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MESSENGER AND VISITOR. August 22 

Like a blind spina 
I tread my days 

I know that all the (breads will run 
Appointed ways. 

1 know each d 
And being bli 

now the use ¢ 
t I spin; 

Sometimes the threads 
An! targled fly. 

I know wild storms sre 
Ang fear that I 
1 fall 

, but knw not wh 
That tint ar 

In some great 
ime a ACT 

reads wil 
blin I never 

PINNING. 

n the sun, 

will brirg its tank, 

no moe 

c ewee; ing pst, 

but dare rot try to Tad 
fer place, since I am blind. 

place 
fabric {o endure 

I ask: 

r name 

1 “since yon 
u can do.” 

rough and fast 

am sur? 

#0 from the first 
elt acc 

general order, with our organization, 
our education, and the chain of events. 
These dispose of ns invincibly”’ 
his day this view has grown ers 
and bas infected our methods of thou, 
tcuching alike subjects moral and his- 
tcrical. And it has beep immensely 
strengthened by the powerful influence 
of Hirbert Spencer. The synthetic 
j-bilosopher plainly teaches (Principles 
of Payichology, . 500,508, vol. 1) that 
the notion of free-will is » subjective 
illusion, that if psychical changes con- 
form to law there cannot be any such 
thirg as free-will, and that what we 
call volition has no determining ele- 
ment in it, but is merely a mechanical 
ccmmingling in one stream of force of 
{hose nervecurrents which result in 
action. These sentiments widely pre- 
vail. They are moro or less explicitly 
inwrooght in so-called scientific 
schemes of the universe, and they have 
driite! into popular speech; and con. 
sequently we should not be- surprised 
that they lead successful men tor:grrl 
the miselves ss the favorites of bind 
fortuce, and incline those who have 
neither sufficient virtue nor energy to 
aicceed to consider themselves bladic- 
less, the unhappy victims of uvcon- 
tr llable eircumstances. 

This, however, is not the doctrine of 
the, Scriptures. The Bible not only 
dire affirms the moral lib. rty of 
G {d's intelligent creatures, bu' ils én- 

tifp revelation proceeds on the assumy 
tign that they ace free to choose. And 
iol my judgment, so clearly in this 

jew emeosted in the Bucred Book, 
that could it be proven beyond question 
that intelligent creatures are ss help 
less to decide for themyilves and to 
govern themselves as the material mag- 
pitudes of the universe are, no conh- 
dence could be rephsed in the Heaven- 
ly origin of the yolame ; for it would 
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se names uggests 
trend of modern inquiry. 
its moving in a different 

has actually turned to- 
wand the nouddy speoulstions of the 
pat, and fostead of rolling onward lke 
wn emancipatcd stream to a great ocean 

it haw gone backward to the stegoant 
wate of dead systems. Diderot, the 
Feenoh enoyelopediat, gave expression 
10 this rtrogeession when he wrote: 

as many tu; pose. We know that ¢ven 
AmMONg men & great many wills come 

into play, and that frequently they co 
incide ‘without infringi on each 
other; and why may not the same be 
possible on the part of the Creator and 
the creature. But when we meditate 
on this subj ct we should remember 
that we tread the border-land o° two 
worlds—the natural aod the suyer 
patursl and that, like all other 
domains, itis next to impossible to tell 
how and where they flow into each 
other, Hcientists find it difficult to 
trace the «xc; boundaries between the 
vegetabls and animal kingdoms; they 
cannot teil exactly where the one “encs 
and the other begine, and neither can 
they explain how and wby they inter- 
penetrate esch other. Peychologis's 
are equally perplexcd. . They are con- 
strained 10 admit the relations between 
mind and brain to be inexploratle 
There are pbenomers which cannot be 
Fic x unted for on any theory that does 
pot admit a mysterfous interaction be- 
tween the mental and the -phyrical. 
The animal na'ure in man runs into 
the spiritusl, and the point of transi 
tion is tco yegue and shadowy even for 
a metaphysical mioroscope to detect 
Tae same principle mast surely hold 

