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July 14, 1801, 

I that either Tred French or the Osborne girls did 
yt come : to see Guy fe for an ho Roux & wore, 
these visita when the hy wn 
on is event i Just ten days 
the © Welt away, ughter dill hot die, 
and was out 
\ Allo Mother to Whe care of 
er," 0 

“and it for Of Wy and LH  Wastoon, 
A wouldn't W ied Mrs. 
ai they had ind to 

He phe A ve A ne! » 
ENE to help you 

on og nA Ley 
with my constitution," 

said ¢ oy AI sent ve ft = 
po tu, AY Tu ay oy he 
visita Yi was aleigh 
viding, & hares 
time walk ge a htful pasting a the 
only part of the day that N fowas Myr his wood out: 
ting, Then came & Shim I goon By 0, and 
they By skating and | ka n Loy woods and 
Waly 

at Anale, sald Quy one dayi-** we're having a wloviows 
time and 1 hate wont awiully to leave, but doesn't it 
ARATE aa rather ridienlons that a healthy fellow ke 
me, wha oan ine. about all day and sleep ten, solid 
hours every W Hore be laying on here in the 
conntry far Wi 
Well! admitted Annie, reluctantly, ‘‘it dosen't 

seein really necessar, 
So they packed ofr trunks and the Rakes carried 

hem to \he rail station, Guy and Auntie watched 
“the ald horse and the co wagon from the car win: 
dow as long as they cond see thei, When they turned 
toward each other again there were tears in Annie's eyes, 
I 4 vee andy * on AL uot entirely dry. One of the other 

what Go retly, stylish, delicate 
roc nA and the well. young fellow, with the 
cunt hair and the high forehead, were feeling badly 
ADOW! 

‘Aren't they the very nicest, most interesting old 
people We ever saw?" sald Annie, 
“Yea amounted Guy, “aud our oyn father and 

mother or conidait have been kinder 
‘1 hate to leave the Osborne gir too, said Annie, 
They are unusually bright x 1s, both of them," said 

Guy, ‘and it seems as th hey are more original 
and mare aincere than eity girls, 
“Thank you," lang oh. 
“Oh, 1 on't mean you," said Guy. “And there's 

t'red French," he add “1 adwire that fellow, He 
has aa « head as mine, and he would like to have an 
edueat i" he gives up all his plans to stay on the 

his mother and brothers and farm and 
sisters, ny it careful \ never dreaming he in doing 
any 

Annie, alters use . — a sigh, ‘we 
are going to Mrs, Bla e's me, 

‘That we re,! * said Guy, engintically. — Interior. 
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When I Wouldn't Buy a Bicycle. 
1 don't know all about bicycle riding, my dear Harry 

and Lucy, but your old lessor has had many a delight- 
ful spin on the silent steed, and has probably ridden as 
far in his JL ay as any of you—and on a lofty wachine of 
the old-dow & Phorators , which made every mile count 
for ten, You ro non h - oe me with ignor- 
ance the modern craze when 
you hear cy rs 1 re pod which is this : 
There are circumstances in which I would not geta 

wheel No 1 wouldn't, Harry andi Lucy, strange as you 
may” 
"wouldn't run in debt for a wheel, not even if it had 

vinma whirl me to the North ne on demand. 
I would run in debt for an education, and if 1 had a good 
salary, 1 would run in debt for a hoe ; but for a bundle 
of Spe ln (~ en how > Seay fairy-like possibilities were 
wrap 

woulda't Vig Neve it it meant au old dress for 
ny mother, or a shabby coat for - father, or fewer 
rides for ho in the fresh - And, you kpow, many 
and many & bicycle has meant this, and more of the 
wame, 

I wouldn't a bicycle utitil - butcher was 
wd the Bg the pi ) poy 

t bicycles ? Well, you inquire, as'I 
have, if you doubt it, 

| wouldn't buy a cen Jo ln I guess 1 wouldn't tif 
Il was to mean one cent less in ie: church Areanry, A and 
one honk] ape mi : . 
I shoul such a whee Ainge own 

the wire would melt. 
I wouldn't buy a bicycle unless I was goi 

not take a few desul rides, and then get tired of it, 
and put it away in the to rust, 

| wouldu't buy a bicycle unless I was going to have 
tin ry to a. it that could well be spared from my business 
and my home, 

| wouldn't buy a bicycle unless I was going to have 
sense enough to ride it at proper times—not on Sunday ; 
and i proper ways—not scorching ; and in proper cos- 
lume 

And finally, I wouldn't ride a bicycle unless I was sure 
I had sense enough to stop ridding it when I had ridden 
3 nough for my health. 
There now, Serer and Lucy, what do you think of that 

ist? Frown over it all you pl ease, every item will stand 
sthe test of common sense, 

ng to use it ; 

But if on all these points I could satisfy conscience and 
good jud, t, would I a a bicycle ? 

