends, I mean for uses '; said 
Mrs. Browning. The —-— of the Bible 

The Destiny of the Jews. 

Three ways, each traversing a periol 
of more than years, 
lead down from the dead old world into 
our modern time—the Roman Kmpire, 
the Caristian church, and the Nation of 
Israel. Bat the empire which was in 

the facts of the Scriptures, to arrange | 15, 

istence in space, succession in time, ante- | the d 
fi id 
bargain in the worn-out robes and 

Seopa a Kyfhussts ‘buyout a ghenes in Ky! chance 
of waking. Not such bas been the for 
tune of Christendom or leeasl, Thes 
two, the New Testament and the OM 
seem to be movi forward ln battle 
array toward the futare ~thelr hosts 
divided by ravines which they do not 
attempt 10 cross. With thelr faces set 
toward the rising sun, Jew and Orie 
tian maintain that it ts thelr mission Lo 
conquer the world, Yet thay are always 
antagonists in apleit, and not seldom 
ops enemies. larael has been Senpe 

th lying in wait for the heel of 
; nox does the Ohbrletian feel 

ADY sory) the most 

fied by the which 
* | same ing; 
who has 3 
From the a ape who wrote sli and- 
twenty oentu 260, they derive thelr 
witness, Israel that he is the covenant 

and the Christian that 1 him ¥ nation, 
* | has been given the inheritance of Jacob, 

and neither modern solence nor the out 
bursts of revolutionary change have 
rg a durable impression upon these 

with solemn purpose , is 
Tabled np wi the radiance of love and 
hope, stirred by the energy o a a Boh oh foe 

g “which 
have stood above E rope from of old, 
Peta, and unlike all others, in purpos 

sisted that men learn rapidly snd cor- 
rectly only that in which they are, for 
some reason, interested. There must be 
fome hunger and og for knowledge 

for rij we und 
the great 3 

The inf ent study of the Bible is 
aided by taking the t of view of the 
authors of the sublime pages. They 
were “men of God,” and they saw all 
events in the light of the Sun of right- 
eousness shining over the kingdom of 
the Eternal. They desired the triumph 
of that kingdom more than all else. 
They spoke and wrote with most 
desire to tha 

ent 
whose 

as in the grandeur of 
their achievements. 
Bat one , at least, is certain. 

Those who 6, a8 perhaps Gorge 
E jot did, that is to be absorbed 
in ‘a new cosmopolitan on neither 

atic, Eiropean, nor American, but 
distilled from all three, are preparing 

no small 
Israel is the prophet among the nations, 
and its day is not yet over. The ie 
that no theories can explain away, whi: 
binds us with the past, and looks on to 
the future, will not end less miraculous 
ly than it began. As Heine says with 
entire truth, the Jews who decline to 

sphere and ideals they comprehended 
but oh § 8s they spoke “in divers por- 
tions in divers manners.” Esch 
new experience, century of trial, 
each heavenward prayer brought forth 
some juster conception. As 

ouzaaring soutiwasd, o0 the wiltas of bl sout! , 80 the wi 
the Bible, as they urged present re- 
forms, wvered new doctrines in their 
eavens. 
There is a vital and rational connec- 

tion between the humane spirit of our 
age and the larger com ension of 
revelation. The “ Inductive Method ” it- 
self is more: an intellectual scheme : 
it is bern of & solemn determination 
£0 to the roots of all facts, to face all 
truth, and never to offer to God the sac- 
rifice of a lie. It is of honest origin; it 
believes truth is from the Good One, and 
56 oar ow hoqoad of mas. 
Therefore the of the Bible 

should live the best Ch ok 1x subnie 

fod te amp, of self filled the lamp of His 
the oll of prayer and meditation on th. 
silent mountain, He reflected and H 

because she would fafn have the credit | cestors 
which belongs to the lady bountiful. 
Bhe moves them like an ioe! 
ow froddy dog She brings a ol 
with her which ‘all her ooals and 
blankets can never warm away. The 
other goes beosuse she believes in it, 
believes that God wants her to do it, be- 
lieves that the sorrowful and the dis- 
tressod are Christ's brethren, and that 
she is bound Lo them, and that they 
have immortal souls which she may win 
for Him. 8he moves among them like 
a sister of Jesus snd a friend of God ; 
and of her the Master says, “Inasmuch 
aa she hath done it unto one of the least 
of these My brethren, she hath done it 
unto Me.” Here are two men praying. 
One stands upon the corner of the one 
correct, punctilions; at the appoin 
time he lifts his hands, he raises 
his voice that he may be heard of 
men. The other kneels in the dust, 

t, stamm , feeble; he lifts 
face wo Christ says, “Lord, I be- 

lieve, help Thou mine unbelief” And 
roken, stam: ory 

faith pleases God, and brings the bless- 
hich would never come to the 

Let us 
never be so foolish as to think that it 
makes 

the alabaster box, empty; faith is the 
ci i whose fr fil's 

fash. eS adit = 
impossible to plasse God, —Henry 
Dyke, D. D., in Straight Sermons. ss 
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El ts. ectric 