in connection with the lower aud the 
higher, with the world that lice within 
the range of our senses end that world 
which lies beyond. The natural must 
gradually merge into the spiritual, the 
fringes of each must ioterblend and 
mix, and the colors of the first must 
sometimes be charged with the hues of 
the gecond. No one can succesfully 
deny the movements of history in 
which the Divioe bas been manifest in 
the human - as in the Incarnation, the 
founding of Coristianity and in those 
surprising providences which have vin 
dicated right and confounded wrong - 

| not ently be affiiming a pbilcsophical und yet no cne can explain their bar 

untruth, but # would be absurdly ad- | mony with the human, cr prove that 

cating as a basis of 11 esis a principle | they in any way lotre nek pon its 
| that haw no existence. Eden’s garden freedom. The meeting-place is veiled 

and the fall Ine their significances ua. [from ue. Neither can we see in Lhe 

less Adam was free. Avy other sup- application of redemption where these 

posi don changes the ¢ ober of that | twain meet, how they interact on each 

tragic scene which | xerted so vast 
i fluence on the race from a reality 
a sham, from the tremendous wot of 

nsible being to the pre-armnged 
of a puppet pulled by the fin 

of a seneatfon-lovivg Fate. Bo, 
Redemptiin, 

sitate to teach 
woy depends on the volition 

of the sinner, snd 1 
to aseept or reject eternal life, 

uttecly perished from mankino 
Archbisuop Usher, 
adbegents of the nitra orthodox sshool, 
writes: “Freedom of will we know 
doth as eeaentinlly bel unto & man 
as resson itsel wnd Lo that spolleth 
bim of that power doth in-eflect make 
bim a very boast’! 
pathy with such miode as these when 
declare that the Ra 

sioner ac 
before God 
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life and g 
heaven su! earth to record this day 
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life and deat} i 
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thy secd may 
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rection with those which 

ng the free 

its ruin, exclaiming, 
m, Thy will is my will ; 

my own : thereis 
ght to follow and 

wat commands slike 

ol my conscience.” 

| paced man u 
| tor how cculd he ct 

in | weys were open before Him? Alas! he 
; | turned aside fom rectitude and follo #- 

cd bis own headstrong impulses, and 
tbe sublime parpose of his Creator was 

ut not forever was it 
Jesus appeared, re 

n » evils entailed by 
n was provided, and a new 

was manifest by which theoriginal 
¢ Almighty in man’s crea- 

Had it been 
that he could bz saved with- 

out any personal volition Ife would have 
beco deliv red frem penal suflering, 
but God's primal purpore would have 

frusrated. 
thwarted. Chui 

ot, tv 

fulfilled. 

guilty must choose to be saved and 
mus. choose to be saved i 
way acceptable to the Almighty. Thus 
does be come into willing submission 

now developed in & universe whers 
bondage js the rule; and thus it is 

maimed and injured by the fall, can and 
must decide for himself, and is in 
reality the asbiter of his own destiny. 

Doubtless this interpretation of the 
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at heis really able 

And 
vue of the firmest 

1 am only in sym- 

red Canon recognizes 
this freedom, and thersfore holds the 

untable for his condition 
On what other hypothesis 

syszen as these be explain- 
day 

J, and death and evil. Icall 

blessing and cursing: 
1 hat both thou and 

“Whosoever will 

let him (rke the water of life freely; 
pet come ‘unto me that ye 

“He eames to His 
ved Him not, 

but to ay. many as received Him to 
them gave He power to become the|the 
eons of God;” and “We shall all stand 
«f rathe jndgment seat of Chrigt and 

nat of the decds done in 
sor they be good or ill.” 
rof man to array him: 

