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—Ir is stated as “definitely under-
stood” that there is no intention of ap-
puinling a successor to Tennyson at

t; the frankly admitted reason
being that there is no living English
poet woarthy to wear the laurel last
worn by Wordsworth and Tennyson. It
is even asserted that the present gov-
ernment has an understanding with the
Conservatives to leave the vacancy un-
gilled until some more illgstrious bard
shall appear. r

—A NoTE received duri‘:' the week
from Pastor Wright,of PSnnfield, says:
“Another of our aged ministers has
passed asay from earth. Rev.James
Trimble died on Saturday, Feb. 17, at
the advanced age of 77 years. For
some time Bro. Trimble has not been
engaged in the active work of the min-
istry on account of failing health. A
suitable sketch of*the life and labors
of our departed brother will be furnish-
ed for publieation in the MESENGER
AND VIsrToR.”

— Tue Mooby meetings in progress
in Washir gton, D. C., are described as
being the great event of the month in
that city. The theatrical and concert
performance, though employing first-
olase talent, feel the effects of the un-
wonted competition. The absence of
undue excitement and the deliberate
character of the responses to the evan-
gelist's appeals indicates, it is said, that
the interest awakened will be of astable
and permanent character. One of the
best signs of the revival ia the notice-
able improvément in the number in
attendance on church sebviées general-
ly throughout the city:

—Tre Chicago Advance statcs that
Mr. Moody is suffering from some
form of heart trouble which is of- so
serious & pature that it is feared he
will‘besprevanted from ydoing much,
more preaching. This will be heard
with surprise and pain by many thou-
sands of people.” Mr, Moody has al-
ways appeared to bea man of so mag-
nificent physique that no one has
thought of him as likely to break
down for many years yet. The past
year has been one of great activity for
Mr. Moody, and the heavy and contin-
nous strain upon him, it’appears’ has

d even his kable powers
of endurance. It .is said that he bas
been compelled to cancel his engage-
ments for meetings in London as well
aa in the United States. Many will
hope and pray that rest may restore
him and that the great evangelist may
long be spared with strength to preach
the gospel in which he,so egmestly be-
lieves. >

—Roperr G. INGERSOLL still makes
war upon Christianity and the churches.
But spite of all the dislectic subticty
and burning eloquence of this silver-
tongued oratof, Christianity has not
succumbed and the churches live and
flourish. Mz, Ingemoll has of late
been lecturing in Chicago upon his
favorite theme, employing his well-
worn arguments to prove the folly and
futility of the Christian faith. The
Chicago correspondent of the Congre-
gationakist says that “the St. Louis
Globe-Demoorat, s secular paper, has
been at pains to gather upthe statistics’
a8 t0 the growth of the churches insever
al states while the great unbeliever has
been leveling his shafts agsinst them.
The conversions this winter in Illinois,
Missouri, Kansas, Texas and Arkansas,
only taking returns from comparative
ly a fow counties aggregate 54,000,
with over 49,000 actoal sdditions to
thochurches. The editor pertinently re
marks that inthe yresence of the facts
Clirlstianity exhibits few signs of dy
g out or of losing its hold upon the
people.”’

Ir is not oconsidered. polite, we
suppose, to say much sbout ope's per-
sonal apparel but the MEssEwoEn AND
Visimon hopes 10 be panioned for ‘call-
fng sttention to the fact that it appeam
in this issue in & new dress of typo,
wlilch we hope our readers will pro-
nounece both handsome and becoming.
The MussENoER AXD VISITOR confesscs
that it enjoya getting into ita new dress,
partly because it likes tojlook well, and
especially because the new type will
enablg its readers to read it with great-
er ease; and theref to ap i it

But now our enterprising printer, Mr.G.
‘W. Day, having supplied himself with a
completely new set of type, we have the
satisfaction of knowing that our read-
ers will not be under any necessity of
endangering their eyesight in gathering
the contents of our columns. And now
if you enjoy your MESFENGER AND VisI-
TOR, will you not encourage us by get-
ting your neighbor who does not take
the paper to become one of our sub-
scribers ?

