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He is Risen.’

Sometimes; after weary days of storm and gloom,a
new morning breaks upon the earth all radiant with
sunshine, joyous with the singing of birds.and
sweet with the breath of flowers. The air seems
charged with a potent elixir from the very founts of
being. Men go forth gs into a new world. Life
flows info them through all their senses and they
find it a joy. to be alive. S¢ the spiritual pulse of
the .Christian is quickened as his soul takes in the
truth of Christ’s resurrection. A new heaven and a
new carth rise before him, and his inmost being
throbs in glad harmony with the life of God.

The resurre@ion of Jesus was necessary to the
completion of his gospel. His life and ministry
would have been wonderful indeed if he had simply
lived, and died a martyr’s death, as many a prophet
before him had done. His name would have been
greatest amomg them all. But he would not have
been the ** Light of the World,"’ for the shadows of
death would have remained undispersed. The full
attestation of his Sonship and his power would have
been lacking and he would not have been manifested
as tke conqueror of man’s great ememy. If Jesus
had remained dead in.Joseph's tomb, then all those
highest hopes whi¢h he had inspired inthe breasts
of his followers must have perished like the falling
of unripe fruit, The worhen who had loved him and
ministered to him would have gone to the sepulchre
and rendered the last sad tribute of affeétion, and
then returned to weep for their lost friend who coul
not become their Saviour. The disciples would
have gone about sadly and aimlessly for a little
while, sorrowfully conversing together—as did those
two who walked to maus-—of the great hopes
which had been so cruelly disappointed in the cruci-
fixion of him whom they had called ‘Lord’ and
‘Christ.” Soon they would have gone back again’
to their old employments, and that wonderful life
and ministry of Jesus would have become to them a
sad and mysterious memory. It would have been
as if the sun which had just touched the horizon
had sunk back and all the promise of a glorious day
had failed, and the light of a radiant morning had
faded out into blackest nigat.

But such a life as that of Jesus could not be
obliterated. Sooner might the sun be blotted from
the heavers and all the life of the world be
swallowed up of death. The ministry of Jesus had

" enthroned him in every honest heart as Son of God,
and it was impossible that he should be holden of
death.  He awakes in power., The serpent’s head
is crushed beneath his heel, his foot is upon the
neck of that * grisly terror” which so long had
tyrannized over the souls of men. He is glorious in
his apparel now. He has put on the garments of
viétory. He marches in the greatness of his strength.
He is mighty to save.

The church must not fail to grasp this revelation
of the risen and glorified Christ. It must never be
forgotten that Jesus of Nazareth is declared to be
the Son of God with power by his resurrection from
the dead. Very gracious to us is the thought of
Jesus in his humiliation, very near does he come to
us as the Man of Sorrows who was tempted like
ourselves, who bore our sins and carried our griefs,
unspeakably precious to us is he as the Lamb of
God ; but let us not forget that he could become the
Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world,
because hie was the Son of

Baviour is no more the lowly man of Nazareth, the
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- still for the disciple to learn.
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rejected and’ crucified Jesus, but tl;- Risen One,
exalted at the right hand of God, a Prince and a
Saviour to give repentance to Israel and the remis-
sion of sin. He is the Great. High Priest through
whom every child of faith draws near to God, We
see mot yet &l Mings put under man, but we sce
Jesus the eternal representative of humanity, clothed
with glory and honor, and the hearts of the faithfwl
are strengthetied by the assurance that by and by
they shall fully share the vitory of their Lord
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The Things of Men and the Things of
God.

In the passage that precedes the Bible lesson for
the current week we find our Lord qre: tioning his
disciples regarding their conception of himself,—his
personality and his office. Their opportunitics for
knowing and understanding him had been much
greater than those enjoyed by others. The Master
had been patient with these disciples. He had not
demanded that in coming to him they should at
once declare their faith in him as the Mes " h
That is his way always. He does not hu
disciples. He wishes them to receive the.ts
cerning himself and his kingdom as they a:
bear it, and so long as they keep their facc
fastly toward the light, he will be patient wit'
slowness. But now that the seed which |
been sowing had been given time to germin
was important that these disciples should 1
stand and declare plainly what their conception of
him involved ; was he more to them than he was to
others? ‘“Who do yesay that I'am? " Peter,
answering promptly for the rest, had spoken, with
the ring of strong conviction in his words, saying,
“ Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God
Gladly the Lotrd listened to the confession of his
disciple, assuring him that in this matter he had
been taught of God, and that he was destined toa
position of ' great influence in the kingdom of
heaven; :

Peter had done well. He had proved himself an
apt seholar in the school of Jesus. He had reached
the assured conviction that his Master was the Son
of God, and thus had shown himself worthy to be
called ‘ Peter,” having obtained a sure position on
that everlasting rock of faith which is fundamental
to all true discipleship. - But there was a great deal
It was Peter’s weak-
ness not to understand this. He seemed to think
that he had graduated at the school of Jesus, with
honors, whereas he had just matriculated. Peter
felt wise enough now to instruét his Master and, as
he thought, to restrain Jesus from an indiscretion. -
It is a remarkable picture, is it not, and none the
less so that there are so many counterparts of it in
lives which we know much more intimately than we
do Peter’s. Here is this poor ignorant man, so ex-
alted in his self-sufficiency that he feels quite com-
petent to instru@® and to resfgain from an unwise
course Him whom he himselPhad lately declared to
be *‘ the Christ, the Son of the living God.’' But
are we in a postion to sit in judgment upon Peter in
this matter? Have we never, in the face of the
precept or the example of the Master whom in our
formal confessions we call ‘‘ the Christ’’ and the
‘ Son of God, '’ said, ‘‘ Npt so Lord,’’ and ‘' this is
not expedient?’’ Have we not in effeét said many
times that we know ways much easier and better
than that which the Divine Master has indicated ?
If Jesus is the Son of God, then there can be no
question of our duty to follow "unquestioningly
where he leads. What does it avail to call him
Master and Lord, and refuse to accept his com-
mands ?