Yes, in than you could say Jack Robin- 
son 
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Prayer Moeing Topies for July. 
LOA Topic. ~Nelief fn Christ: what it is, what it 

does, John 4 146-83; Acts 161 28-34. 
BVP CU Ty o.~The natural history of sin, James 

S118 Rom, 6: 21-2), 

* ww 

B. Y. P. U, Daily Bible Readings. 

(BAptiEt Union.) ; 
Monday, July 1g=Proverba 9. The elements of 
wa Ve 10), Compare Ps. 111 3 10. 
Tuesday, July 200~Prov, 10: 1-12. The side to be 

chosen, Compare Prov. 1114 
Wednesday, July at, —Proverhs 10: i. 22, Silence a 

merit, (va, 19). Compare James 3-2 
Thursday, Iuly 22, ~Proverhs 10: ‘2 32, 

long, (va, 27). Compare Prov, 9: 11, 
Berga July 23, ~Froverba 112 1-11, 

wat welght, whieh ? (va, 1)? ~Compare Prov, 20 133 
turday, July ag.—Proverhs 11: 12-21, Don't strike 

hands with "sirangers, (va 18). Compare Prov, 17118, 

ea 

Prayer Micting Topic for July 13 
The natural history of Sin," James 1 2 13-15. 

NOTHS RY RRV, W, N. HUTCHINS, 

In the three verses before us James does not give a full 
history of sin, He simply suggests the titles of three 

chapters of what might have been an extensive volume, 
1. The first chapter deals with the origin of sin. The 

people to whom this letter was written were passing 
through a season of severest trial. Persecution and 
worldliness were testing the metal that was -in them, 
Adversity had laid her rough hand upon them and was 
inducing some to give up a life so full of hardship. 
World} was appealing to others and by her smiling 

face and beckoning finger was enticing them to a life of 
sin. The strain upon their characters was therefore very 
severe, and while many withstood many also yielded to 
the temptations before them, But the warst feature of 
the case was not their fall but their denial that they were 
to blame, ‘They tried to vindicate themselves by the plea 
of necessity, They urged that circumstances, which 
were beyond their control, had exercised an irresistible 
power over them and compelled them to do as they did. 
Have ou never heard wen talk like that? If they are 

the victims of some ugly trial of disposition they defend 

themselves on the ground that their weakness is a family 
failing. If they are in bondage to some vicious lust— 
they take down the same genealogical chart and 
inform you of the wickedness of their dead ancestors. 

So on account of their ancestors and their environment 
scores of sinnjp men excuse their sin and persuade 

themselves that it was unavoidable. 
* But Jamies replies, ‘‘ each man is tempted when he is 
drawn away by his own lust and enticed." Our sin has 

“jis parentage not in ancestors or environment, but in our 

own evil desires. The evils of a bad past and the evils of 

.present surroundings are not omnipotent. ‘We could 
have resisted the temptation had we determined to do 

$0. The blame, therefore, rests upon our own, and 
our own shoulders alone. In sin, as Eehiry in lite 

t gverv man must bear his own burden.’ 
II. The second chapter of this ‘‘ Natural History of 

Sin" deals with the growth of sin. 
Sin is never to be recognized by what it is to-day. Sin 

isa germ, It hasthe power of reproduction, It is a 
seed and not a stone, No sin planted in the human 
heart remains inactive, The expansive power of its life 

will burst asunder its husk. The poisonous weed will 
grow, spreading over the entire surface of your life and 
crawling into every corner and crevice of your character. 
That evil habit was once a tender and tiny sprout just 

peeping above the surface of your life. 
roots reach out into every part of your character and are 

twined and twisted and griped about your entire being. 
But a sinful act does more than reproduce itself. It 

produces and leadsto other sins. One sin introduces us 

to another and the first act that commences our sinful 

career is only the leader of a numerous gang. Sin isa 

chain and the devil within us is trying with all his might 

to pull in every enslaving link and so the first sin is sure 

to drag in another and another and another unless we 

bar the door by a resolute ‘act of the will. Bacon starts 

out with an avaricious ambition—-avarice leads to bribery 

and bribery ends in ruin. Jealousy is sown in the heart 

of Macbeth, ripens into avarice and passes into murder. 

