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A Changed Opinion,
WY RELAARIEH RORIENG,

Oy and Anie i been at the Blake's for twn weeks,
and Anite win beglaning o lose soumge. As for Ouy,
Nin divennsgenent hid been ehronte from the Degluning
of Whelr sty andd for some tine hefore: The doetor sid
Ve depression was the wrtarl aceoivpantment ol the
insomain with whieh Quy had bheen \wuwu}«\\ and had
ardviaed hin being deprived of s hooks o e the
SOWNIEY ToF i fow wontha th omder Hiat \he dangee of
WOV PO TR TN I b averied,

Oy hwel boen stndying toa haet,  The High m\hml
conrne vegiived dn inense deal of sty ot any e,
Dk Oy ek et b gt o year; Vb le bt graduaate
e Besd speing With Wiis ambiviens purpise 18 vlw\
e Bl st ke wigghin, werted hrangh s weals and
aesteeted Lo exerobne  Bonaw, heve he wanal Rioakfield,
fonr Wikl fram o railind, (e nearest nelghbora quarier
of & Wile sy, with ie eompaiions exeopting My and -
ansd Mys. Blake and Aunie, and nothing W read sve
few veligiona lioaka, the alwanae and Whe Barmers' Guide,
Annte wan CGuy's sister, o Hile wore than & year
yornger i he, and had given up her winter plans o
oame with hiw and keep wp his spivits,  They were it
Vg tagether fn the pleasant seath roum of the farm:
hovse this morning.  The January sun was streaming in
Al the windows, aver the window plants,  The dear lead.
ing 10 the kitehion wan elased, hut they eonld hear N,
Plake stepping hriskly haek and farth ahout hes I\mnw

hold duties

St us tnke a walk, Gy sald Annie
ant, and the alr will do you good, "

COh T den't eare 10" apawered Gy,
nothing o we.' ¢

Wo might vrite lettes howe, " sald Annie "

Too wueh like work, "

Woukd you like (o play cheokers, or oribbage, or par
chesl, or ¢hiows ? -

N They bore e (o death all of thew. " -

Ahan't 1 \umgan the kittens? "

Rother the Kittens ! "'

Ian't there any thing you wonld like to do? ' adked
Annde, pleadingly

S Ven, 1 wonld Hke 1o go howe, ' answered Guy, shartly,

Annde sighed, and there was & most woebegone ex-
pression on her usughty cheerful countenance.

I think this is the deadlest |xlnu 1 ever waa in" (nuy
broke out after a long pause, ‘' country” people are the
dullest, stupidest people on earth, They don't know
anything ; they never read, and you can't talk with
them, and they haven't any feglings or any ideas, as far
as 1 can see,  They are just like their catfle,"

SO Guy ! 1 don't think it is guite as bad as that," re-
monstrated Annie

‘Well, that Fred French that came to see me theother
afternoon, did he seem ta you guite bright? And that
girl, Mary Osborune, that came with her mother one even-
ing, didn't she blush and look scared if you spoke toher,
and did she say anything more than ‘ Yes'and ‘Na ' all
the time she was here ? v

They {0id act queer,'' Annie .uhumml

Humph | showld think they did,  And these Illuku
he continued, lowering his voice, '* 1 suppose they mean
well, but it wets my nerves on eilge to heat them say ' we
was ' and ‘they was,' and ‘says 1' and ‘h.-\ch: and

growed 'and ‘ blowed,' and-—-"" ¥

But Guy Annie intérrupted, * don't you think we
ought 1o try and make the best of it? Mamma took so
much trouble to find thisplace, and papa left everything
to come with us and see that we were comfortably settled,
They're so anxious, too, it seems a8 though we ought to
stay and try to -~ make it do yoii some good,''

Oh, 1 shall stay the time out—<if i kills me," re
torted Guy, bitterly { .
“1 hear wheels,"
" and she went to the

CI s levely

There's

Annie sighed again, then listened,
she sald, ** Some one is coming,
‘\lluluv« to look out

* You are getting to be as curious as the natives,” said
(-u\ a little contemptuously

* It4s that old Mr. Atking, who lives over on lhe Cran-
berry;** said Annie as the wheels rattled by the house,
“‘and he's stopping.” Guy closed his eyes wearily.
They heard My, Atkins enter the kitchen

I had an arrant-to the village," be announced in a
high, nasal voice, ‘' an' the postmaster, he asked me to
fetch along this 'ere letter, It's got a special delivery
stamp on’t, From Harriet, I jedge, by /the postmark,
Hope there ain’t no bad noos.”

