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- HOME MISSIONS. _
BIBLE PRINCIPLES.

The Lord your God hath given you
rest . . . ... but ye shall pass Lefore
your brethren armed, all the mighty men
of valor, and help them untll the Lord
bath given your brethren rest, as he hath
s:-n you and they also have possessed

Iand which the Lord j our God giveth
them,

Thess words spoken to the Reubenites,
Gadites and 1o the half tribe of Manasseh
by Joshus (see Joshua | :12) may appro-

y bo addressed to the strong self-
.y ng churches today., The Lord
w:-ynu rest.  You have comfort-
able of worship in which t6 as-
semble and falthful pastors to preach
the word every Lord's day. Now help
your brethren of the weak ohuroh:
their offorts 10 take possession of
ortlon of the land. Listle bands of
Eﬂhm at Lanenburg, Sydoey and oth
or places are ling bard to possess
the land whioh the Lord your Gl giveth
Help them brethren of the strong
churohes by contributing liberslly to
Home Missions so that the Board mny
be in & position to give thent the nesded
Aasistance.

“Go your way, and tell John what
things ye have seen and heard ; how that
the blind see, the lame walk, the lepors
aro cleansed, the deaf here, the dead are
raised, to the poor the gospel is
preached.”

80 said sho Christ to the messengers
of John the Baptist who came with the
enquiry “Art thou'he that should come
or‘fook we for another.” He put it forth
a8 one of the proofs of his Messiahship
that the gospel was boing preached by
him to the poor. If ‘we would imitate

, Christ we must see to it that we give the

ﬁupo‘ to the poor.  This is the work of
lome' Missions. The poor of this world,
rich in faith, are those whom God chooses
a8 heirs of the Kingdom. He fillel
poor with good things while the rio
sent empty away. X

“And yeshall be witnesses to me both
in Jerusalem, aud in all Judea, and in
Samaria I'{ld unto the uttermost parts of
the earth.” Acts 1: 8.

Here is the Divine order in witnessin
for Christ or preaching the gospel »First,
local work ; secondly Provincial work ;and
thirdly world-wide work. It is not wise
to disregard the order and pass over the
:l’o first, nor should the last be neglect

rovideth not for his own,
and specially his own house¢hold he hath
denied the faith and is worse than an un.
believer.” | Tim 5: 8,

Does not this. principle crequite us Lo
oare for the weak ohurches, . They a
our own-they belong to oyr household
~to the denomination hoy have a
speoial olaim upon us. It we do not care
for them thay will not beoared for. 1f
they are to live and grow as Baptist
churohes the care they need must be
given them by the Home Misslon Board

“But if any r
i

- e e
ENCOURAGENENTS TO HOME MISSION
WORK.

DY THN SECRRPARY.

1. The first enconragement to which
wo oall attention is the promise of the
Master “Lo, | am with you nlway, even
unto the end of the world.” We are ac
customed o quote this with -rwlll ref

t

erence to Foreign Missions. belongs
as much, however, to the worker at
home as to the worker abroad. In giv-

ing the commission he took oare, no-
oording to Luke, 10 instruct thy disciples
to witness for him in Jerusalem and
Juden and Saemaria, as well as the uiter.
most part of the earth.
He was with his disciples as they did
Home Mission work in Jerusalem and
Judea, and whare sure thut he keeps
His promiss to the Home Missionary
today. ’

2. A second enouragement to Home
Mission work is the field of opera
This is work among the poor rather than
the rich, This is true whether the mis-
sionary labor in the city or the country.
Experience has shown this to be the
most hopeful place for soul-winnfhg.
P.ul's testimoly is “not any wise alter
the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble are oalled.” It is not usually the
rich church of the city, with its eloquent
pastor, fine choir and complete appoint-
ments, that wins the largest -number of
converts, We hdve even known the
little mission Baptist ‘church gather in
more than all the other Baptist churches
of the oity.

