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A Baptist Adverb.

REV, W, M, WARKEN, M, A

Whilst pursuiug the undergraduate course at Acadia
College some years ago, It was my ptivilege to spend the
summter vaostions in dolug a little missionary work on
Prinice Rdward 1aland, After the manner of the Aposties,
two of us went forth {n company to bear the good news

of the kingdom to all ' who were disposed to give beed t0

the message. My follow-laborer was an ordained evan-
wollst, & man of congenial apirit and good natural nbﬂlllu.
though lacking a colleygiate training,

Our humble efforts were graclously blessed of (M in
the conversion of & number of persons, among whom
were some who had been brought up under the
spiritual guardisnahip of oftier denonsinations, - Of thelr
own secord, and {n pursuauce of convictions reached by
o palnstaking and prayerful study of thy Inspired Word,
these converts earnestly desived 1o follow thelr divise
Master in the ordinance of baptism, and to unite 1n fel.
lowship with a ehureh which-emphasived the doetrine of
the new birth, Whilst studiously avolding anythiug
Hke o aplirit of proselytism as belng allen to the genius
of true Christlanity, we could not refuse compliance with
the reasonable wishies of these trusting converts | and
they were therefore baptised on & profession of thelr
faith in Jemis Cheist, and recelved cordially into the
fellowship of the Baptist chureh,

An esteemed divine of o different persuasion, who re-
warded himuself an charged with the spiritual watohoare of
some of these converta, manifested much displeasure at
our apparent (nterference with hils eccleslastical preroga:
tives, This was not, of conrse, o matter of very great
surprise, It was natursl and to some extent excupable |
It might even be regarded an pralseworthy, Instead,
however, of endeavoring (o secure the return of the wan.
derers by reasoning with them and seeking to convinee
them of the unseriptural character of thelr course, the
good man deemed 1t to be more “herolo and effective to
deal directly with the thieves whom he charged with
having stolen his sheep,

Rhrewdly forecasting the possible contingencies con.
neoted with such an undertaking, he wisely summoned
10 hin assistange & distinguished Doctor of Divinity, of
thie same falth and order, whose dialectio abilities in the
arenia of theology aud New Testament enegesis wers
known and feared throughout the land, A formal visit
“on the part of auch dignitaries an these might well
awaken a measure of solicitude in the minds of the un-
teained evangelist and of the fledgling from Acadia,
‘The ostensible purpose of this visit wan to ascertain by
what authority the missionaries presumed to administer
the ordinance of baptism to those who had in lnfaney
been made recipients of that saered rite,

The gauntlet was thus throwh down, and the challenge
courteously accepted, In polite and plain terms the
reasons for our procedure were fully presented, Iufant
baptism was shown to be unauthorised by Soripture and
repugnant (o reason, New Testament baptism was shown
to be an act of personal consecration, preceded by gen.
wine-repentance and faith on the part of the candidate,
admitting him at once to the enjoyments and . privileges
of the Christian chureh, We claimed the Master's
autherity to go into all the world and preach these doc-
trines, baptizing in the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, all who professed faith in Jesus,

The erudite doctor, who had been quietly studying Mia
surroundings and waiting for ari opportune moment to
magnify his office, seemed to regard this 'as a fitting
Juncture to enter into the discussion, With an air of
profound wisdom he inquired I we had a Greek Testa~
ment at hand, He was promptly assured that we were

of the y article, for no ambitious
!hcolugtcul student of Acadia College pretends to face a
cold and unfriendly world without the benign assistance
of a genuiue Greek Testament, The book was speedily
produced, and we were asked to read Acts 165 34, giving
special attention to the clause pranslated, '‘and he
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house, Seargh~
ing questions were asked by -the learned interrogator
respecting the grammatical analysis and mieaning of the
original words, The point of the argument gradually
became apparent,. In place of the expression ' with all
his house '’ the Greek equivalent was found to be the
word pawoikei, which the classical render at once recog-
nizes as an adverb, A literal translation of the passage
would seem to be simply this, ** He rejoiced, believing
householdly in God." In aother words, it was claimed,
that the jailer believed in behalf of his_ household. He
exercised family faith, and in virwue of his faith his
houseliold was baptized, ‘‘ This is an unfortunate ad-
werb for the Baptists," argued the shrewd diviue,  since
it demolishes at one stroke their favorite stronghold re-
specting believers' baptism, and clearly authorizes the
ma baptizing infants in virtue of the m of their

. rived from the

R l-lh. argument for the unmmhmd

1o fuce, If the grammationl exegenis of the
lurui dootor was correct, it was difoult to see how hix
conclusions could be rejected, It became very plaln that
‘we must either flud a more satisfactory meaning for this
perplexing Greek adverb or forever abandon one of the
strongest citadels of our faith, ;

There In confessedly much subtlety {n the construction
of the argument here outlined, and it sometimes passes
for demionstration among those who are not familiar with
the grammatical and lexioal use of Oreek words, We
have mat this plausible method of reasoning in more than
one locality, It ls therefore worth our time to give it o
brief review in order to make plain to all (ntelligent read:
ers the precise facts of the onse.