Guy groaned. After a long conyersation Mr, Atkins
departed and Mrs. Blake opened and read her letter, It
was apparently very brief, for almost immediately the
two in the south room heard her hurry to the back door

w & The Story Page. # w

and eall  Father," her veioe growing fainter an she went
th the diveetion of the barw,

A1 helleve 1t wan bad news, " sald Annte,

O 1 belleve s, 100," sid Ouy, sidightentug wp tn his
chatr and showiig & great deal of tnterest, 1. wonder
what it eanhe ? ¥

After & long (e Mes Wake returned W the kitehen
and 10 her work, But they did not see her UL she ealled
e 1o diuner,  Beated at the table, there was e long:
of room for dowbt, for the tears kept Fining \o Mre, Blake's
eyen and were furtively wiped away, while Mr Blake,
after havely tating of the food onhis plate, pushed the
phte mavay, i semehow e didn't feel hungey, and dise
appeared out of doors. Nefther conld Guy nor Annie
et mael, awdafter glelng his sister & significant glance,
whieh weant, 'y (e find ont what the trouble is " Quy
feft thie tahle and sawitered into the other 10avi,

W Bomething has happened 10 make you feel badly,
Mre, Blake, " said Mw\\-\ and her valoe was full of ayw-
pathiy: O MAyn't L knew what it e Perhaps T eould
help tn some way."

O My danghter—" hegan Mre, lake, then broke down
entively, ' Here's the letter," she sobbed, '‘you can
yoad LM

Annie took it tute Guy and they vead {t together, |
was from the Mlakes' son-indaw, and said thetr danghte
or was dangeronsly 111, and that if they wounld see her
alive again they must come very soon, Then Anuie; re
turned 10 the kitohen and tried 1o comfort Mra, Blake,
W1 oam sovey," whe said, 1 will help you get ready,
Perhaps she will get well, after all, "

U1 ean't go, " sald Mrs, Blake, with a freah outburst
of gelef,

AR g0, exelaimed Annie,
Why can't you?"

Y 1've talked it aver with Cephas, and we can't think
of a living sonl we conld get ta comie and do the -work
while we were goune,' said Mra, Rlake,

CWhy can't my sister and 1 do it? ' asked Guy, com-
ing to the door,

We can, and we will,"' said Annie, deciaively, =M,
Make was 50 astonished that she stopped crying o gase
at them, “"Why!" she stamwmered, 1 didn't dream
vou'd he willing to, ar— ar that you was capableof tak.
ing care of yourselves, eve hoth young people blushed,
“1 don't wonder you thought so, for we've hardly
lifted o fluger since we've been here," said Guy, - ' But
we're not really so helpless as we seem. 1 camped out
swmmer before last and learned ta do ever so many things,
and Annie here knows a little something about house-
wark, "

“ You can't milk? " asked Mra, Blake, doubtfully,

** No, it couldn't 1 learn ? I it very diffioult ?"

1 learned when 1 was six years old," said Mrs, Blake,,

“T'm golug out to talk with Mr., Blake," said Guy,
impetuously, ‘' Where's my cap — oh, here it is,"' and
he was out of the house like a flash, Aunie looking after
him in amazement, Waa this her fastidious brother who
looked upon all farm work with disgust,” and who had

SWhy, you mast ge!

been sitting about the house, languid and indifferent, for -

two weeks past ?

‘1 suppose the cream would keep this weather,

till I come back," said Mrs, Blake thoughtfully, ‘‘and
you could buy stuff of the baker and steak of the butcher,
and if you slept in the two little bedrooms opening out
of the south room you wouldn't have to tend but two
fires."

“Of course,” said Aunie in astone of conviction,

* And now I'll help do up the work, and you must tell
me just what to do while you're away."

In about half an hour Guy came rushing in for pcucll
and paper, ‘‘ Amafraid I shan't remember everything,'
he said, * and T want to set it down,"

T will write things down too," said Annie.

