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'“,?,,, ._"m_'_ L ?v_.::
ward lias been revolutionised, or in

& word she has been converted to our civilization,
made willing to accept it, and is evidenciug the
sinie by many and unmistakable impulses and en.
terprises. What | desire to make clear and
to emphasize is the fact that the /iterati, as a class,
including the officials and the literary centres of

China, are the persons and places most diretly and

powerfully affected by this new attitude of China.
In fact it might be said that they were the first to
accept the situation, and are now committing the
whole coutitry to an abandonment of the old for the
new learning, and transforming all the former liter-
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China’s Awaken'ng.

Statements made from time to time by those con-
neéled with missionary work in China go to show
that there is a very significant intellectual move-
ment among the /lerati or ted class of peopl
in that country, -This movement, it is represented,
portends a radical break with the unprogressive past
and an adoption of the ideas afrd methods of western
divilization, after the example of Japan. In China,
to a greater degree than in any other country, it
would appear, the educated classes are diredtly in-
fluential in the affairs of the Empire. They are the
ruling classes and from them come those who ad-
minister the government. The aristocracy of China
is not one of blood, but of cultivated brain, the
question of rank is determined much less by family

descent than by education. The Chinese who have
pursued regular courses of study and taken degrees
corresponding to Western  University degrees of
Bachelor of Arts, Master of Arts, &c., are estimated

to number more than half a million,

The methods and repults of Chinese education are
of course, from a western point of view, far from sat-
isfactory. But prolonged study is necessary to the
taking of the degrees, involving very considerable
mental discipliné and culture, A result of the sys-
tem, however, has been to make the educated, and
therefore the ruling, classes in China self-satisfied,
arrogant and contemptuous toward all foreigners, as
well.as toward thelr methods in education and in
other matters, Here and there in China a man,like
I4 Hung Chang, has been great enough to perceive
that this blind complacency of the ‘‘ Higher

Classe was o very foolish and dangerous thing,
but the Chinese lords generally were not to be
wakened from thelr pleasant dreams except by some
very rude shock. . Such a shock came with the war
with Japan, and there appears to be good evidence
that it has not been without effe®. In an article in
the Missionary Review, of Oftober lnst, Dr. J. T
Gracey, says That the fallure of Chins in the
conflit with Japan has put the nation inte an
attitude of enquiry as to ‘how it happened' s
abundantly evidenced throughout the empire. To a

degree perhaps never known befors, China is willing
to take a seat on the school-forms of ‘western
nations.”" The arrogant conservatism of the edu-
cated Chinese is in a measure broken down, and,
thanks to the work®f Christian missions, the meaus
f enlightenment as to the outside world and of
education in accordance with western ideas is avall-
able to the Chinese student, From the article above
quoted we learn further that the Education Associa-
tion of China has for some years sought toaid in the
production of suitable text books designed to pro-
mote the general educational interests of China.
Valuable works have been issued covering almost
the whole field of mathematics, natural sclence,
mental and moral philosophy and other departments
of western learning, until there {s no reason why a
Chinese pupil may not be given a general education,
through the medium of his own language, equiva-
lent to a college education in Europe or America,
lu the Boston Watchman, of January 13th; is an
article entitled ' China Made Willing,” by Dr. V.,
T. Allen, of Shanghai, editor of The Review of the
Times, a periodical published by the Society for the
Diffusion of Christian and General Knowledge, Dr.
Allen speaks emphatically as to the effect of the late
war—''a war which, " he says, * hag been the most
decisive, most significant and potential event that
has happened in the far east for many centuries, aud

ary centres into nurseries of reform_and progress. '
All this comes of that little formula * made willing.'
There is nothing now that China cannot do, and
nothing that she will not forthwith attempt. And

* meanwhile there is, and will be indefinitely, such a

demand for books, periodicals—in faét literature of
all kinds, and schools and colleges, literary, scien-
tific, technical, professional, &c.—as shall tax all
our resources to the utmost and beyond, Nothing
even approaching the p t adtivity of the llerati
and literary centres was ever seen before in China. "

- In connection with this great literary awakening
among the Chinese a fact of special gignificance is the
prominence into which it is bringing the Christian
missionaries. It does not appear that as yet the
missionary is being sought because of the spiritual
hunger of these ruling classes in the Chinese Empire,
‘The movement for the present is intellectual rather
than religious. But the missionary has the know-
ledge that is now in so great demand, He is
acquainted with western civilization,modern schools
and methods of education, modern industrial life
and civil government. And so-it has come to pass
that the missionary is being much sought unmto,
But every department of missionary life, Dr, Allen
says, is feeling .the influence of the revival in the
intellectual life of the nation. The sales of the
American Bible Society have trebled in the last two
or three years, all the missionary colleges are
crowded and pupils have to be turned away, the
Tradt Society, the Diffusion of Knowledge Society
and other publishing socleties are taxed to supply
the orders that come to them, and newspapers and
periodicals are being multiplied and circulated
everywhere, Buch an attitude as has been indicated
among the most influential classes in China is surely
of great significance from a Christian and evangelis-
tic point of view, It must mean the opening of a
great door for missionary effort, and a great respon-
sibility for the Christian peoples of the western
world, who know that incomparably the best thing
which the West has to give to China is the gospel of
Christ
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Christ Teaches Men to Pray,