—THE notice which appears in our
obituary column of the death of Deacon
William Thomas, of Canard, vividly
recallsfthe scenes of other days and re-
minds us how time is flying. Often in
ourgollege days,with George, one of our
best Acadia friends, we visited the hos-
pitable Thomas farmhouse, nestling
in § retired spot amid orchards and
fertile fields—@eorge, the” eldest son
and pride of the family, who bébame a
minister of the gospel,a man.of ability
and promise, but in. the midst of
his early ministry, with many bright
hopes unfulfilled, stricken down'to die,
—a sad loss and bitter affliction to the
family. Frequently in those old'daye,
and sometimes since, we enjoyed the
generous hospitality of that pleasant
home, Those visits are recalled as grate-
ful ries. And now thed who,
when we knew him first, was full of the
vigor of stalwart manhood, has accom-
plished his pilgrimage of four score
years and has gone to his rest—gone to
be with the son whom he loved so well
and the Saviour whom he served. May

tain herwho was for 40 fiany years the
partner of his joys and sorrowashd who
now, lonely in widowhood, remalns, for
a little yet on this side that river be-
yond which—for the christian—are life
and light eternal.

— How a man.can live the double
life which some men seem to live, how
aman can appear as a saint in his
home and in the church and be & scoun-
drel in business or politics or other re-
lations of his life, it is not easy for the
ordinary mind to understand. And yet
it is' no more strange than true that
some men, while steeped to the eyes in
villainy, can appear so religious as
quite to deceive othérs and in & meas-
sure, perhaps, to-deceive themselves.
McKane, “the Cear of Gravesend,” of
whose exploits and experiences some
account is given in another paragraph
seems to have been an examplé of this.
In addition to his political villainies,it
is said that he protected the race
course and the prize ring, secured im-
munity for the saloons 'and helped to
make Gravesend aresort of gamblers,
prize-fighters and men of that charac-
ter. Yet he seems to have thought
there "was nothing incongruous with
all this in his being an active mem-
ber of a church, using his money
freely to promote its interests and
superintending its Bunday-school. Of
course it may be said that the man was
a cool and ealculating hypoerite, em-
playing a religious profession asa cloak
for his multiform iniquities. But from
all that is said of the man and his his-
tory, it would rather appear that his
was o case of & man living & double
life, unconscious or wilfully blinded to
the fact that his profession and his
practice were in utter conflict with
each other, What is perhaps & atill
more remarkable and melancholy thing
is,that any Christian church ocould

by lending its endorsement to his life.
But is there not reason to fear that that
Methodist Episcopal church of Graves-
end, of whose Bunday-school Boss. Mo-
Kane was superintendent, is not the
only example of the kind ?
fact that there are a great

find endomsement

fluence of which they are possessed !
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England,

well educated lads,
father's place.

the more highly. And it is certainly
very pleasant thing to be appreciated.
It {s of course a still better thing to re-
‘serve sppreciation, which the Messkx-
GER AND VISITOR at least always aims
todo. To tell the truth, we have been
just a little mortified of late about our
dress. We were aware that it was be-
giuning to look shabby, and though
none of cur readers, have complgined,
wohave felt, that sometimes the print

ment has become seriously divi
the question of the mai

navy.
cidadly
tures.

says that Mr.
but it l; certain that he wi

the God of all grace and comfort sus- ¢

el such & man so to deceive himself

In it not &
many’
churches, and some Baptist churches
among them, in which men of evil life
or their iniquities,
beciause of the wealth and worldly in-

The Ameer of Afghanistan is
again thinking of paying a visit to
and becoming an unwelcome
guest of the queen. An effort will be
made to induce his two sons, who are
to " take  their

—The London Globe makes the un-
qualified statement that the govern-
of t?,: cause three out of six of the judges had
Mr. Gladstone is said to be de-
obposed to increased expendi-

— Mr. Yates, in the London World,
Gladstone may or may
not resign office before the {w is up;

