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The Study of Literaturé.

Critics sometimes say of a book that it isor is not ‘/gou-
vincing.”” What they mean is that the author has or bas

not been able to make what he has written seem true to ¢
the imagination of the reader. The man who'in daily

life attempts to act a part is pretty sure sooner or later to
betray himself to the observant eye. His real self will
shape the disguise under which he has hidden it ; he may
hold out the hands and say the words of Esau, but the
voice withi which he speaks wiil perforce be the voice of
Jacob, 1tis so in literature, and especially in literature
which arouses the perceptions hy an appeal to the imag-
ination, The writer must be in earnest himself or he
cannot convince the reader. To the man who invents a
fiction, for instance, the story which he has devised must
in his imagination be profoundly true or it will not be
true to the audience which he addresses. To the novelist
who is ‘‘ couvincing,”” his characters are as reul as the
men he meets in his walks or sits beside at table. Itis
for this reason that every list with imaginations is
likely to find that the fictitions persomages of his story
seem to act independently of the will of theauthor. They
are 50 real that they must follow out the laws of their
character, although that character exists only in imagin-
ation, For the author to feel this verity in what he
writes is of course not all that is needed to enable him to
convince his public ; but it is certain that he is helpless
without it, and that he cannot make real to others what
is not real to himself. 5

In emotion we express the difference between the gen-
uine and the counterfeit by the words ‘‘ sentiment”’ and
' pentimentality.”” Sentiment is what a man really feels;
sentimentality is what he persuades himself that he feels.
The Bad Boy as a '‘ blighted being'’ is the type of senti-
mentalists for all time. There is about the same relation
between sentimentality and sentiment that there is be-

Wordwortl'’s " Daffodils,”” Keats' “Ode to a Grecian
Urn,” 8| 's *‘ Stanza written in Dejegction,” or any
'ihllyM yric. You will perceive the difference better
than any one can say it. ‘It is true that the quality of
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& writer imagines every

whimsy which comes into his head. He hu‘inu thou
hinp. and those things only, which are real to his
inner being ; #0 that in judging literature the question
to be settied is: Does this thing chh the author tells,
this tion which he us as having
been to him when he wrote -enul uu. aud absolutely
real? To unimaginative persons lt t might seem that I am
ge. It is mot for a man without
nation to see how things which are invented by the

min should by that same mind, in all sanity, be received .
us real, Yet that is pudnly what happens. No onme, |

tween a paper doll and the lovely girl that it rep

There are fashions in emotions as there are fashions in
bonnets ; and foolish mortals are as prone to follow one
as arother, It is no more difficult for persons of a cer-
tain quality of mind to persuade themselves that they
thrill with what they conceive to be the proper emotion
than it is for a woman to convince herself of the especial

believe, prod literature who is not
capable of lormln. thu miracle ; who does not feel to
be true tlln which has no other helng, no other place, no
other significance save that which st dérives trom the
creative power of his own inner sense, working upon the
material furnished by his on of the world around
him. This is the daily miracle of genius; but it is &
mincle alund to some extent by every moml who has

fitness to her face of the latest device in utterly unbe-
coming headgear, Our grandmothers felt that proper -

. maidenly sensibility required them to be so deeply moved

by tales of broken hiarts and unrequited affection that
they must escape from the too poignant anguish by faint-
ing into the armg of the nearest man, Their grand-
children today gre neither more or less sincere, neither
less nor more sensible in following to extremes other
emotional modes which it might be invidious to specify.
Sentimentality will not cease while the power of self-de.
ception remains to human beings.

With sentimentality genuine fiterature has no more to
do than it has with other human weaknesses and vices,
which it may picture but must not share. With senti-
ment it is concerned in every line. Of sentiment no
composition can have too much ; of sentimentality it has
more than enough if there be but the trace shown ina