To every candid mind It must-be obvious, in the firt

place, that the Interpretation of the good dévtor
necessarily proves & great deal more than even he would
be willing to sdwmit, For, if the Philipplan jaller could

. belleve [n behalf of his eutire housshold, (noluding as it

certainly did all the olilldren, servants and guests con-
nected with the family, there was-nothing (n the uature
of the ease to prevent him from exercising the same falth
in behalf of the friends of these guests, in behall. of the
entire country of which he was . cltisen, - Burely It was
quite as reasonable for him to belleve pawdemel — for all
his countrymen, as to belleve pawodbe/ < for all his
household, On the glven theory there is nothing to
Hmit the Imputatiye virtue of 4 Christlan's faith, With
suoh & magnificent opportunity and such a glorious
privilege he might be able, by a herole act of faith, to
save the sutire human race, If he might not even go s
fur as 10 rescue lost wplrits from perdition, Doubtioss
the oritieal dogtor would hesltate to preich such a doe
trine an this ; yet it logleally follows from his exegetioal
promises, The theory of exercising faith (n behalf of
others does not seem to admit of any definable limitations,
It proves too mueh,

Mut a further diffculty arises from this wonderful
theory, If the jaller could belleve in behalf of his house«
hold, why could he not be baptised for them ! In other
waords, why should not his baptism, as well as hin faith,
be acoepted of God {n behalf of his household ? - This is
& question which nelther the doctor nor hia friends of
lludnd falth have ever anawered with the slightest

degree of satisfaction,
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as that in ‘which he found them, We are of the upinion
that falth by proxy (nvariably leads to this result,

Lot un turn our attention for & little while to the mean-
ing of this curlous adverd, The word pameidei {s de
umh pan, all, and oddos, a housohold,
Ita more classical form in fanullla the dative case of m
absolute nominative, In that form it meaning

rfectly clear, oonuYondlu to the translation vm tn
u- above quoted, Hy a Greek (diom this dative

ken ‘lo form of an adverb, whilst atill mnlnuhm h-
thttvo d.u ﬂuﬂon Many {natances of this use of Greek
adver be oited, “but the classical reader can
vwify un oormmu of my statement by consulting any
good Greek lexicon,

The wcuo fmport of such an adverbial dative may be
umlo In by uu un of an exactly squivalent English

1, Wesay, with granimatical acturacy,
" 'rho uu or, wma his puphu. Witk present,'’ or ‘'The
father whh his children was baptized," Hm. although
the verh is in the. dugnllr number, in sach case it s
dlmlnmy undomoodt t what {s affirmed of the teacher
in ven sentence (s also affirmed of the puplls aud
that w t is predicated of the father is likewing pi redicat
of his ohlldm. Thus the dative pawoikia Mtomntlmlly
cbnu ed into the adverblal fom natkei 1n correctly
slated in our Authorized Version by the equivalent
phuu ' with all his house," ‘l‘ha eminent divines who
made this translation will |cnrct!¥ be suspected of having
been unduly biased in favor of Baptist sentiments in
givlkn this rendering, Had they outemluod the view
‘y our erudite {riend, respecting the meaning of
this uncommon adverb, they would certainly have trans-
lated it—"' he rejuiccd bolhvlnl in God in behalf of all
his household," fact that they did not so render
the clause is uutnchut evidence of their rejegtion of such
an inf tion, 1In like manner tlie scholarly authors
of the sed Version have, by louowial in the foot.
mpo of their predecessors, given their emphatic dis-
1 of any such meaning as.has
t may be ted that a comparison of milar pas-

sages in other in which this a« verb oceurs would
do much: in the w of mking‘lu meaning plain,
Unfortunately d is not to be found in luy other
ion of the ament, We are pleased, however,
to be able other sources one or two instances
in which import of the term ismade clear
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A Faithiul Stewardship.

BY KBV, WALTER 0, VARSAR,

Nothiug is more prontinent in the teachings of our
Muster than his thoughts concerning stewardship,
Perhaps we should except what he taughit of the Hether.
hood of God, Hut Jesus made it plain that bappiness,
both liere and hereafter depended upon a faithful dis-
charge of our trusts,  “Who, then, {s that faithful and
wise steward, whom his Lord will make ruler over his
household "

How many of us rully know the meaning of a fuithful
and prowpt embraciag of every opportunity ! But there
have been a few souls whom it would seem came little
short of doing thelr wtmost of service, We want to cull
attention to one such~the life of a humble man, whose
thought of self was so little his love for Christ so great.
‘Those who have read that record of thirty five years of
toil entitled “Uncle John Vassar or The Fight of Faith,"
will endorse what Dr, A, J. Gordon has said in writing
the inroduction te it ¢ A life so given up to God that
it would have been literally impossible for him to have
glven mere,""  One who recently veturned the book to
her pastor after reading it aaid, "Now 1 know the mean-
ing of the word Chrlstian.'' We may not all be calied to
do the same kind of work ; but when and where called
there giust beuo qumloullg

“'Where our Master bids us go,

"Tis not oura to answer no,"
Some can do work which others cannot, and it may be
work 1§ waiting our undertaking, . If we are faithful in
our stewardship, we will be restless, tll we find and
do it,

We want to givc a few incidents illustrative of the kind
of work Uncle John Vassar was called to do, A pastor
says : In five minutes after ha gréeted Mr. Vassar at the
train his work began on that field, Passingon the way
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to the parsonage, in sight of the shop of & blacksmith, -
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once for the shop, and his surprise grew
when he saw the smith put down the M of the horee be
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