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ERA “ Senor Canovas del Castillo, the 

murdered Prime Minister of 
Anarchists. * Spain was a man of great force of 

character and probably the ablest of Spain's public 
men. Though of humble. birth he was in feeling 
and ambition a thorough-going aristocrat and con- 
servative. The prominent position which he gained 
and held in public affairs he owed to his eminent 
ability and masterful character. Born in 1828, he 
pursued the study of law and philosophy at the 
University of Madrid,and he at first devoted himself 
to journalism and literature. but naturally was 

- drawn into the political arena for which his tastes 
and ability especially fitted him. He espoused the 

cause of coustitational monarchy and made such 

necessary to avoid revolution, but in spirit he was 
strongly conservative and it is said that he would 
have liked to restore to monarchy the perogatives it 
enjoyed in the eighteenth century. The influence 
which Canovas exercised in the nation does not 
appear to have been due in any large measure to 
affectionate regard for him on the part of either the 
classes or the masses. He ruled by reason of his 
eminent ability and his dominating force of character. 
Senor Canovas was a special object of hatred to the 
Anarchists, whom he had fought energetically for 
the last twenty, years whénever he was called to the 
head of the Government. The Anagchists have been 
particularly active in Spain, and their revolutionary 
ideas have prevailed especially along the Mediter- 
ranean coast. Barcelona, it is said, may be consid. 

ered as headgnarters of Anarchy in the Peninsula, 

especially since many partisans of the Paris 
Commune took refuge there in 1871. Their outrages 
in that part of the country, especially in Barcelona, 
have been frequent, but the latest and most horrible 
exploit of the Anarchists, and the ohe which it is 
believed has resulted indireétly in the assassination 
of Canovas, was the throwing of bombs at a religious 

proc in Barcel about a year ago. The 

murderers had intended to throw the bombs at the 
Captain-general and the clerical, political "and 

military dignitaries who formed the head of the 
procession ; but they miscalculated and their dyna- 
mite killed and maimed only the poor civilians who 
had joined the procession. The Government of 
Canovas displayed great activity in ferreting out the 
authors or instigators of the Barcelona crime. Scoreg 

of Anarchists were imprisoned in the fortress of 
Montjuich, and their trial ended two or three months 
ago, to be followed by the shooting of six Anarchists 
in the Montjuich jail, More than fifty were sent to 
prison for life, and about one hundred were expelled 
from Spain. To their stories of the torture that they 
said they had to endure before making avowals of 
ss and giving the names of their accomplices 
can bet directly the assassination of Canovas. 

The slayet of Senor Canovas is a Neapolitan, named 
Colli or Golli,, who was formerly an Italian soldier 
with a bad record. ‘It is said he was sentenced in 
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1895 to eighteen months imprisonment in jail at 
Lucerne, but escaped to Marseilles. He avows him- 
selfs’ Avidrchisy, © was not actuated by 
any personal feeling goward: Canovas, but was simply 
obeying orders received from his superiors, 
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Secretary It seemed proper to take with a 
s good deal of allowance the re- 
Berman. sorts which, fof sone time past, 

have been in circulation respeting the mental con- 
dition of the Hom. John Sherman, since in the 
United States as well as in Canada public men are 
likely to have said about them a good many things 
which have little foundation in fa. But with the 
lapse of weeks the reports as to Mr. Sherman's 
health appear to grow more serious and explicit, and 
if his condition is really such as that indicated in a 
Washington despatch published the other day in a 
leading New York paper, the matter is a serious one 
atid it becomes difficult to understand how President 
McKinley could have chosen & man in so -feeble 
mental condition as Mr. Sherman must have been 
to discharge the and highly important 
duties of Secretary of State. Inexplanation of this, 
we are told that Mr. McKinley's agreement with 
Mark Hanna, the Ohio Republican * boss,’’ involv- 

ed a position in the U. S. Senate for the latter, and 
this made it necessary that Senator Sherman should 

to the 
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influential friends of Sse Sherman to induce 
him to leave Washington and go to some quiet re- 
treat where he can rest until fall, and it is the belief 
in administration circles that he will go out of the 
cabinet soon after the November elections. The 
Secretary's sad condition of health and mind is no 
longer concealed even by his friends. It was the 
hope, in fact the understanding, when he went to 
Long Island that he would remain there until the 
President returned to Washington. His sudden 
return to Washington was wholly unexpected and 
the result to the diplomatic relations ot the United 
States has been embarrassing. This morning 
Secretary Sherman made an absolute denial of all 

