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Sermon. ,
Delivered at the Central Asoglation of N. 8 and Published
by Request, - ;
BY RRV, M. P, PREEMAN,
Trxr: '‘And I prayéd unto the Lord my God,"

Dan, 9! &
Prayer is o untversal instinet, It springs from a sense

of man's relation to his Maker, It {s the expression of °

the soul's desire, a direct address to the Bapreme Belng
{n human language.

The hunger of the child is not prayer, but the asking
for bread wouTd be, ‘The immortal soul has its hunger
ings. Its mute appeals to the world of sense ; ita frantlc
efforts {n the rush of business, or the whirl of pleasure |
its omvings for what may satiafy its desires may, in
metapher, be described as prayer ; but in metaphier only,
In true prayer there {s an approach to Oad | an opening
of the heart to the divine influence ; & pleading cry, in
human speech, whether insudible or expressed,

, Priyer s not meditation, as some affirm, You may
bend the kueeat your bedside ; or, heneath spreading
braunches that are bathed in the light of the morniug sun,
become wrapped iu serlous contemplation, You may
stafid in the presence of the suow capped mountain, and
be moved hy a’sense of the sublime in nature, and of the
majesty of him who is lifinitely greater than all his
rks, bup you do not pray until you make a direct ad-
ress to Him, whom you adore, in requestfor what your
spirit craves, 4

In our religious speech we are constantly . referring to
prayer in such & way ns to lmply its great importance ;
and yet we bave scarcely reallsed, as we might, the
blessings it has to give, This in my reason for choosing
a topic for thix lon so place,

1 shall endeavor to show where and why we. should
pray, and yet without the arsurance that I shall succeed,
either to your satisfaction or my own, But I am sure of
yeur indulgence and aympathy in treating a theme so
vital to our Christian life,

1. Where shall we pray, Tvery plice in holy, for God
is everywhere, The devoted minister of the gospel,
drawn into a balkroow, could kneel and pray and convert
even the place of revelry into a sanctuary for the mani-
festation of the divine presence, But, in order to the
maintenance of the habit of prayer and to secure the
fuilest developement of the Christian 1ife, -we need
special times and places for the soul's intercourse with
God, :

The first place I would mention is the closet, Some
spot where you can be alone with God, Conocerning this
we have specific instruction, ** When thou prayest enter
into thy cloget and, when thou hast shut the daor, pray."
Inter the secret place, shut out all futruders, friends,
business, pleasure. Lot every thing stand back ; let
there be a pause in life's routine ; let the sun- and moon
stand still, while, in communion with*Jehovah, you
gather new strength for the duties and struggles of life,

Nothing can take the place -6f secret prayer, not even
the pulpit, for, though a man may daily lead the devo-
tions of the people at the sacred desk, his spiritual life
will suffer loss if he does not draw new supplies from the
closet. He cannot be a growing, happy Christian who is
not often in this place of prayer.

Again, there should be daily prayer iii the househald,
Though we may not be able to furnish the Scripture com-
mand for family worship, we nevertheless recognize its
importance. Abrahanm was to be the founder of a nation
that should & the ch 1 of blessings to all the
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| MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

It {nrue that by the preaching of the gospel our Lord
has ordained, the salvation of men, Terhaps' we are
amdervalulog this divinely appoiuted mgeney in onr
efforts to crowl] the sermon futo twenty minutes or lalf

“an hour, If, by the foollstiness of préching the Lord
will'save them that belleve, let us glveito the preaching
all due honor. Iet us make it more thau a dry dls-
sertation, or a learned essay, which the divine purpose
nevervontemplated, Let us make the sermon a faithiul

exponent of gospel truth, let its wim be the conversion of .

sinners and the edification of the saints, Give the preach-
+ ing its true place and it will rather help than hinder the
#pirit of devotion, It eertainly showld uot exclude that
part of worshiip that ia the most spiritual and that brings
the soul into direct and imwediate communion with God,

The prayer meeting Ta especially devotional in its char-
acter, Tt gives ample opportunity for the exerclses of
prayer and praise, It'was in the mind of Jesus when he
gave the promise, ** If two of you shall agree on earth as
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done
for them," It took form in' the days just preceding the
advent of the 8pirit | It out-lived the timen of Pentecontal
blessing : it had continued to the present as a mighty
force in the kingdom of Christ and must so. remain until

‘Ahe end of time, "

11, Zhe necessity of prayer, 1t Is the natural result of
our relations to God. We are dependent and sinful,
Prayer is the expression of the one fact and the confes-
slon of the other, The act has a reflex influence upon
him who prayn. He becomens more sensible of the divine
presence about him, Christ seems more near and real,
Love becomes more ardent and the will more submissive,
Tt this is not the explanation of ita ity, as some
afirm, He who declares that his mind looks more to
prayer as & power for uplifting thie spirit to divine com-
munion, or who affirms that its value consists in this,
that it stops people from askipg for what they ‘cannot
get, cannot be trusted as interpretors of the Saviour's
words, '‘ Ask' and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall
fiud,”! 'To such as these prayer is ouly, as Dr, Bushngl!
expressed it, ‘‘a kind of dumbrbell exercise, good as
exercise, but uot to be answered."