In his rebuke of Peter our Lord sets in strong
contrast ‘‘ the things of God’’ and *‘ the things of
men.”’ Peter's expostulation with his Master had
been determined by a regard for ‘‘the things of
men.”’ It came to the ears of Jesus as the echo of
that mighty temptation by which, in the wilderness,
Satan had sought to break down his allegiance to
God. The matter had bgen settled there, once for
all. He had given himself up fully to do the will
of God, to be the Christ of Israel and the Saviour of
the world, whatever the cost might be. This was

the work which the Father had given hiw to do;
and he who persuaded him to draw back from that

work and to refuse the cup which the Father put.

into his hands, offered the counsel of Satam, and,
h the advisor was a beloved disciple, hié met
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There are two lessons suggested here of great mo.
ment. One is the importance of determining clearly,
at the beginning of one’s religious experience, his
relations to God and to Satan. Jesus had definitcly

decided to reject entirely the overtures of Satan and -

to renounce all seeming good that must be sought
by forsaking the path of duty to God and his fellow
men. Yhose who would walk in fellowship ‘with
him must take their stand here with himi- He ad
mits wo compromises with the god of this world
The. disciple who keeps his Spiritual vision clear,
his conscience sensitive by constant fellowship with
Clirist will not be overthrown' by the force of a sud.
den temptation. The other lesson is that the
temptation to unfaithfulness, from whatever source
it may come is to be met at once-and sternly as a
suggestion of Satan. One’s dearest friend may be.
cote his dearést enemy.

In view of the strong temptation always pressing
upon us to * mind the things of men," and to give
allegiance to the god of this world, our Lord’s im-
passioned admonition to his disciples demands con-
sideration, “If any man will come after me, let
him take up his cross,’’ etc. This was almost liter-
ally true as a condition of real discipleship in that
day, and it is still true that self-denial is a condition
of following Jesus. But self-denial does not mean
self-destruction. If the gospel involves the surren-
der of the world, it saves the man, and what is all
the world to a man who loses his life in obtaining
it? What are *‘ the things of men’’ in comparison
with ** the things of God ? ”’ ** For the Son of Man
shall come in the glory of his Father, with his
angels ; and -then shall he render to every man ac-
cording ta his deeds.’’ 2
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Editorial Notes.

—The well written article by Miss Bishop, to
which we give up our first page this week, deals
with an jnteresting subjeét and will no doubt, as it
deserves to do, attract many readers,

—It is much to be regretted that the "Amierican
Missionary Union at the close of its finaudial year,
March ‘31st, has to confront a serious deficit.
year by a special effort on the part of the people and
the large gift of Mr.' Rockefeller, the acéumulated
debt of the Union was wiped out, and it was hoped
that this year receipts would equal expenditure,
This hope has been disappointed. Just what the
deficit is we do not know, but it is probablynet less
than $100,000. The excitement and suspénse in
commercial circles occasioned by the metiace of war
is said to have seriously affeted the receipts of the
Union during the month of March.

~—We have received number one of a:series of
pamphlets which the Educational Review has under-
taken to publish, and which will aim to ‘present the

leading events and personages of Canadian history |

in such a way as to interest and instruct. THe first
number contains papers as follows: Physical
Growth of Canada, by G. F. Matthew, D. Sc.; The
Legend of Glooscap, by James Vroom ;. Cartier’s
First Voyage, by W. F. Ganong, Ph.D, ; Winter at
St. Croix Island, by G. U. Hay, Ph. B. ; The Story
of Lady La Tour, by James Hannay ; The Story ol
the Loyalists, by J. G. Bourinot, C. M. G, L.I. D
This is an attraétive table of contents and he who
purchases and reads will surely find himself well 1-
paid for his time and money. Price 15 cents. -

—The MESSENGER AND VISITOR was pleased to
receive a call the other day froin Mrs, A, D. Hatt-
ley, of Florenceville, Carleton Co., N.'B. Mm.
Hartley is one of the papet's valued friends. She
has been obtaining for us some new subscribers and
hopes to*obtain others. And Mrs, H—— does good
in other ways. Her interest in good erferprises
finds ekpression in a private museum, to which she
has devoted a room in her house, and in which she
has gathered many curious and interesting articles
from home and foreign lands, Visitors to this roon
are charged @n entrance fee of ten cents, and the
proceeds go to benevolent objects. - Already durind
the past year the museum has yielded ten dollars 10
the Foreign Mission treasury. -Mrs. Hartley is ¢t
tainly one of those women who should be helped.
may be that there are readers of the MrssuNGH
AND VISIrom who have in their homies ciirios whic
:lh:: would be glad to add to Mis, Hartley
’ ’
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