At night Guy came in with a pail of milk which he ex-
hibited with pride. ‘I wmilked it all myself,” he an-
nouneed, “‘and 1 can do it all right, only it takes a long
while and makes my wrists ache,”

80 the Blakes decide to go, and the next day, immedi-
ately after dinner, Guy and Annie went with them to the
village, four miles away, where they would take the cars
to a city forty miles away, then ride by boat all night
to another city, some twenty miles from their destin
ation,

“‘Never drove a horse before in my life," laughed Guy,
when he and Annie had started back home, “‘But I
fancy there's no danger with thisanimal. A snail isn't 2
circumstance to him."” 1In fact it was nearly sunset whea
they at last drove into a barn, Annie ran into the
to see about the fires, and Guy stood and looked at the
horse with a most perplexed expression on his face. He
had neglected to learn to unharness, He saw a great
many buckles, and he knew that if he unbuckled them

A1l the harness woukd be 1n & grest ploces, and he
had & faiut recollection of Mr, ke it down
frow the pegn (n three parts,  He wan whether

wandertng
he had better venture, and if It were likely he would ever
:u\ \he hartiess together again if he once began to wa.
uekle the variows straps, when hie heard voloes, ook
lu'“\\s.hunhm mry t‘h\um and her sister on
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“Iu it out M she called

“Not guite," he answered,

“What time i it

“Six o'clook. "

“Did you sleep M

“l ke a top. 1 was o tired 1 couidn't help it “Then

od, “‘Vou needn't hurry about getting up, for it

wi\l \u agood while before T shall be ready for break-

“Itw lovely to'sleep," said Annle, \Imvully. and when

she opened her eyes again du mmd n great haste,
for it 'was almost sun: she hea th- water in the
kettle. on the * kitchen m)w boiling, Mary Osborne
st in for a moment on her to school.. “Oh,

could you tell me how long wmilk ought to set htfon it is
skimmed M Annie asked, as Mary started away, ‘I
don't think Mrs, Blake told me." ary gave the desired
iulomlion “‘Are you going to make the butter?' she

in

q‘No Mn. Blako thou’ht the cream would keep.''

It won't be sald Mary, Then she t ht
a minute, ‘I mla t come over to-morrow— that is Sat-

urday—and make the butter, I should liketo do some-
thing for Mre, Blake."

Aunie was tly pleased with this plan, and the two
girls separat 1t had to snow, and the snow

continued to fall all that day and all night, so that by
Saturday morning it was very deep. an't ite?” whit
exclaimed Annie, uOuy started out, after chores aunl
bmhlnt, to dig pa
ot like cf uov. h it P“ said Guy, who was in ex
edhn ta &l ht of sleep.
He been at work but A fow minutes, when le
hurdhl‘ “lmﬂool"‘ud‘l:ohln u T:w Fred French
ng his way into the ya ought might
rlw{ a striker," he said, "Thh“ﬁo:“ ‘w‘-“n\
deep lot rking in the woods,"" he explained,
thou’hl I'd take a holiday and wait for it to -me “

Wlun Annie looked out a little later the snow was fly
mm their shovels and llux were talking Io.vthm
the greatest animation little later still  Mury
Osborne came, wlt.h her you slater, whose name wus
Ruth, and received a warm we from Annle, Mary
u.ht the crocks of cream from the cellar, emptied
them lnho nu churn and began churning, while Ruth,

who of t ene d
liveliness, ho Auh‘wl the hot l"l T

“‘Now,"" said Ruth, when the wwt was done and it
was doddcd that she and her sister were to stay all day,
“let's qnndlhmu dinner.”

"V'hy lulh 1" eried Mary, in a scandalized tone, -

'But I only know how to cook two or three things,'
uld Annie, laughing.
“ o%hk t donnk w;t« 1 :;.n. cook, Where is

™, e's cook- you pl " and Ruth sat
down with the book and a manue, which s she
was

G\u‘ uxedmmuchto -.y. -nadndm« was a

ect success both from a gastronomic and a social
ut of view. After dinner Gu{ went home with Fred
see his collection of butterflies, and, the three girls
washed an aj number of dishes and butter-making
utensil sat down to rest and talk,

s,
After this auqld'om beginning, hardly an evening
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