the fi 1 of
To be convincing literature must express emotion
which is genuine ; to commend itself to the best sense of
*mankind lnd thus to take its place in the front rank, h
must denl wi ion which 1s whol and
A work phndn emotion may be art, and it m-y
be lasting ; but it is not the higheul art, and it does not
approve itself tothe best and sanest taste. Mankind
looi.:tl to literature for the expfedon of genuine, stron
y , trag| c.
pdu{ul the exhilaration of joy or the trenzy of f“
m‘zm but always the emotion which under the gfvtn
would be felt by the hullhy heart and soul,
by the virile man and the No
of insane power flashing here And there amid the foulness
of Tolstoi’s K ' can r cile the world
to the fact that lhe book embodies the broodings of a
mind morbid and Even to concede that the
suthor of such a work had genius could not avail to con-
ceal the fact that his muse was smitten from head to feet
with the unspeakable corruption of leprosy. Morbid
liw-mr;l may produce a onnd sensation, but it is in-

single affectation of phrase, in one un ing syllable
or unneessary accent,

There are other tests of the genuineness of the emotion
expressed in literature which are more tangible than those
just given ; and being more tangible they are more easily
applied. I have said that sham sentinient is sure to ring
false. This is largely due to the fact that it is inevitably
inconsistent. Just as a man has no difficulty in acting «
out his own character, whereas in any part that is assumed
there are sure sooner or later to be lapses and incongrui-
ties, so genuine emotion will be consistent because it is
real, while that which is feigned will almost surely jar
upon itself. The fictitious per that the novelist
actually shapes in his imagination, that is more real to
‘him than if it stood by his side in solid flesh, must be
consistent with itsell because it is in the mind of its
creator a living entity, It may not to the reader seem
winniug or even human, but it will be a unit in its con-
ceptionr and its expression, a plete and sistent
whole. The poem which comes molten from the furnace
of the imagination will be a singe thing, not a collection
of verses more or less ingeniously dove-ailed together.
The work which has been felt as a whole, whicli has been
grasped as a whole, which has as & whole been lived by
that inner self which is the only true producer of art, will
be so i , 80 unified, so closely knit, that the
reader cannot conceive of it as being built up of fortuit-
ous parts, or as existing at all except. in the b.l(ll‘\ll
completeness which genius has given it,

What I mean may perhaps be more clear to you if you
take any of the little tinkling rhymes which abound, and
examine them critically. Hven some of more merit easily
afford example. Take that pleasant rhyme so popular in
the youth of our fathers, ** The Old Oaken Bucket,” and
see how one stanza or another might be-lost without being
missed, how one thought or another has obyioasly been
put in for the rhyme to fill out the verse, and how the

author is obliged to consider what he might say next,
-putting his work together as a joiner matches boards for
Oom this "ti . u * d
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The Secret of Joy.

DY REV. THRODORKE L. CUVLER,

Ought every Christian to be happy? Ves; and may be
80, provided that he seeks in the right quarter for his
joys. Brave old Paul, who never uttered a whimper or a
whine, sént from Nero's guard-house this cherry message :
* Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice.”
He was too wise to exhort us to rejoice in money, for
wealth is a shifting sand tank; or in health, foritisa
variable possession ; or in the society of our households,
who may be snatched away at any moment., Our soul's
joys, to be solid, must rest on something immovable.
The one p hangeable joy is to have Christ
Jesus in the heart and to serve him in the daily life, and
to walk in the sunshine of his love.

A healthy joy is not a mere exhilaration or a rapture’
Neither the mind nor the nerves could stand a continual
ecstacy. I have observed that some people who live on
moods and frames, and are shouting on one day are very
liable to be sulking or scolding on the next day. A strung
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perfect sisilessucss is the altsinment of no mas. “But

(here is one whicli Christ’s followers can do, and
Mhbmm\mh the /§ atmosphere
of His love. It; : ke spend so
mq yy clouds
of unbel of con-
luinity on the

umdnmmr'wnwdnm
Cunard captain, * How dwuld 1 know, madam? I
don’t live here,"

The love of JmChrhluu sunshine, and there are
three things which thé Master enjoins upon us; if we
fulfil them, we have go* the secret of spiritual joy. The
first one is Obedience. *If ye keep my comimandmetits,
ye shall abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father's

ments, and abide in His iove.”” The only real
and tangible evidence of faith in Christ is obedience to
Christ, A lad leaves home for college, and his good
mother puts a Bible in his trunk, and says to him : ' Now,
my dear boy, you will'read this every morning and night,
and when you are reading it, and on your knees in prayer,
your mother is with you." By and by bhe writes home
from college that he is doing just what she bade him ;
and every time that boy opens his Bible and bends on his
knees before God, he is surrounded by the sweet atmos-
phere of his mother's love, He gains two blessings ; he
nlu nm‘th to resist u.p.lthn, and also the heart