Xpress his responsibility for 
not doing #0 is soleriuly declared. Ac- 

ic spirit of these texts, 

trial of our first parents in 
Divine Being has. been 

service of 

alligisnce of my reason and the 
To win 

dgement and to render 
, God at the first 
ditions of trial, 

ia the 

to the Divine will; thusis a free service 

proven that the creature, however 

other. and how they do so without 
limiting the power of the one or con 
trolling the freediin of the oller 
Contact and int rpenctration here in 
like contact and interpenetration in 
other departments of Gud's wonderful 
cosmos, an unsearchable mystery, a 
mist covered ocean, where only wreck 
awaits us if we ingist on bray 
darkness. But the fact that they are 
not without correspondences may 
sure us also that they are not witk 

I am erued by a asd predilection dence in them, avd may sie ios be 

for Pelnglauism. Bat such fs not the fievé, however the Almighty may influ 

| case. Augustin. who fs one of the | $noe sud move the creature in bring 

original opponents of that eye em, in | \°8 him to sciept eternal life, that He 

bis conte sial wiltiogs » “ does not fail to respect the Re i's 

who is there gf us would say that b y of choice, aud is under n 
the ain «f the first ‘man free-will it . 

ss they are on this. general subject 1 

should be inclined to the doctrine al 
ready set forth by considerations of the 
weiglitiest character. What these are 
I shall briefly met before you that you 
muy be delivered from the illusions of 
modern fatalism, if uuhapplily you 
have been caught in their wiles 

I would first of all remiod you that 
some of ths profoundest philosophers 
such as Kant, Jacobi snd Hamilton, 
contend that consciousness is the most 
relisble witness of what we o 
that it testifies to our mcr.l fre 
Analyzes your own nature, and sce 
whether it does not confirm the report 
which these thinkers give of its diguity 
Do you not find that it discriminates 

between the voluntary aud the invol- 
untary, and that it attaches responsi- 
bility to the one and irresponsibility to 
the other ? It neither praises nor con- 
demons the pulsations of the heat, but 
it attaches a moral quality to the 
acticos of the bands, and that because 

first is necessary, while the 
sicond are mot. Itrecogniz:s a power 
to do or to rafrain from doing, and it 
associates with this power the idea of 
obligation. At times it jastifies itself, 
and {hen pronounces judgment on its 
own deeds, and treats iteelt ds though 
it recognized no compulsion determic- 
ing its. conduct; Lst any man look 
within himself, and he will bear 
many voices declaring that he is free. 
Conecience, as it reproves. him fur 
wrongdcing, says, or there is no mean- 
ing in its vo “Thou art free;” re- 
morse, dogging his foutsteps and driving 
him from place to place, thunders in 
his ear, or his tercor is absurd, “Thou 
art free;” deliberation, as. it ponders 
two paths and balances the reasons in 
favor of each, whispers distinctly, or 
this care and forethought are superflu- 
ous, “Thou art free;"” aud desire, as it 
sways him and develops in his soul 
fierce contests with convictions of right 

ence, proclaims sbove the 

‘Thon art free!” Thus he has 
the witness in himself, and if he doubts 
its reliability he niay easily satisfy it 
by appealing from within to without, 

» . * 

The freedom of man's will is vitally 
associated with the idea of mortality. 
They are inseparable. Kant has ex- 
erted himself to show that they stand 
or fall together, and enters with so 
much zeal upon his task that-he some- 
times makes thom appear synonymous. 
He says: “We have now reduced the 
Idea of Morality to that of Froedom of 
Will,” and in another place he writes, 
“Autonomy of Willis the alonefounda- 
tion of Morality.” Hamilton likewise, 
following the sage of Koningsberg, de- 
clares that “virtue involves liberty ;” 
“that the possibility of morality “de- 
pends on the possibility cf liberty ; for 
1f man be not a free agent he is not the 

been disbonered. To magnify“that and | author of his actions, and has, there- 
to accomplish the end that He Las had | fore, no responiibility—mo moral re- 
be’ore Him from the eternities the | sponsibility—at all.” “In opposition to 

this position, wa find Spencer (“Data 
of Ethics,” p. 127) asserting that “the 
sense of duty or moral obligation is 
transitory ;” and he has certainly al- 
lowed no permanent place for it in his 
system. Now, I insist that we find 
here one of the strongest reasons fcr 
Tahoe ng the doctrine of free will. 
nder the declining sense of its trath- 

fulness ae ii are ih 
appea. rom ti ea of duty. In. 
deed, we rarely hear a word now about 