11 even more

PASSING EVENTS

HE decision of the Supreme Court
of the Dominion in the Manitoba
Schools case has been announced. Itis |
given in the form of gnswers to certain |
questions submifted to the court by
the Dominion government, and cover-
ing all the points involved. The de-
cision is to the effect that the govern-
ment has no power to interfere in the
matter on behalf of the Catholic minor-
ity in Manitoba and in answer to thir
appeal, to affor | redress from injustice
alleged to be suffered unler the pn»'
sent Manitoba school law. This is not |
the unanimous judgment of the court, l
for the judges are divided in opinion,
three to two. Chief-Justice Strong
with Judges Taschereau and Gwynne
support this decision; while Judges !
Fournier and King take the oppesite
view and hold that the gov mment
possesses & constitutional right of In
terference, I[n order that our readers
may the better understand the present
situation in reapect to this vexed ques
tion, we quate from the Bt. John Sus »
brief histury of tlee matter which we
believe states the cang correctly
The Manitoba achobl act was passed
in 1890 with the strong oppesition of
the Ruman Catholio population and of
a considerable portion of the Anglican,
includiog the Bishop of Rupert's Land.
It was T}’ ixnlinedi:te y p-A:.‘i‘n(o
0] tion. e minurity a) Jo
()m‘ for di-llunncz -E\“r‘nl ﬂlw
same time appealed to the courts
the measure. It was claimed
t the act was invalid becsuse it vio-

the of the Canadian consti~
tution, whi xovides that while the
k!mﬂmhllognluumn have power to

'deal with educati m, they are forbidden
to make laws “prejudicially aflecting
any right or privilege with res)
to . denominational schools which
any, olass of persons have by law in
the province at the union.”” The act
constituting thegprovince of. Manitoba,
which was y some years later than
the union act, gepeats this pr hibition,
adding the words “‘or practice” to the
words “by law.” The courts were asked
to declare that the Munitoba School
act did affect thess rights and privil ¥
was, therefore, invalid, Jtﬁ“e
Killan of Manitobs was asked to quus
. Winni‘l:f by-law made under the act.
He deci that the school act was
xood.. On .ppeal the bench of Mani-
toba, theee against one, confirmed his
decision, the dissenter being Judge
Dubug, the only French-Canadian in
in the court: But on the appeal to Ot-

tawas this decision of the court
was reversed and that of Judge
Dubuc sustained.  Chief - Justice
Ritchie and Jud, Strong, Patter-

son, Fournier and Taschereau agreed
in pronouncing the law ulira vires and
consequently invalid. Then a new,
start was made. The first appeal had
been taken by a Roman Catholic citi-
zen. The second ws made by a mem-
ber of the Church .f England, who
moved the Manitoba court to quash an-
other school by-law. The Manitoba
judges on this hearing said that the case
was the same as the previous one in
which they had been overruled by the
federal court. They now felt obliged
to follow the decision of the higher
bench and gave the order sought. th
cases, “the city of Winnipeg vs. Bar-
rett,” and “the offy of \binuipelg .
" were now & ried '.}L‘) the Privy
d the decisi

| Imperial Privy Council and the opin- copying.

ions of Justices Fournier and I\'ing\

should fbe confirmed by the Supreme
Court of Appeal, it is more than doubt- |
ful if the government would ask parlia-
ment to interfere, and there is pr bably
still less reason to suppose that parlia-
ment, as at present constituted, would
favorably consider such a request. The
probability is not very strong, we judge,
that the case will obtain the decision of
the Privy Council. because, for one rea-
som, it isdoubtful ifthat bodywould con-
sider it, since it is not regularly a case in
law, and further because the Dominion
government is rrobably well-contented
to have the matter rest where it is