3 The appreciation with which the
work and the workers is received is
another encouragement iu the prosecu
tion of this work. In no other depart
ment of christian work is there so nuch
of appreciation on the part of those for
whom the efforts are made as in this.
‘The weak churches fi

5

We know that |

baptisms reported in Ontario last year
more than one half gere from Home
Mission fields 14

#This work hna always been sucoessful
in these provinoes. Hefore the days of
organised offirt when the “Fathers" as
we are acoustomed to oall them, went
forth aa the Spirit prompted them, their
efforts were crowned with rioh blessings
To these mission tours, we owe many of
our best churches today, Ever since
1814, when the work was formally taken
up by the denomination, the blessing
has not been wanting.  Then, according
to the minutes, we had 20 ohurches
with & memborship of 1,494 Now we
have 400 churo with 45,100 members
Vory muoh of this inorease s due to
Home Mision work. How much it is

SYDNEY, C B, 1

The Ohurch at Byduey, O. B., reprosented in this
modest and tasteful {n appearauce

proved modern a'yle The audience s+ate 300 and by
dated. The total cond ‘meluding site and furnish ngs

APTIST CHUROH

avd the tuterior neat and contfurthbie

s

o King Ny

We have long wished to see all our

ground among a people who un"dernlun .

mission fields supplied with

Inbor.

belore, much nearer than we hoped to |
be a short time ago. This is du @
se in the supply of laborers, I
former years we have had abundance of
men after the schools closed; this year
the supply has kept up through the
slbtumn fod winter. Tt looks now as if
we ootld keep our fields constantly sup
pliéd with laborers if only the money can
be found to’help the urches sup-
port them.

3. There is an ine ing desire on the
part of the mission churches to make up
a8 much of their pastors’ salaries as pos-
#ibly, and to hecome salf-supportin
%0011 as they can. Three of the fields in

\

We are nearer to it now than ever [

he ord of religion. Vice and
digsipation of all kinds would be indulged
in witbout shame, business would stead-
iy decline  and general squalor over-
-rrvnd the entire community. Let the
H: M. Board send a consecrated mission-
ary to such a place and with God's bless-

lng what a change in that community
hroogh the publication of “‘glad tid-
ings” not only would -the sweet songs of
Zien be heard in place of the drunkard’s
rude mirth, butsigns of material comfort
waould surely appear on “every side.
Homes b bare and desolate would
become neat and cheerful ; paint would
adorn the buildings, trade revive and an
orh of prosperity begin '‘So the carpenter
enoou. the goldsmith and he that
) with the hammer bim that

cut, was dedioated Des, 9th, 1804, The exterior s
(4 40 bulit and equipped fa
rowing op 0 the leckare room 300 can be
nabout §4,800 »

impossible to tell because the records
are wanting, This we do know, how-
ever, since 1880, thirty-six churches have
been organized and 6,056 baptized by the
missionarfes sent out by the Home Mis
sion Board. Orthe 18,700 baptisms re.
ported by onr churches during the last
ten years 4,631 or nearly one fourth were
in connection with our - Home Mission
work -
“‘This Is seen also in the growth of the
woak ohurchés. Somel s it is snid
that it is no use to lp the wesk
churches for they will always remmnin
weak. This may be trhe o some cases
for the constant removals prevent
growth, but it is not true in all, Nin
teen of the groups in N, 8 that ha
been on our mission roll since 1882, hav-
ing in all 33 chirchey, are now self sus
taining. In 1882 these 10 fields gaye
$652.48 "0 our denominational work.
Last year they gnave $1,606.

8, Another encouragement to Home
Mission work is seen in the reflex bene-
fita. that proceed from it. There are
always reflox benefits from all work for
Christ. In many oases however these
are spiritual rather than material. Io |
the oase of Houre Mission work they are
material as well as spiritual, We oando |
litle more than name these at present : |

(1) It cements the denomination ,by
bringing the strong ohurches to feel an
interest in the weak churches, and the
weak ohurches to think kindly of the
strong churches because of the help
given thew

(2) It strengthens the deSomination
by Incressing the number of the
churches, and building up many weak
ones into self sustaining churches, by
supplying manv valuable members for
the sirong churches, especially ol the
towns and oities, and by furnishing many
good men for our ministry.