Bible will to some be rl- | “duty,” but endless talk about of 
ed as incom with rg it pio wl pds gd 
yr re to concerning the als fs Ryd for “du- 
3 ignty. L ‘We more 

there is an of hol sam latter sod Les for 

saken as it is, debts would not ess 
it as they do, and thers would be fewer 
alienations than there are. Unfortun- 
at: ly, as it is, even in the Kingdom of 
Christ pastors members are $00 
clamcrous for theirrights to have much 
time or heart for duty. They are busy 
mainly in standiog on their dignity, in 
resenting what they are pleased to call 
ints rierer ce with their work, and in re- 
fusing t) be imposed on by thcse who 
are not willing to earry their own 
burders, Let all this sensitiveness and 
j:alcusy end, and let every one simpl 
atterd to duty, and be anxious to rend- 
er obedience to duty, and the millen- 
nium would speedily dawn. - We need 
duty to be preasbed today from every 
pulpit, to every church; to every trade, 
to every political party. Sarely the 
fact that such & necessity exists ought 
to oomvioce us that the rource of all 
this laxity is foul and false, and that 
duty will never come to be p-rformed 
until the frecdom of man’s will isevery- 
where proclaimed snd realized. 

Finally. I insist on this doctrine, as 
it is the key to man's greatness. It 
shows that he is “endowed with a 
wonde#fut and real power of conquering 
what to the faint hearted seems the un- 
coaqu H milton teaches ‘that 
man * pable of carrying the law of 
duty into effect in opposition to so 
tations, the impulsions of his material 
vature ;" and he declares that liberty is 
‘capab.e of resisting and corquering 
the counteriction of our snimal 
natur Kant likewisesays : “the in 
atincta of man’s physical vature give 
birth to ohetacles which hinder and im- 
pede bim in the execution of bis duty. 
They ave, in fact, mighty opposing 
foreis which he Las to go forth and en 
counter.” What a grand conception is 
here presented of the will striving with 
the inter enemies and overcoming thelr 
Lostility. And if it oan subdue inner 
foes can it not reeist and repel outer 
antagon Such, at least, ia S:hlegel’s 
belief as Philosophy 

Life,” aad such is the convic.lon of 
Bhakeapearo when he sings 

Our remedies oft in ourselves do lie, 
Which we atc ibe to Heaven . the fated 

sky 
Gives us free scope 

ward pull 
Our slow designs 

are dull 

nly doth back 

when we (urselves 

What ncbler image of human great 
ness oan you fori than that which is 
suggested by a man who mesiures his 

strength with manifold 
who grapples with 4 
valiant Knight deseribad by Ekkehard, 
overwlislmas them all! - ach & man fs 
oonscions of indwelling power, aud be 

Lin-stars but io himeel/. It is this con 
vioUou-—th's will-power—that has sus 
tained the world's lenders and heros 
it displays ttsell in CO dumbass snd 

Magellan, in Liviogston acd Carey, snd 
in all those, whether In peace or in war, 
at hon abroad, who have patiently 
| erseveringly and sell sncrifeingly 
abored, endur d and conquered. 1 
are the men whom we honor, these 
are the men wio honor the race by 
their aide how weak, mean and abject 
wppear those who have no energy, sod 

wlio seek to exterminate their selom 
nees by cursing thelr evil surrpundiogs 
Such an order of irresolute. crostures 

cannot but conden, and we cannot 

at condemn false and pernicious, 

wretched philosophy which brings 
the aid and comfort. 
Oa the foregoing grounds I rest my 

belief in man's moral agency, a in 
conclusion briefly romind ‘you af its 
solewn impprt. The Psalmist declares 