Prayer is weakness coming to the source of power ; it
is poverty approaching the stores of inexhaustible wealth ;
it is sinfulness asking for pardon, and pollution for
cleansing, It is the deposit of faith in the Nank of
Heaven that makes sure of large revenues of wealth,
God gives his people a draft that they may fill out for
themaselves, that shall never be dishonored, ' For every
one tiat asketh receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth.”

The rationalist pronounces this an absurdity, ' God,"
he says, '‘cannot change liis purposes at thé request of
man, Nature has her fixed laws that cannot be abrogated
by the buman will.' That is as much as to affirm that
nature is superior to the Creator, or that God {s' limited
by his own works,

We are ready to confess the mysteries cof divine
providence, We are encompassed with mystery. “There
i a mystery in prayer, But what we cannot understand
we need not know: Faith lays lold of the Tacts of
Providence and builds upon the firm foundation of
certitude. It does not attempt a solution of the riddles
of the universe, It does not tear the bud asunder to find
the secret of the opening flower. It plants the acorn,
though .it knows not the mystery of the oak within its
shell, It believes God in the face of the impossible,

The objector affirms that prayer is useless because the
divine plans must all be accomplished,  But is it not
included in the divine purpose ? 18 it any miore unreason-

world hecause of his godly infl in his 1 hold
Wherever he went the patriarch erected an dltar, upon
which, in the presence of his family and dependents, e
presented his daily offering to Jehovah, Joshua, amid
the cares of state, did not neglect the culture of religion
in his family, 8o well was he assured of their piety he
confidently affirmed, ' As for me and my fouse we will
serve the Lord,” Thus potent should be the influence of
every parent and guardian, -

For the daily family devotions, where God's word
may be heard by all and his favor hambly sought, no
express command is needed, The godly parent m us
have a concern for the spiritual welfare of those whio are
of his own flesh and blood, and this anxiety will find its
natural expression in the establishment of the family
altar, Its omission would entail serious loss,  We sym-
pathize with Philip Henry in his saying, * There isa

- plague and a curse in the hgme where God is not wor-
- ];rlyul of believers should be heard in the church,
In this term we may include both the spiritual and the
1 1 structure, For the maintenance of the former
r er is an nt:noll:: w{::lt ,°d"l;he de:zux:na! t'l’ll:-“ht:er
gether for wongip. This pu p:oo:;h to b}; umnx;;
. We go to the church to hear the sermon,
parts of lnu m\"ll::i are ofl::gno:t c&z’:.nlqu::dee.
precedes is " nc
prayer and u:“ hnrl::rg{ God's Koly word, "

able to expect an to your prayer than to believe
the word of Jesus, ‘* Hit (hat cometh unto me I will in
no wise cast out?'’ It is in God's. thought to save you,
but not without your trust in Christ as your personal
Saviour, 1f, by ylelding to gospel demands, you are to
‘" make your calling and election sure,” is it not also as
certain that if iyou would have good things of God, you
must ask Him for them ? yi

God, by Isaiah, revealed his purpose to deliver Tsrael
from captivity two hundred and fifty years before tha,
event occurred, One hundred years later Jeremialh re-
peated the promise, A score of years pass away apd
Huekiel is connnissioned to repeat the gracious word, but
adds & necessary condition, '* For this, moreover, will I
be enquired of hy the House of Israel to do it for them."”
The tige draws near for the fulfilment of the prowmise,
concerning which Daniel had learned from the books,
And what does he do? Does he sit down and wait for
the good word to be accomplished ? In my text hetells
us what he did—~''I set my face unto the Lord God to
seek by prayer and supplication . , . and I prayed unto
the Lord my God."

The triumphs of the Messiah are vonditioned by
prayer, It brings down the power that makes the gospel
mighty to the emlnf down of ﬂWn in_the
huhv:n&amwnd Psalm it is written *' shall pray for

pually.' In the second Psalm Jeh makes

,ﬁromh. the Son,
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have opened hils heart for th
ment of the King of Heaven, Permit an {ll
o che et ey 0. 1854, Mr, Jewstt and

n the first da, anuary, , Mr and wif

with three mun, helpers, iu’tho onrly. ng llﬂ:t‘l:d
the hill “that overlooks Ongole a surrounding
country, They looked down upon the clty and the ity
villages in sight. They could see uiany: U tetiples
and Mohamwiedan mosques, but nothing to thq(
the one true, God was | there, Wi .
burdened ~h¥‘ a sense of the need of'iiuu shing
multitudes they knelt and each one in turn prayed to the
God of missions to send w missfonary to Ongole, These
were earnest prayers and, even before they were ended,
the answer cate, as of old o Danlel, Th to
thelr lodgings assured that God had heard thelr ery,