$1.45, $2.65, $3.70 ; fi ices $5, #7, 
dil”  Qually ronknd te fry dif 
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~nild or strong current. Less than half 
the price of any other com, and mare 
home testimonials than ll bgp to- 
gether, Full list free. Mention this 
paper. W. T. BAER & CO. Windsor, Ont. 

of honest | obed 

doing, recet: 
10 man's em) 0s pameed 

Fila days" river a pure by ao- 
I] 

and b im rag rie y g is ent 
flood into od or p AK e 
thirst of forests cities on its banks, 
Fox the superficial ohild of these “mer- 
chantable Spe” ve Niviee LF and 
contemplation ; for student who 
apart from socfal life handles words that 
bave spilled their contents, we urge 
Ci at regular times and 
in suitable degrees. 

“By deed and word and pen 
Thou hast served thy fallow men, 
Therafore art thou exalted." 

—Prof. O. R. Henderson, in Standard, 
EAR A SERA 

to death, t us, I Thee, grace to 
follow Thee whithetsosrer Tho gosst| 
In little daily duties to which "Thou 
callest oY oo au wills to simple 

ience, patience under pain or 
cation, strict truthfulness of pho 

oe, heroic courage, laying 
down of life for Thy trath’s sake, or for 

; | a brother. * Amen [—C. G. Rossetti, 

— There is bat one way in which man 
God—that is, by letting 

him ; and there is no way in 
mi taken 

— 0 Lord, who art our Guide even un- | 

practice any form of idolatry, and have 
followed after a law during more than 
three thousand years, are “the people 
of the Spirit,” and even their worship f 
wealth, for which not they but their 

an persecutors must answer, can 

not destroy the passion of the hope with 
rgd Jomacs are Ae inspired. 
et they may be s; and scat 

tered; but enlightenment, civilization, 
and the growth of democratic equality 

in them no elements, so far as we 
can , which will absorb Iseael. 
He remains, as in harder times than our 
own, “the everlasting Jew.” 
‘What we could desire for him is that 

he should fling aside hisdelusive Kabba- 
10 | 1a and his armor of the Talmud, and re- 

coguize in the New Testament such a 
law, embodied in a perfect and Divine 
life, as will set him tree from casuistry, 
and reconcile obedience with the inward 
light of love and reason. It is str: 
indeed, that he should hesitate to claim 

greatest inh t 

Roman law an order of things which " | and 
the ra beheld in vision, but which 
only a Di ly vine strength could 
victorious and a present reality, Nor 
need the Jew renounce, in acknowledg- 
ir Fre true Master, anything which the 

Seehof Ji mad wo 6 all events 
ese days, insist upon 

To “modern thought,” as it is oalled, 
other sacred bool 

ac between gi Lt not 
y Sg e and not in hate 

—the future of mankind. — London 
Quarterly Review. 
b BR lech aad 5 

~ We are not enough to think of 
our dally work A Good Shepherd's 

ture-field. We are too apt to give 
distinction between 

the sacred and secular, and to seek to 
get out of what we call the secular into 
what we call the sacred, that we may 
find spiritual pasture fields. . . . You 
and 1 

himself to daily toll that had real 
ing in it, was right. The most 

i Tonle it amin op B in Paul's ten us 

CE TR 's work ; og, 
preaching, buy gn , brick! 
doing Ee oath Ko 2 tru 

and in His name; the shining motive 
for them, God's glory. ** Why, my volos 
waa from God, and 

|! 
pleasing God, and so of dol) 
vi i. : _ the 
ma w 

y duty domed 
Wayland Hoyt, D. D., in At His 
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Consumption 
is oftentimes absolutely 
cured in its earliest stages 
by the use of that won- 
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ing qualities of Beef and 
Wheat and the tonic quali. 
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PALATABLE BEEF TRA 
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cow's milk, It is the NATU- 
RAL FOOD for an infant de. 
prived of its mother's milk, 

Cold in the Head. 

Foor an 8 eed You will find it 
a pack 

. lasgow. 

— Use Skoda’s Discovery, the great 
blood and nerve remedy 

e, 
blood, eto. Hawker's th 

lect sod posigee cure for cold 
ead, cal pinflaenzy, ete. Price on! 

25 cents. Bold everywhere. Highly re- 
commended by all who have used it. 
A A 

— Use Skoda's Discovery, the great 
blood and nerve omedy 

Save $35 on your ticket to Califara, 
EEA NI 

July R86. 
PE 

8abbath 8chool 

BIBLE LESS( 
THIRD QUARTER 

Lesson VL Aug 6 Acts 3 

PAUL AT MILETU: 

Wemember them which 
rule over you, who have 
pou the Word of God.” — . 