Jo shall be ‘willing in that Gad’ pec 
the day | His power,” or ss some 
writers lade it, on the day when He 
shall gathér his forces. When He 
manif:sts Himself either in the gof@n- 
cies of His Son's priesthood, as reveal- 

d. in the psalm, or in the hoar of 
triumph whea His enemics shall be 
subdued, they who are’His shall not be 
80 through compulsion; nor through an 
irresistible Omnipotence, but through 
their own free and deliberate choice. 
What you are, therefore, my people, 
through all eternity depends on your 
owu discision. Do you reply that you 
CALNGS renew yourselves, that yon can- 

not repair the damage which sin has 
wiought in your souls, and that you 

no more subdue the high waves of 
passion than Cavute could control the 
advancing tide? Trae, and yet are 
you responsible for your caoice. I do 
not claim that your volition can change 
your nature, but I do claim that you 
are accountable for it, as your volition 
decides whether your nature shall be 
brought within the influence of 
Heaven's grace ornot. Mere vclition 
never built a ship, or a house, won a 
battle or accomplished a voyage; and 
neither did it ever sanctify s soul. 
There is n difference between “will” 
and ‘ power.” The “will” to be saved 
is of men, the “power” is of God. Bat 
whosever wills cannot fail to find the 
power; for He has promised to confer 
on all such the water of life freely. 
Fx your choice then you are accouat- 
able, and ‘your eteraal destines ‘hang 
on your volition. This is the climax 
of our sermon, This is the conclusion 
I would have you contemplate honestly 
without shrinking. You can defy the 
Almighty ; you can resist all good in- 
fluences ; you can thrust from you the 
appeals of heaven; you can live irre- 
ligiously and die hopelessly; you cn 
make your life & blessing or a curse, 
and your death a triumph or defeat. 
“Which? Which is it to be?” ‘He 
hath set fire.and water before thee, 
stretch forth thy hand unto whither 
thou wilt.” “As live, saith the Lord 
God, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live: turn ye, turn 
ye, from your evil ways; for why will 
ye die, O house cf Israel?” It is for 
you, then, to come to a decisior, and I 
bave termed it ‘“‘great,” as it determ- 
ines your destiny for time and eternity. 
Bball it not be wisely made, as Joshua 
demanded of the Hebrews, “today” — 
this day, Now? Believe me, the mo- 
tion of your will toward the exalted 
Carist, will bring down upon your soul 
i in Horne to break from the 
world and from the tyranny and oppres- 
sion of iniquity. v ert 

“Will you to Mount Zion go? 
Will you seek the Lord or.no ?” 
—— 
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A zero by itself is not msich; buta 
sero in its proper place, doing its right 
work, patiently maintaining its pcsi- 
tion, helps mike ten, helps make one 
handred, belps to make an infinity of 
numbers, and, sithough the z2ro may 
never take the prize by i‘self, some of 
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accomplished, So, in this way of look 
ing at the matter, we may be sure that 
no true soul ever fails, that every noble 
etlort tells, and that victory somewhere 
is the sure award of a conscerated toil. 

Wa need to learn well the truth that 
only the Master's hand can bring out 
of ourjsouls the music that slumbers in 
them. A violin lirs on the table, 
silent and still. We know that it is 
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it yields only harsb, wailing diec)rds. 
Then a mestcr comes and takes 1t np. 
First hej u's the strings i) tune, and 
then he brings from the little imstru- 
ment most entrancing strains. Our 
lives are like this violis. They are 
cipable of proiutiog rich and beauti- 
ful melcdy. But they must be skillful 
hands that fou h the chords,—J. R. 
Miller, D. D. 
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well again. Through the use of 9 
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truth ¢ ver all count 
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