Seecing then that there am so many
things to encournge we appeal to all who
love our Lord Jesus Christ and desire
the advancement of his cause to contri
bute liberally towards removing the deht
of $2,000 that now hinders the Bourd in
the prosecution of tiily work, and to con
tinue & generous support in time to
o0

ome,
Wolf¥ille, N. 8
LR ST =
fHome Misslon Work in Nova fcotla
and P. K. Island,

The condition of our Home Mission
work in Nova Scotia and P. E. Island, is
in many respeots in & most encouraging
condition, more so in fact, than at any
time during my acquaintance with it,

I. The churches nre conveniently

uped. Some of the groups are too
mo. perhaps, and did funds permit
would be divided, but all the churches
are included in sonie one of the groups,
and receive at least a ahare of the pas
tor’s labors. ‘This matter of holding our
weak churches together in groups, most
convenlent for working, is & much easier
matter than it was a few years ago. The

hes are coming to understand that
there is such a thing as inter-dependence
as well as: independence, and that
hurches as well as individuals are to

Qmsel - The fos fin:

ple ready to welvomesthem 1o their
ma. and in most oases r to hear
the word of Jife.
“lenders” of

giadly’
e s

4. A fout

While a few of the

manifested by their.
cHatanoes 1o hear it.

look not only to their own things, bat
also on the things of others. Now and
‘then something oocurs to break off a
ohurch from the gioup to which it
naturally belongs, but it soon falls back

n.

2 The qkurches are well supplied
with ministerial labor.

The five miseion interests on P. E, Is
land all have men to minister to them.
So have twemty-two of the flelds in Nova

Two have su pll"::nd one now

%ﬁ
]

Nova Soofia and one in P. E. Island, that
received aid last year, are supporting
their pastors this year, and others are
expecting to assume the burden of self
support in the nen future, There is
oHen a d-nger of dependent churches
being willing to remain dependent. The
manifestation of a readiness to carry all
their own burden is therefore most
gratifying, espeoinily when along with
this the churches continue and even in-

crease the amount of their vfferings for
dengminntional work s

4. Besides the pastoral supply above
reforred to, Fro. Macpel, General Mis-|
sionary, is constantly st work holding !
special services at places that seem
most to need his services.  Applications
for these services are mors numerous |
than can be attended to. We desire |
that his labo¥ be used especially for |
opening up or developing ne« interests, |
or in hitung up churehes that for some |
reason lave falien into s weak
siate

Committes, Rev. D G, McDonald, has
been appointed to laborin, Halifax Coun-
ty. Itis expected that his Inbors will be
in the direction of opening up. new inter-
ests as well as to stiengthening old ones.

the conviction grows upon us that we
have not heen as vggressive as we should
be in our Home Mission work, True we
have always trivd toenter opén doors,
but by resson of lnck of funds and labor-
ers wo have not pushed - ut ns much as
we should: The blessing that has al-
ways followed ¢fforts to enten new felds
should encourage us 1o attempt greater
things in this direction,

Such then in brief is the present.con
dition of our work in Nova Scotia and P,
E. Island.  Shall we go baok- from  this
position or shnll we advance ?

Brethren

and sistors it is for you to answer this
question. It you wiil come forward and
pay off that $2,000 debt and continue n

generous support (o the work all.will be
well, otherwise wo shall again have_to
eall o halt or even to order » retreat
What say you? 1he Master says (
Will you say, HALT
TREAT ? A. Col

Woltville, N. 8., Feb,

Home Misslon Work as Related to the
Wellare of our Country.

MEY H, FOSRAY,

When our Homo Mission Roard makes”
an.appeal for money to help oarry for-
ward the work intrusted to it by ghe de
nomination, the appealshould meet with
a quick and generons response, not only
from the members of the churches, but
from all the people. No doubt there
will be deeper and mwe general sym.
pathy with the work of the Board and
more Jiberal giving into its treasury, so
soon s the work of spreading the gospel
is seen to be rpl-ws 0" every depart.
ment of indastrial life, anfl so vitally re.
lated to themi that it can be truly ssid to
lie at the basis of all real prosperity. It
i true the chief aim of.mission work is,
and always must be, the salvation of
souls and the blessing of God's people
spiritually. Butitis also true that the
enlargement and edification of weak
churches is not all the Home missionary
aims toaccomplish, nor is that all thut
results from the preaching of the gospel
and the regular services of God’s house
in a community. - Wherewer the mission-

ses he carries with him the leaven
with which to leaven the entire popula-
tion with those principles which underlip

thrift and good government. I am sure
not one of the many who give seldom or
grudgingly to oar Hoille Mission work

wmo‘uld give his vol: for fmluulng
work, haeause the cond! things

result from oeasing to
lize U }n‘phaun be apparent

:

{

| even an thy soul prespereth.”