'I‘IIK commercial treaty - betw
many and Russia

n Ger
recently signed
by the representatives of the two coun-
tries; has been much discussed and i
oonsldered & matter of very consider
whle sighificance in European affairs.
This German-Russian commercinl alli-
ance may now be regarded aa an accom-
plished fact, the German Bundesrath,
the supreme council of the nation, hav-
ing approved it, and & majority for it
in the Reichatag being peactionlly s
The treaty, it is believed, will
sdvantage on both
It will secure for Germany
an improved market for her munufac.
tures and chesper breadstuffs for her
people, whilo corresponding benefits
will be reaped by Russia. Natumlly
the agragrian or bread-producing inters
ests in Germany are strongly oppdeed
to the treaty, but the opposition from
this source is not sufficiently powerful
to prevent the treaty being-carried into
effect. This German-Russian alliance
may seriously affect the rest of Europe
as well as the two countries immediate-
ly concerned. Itis certain that France
is not elated at the spectacle of such an
alliance between her direst'enemy and
the nation which she had fondly re-
garded as her dearest friend. It is more
than suspected that the mood of the
French people to-day toward  Russis is
quite in contrast with that rapturous
joy ‘with which, a few months ago, they
received and feted the representatives
of that country’s naval powers. The
treaty with Russia is ascribed largely
to Emperor William. It is in accord-
ance with the old Bismarckian policy,
and not unlikely may have had some-
thing to do with the reconciliation be-
tween the kaiser and the ex-chancellor.
If the result of the commercial rela-
tions into which the two countries are
emerink)m\‘o mutually advantageous,
it will of course tend to maintain
friendly relations between them, and
thereby strengthen the probabilities of
continued peace in Europe. It is
thought in some quarters that the com-
mercial treaty may not unlikely lead to
a politieal alliance between Russia and
Germany, and to a triple alliance, in-
cluding these two countries, with Aus-
tria.

sured
confex. important
eountries
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THE conviction of John Y. McKane,

lc'g(‘x:gh, which
iven at Ottawa and confirmed the va-
idity of the Munitoba school act.

The constitutionality of the Manito-
ba 8chool Act of 1890 was thus beyond
question established. But, admitting
this, it was still held that, on the
ground of certain clauses of the B. N.
A. Act, by which the Dominion was
constituted, and the Manitoba Act by
which the province was. constituted,
the interference of the Dominion gov
ernment might constitutionally be
sought and exercised. These clauses
provide for an appeal to the governor
general in council in oases in which
the rights or privileges of & Roman
Oatholic minority sro prejudicially
affected by provinoial legislation. On
these grounds the appeal was made.
The matter was submitted to the su-
preme Court for & decision as to the
powers of the government in the matter,
and with the repulta which have
been stated. It rJ scarcely be said,
we suppose, that this decision has any
binding eflect upon the government or
any other body. If, for other reasons,
the government were strongly disposed
to interfere by way of remedial legisla-
tion in the case, it is not probable that
it would be deterzed from doing so be.

decided that it had no power to do so.
(Judge Bedgwick, who, as deputy min-
ister of justice, had been concerned in
the preparation of the case, took no part
in thedecision.) The is of

the G d “boss,"” and hissen-
tence to six years in Sing-Sing. is a tri-
umph of justice over the subtlety and
villany of the corrupt politician. The
triumph is 80 rare remarkable in
New York or its vicinity that the nows
of it has been received with express
of gratification by the better elementa
of the population all over the United
States, and in 1*| ne well. The
citisens of New York, and Brooklyn
enpecially, have felt a profound intee
est {n the trial, and the helief is contt
dently expressed that th result of it s
which it will
By his wealth
and the peovlisr mothods of the civie
boss, of which he was & consummats
master, MoKane in
odablishing for hinwell in the ‘own of
Gravesend, o suburb of Brooklyn
autocracy, the sbsolute charscter of
which the Cear of Russia might have en
vied. The course of actiow on the part of
MoKane which led tohis prosecution and
conviction consisted in the inflstion
1ast November, by unlawful mesns, of
the vote, which he al
most completely controlled, ant the
prevention by fraud and force of any
inspection of the lists, though the
scrutineers were armed with an injune-
tion from the Supreme Court of the
state, inhibiting McKane and his men
from interfering with them. Believ-
ing himself omnipotent in Gravesend,
the audacious McKane defied the

a blow to bossism . from

not be able to recover

had  succeeded

Gravesend

course pleased to have an additional
reason for declining to do what, no

Parli a8 he
the burdens of increasing years.
take

waa not o legible as they could desire.

aparilla.

than heretofore absent himself from
is 8 | doubt, it still would have declined to

The best medical suthorities say the
proper.way to treat oatarrh is to a
conatitutional remedy like Hood's Bars-

do, had the decision of the SBupreme
Court Judges been the reveme of
that , which they have given, and

8 Court and had the scrutineers
thrown into prison. The charge on
which he was tried and icted was

If the forcés represented in
the prosecution in this casc shall snc
ceed in convincing the boss of Graves-
end and others of his kind that bossism is

| $ 3o >
! not omnipotent in New York and ecan

not alw
who desire

lefy justice and law, those
the well-being of society
will have much reason to rejoice. But
McKane has wealth. It is not ehsy to
send a man to prison who can offer bail
to the amount of millions. A judge of
the Bupreme Court has ordered a stay
in the execution of the sentence and
the case is to be argued before him. It
is quite possible after all that the boss
of Gravesend will not go to Sing-Sing.