In the few sentences of Matthew's Gospel, which
form the Bible lesson for next Sunday, we have a
teaching wonderfully luminous and revelatory as to
the true spirit and method of prayer. These words
of our Lord are remarkable not only -for what is
expressed in them, but for what is {mplied. Jesus
does not _spend any time in showing that prayer is
consistint with the comititution of the Universe,
and that it is reasonable and logical for men to pray.
He seoms to take it as & et that needs no proof
that men may speak to God and be heard of him,
aud that it is as natural and necessary for them to
do #o an for little children to tell their wants
to their parents. Prayer was to him as vital
breath, and from his standpoint it no more required
to be proved that men's life is nourished by com-
wmunion with God through prayér, than that their
life is nourished by pure air and wholesome food.
The one grand argument as to the vulue of prayer is
prayer itself, Christians may be content: to leave
thie argument for prayer where Jesus left it. Prayer
is its own justification, It is not the learsied men,
with their many weighty arguments to show the
reasonableness of prayer, who convince the skeptic,
but the great host of devout souls who constantly
call upon God, Tt seems impossible that any sane
and thoughtful man'can believe that prayer is not
an essential factor in the highest human develop-
ment, this world is not & better world than it

tion that has a promise of

man today, there is no influence so strong to keep
him from utter’ unbelief a8 the memory of his
father's or his mother's pleadings at a throne of

grace,

But not everything that passes by the name of
prayer is in reality prayer. To be of any value
prayer must be nfore - than the ostentatious postur-
ing of the self-righteous and self-conscious Pharisec
who prays stapding in the Synagogueand at the
corners of the streets that he may be seen of men
It must be more than the vain repetitions which the
heathien uses, with the thought that by his much
apeaking he shall win merit from his god: It must
mean the uplifting of the séul to and the out.
going of the human spirit in its need to Him whio is
the #ntlm of our apirits and in whom is the supply
for the wants of every living thing.

In not.hing has Jesus more conv{ndn&ly demon
strated his right to be regarded as a divine teacher
than in this short prayer which he taught his
disciples. The more one contemplates it and the
more he endeavors to make it his own, the more he
feels how wonderful it is, how satisfactory in its
answer to the soul's profoundest questionings, and
how comprehensive and full in its expression of the
spirit's deepest needs and highest rations, It
answers questions we say, such questions as these
‘" May I come to God, may I speak to him, or is he
forever withdrawn into infinite distance and secrecy
that no human eye or voice can ever etrate?
And the answer is ‘* You may come to , His ear
is opent to your ery.'': And the soul asks: '* How
shall I think of God, how shall I address Him ;
what is He to me, and what am I to Him? " And
the answer: ''God is Father, and when you pray,
say, ' Our Father,' and you, if ?'ou truly pray, you
are His child,” ‘ Bat Iam a sinner ; may asinner
come, is there forgiveness with God? " And the
answer i8: ‘“There is forgiveness to the penitent
and humble; if you forgive you shall also be for-

fven.”’ ** But this world seems full of evil ; is it
grun'l world? ' **No, but God's world. His
kingdom is advancing ; rﬂy that it may fully come.
His will divine is working to its fulfilment ; gf:y
that it may be done in earth as in Heaven.'' Then,
what boundless room for aspiration in the assurance
of the divine fatherhood and the human sonship and
in the coming kingdom which the prayer izes,
and what assurance that daily bread will be given,
and every need supplied by the hand of the Al
mighty and all:doving Father in Heaven, It is
surely a great thing to have our questionings, our
needs, our aspirations so recognized and answered
as they are here in this short prayer which Jesus
taught His disciples, . ;
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“Ye are Brethren.”

A sad case of division in a church has recemtly
been brought to our notice, As the matter is re-
presented to us there is a considerable minority of
the church who are not walking in fellowship with
the majority and who maintain , that they havc
grievances which justify their course. The matter
we are told, was presented to the Association to
which the church belongs, and the Association ad
vised the calling of a mutual council by the major
ity and mivority parties in the church, This the
minority is anxious to have done, but the majority
decline to consider the proposal of the minority to
call a council, or even to permit a statement from
them in the miatter to be read in a meeting of the
church, The MESSENGER AND VISITOR is asked to
advise in the matter, Itis hardly possible to ad
vise in such a case without a larger and more defi
nite knowledge of the circumstances than we
possess, But, on the assumption that the facts arc
as represented, it would seem to be a thatter of wis
dom and Christian courteay for the majority to ac
cepl the advice of the Association and unite with
the minority in calling a council, in the hope that
the cause of trouble may be removed and harmon,
restored, - A council of wise and -disiuterested
brethren is not fikely to advise anything opposed
to the best interests of the church or of any of its
members, and if the advice should not appear good
in the eyes of the brethren, they would be under no
compulsion to accept it. But dissension and divi
sion in a church are so unchristian and so fraitfu!
iu evil results that every true follower of Christ will
surely be willing to accept any i
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