'nll-kly!
By the ndvice of the [alifax >lri« P

Sin against God and man rapidly gains

smote the anvil, saying it is ready for
the soldering and he fastened it with
nalls that it should not be moved.”
When the prosphet would still further ex-
Patiate on the blessings of Mission's
relgn be oalls the attention of the people
AgAin to the material benefits of religion
88 a proof of God's love and meroy—
“The wilderness and solitary places shall
be glad for them aad the desert shall
rejoice and blossom us the rose. /1 will
paot in the wilderness the cedar, the
shittah tree and the myrtle nnd the oil
tree, | will set in the desert the fir
tree and.the pine and the box tree to-
gether, that they may see and know and
cohsider amd wnder stawd together that
the howd of the Lovd hath gewe this."

It the blessings und befiefits of oivil
ized life be not traceable to religion,
then to what source can we trace them.
As the Foreign Missionary opens heathen
lands (0 the commerce of eivilized coun-
tries and s0 enlarges the trade ef the
world, and causes the desolate wastes of
beathenism to smile with the comforts
of christian nations, so the Home Mis:
lh)mn{ by enlightening the minds,
cleansing the hearts and refor
lives of the people, stimula!
industry and ohanges the very face of
nature about him. Religion makes bet-
ter farmers, better mechanics, better
tradosinen and befter professional mea,
How few among the people have intel-
ligently grasped this idea‘of the depend-
epee ol material upon spiritual prosper-
ity. Beoause the prople have not clearly
seen this truth the bearer of good tidings
is oiten poorly and grudgingly paid and
our H. M, Board is left to wrestle with
An empty treasury. it would not be
difficult W show that a community oan
riss as high, and no higher in material
wp--my than in' spiritual life. This

is just as it sbpuld be. The Apostle
John in writing to his well beloved Gaius
could* wish him no more than this, “That
thou mayest be' in health and prosper
Education
and refinement cannot take the place of
religion, nor the schoolmaster of the mis-
sionary as factars in the problem of our |
country’s advancement. Religion is the |
plonecr und education follows jn its |
wake. s |

Ihe work of llome Missions contri-
butes to the welfure of the country in
Another way, viz : by sending into .mr]
towns and o ties from the country districts |
young men and women whose characters
are firmly fixed npon principles of christ-
isn morality and truth.  Muny of thess
young people heing honest and religious
are admitted 10 places of trust and soon |

‘not come from the chui

temptations which there abound and to
conquer in the fierce battle of life. 1.ct
those who look upon such with pride
and call them the back bone of our coun
ry, not forget the partour H. M. Board
plays. in producing and giving them to
the country.

The missionary, too, ia always on (he
look-out fur those choice young spirits
to be found in all our country districts
whose abilities and inspirations incline
them to seck an educations Such as
these hunger and thirst after know
ledge but see no way by which they can
satisfy their oravings, Justat the oppor
tane time the H. M. Board sends a
bright, cheerful, consecrated missionary
into the place whero one or more of these
young n:iram- for higher things lives,

he youthful preacher and these young

are naturally aitracted to each
other, and an intimacy springs up whioh
loads to the unlmvm{n‘ of secret long-

lng.
hese young people tell; the mission-
ary all their hearts as they would not tell
them to any ather- ¢ on earth
Then beging a series of plans which re-
sults inrich blessing in future years,
o miwionary on the flald s pre-
sumably a’student from our Edueational
Inatitutions at Wolfvilleand so is sble 1o
make explanations and clear away diffi
oulties before oo insurmount-
able. A little encourngement; & conver-
sation with the parents and Tﬁ’lhm‘

ivarranged. At the proper ® the
trunks ure packed, mphnnl tender-
ly spoken, and one or more of the. most
promising youths in all the turns
an anxious face toward our institut ons
of learning. Only a few years of train-
ing (and Liow short those years appear),
and thesé schools turn out the
world of actual life those same_young
people (0 enrich the commerce pf liters
ture of our conntry. But for odr H. M.
work these nien and women would n t
find their way tothe front in life's great
confliot, and the world would miss the
help of their olear hoads and tender
hearts,but would not know the reason why