THH Anarchists continue active in

Europe, and Paris, since the execu-
ion of Vaillant, has been more or less in
astate of terror. Bombs have been set
in different hotcls. In one case an ex-
plosion oceurred, seriously injuring
tliree pemons, one of whom has since
died. In another the bomb was discov-
ered and an explosion prevented.

In
these cases the plots of the Anarchists
haye been directed against the lives of

ocertain Commissaries of Police. Their
scheme was to set a bomb in a roon: of
an hotel and then send a message to
the commissary which would cause
him to visit the room, when, on his en-
trance, it was supposed the bomb would
explode with fatal effect.  In neither
cases, however, was the plot successful.
The police have made & number of ar
rests, but it does not appear that any-
thing very definite has been ascertained
in regard to the perpetrators of the out-

8ham bombs have been found
by the police in &ertain quarters,
whether placed by anarchists or by
practical jokers doés not appear.
Paris is said to be panicstricken.
Everybody carrying a parcel is suspect-
ed, and watched by the police.

d to be an hil
with an infernal machine. A man,
carrying a tin box under his arm and

a policeman, was arrested. The box
London, too has had a mild excitement

ever, seems to be a case of an anarchist
being “hoi. t with his own petard.” A
‘man named Bourdin was found by the
police in Greenwich Park terribly man-
gled by the explosion of a bomb which
he had been carrying. He lived but a
short time after being removed toa
hospital. The man is known to have
been an anarchist. Just what he in-
tended to do with the ipfernal machine
which caused his deat}j, is not’ certain.
It is supposed that he Had designs upon
the Observatory. The governnient and
the London police continue to pursue
the policy of taking liftle notice of the
demonstrations of the anarchists, so
long as they do not proceed to actual
violence, believing that bharsh mens-
ures would but win for them notoriety
and sympathy. But the police keep n
vigilant watch on all their movements.
lN connection with British politics

there bave been no very startling
developmenta reported during the past
week. There appears to be no prospect

W.B.M.U.

MOTTO FOK THE YEAR

“Lord what wiit Thou have me to do."

Contributors 10 this column will please uds
v{rw)-: M taker, 811 Princess Stroet, St. John,

PEAY¥I: TOPIC FOR FERRTARY.
Thauksglving for the good news from Chica-
cale and Keim-dy ; prayer for a stendy increase
of the blessing, und that we at home may be
rondy 1o reccive it

Mr, Kelly in Burma.

A former pastor of Leinster 8t., 8t.
Jobn, Rev. E. W. Kelly, is again_ set-
tled at his loved work in Burma. Mr.
and M. Kelly arrived at Rangoon,
Oct. 8, aftcr o passage from Chicago of
only 43 days, although the journey was
made via China and Japan. Mr. Kelly
has charge of the Burman Mission in
Rangoon.and: the surrounding country.
Rangoon is the principal port in Burma,
and has a population of 181,200. There
is,in the city, a flourishing Baptist
college, which is soon to become affili-

ated’to the Univemsity of Calcutta.

The Blind tn Madras,
There are in Madms presidency 38,

733 people whose eyes are closed to the
light of day.
hearts of His people the determination
16 give to them the news of the Sun of
Righteousness. Stepe are being taken
to transiaté portions of the Word of
God into their language by means of a
raised alphabet, that they who afe
now in darkness may sce the Great
Light.
gratitude from the hearts of ‘all Chris-
tians.

God has put into the

This movement will call forth

“Gentiles shall come to Thy light,

and kings to the brightness of Thy
rini

Ifany-
one is seen carrying a metal hox be is
armed
declining to open it at the commané of

was opened and found to contain paints.

over the explosion of a bomb. This, how-

Notice.