_ the interviews concerning the Canovas assassination 
that ee Sedge newspapers on Monday morn- 
ing and sta he ‘diplomatic world, He seems to 
remember none of the occurrences of Sunday night . 
when he brought his chair out on the front step and 
the newspaper men gathered around him and he 
gave out a variety of interviews. The Secretary’s 
condition is painful to his friends. A physical 
collapse may at any time occur and would ¢reate no 

surprise, 
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For a week past harvesting 

The Crops. operations have been in progress 
in sections of Manitoba and the present week, it is 
said, will see them general throughout the province. 
The reports as to the crops. in the prairie province 
are very satisfactory. In most sections it appears 
that both inquantity and quality the yield of wheat 
is a good average, while the increase of acreage 
will make the crop of the present year the largest in 
the history of the province, Barley and oats, where 
these have been sown, are reported to have yielded 
well, but the land for the most part had been sown 
to wheat. In Ontario, too, the wheat crop, though 
considerably damaged by a heavy storm about the 
first of the month, is apparently turning out well 
and surpassing expe@ations. There are good re- 
ports too as to the crops in British Columbia. - In 
the eastern provinces the excessive wetness of the 
spring and early summer was much against farming 
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operations. . The hay crop, however, appears to be 
at least an average in most sections. It is doubtful 

if the same can besaid of grain and root crops. The 
apple crop is reported to be very light, and plums a 
failure, In the United States the corn crop will not 
be so large as anticipated a month ago and the yield 
will fall considerably below an average. The im- 
mense acreage planted brings the corn crop of the 
country up, however, dccording to a conservative 
estimate, to an aggregate of 1,800,000,000 bushels. 
The wheat crop of the United States is exceptionally 
large. Fall wheat is expected to yield a total of 
360,000,000 bushels and spring wheat 240,000,000, 

or a total wheat crop of 600,000,000 bushels. In 
Europe and South America the crop is a partial 
failure and Russia is said to have prohibited the 
export of wheat. . The prospect is therefore that the 
wheat growers of the United States and Canada will 
receive fair prices for their grain and that the carry- 
ing trade for the coring months will be unusually 
active. 
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The o Visit The visit of Emperor William of 

Germany to St. Petersburg and 
to Russia. his meeting with the Czar has 

attracted a good deal of attention in Europe, Sitce it 
is supposed that the royal meeting may result'is 
a German-Russian-French understanding 
Great Britain. That such a combination would be * 

in ay and in accordance with the 
:  thefe seems little reason to 

doubt, and It 16 Bat probable that England can build 
anything upon the good will of Rudsia. Alluding 
to this visit of the Kaiser to Russia, the London 
cosrsapondant of the New York Tribune says: 
“The fact that the German Emperor is accompanied 

to St. Petersburg by the Imperial Chancellor, Prince 

Holienlohe, and by the presumptive Foreign Minister, 
Baron von Buelow, indicates the importance which is 
attached to the visit. Advices from Paris, however, show 
there is little enthusidsm there on the subject of the 

suggested anti-English alliance, the impression being 
that France, in éntering into such an arrangement, is 

only playing Germany's game, and it is very doubtful if 
France will derive material advantages therefrom. On 

the cther hand, Great Britain, judging from the tone of 
the press, is absolutely indifferent and is content to 
continue in her position of ‘‘ splendid isolation,” satisfied 

that either the Drelbund or the Russo-French combination 
will receive her with open arms if she ever desires to join 
them, even though maps are already published showing 
the approaching partition of the British Empire.’ 
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Ukssest 4n Inds ' The recent outbreak against British 
rule in Northern India, while of no 

great importance in itself, has been a cause of consider 
able b it was i ible to tell how much 
lay back of it and how far-reaching is the chain of influ- 
ence with which it is connected. If the insurrection is 

only an exp of local di and lawlessneds it 
will amount to little and will involve the British Govern- 
ment in nothing more serious than the slight expenditure 

of military force necessary to teach the disturbers of the 
peace a wholesome lesson. But if back of this outbreak 
is the influence of the Ameer of Afghanistan, inciting 
Indian tribes to revolt, and back of the Ameer the secret 
plottings of Russia, the matter assumes a more serious 
aspect. The English newspapers of India have discussed 
the question of the Ameer’s complicity in the matter and 

we are told that news of suspected Afghan intrigues is 
very seriously regarded in London, Anonymous letters 
have appeared in the native Indian press glorifying the 
Turkish victories in Thessaly as Islam’ 's rising star. and 
declaring that the Ameer was ready to come to rid India 
of the thraldom of the Christian yoke, bidding all the 
faithful be prepared and asserting that the riots at Chi 
were but preliminary to better pS vc 7rd ope « pod 
of the situation generally and the mr of 