But there is another phase to the growth of sin. It is 

sown in one life and it passes on and on—blown by the 

wind of an evil influence—until its evil harvest is reaped 
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How to live 

A false balance 

To-day its great - 

in countless lives. We cannot confine our sin to the field 
of our own life. In spite of our best endeavors it will 
bear a harvest in other hearts, It will craw! under and 
climb over the lightest and highest fenée that can be 
made, One bad man may be a curse to an entire com- 
munity, te e 

IIL In the third chapter of this brief nistory we have 
the end of sin,” ‘Sin when it is finished Hringeth forth 
death," There isin the apostle's words a suggestion 
that at present we fail to recognize the results of sin, The 
end as yet is not apparent. To judge the net 
a life of ain you mnst look to the end, - The godless man 
WAY appear to be living an abundant life and you may 
be tempted to follow his lead, but before’you commit 

yourself look to the future, For sin when it is finished 
has not an abundaut tie, 
“Sin bringeth forth death.” Death is the necessary 

consequence of sin. It is the inevitable end in which a 
life of sin must terminate, - Death is not-an arbitrary 
punishment inflicted on sin by God. Sin is the parent 
and death is the chill, - Sin bringeth forth death, Paul 
in a different figure expresses the same truth when he 
writes, ** He that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption.” ln sowing your wild’ cats you are 

planting the germs of death. In living a life of sin you 
are preparing for a- harvest of corruption. He that sows 
sin will reap sin.and sin in its ripened fruit is death. 
This is a terrible truth, for it links our sinand death 

together in a” connection so natural that we cannot 
separate thenr. Sin and death are as closely united as 
the cause is with its effect, as the seed is with its harvest, 
as the parent with its child. Sin when itis finished 
bringeth forth death, 

WER : 

‘The Maritime Baptist Convention. - 
HL. ASSOCIATIONS UNITED IN CONVENTION. 

The multiplication of ciations was in many respects 

beneficial to the churches, which were widely scattered 
over the land. Hularged opportunities were thus afforded 
for the greatest number of persons to participate in the 
privileges of such gatherings. One of the chief aims of 
the association is to reach the masses, to bring them into 

close contact with the enterprises of the denomination, 

and to stimulate then to increased beneficence and activ- 
ity. Buta new and more comprehensive bond was now 
needed to unite all, the associations, as well as the 
churches, in harmonious action, and to form a sort of 

central executive body, to superintend and push forward 

the great departments of religious work undertaken by 
Baptists, Such'a body, formed of representatives from 
both associations and churches, could assume responsi- 

bilities which the individual societies could not feel 
th Ives to be pet to undertake. A body of 

this character, uniting the energies of the denomination, 

must of necessity command the respect and confidence 
of Baptists generally, 

The Maritime Baptist Convention became this grand 
bond, On September 1g; 1846, representatives from 
churches and associations met in the city of St. John, N. 
B., for the purpose of organizing. the new body. Much 

enthusiasm was.shown in the movement. Rev, Theodore 

S. Harding, the venerable pastor of the church at Horton, 
N. S., was chosen as president. Business of paramount . 

importance was transacted, and questions of geheral in- 
terest discussed. The fiftieth anuiversary of that great 
event was observed with appropriate exercises in the 
same city, in August, 1805. : 

In the original. constitution of .the convention it is 

stated that the object of the organization is : 
‘‘ To advance the interests of the Baptist denomination, 

and of the cause of God general¥y ; to maintain the re- 
ligious and charitable institutions of the denomination ; 

and to preserve correct information relative to denomin 
ational growth.” 

Various changes have from time to time been made in 
the constitution. , Its main objects remain, however, 

practically the same as at first. Its membership consists 
of delegates from the several associations, and from such 
chuyches connected with these associations as contribute 
annually toward the objects of the convention. * 

‘The leading enterprises under the jurisdiction and con- 
trol of the convention are, Acadia College, Home Mis- 

sions and the Ministers’ Annuity Fund.. To form an 
intelligent idea of the magnitude of these responsibilities, 
it will be necessary | for us to look a little more carefully 
into the details connected with ‘each of the interests; 
named. 

¥¥x xx 
In the first reading in the article on * Maritime Bap- 

tist Convention,” the error in the Union is reproduced 

in MESSENGER AND VISITOR, namely 2,800 church mem- 
bers in Nova Scotia, instead of 28,0007 and 1,800 mem- 
bers in New Brunsw ick, instead of 18,000. FEI 