How familiar.the word sounds!
Memory takes us back te the time when
we fimst beard it. Bagk to the fimst
dawn of recollection. Back ere we left
the nursery ; days when we knew of
only three places outside of home—
Heaven, England and India. We loved
Heaven because our Saviour was there;
we revered England because our Queen

that the breach betwoen the government
atid the hovse of lords will becomve less
formidable, - On the other hand (here

the part of the Libersls to join fea
with the Lords on the questions now

oede from the positions taken
Tuesday of last week the Hoose of
Commaons, on mofion of Mr. Gladstone,
voted to tejoot the Lond's smendmong
to the Kiployem' Liability BHL In
making this motion Mr. Gladstone de
livered a fiftoen-minute speech, which,

while oo moderate in tone o plesse
the Radicals, sppears (o be re
garded a8 guage of  battle
thrown to the heredifary chamber
and 4  ohallenge to  the Lorda

submit to the people of Great Britain
the question whether the hereditary
braneh of parlinment shall continue to
antagonize and defeat the will of the
people, expressed through their own
ropresentatives. Mr. Gladstone con-
tended, in reference to the measure be-
fore the House, that the amendments
of the Lords had practically robbed it
of value as a popular messure,
The Government, he said, must con-
front the facta before them, acting in
conformity with what they believed to
be the best interests of the people
the di‘nit&) of the ition of the
House of Commons. e Daily News,
commenting on the Premier's speech,
says: Mr. Gladstone was nudx_onll_\}
of

that of procuring, aiding and sbetting

if the questions should come before the

ecrtain inspectors of Gravesend to refuse

to obey the law requiring the lists of

registered voters to be kept sccessible

to the public for examination or foe
0

the
his words is unmistakable, and will be

appreociated by the country. They as-
sert the ty of the people and
deny the right of hereditary legislators

to answer

or anybody except them-
selves.

is ovidently s frm determination on!

before parlisment, unless they shiilre |
o |

i
l
|

I
|

was there, and we pitied India because
idolatry was therc. £

There is no deeper passion in the

heart of a little child than pity. How
our hearts did ache for those innocent
babes whose mothers threw them into
the river Ganges, where they were eat-
en by frightful alligators.
more agonizing the thought the cremat-

And yet

ing of their living widows. “From

Greenland's icy mountain, from India's
coral strand,” was one of the first
hymns we learned, and. young as we

were we cinphasized the words,
“Waft, waft ye winds His story.”
How eagerly in our youthfal

days we dropped our coppers into
the missionary box, for our infantile
pity had not abated, and zeal had in-
oreased with our years. We must help
send the Wond of Life and Light to
Again,
in after yeam, when the gospel was
precious to our own sonl, we pmyed
that India might know of ite precious
truths, and the dumb idols of her land
be destroyod and the livieg and troe
God alone womhipped.  And now, in
these later years, as wo compare the
past condition of Indin with the pre-
sont, what » change? Truly wo can
Whist hath God wrought ™' “The
morning light s breaking, the darkness
No hager do croodiles
fesat on human food ar the fire con
vietim. Fogland's
made those cruel dends
things of the pust. - With juy we think
of our own Iand uniting with Eogland
and other gountrien in not only allevi
wting Indin's sufferings but polnting
her 1o the better way that lesds to
pesce and happiness in this life, and to
everlasting bliss in the world to come
Another thought checrs quite »
goodly number of our own ruissionaries
are in Indin sowing the good seed, while
we, with them, are watching and wait-
ing for it to spring up and fill the whole
land with its blessed fruit. Oh India,
& the years roll on, thou art hecoming
dearer and nearer to us!  No longer do
we say that *“far ol heathen land.” 8o
many things tend to bring her nigh. -
By the aid of modern inventions whe ;}
scems geographically nearer.  Scarcely
has the shrill whistle of the steambuoat
rolled from our shore when it is heardd,
on Hindoo's shore, and making us the''
more anxious to clasp the hands of ou
dusky sisters; also giving us greater
faith that we shall clasp the hands of
many of them in that land where dark-
ness and superstition are not known,
for the Lamb s the light thereof.

Tovisa Brows.

those faroff benighted ones.

aay,
desnppears

sume the

living

luws  have

us