Then w0 the evangelization of tha
people bears as directly upon our social
system as upon the industrial life of the
country. §goial moreulity is wholly de
pendent upon the precepts and com
mandments of the christian religion. Tn
dued we reach here the head waters of
the stream of christian  elvilisation.
Sound morality is the sodroe from which
intelligent industry and intentive genius
come. Ty teach men to love, not hate,
ench other ; to be nnselfish; 10 rejoicn
in ghe prosperity of another, to regard
trath ; to be honest in business ; W live
at peace ; to be onurteous and of a for
giving spirit; to  wsettio disputes by
reason rather than by brute force, - thess
are the principles upon ‘which good
soclety onn alone be built up, In_view
of the gwins which have come to our
country through the work of Home Mis
rions society, i placed under a heavy
debt @ the organization which is carry
ing forward this good work

No money Is 80 well spent in'this Iand
of ours as that which is Inid out by the
H, M. Board in Il work, - This
money, as | have wished to show, should
hes alone, but
from all the people beoause the blessings
coming out of this work are shared alike
by all the people. =

Yarmouth N. 8,

——

DIGHY, N, &, BAPLIST CHUROH EDIF

The Digby Baptist Cnurch was organissd 1a 1843 It hed many ol
Ve Convent.on Board assisted it for fiv

other p: Bowidw 1 be fine ohur
arsonage, and on the opjosite + ide.of |
Durgens Digby Church 1 a fine i)l
workers It 18 now one of sur hest

t'a commodivns
sohool id other
» devoted band of

& ohurehes to

become influential in the world of busi- |
nessand firm friends of all moral reform. |
We all know what a large proportion of |
the men who control the trade, manu-

% and shipping of our
towns and cities come from humble
homes in the more obscure sections of
our country. In our city churches, too,
are to be seen men apd women from
these same obsoure plices who are the
pride and cowmfort of their pastors hearts;
pillars in'the church of God and princely
givers to His onuse,  These all brought
with them - from their homes robust
boglies, clear heads, honest hearts and
deep religious convictions, which were
formed in them by their missionary lru-
tor whose ministra in the little
into the

The Importance of Planting and l‘m-‘

tering Churches tn the Towns,

REV. ®, B, SNITH, M. A.

The Gospel is destined to bring ‘the
world at the feet of Christ. All theories
and philosophers will absolutely fail to
accomplish this. [n claiming to be Ihr
tists we stand wholly upon the Bible
and loyally maintain that the whole Gos-
pel and-nothing but the (val. shall be
proelaimed to_nll menm, We protest
againet coloring the truth; we protest

st taking anything away from; or
adding anything to, Gospel; we pro-
teat the practice of anything that
is not definitely authorised by a *“Thus
saith the-Jord.” Although we ith
others on t points, yet are
“im] nt poluts on which we diaigree,
and it Is these very points of difference

i
which distinguish us ivs a dendmination,
These entive Biblical truths wiheh we
hold will never be proclsimed and prac-
ticed by others, and as we xre
od 1o go preach to them it is npparent to
wll that we are under obligation (o plant,
und foster our churches everywhere,

nmand-

The import vpee of pl wis vy churches

in the touns
1 Because we are « orks ape stolio
miethods.  Paul was not w rd in have
ing' a churoh at Jerusul only, but

manifested that enterprising missionary
centres

spirit which led him in
for the expresas purpo,
the truth and planting -chureh
some one may raise an ohjeotion, and
say, “Why establish.a ahuich in & cene
tre whengome other devomination has
‘a church already o whed there?' |
think Paul's mothod fu
question. They had a
at Ephesus, the worship of Diana  god
dess of the Ephesians.  Did Paul say,
As there was a-sysiem of worship and
religion there he would not underteke to
rl-m a churoh?” fAssuredly he did not.
1o probubly r “That
vystem ol reliy ¢ Ephesiis is not in
harmony with the Gospel, thervforw the
true church of Christ, which will main-
tain every principle of the Gospel, niust
bo planted ;" and ho planted it. Thas
we find Paul working in the centres—
Epbesus, Colosse, Philippi; Corinth and
fome.  Un the ssme giound are we
Ruthorised  and  obligsted 0 plant
churches in the towns, We are forced to
say, in the light of revealed truth, that
ations practios e rors ; and
shall wo stand idly by and see error in-
stilled into the minds of the perisking
multitudes without showing them the
truth, and the necessity of obedionece to
it