4 sing his & 4

In like manner we who call ourselves Chri-thm should
abide in the bright, warin atmosph of obedi to
Him who laid down His lifé for us on the ¢ oss and ccm-
mands us to lay our lives at his feet. We must heartily
accept a whole Christ, both as Saviour and Lord, and
accept Him without any reserves or fimitations, He has
a right to command ; it is ours simply to obey. ‘' Lord,
what wilt thoy have me to do?”’ The why to do it we
must leave with Him ; and the how to do it we learn by
Bible study, by prayer and by practice, Genuine, hearty
obedience to a Yaithful Saviour is not a reluctant task
work ; it becomies a source of grateful joy. Jesus sends
His sweet smile into our conscience, and tells us that onr
“ joy shall be full,"” /

The second direction for keeping in the bright beam-
ings of Christ's love is growth in strong, godly character,
1f you will turn to the short epistle of Jule you will read
these words—'' building up yourselves on your most holy
faith, keep yourselyes in the love of God.”” The con-
struction of an edifice. Home church members never get
beyond the foundation, Not far from my sesidence is
4he grlu grown foundation for a great cathedral—laid

1y thirty years Ago but no walls have yet risen upon
i! h with professing before the world
their faith in And there they stop. They do not
‘add to their lllt& courage, temperance, meekness,

patience, godliness, lon," and 411 the other stones that
enter into a solid and cffective Chduhn life, Such self-

stunted professors gow u(hln‘ of the rfoz of Christ's
approving smile. be growing rowing
ular, gr insel -eon:e’i bunheteh 10 gtowth o grace,

ey make a wretched ltumpt to live in another atmos-
phere than the love of {uu- they attain to no more
size and beauty and fruitfulness than the stunted plants,
and frost-bitten flowers that Nansen found on the dreary
shores of the Kara Sea,

There is one more essential to a strong and happy life.
Obedience to the Master's commandments; and the
building of & solid and useful and - fruitful character can-
not be donewithout the diyvine help. Therefore the

le says, ‘' ing in the Hol rit ki ourselves
u??hne A &:y ’sp‘duire:np!{ be lifted
into the nunnhhn of fellowship wkh Jesus might use the
wings of fervent prayer. ~Independent.
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The Mote Husters.

0
BY RBY, J. H. GAMBRELL,

“Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine
own eye ; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the
mote out of thy brother's eye.”’ Thatisa good piece of
advice our Lord gave some ancient mote hunters, though
it was not relished greatly., Things disrelished are often
the things most helpful, Mdu. as & rule, is not pal-
atable, but it helps & disord The
of the skillful surgeon's kuife h not the occasion of
rejoicing, but its incisive touch saves life. The important
question with humanity is not what will be relished, but
what is needed, what will help mie?

Christ undertakes to supply the needs of humanity
rather than tickle its fancy and vanity, In this how

'pronoune-d-ndnduu his wisdom and goodness!| He

bow loses its tension. Even spiritual exhilarations are
nptwbclollondbyrucuom Justunoonuweh‘ng
our happi tions or ch g circumstances of
any kind, we 'ouyotvego down with the tide. The
thermorueter, olowjoyhanhenmtyoloulddeotmu-
phere. But if an indwelling, strengthening and gladd

ing Saviour be in the heart, if we nrive to keep his
commandments, and walk in the sunshine of his smiles,
then we can expect to ‘' rejoice evermiore,”” No blow
that does not strike Christ and a clean conscience away,
can seriously disturb a healthy Christian’s inward peace.
Although- his fig-tree shall not blossom, neither fruit shall
be in his viives, although his flock may be cut off in the
fold, and there be no berd in his stalls, yet e rejoices in
NM Mkynhlhcﬁodolbhulnﬁm.
- Con xt rosperit) kthﬂe( 1

iously brings to the surface the hidden things of
dhhowy.byndqu “Thou hypoerite."'
How the imperious nature of the royally clad deceiver,
must have quivered under this terrible indictment, that
vévealed the real chamcter, Nothing hurts a hypocrite
so much as exposure of the real character. To keep

enmity of the deceiver. It was $o with Christ. 1t il
be so with others to the end of time,
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