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How  Shall the Church be Fad?

How to dea] with evil men within the church {wa
problerh of great diffoulty,and one which is constant:
ly presenting itaelf to thoge who love the ghurch and
aeek {tn wellsbelug,  There are not many, we sup:
posg, who enter the church with the definite and
connclaus purpose of appearing to be what they are
not and of making their profession of religlon a
eloak forgin,  But, ead to'say, there are many who,
having enteréd the chureh with some purpose more
or hewn real to 1ive for Chirlst, huve fullén into sin and
#0 become a gtief to thelr brethren und stumbling.
blocks to those who are without, Thelr lves dis:
honor thelr own profession nnd dingrace the chuseh,
yet, In some cases, théy wish to retaln thely smem:
bership In the church as a Ladge of respectability,
and the chureh, becanse of the feehlencss of itk own
apivitual life, retaine them {n its fellowship,

Nowhere, we think, t« there to be found so much
lght on this problem us {n the early chapters of the
Actsof the Aposties, where ls tecorded the beglnning

of the chureh's history dhd whete we nee {1t {n' {ta

first contact with an’ evil world, “The Chielutton
dommunity |s fitled and enarglabd with that Spieit

Cwhich came upon it at Pentecost, It I8 a pure

phureh, & holy fellowship, a religlous community
full of unnelfish, gerierous life.  Hypoorlay caniot
bresthe its atmonphere. ‘e wan who attem pts to
enter (iio (ta assembly with a fle in his Heart Fulls
dead on it threahold, ' That power of the Hobly
Spieit in the ehureh, attraoting, energiaing and
purifying every honest soul, tevealed and repelled

; that which was false and tnigquitous, ‘Thefe was

there a judgment {n whieh the wicked conld- not
stand, o congregation in which sinvers cowld-have
no place.  That same divine presence the chigeh
needs for (W eleansing still,  Chureh dise iptine may
be, and too often, {t (s to be feared, 1t has heen,
Hitle better than an attempt of satan to cast out
satan, When men of disveputable life ave exeluded
from the ehureh by the aetlon of fien whase own
Hven are better only (n the sense of helig less ¢ 8
reputable, there (n mnall gatn (o it to the enuse of
e rellgglon.  Purity tn the ehuieh 'S 11 must fesult

ok Ahe presence of the Holy Spirt © Whete the
Bpleit o there Ln purity; ain (s rebuked, the evil man
fomade anhamed,  Where the Hpleit 18 there will be
diseipline. 10 may not always be formal; but ivwill
be always renl and effeetive,  Wiekedness will fiee
away, a8 the darkness vanishes from the presence of

A it e wieked will either be convieted and
renounee thelr wiokedness or they will depart to
thelr own CONIPANY e oveanional intrasion of
wnholy mes (nte the fellowship of the chiureh I8 to
be onpetted,  There wan o Judas among the twelve,
a0 Ananind and Bapphiva 0 the Jerusalem ehureh,
but the Mte whieh befell these indicatés & divine
power fn the ahureh, whivh works for purity and
whigh s not 0. be averveme of evil
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we'The Now York Bxamiver published last week
what Appears 16 be an excellent portvalt of Rey, 1
Mayer; pastor of Christ ehiweh, London, My
has comie to Ameriea at the solioitation of

Mr: Moody, to lead o ten days' sevies of meetings in

Boston and New York on ' The deepening of the
Bpiritwal Hle''  The series began {n Boston on
Fehru

Tremant Temple, Mr, Meyer goes to New
in Camegie hall, Feb, 8 to 13, An
to raise fa5 000 fof chapel for
, in hemor of Moody 's six-
is expected that ene-half the
‘be raised in Rngland, " The chapel is

needed, X
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Ary 3 After speaking twice a day for three
in
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In the B@! lewson for next Sunday we flud th
aposties agaifi in prison, and this time it appears to
be not Peter and John enly, but the whole body of
the aposties, or &t least as many of them as the
Jewish authorities were able to'appréhend. The
first attempt of the Sanhedrin to.siterice Peter and
John having come to nought| the High Priest and
hin party, the Saddpcees, ate resolved on dterner
measures.  How hateful to thelr  learts, how
antagonistic to all thele beliefs and thelr prejudices
was the preactiing of Jesus and the resurrection, ene
can well concelve, Thelr poor, narrow, earth-hound
creed, with its negation of immortality or any high
spiritunl destiny for mankind, had no room for the
goupel of Jesus and it glorious dactrines of the
divine atherhood and eternal life for God's children,
Between the two there could be no fellowship, but
must be perpetunl confiict,  And just as Yittle fellow-
ship ¢an there be between the Christianity which
the apostion prenched and that modern Sadduceeism
~swhether it utters {tuelf in the name of religlon or
the name of selence~~which deples the Divinity .of
Jesun Christ and the reality of Hin resurrection,