Twelve weary years ru “'é" but thelr prayer s still
in rewembrance, and Mr, Clough and tiative
prenchers are sent thither, Tn 1872, six years later, thero
was a native church numbering one thousand aix hun<
dred and Afty-eight members, and that in seven  ye
grew totwelve thousand eight hundred and fomr, m
work (s stil] going on and twice ten thousand &Q:?'d\y
and surrounding reglons attest to the fuithfuln ‘God
to his promises. Thousands upon thousands, yet ui.-
born, shall look up to “Pnyor-mmlnl: Hill™ s o
monument to the graceof God who heareth prayer,

The historian will have many events to relate that led
up to the fiual conquest of Burmah by the British, In
the Book of Providence there will stand recorded the
prayers of the American Baptist wmissionaries, suswered

~sooner than they had dared to hope, God's le are
' workiug together ' with him in the accomp! t of
his pw , and o where more effectually than before

the thfone of grace,

Al our requests will not be heard, We do not dictate
to God:; we accept what he bestows, We must not put
a too literal interpretation upon #uch passages as thes,
* All things wluuoov-r“;c shinll ask in prayer, belleving,
ye shall recelve.” ' Whatsoever we sk we ve il

im,”" We are not to understand m  Jauies that
n{rr in an infallible cure of sickuess, , Goll.will be true
all that He lms promised und, when his spirit -Iuﬂ"-
the prayer, {t shall be heard, There are -
ever, that we may understand {u their ltergl sense and
without reserve, ‘‘ In every thin{ by prayer and ngpli-
cation let your requests be made know to Adand - X
fug all your cares upon him, for he careth for you."
Thus praying and trusting we shiall have many assured
answers to prayer ; and, sometimes, paradoxical as it may
appear, even when our petitions are denled, )

t {s seen that the necessity of prayer arisen from the
result of our relatives to God,and that it is t.from
the place it holds in the .p of the m of
Christ.  Prayer is alsoa necessity to the individual be-
liever, Without it there can be no growth in grace.
Whether the sfuner is 1o be exhorted 1o pray ﬁo‘on he
helieves, may be an open question, That he will pray
when he becomes a believer, is certain, and ' this may be
ml in evidence that he has accepted Christ as his

viour, The words ' For behokl he pu‘cth," Hayed
at onice the fears of Anaulas respecting Saul of g‘lml

' The youmf convert will soon discover the necessity of
prayer, A brief experience will suffice to show that back-
sliding begins with its neglect. The tempter, finding the
young Christian off his guard, will be sure to improve his
opportunity, There wml be an immediate ‘decline «f
spiritual fervor, and he, who promised so well at the be-
.ihminx, will be soon back agein into the world, to the
disappoinunent and grief of lis brethifen, and to the
dishonor of the Christian. name;

Few, however, will give wp prayer at once,  Many will
retain, in some measure, the outward form of religion,
but they will be feeble, stumbling Christiuns all through
their course. Really there are but few of Christ's pro-
fessed followers who know the strength, the stability sml
the joy that comes from the life of prayer. These find
the secret of the Lord,and possess the covenant blessings.
The closet testifies to their devotion to their Saviour ; the
family altar declares theipsettlfed purpose to® the
Lord ; the prayer meeting witnesses ‘1o their ity to
the church ; and their daily 1¥e gives demonstration fo
the gracious work of the Spirit within.  Enoch walked
with-God, and so may we, He had hindrances to plety,
for he lived in a corrupt age, but he passed th all
uncorrupted, To attain to similar excellence our life
mu::d be such as his, prayerful, circunispect and cotise-
cra v

Our assocjational letters have revealed a very general
neglect of family prayer. This is a serious, if not an.
alarming symptoni: The aroma of piety is hrgelé lack-
ing int homes, and the childeen reared amid such
surroundiug are far less likely, from that circumstances
ever to become Christians ; and even if they do their

ety is likely to be of the lower type. The staudard is
n the home. Water rises 110 higher thar itd sourge, and,
in fact, not so high, £ fun

These letters also show a too general neglect of the
prayer meeting. Here we find the pulse of the church,
and it is often so feeble that the ver. life is endangered
from heart failure, A visit ton &od many of our prayer
meetings will suggest anxious .
the state of religion
e iore ot the Soareh e RS e
‘ plligra’" of the ¢ , the salt
have come from their homes and their \vm

pulur discouraged.  With hard], «
pose, for secret prayer d"“‘lm ¥
rppo;:n&z for a few minutes talk with

ng evening service, it cannot but be e

that the meeting lack in spiritual fervor. . ‘mre
to 1o these dear brethren aud sis  flower
of the Lord's army—that pressure of busiuess. and
domestic cares lm-‘l.‘ 00 excuse for the secret
prayer, and that a little while with God the prayer