2. By establishing ohurches in (4o towne
we are able o vea h the maswi - We
ought not to allow the children of dark-
ness to be wiser than we who are of the
light. Business men establish thein.
selves in the husy centre in order to
secure a large srade and & handsome ip-
e, And wa'we ure about our Master's
business, andsnre desirous to secure the
alleginnos of all t ¢ hrist, is it not im-
perative upon us that we shall plant
churchea i the coentres in order 10 ac-
complish such a high aig? The sooner
this is done the easier it will be to no-
complish the desiregd end. A church
early establishod In atown isinn posi-
tion to take advantage of all oppor
tunities in reaching those who * sre trom
tme to time moving 1o the centres. 1t
the planting of & oBurch be dvierred
until other denomini | ns Bive instilled
théir principles into the mindd & yonng
and old, and have erevied aguinst us
strong walls of denomingtionalisey, we
will find it very hard o gein & footing,
Our prinolplos are worthy of the highest
recognition, therefo

other
of pr

we should early

ostablish ours-lves among the wasees

3 By plasting Aurches in tha low
we afm to do o le g o To v
right one must thght | to bégin
wrong bs th end in despair, Tt isdangerous
1o teach that the soul's salvation rests
upon ssdramental giaie 1 1 is aneate 10
teach (hnt the saved can be unsived | it s
misleading 1o instil the principle that

sulvntion rests wholly upon the elvotion
of God, and that man has no part to pre
form ; it is unserip ural to © ach bhaptis-
mal reger tior, F.or this Is orying out
gruce, graco when'there is no grace These
are the very shoals + pon which many &
soul will be cast away. - Thus the neces-
rity of establishing Biblical principles
overywhere in o derthat men may make
o mistake in fegnrd 1o their salvation ;
and in so doimg we will be conferring a
Insting good

I1l. Theimportance of fostering church

es in the towns
1 In orde- to s rengt® en thé individual
wemberain the faith 1o phaot & church
is one thiny:, to foster it is another thing,
Paul nut only planted ohusches, but he
t em by preaching to them, acd
wom in the aith, " But there
is another oonsileration in fostering ‘a
church, There must be beserolines wnd
gensrogity on the part of selfsustaining
churches, in order that a‘pastor may be
supported to
both new _and
upon health, food and e
tering our wenker churches in oar eon
tres is giving them spiritval health, the
pure bread of life, and leading
wetive service ; thervfore
be the necessusy reshilt
) aenomiaational growh. Fa
t from us to aim solely
We aim at thorough ground wo

strength’ must

at numbers

salvation ; and if that well attended 10
there is no need of fis confining ourselven
to & Jimdied fow, for the ver -
that havedone a few goo | w necept
ed by the many, do them good. In de
nominationnl growth there will be more

to work anc
evangelization of the worl
And, farther, it will be

couragement 10 more enrnest and de
voted servicn. There is nothing like the
sound of viotory that‘will encourags the
weary soldier

8 1o foster weak churches 1w U doon

make thew [a Where
divine principles have been planted, we
naturally look for developmienta, and wo
have not looked in vain. This has been
i ral churches that have
ostered in our towns
ave gradually visen ahove support
and have givens

tor othma.

They
from the 11 M. Board,
liberally to the -u‘:p.m of other weak

and stroggling churches; and  theso
wenk interesta will, il well fostered, be
como in due time feeders for others in
like condition, Thus we are enovurnged
to_plant and foiter ohurches in ur towns
ever belivving that God, who ohanges
not. will give the Inorvase,
Springhill.
———— e

L. F r Worms lo 0a'liren—Cher bes
Vermifage. ¥
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