We find the aposties in prison, but not for long,
The jealous rulers, filled with'bigotry and anxious

chiefly to make their own position and awthority
Keoure, have been foreed to take not¢ of the marvels

fous results of the preaching of these despised
Gatlledns and have resolved on o determined effort
to atump out this bluse of hetviy before (t should
become a cofflagration, Alling the land, Having
sngeeeded fn putting the aposties luto prisoy, they
doubtiess congratulate themselves that much las
been accomplished toward the desired end. They
have silenced the velee of thoke who were bedring
withess to the resurrection. '“Awd'' says Luke,
ot an angel of the Lord by night opened the
prin n doors and brovght them out wnd sald, Qo
ye and stand and apeak tn the temple all the words
of this Life,'" ‘This {s one of the cardfhal ¢ RUTH ©
{n the hilstory of Christ's people| and there are
many of thewt, ' Z'homme proposei’ but power
belongeth unto God,  Man proposes, but God (nter
poses on behall of His people and disposes all things
aecording to the counsels of His will, © This coming
of God's angel to open the prison doors and bid the
apoitles go on with the work wileh thelr Lovd had
appolnted them was not to them an, intimation that
they «should neve? suffer at the hands of thelr
enemies, but 1t was an assuranee to them that God
was with them and that the eause which they served
must telwmph, Tt gave them the divine cournge
they needed for a day that seemed franght with
treiendous perll to the ehurel, and nerved them to
apeak with all boldness the words of ' Life, ' against
the death:hound- eréed of the Baddueees and in the
presence of the powerful Banhedrin,  From thi
{tnstance of Divine interposition and from similar
instanees both i the apostolic days and in the atter
higtory of Christ's people; the assurance whould
come to every Chelatlan worker that the eause In
whichi- he {8 engaged 18 God's and that, however
seourely the enemien of Chelst may seem to have
barred doars agalnst truth and whatever bharriers
they have ereted ngalnst the onward march of the
Redeemer's Kingdon, doevs will be unlocked and
every barrler broken down until all hostile powers

ahall submit to Chrlst and every word of pmin be

fulfilled,

Onee more there {1 a meeting of the mmm.
and the apostlen’ are set hefore the counel
Wigh priest apeaka and charges them with llﬂu
Jerusalem with their teaching and l\mmm i
bring thin man's blood \\‘m\ e, g
moment for those wen of Galilee,
the courage which the eoming of tht m had
mintatered, The iasue must be aquarely faced | and
they are not afraid,  Like Abraham and all mew of
overcaming faith, they were going forth, uthnw:
ing whither, emﬂ um God was guiding,  They

were Jews, loving thelr , fondly atached to
the traditions of the' i, &nd to the ‘worship of
the tewple, They m&e do nothing st the
oo\m’::\ of the Sanhedrin, But Gad to 1
them, and truth was truth,  When Qd ¢ ;!ll." 8

they would preach mnmwm&- pon

and prestige of Sadduceelm united in erying ‘nay:"

“'We must obey God,' they sald, *‘rather than
men,"  God had shown thei that the nay of Sad-
duceelsm was a lle. - The Sadducees had denied that
Christ was the Son of God, that He had from

the dead, that He hiad ascended to the M!W
God and that it was His power now manifest in
Jerusalem to heal the bodies and the souls of en.
All this theapostles had affirmed to be the truth of
God, Here was the via of Christ opposed to the
NAY of the Sadducees, and Peter and his ‘brethren
were in no doubt s to which they should helieve
and preach, Peter declared to them that “ﬁhm
whom, they had slain, m:lu him on Atree,

man whom the high pelest had scorned to mention
by rame, even Jesus, God had raived up and exalted
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to
Tarael and remjsuion of*wins,  These were hard words
for Sadducean ears to lsten to, No wonder these
rulers of Inrael were cut to the heart and desirved to
slay these bold ministers of the truth,

The same conflict with Sadduceelsti; under o\hlf
names atd forms, {8 in the world today, There are
those who preach Jesus as the risen Chemt,  vA
Prince and a Saviour," and there are those who savil
and deny.  The denfals of wkepticlum' and the
affirmation. ot fulth, the “ nay " of the Sadducees,
the 'yea' of Christ ave forever opposed ta each other,
The grand question for each individual soul {s—-on
which side of that confliet am 1?
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Editorlal Notes.

wuHon, Hdward Blake, who wan counsel for the
Catholle minority in the lnst Manftoba School Cuse
argued before the Imperial Privy Counell {8 reported
to have expressed to My, Cliatles  Mitapatrick,
Solleitor-General of Canada, the opinfon that it ls a

- eomplete misapprehiension to think that the Privy

Counell ordered the discontinued sctiools to be te«
stored and s further of the opliiog that the Pederal
Governtent have no power whntever to deal vmh
the taxes of Manftoba or to allocate dny thotey to
Catholle or separate schools,  An amicable

weut on the lines of the proposal of the Manitobd.
governinent, he thinks, would be much more
advantageous from. every polit of view to the
Cathalle minosty than .any mncdlul hm could
ponsibly bhe,

«The 8tate of Nevada has won the distinetion of
Qhaving become the one plece of tarritory i North
Amerlea in which a prive fight can be legally held,
It l6oks ke a very ' bad eminenes'' that Nevada
has attalned. Still it does not oot a8 If the rest of
the continent can conslstently glory over much in
{ta superior morality, siiice to Judge from the apace
allotted to the suhject in the avefage newspaper,
prive-Aghting must be ‘everywhere regarded as a
matter of mont Hvely futerest to the reading publie,
One would think that the setiting of the pugliiatie
superiority of two raflans waa of more t than
the fite of a Kingdom. Thin large for the

lterature of the prise-ring is a signifipant commen. .

tary upon our wodern ol vilisation aud -enlture, and it
8 not a pleasant thing to consider the influence
whioh thin kiud of daily wental pabulum is having
upon the bays {n our hoiwes, as well an thelr brothers
of larger growth,

==In addition to the congratulatory words from
our friends, published in thess voluninm & fow weeks
ago, we have recelved a great number of & similar
‘sharagter from others all ‘over the coun 'lltn
wlre very heartily ta thank these
Yeind words, < Thetr ¢ of
of kindly, hearty uy
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