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“Blessed iri Him.”

BY C. N, SPURGEON,

Men shall be blessed in him,—Psalm 72 : 17,

My first remark poncerning the text is, that it makes
mention of a singular condition : ** Men shall be blessed
in bim."

It is & singular condition to be blessed, for, by nature,
men are not blessed. We are born under a curse. Our
first father turned sside the blessing when he disobeyed

OGod's command, and in the early dawn of the day of our
.race, he darkened our sky once for all. The curse still
abides upon man, that in the sweat of his face he shall
eat bread, and upon woman, that in sorrow she shall
bring forth children, How much woe lies in the curse
that falls upon us in consequence of our own personal
sin! ""'Who slew all things''—these comforts and joys
of life? Oftentimes they have been slain by & man's
own hands, through his own sin, or through the sins of
those who surrround him, The trail of the old serpent is
everywhere, You cannot open your eyes without dis-
covering that man is not blessed, but oftentimes abides
under the curse. Put that truth down before you, and
then read the text, '' Men shall be biessed in him."
Apart from him, they are accursed ; they wring their
hands and wish they had never been born, and some sigh
and sorrow almost without ceasing. Man is born to
trouble, as the sparks fly upward, and it is a singular
thing that any man should be blessed, so singular, that
no man ever is blessed until he comes to be connected
with the Lord Jesus Christ : ' Men shall be blessed in
him,”

Many people who forget all about the curse, neverthe-
less acknowledge that they are unhappy. Go up and
down amongst the whole race of men, and how few you
will find really happy ! I believe that none are truly
happy until they are i Christ; but even if théy were
happy, that is not the word that is used in ourtext, It
does not say, ‘' Men shall be happy in him.” It gives
us a fuller, deeper, richer word than that: ‘‘ Men shall
be blessed in him.” To be more happy, may be a thing
of time and of this world only ; I do not mean that the
happiness may not be true and real, but still, compared
with all that'the word ‘‘blessed,” implies, the word
‘“happy'’ has no eternity, no depth, no fulness, no force
init. 8o that, even {f men were happy, they would not
come up to the fulness of the promises in our text, But,
alas | the mass of men are unhappy--sighing for this,
and mourning for that, never -blessed, but only hoping
to be so. The text, therefore, comes in with its sweet
silvery ring, telling that men shall cease to be unbappy,
and that they shall rise even above merely being happy,
and they shall come to be ** blessed in him."

Let me tell you what Christ does for a man who is
really in him. and then you will see how he is blessed,

The man who comes to Christ by faith,and truly trusts
Christ, has all the past rectified. All his sins, whatever
they may have been, are pardoned in a moment as soon
as be believes in Jesus Christ the Sonof God, His in-
iquities are blotted out,and are as if they had never been
committed. As the cloud passes away, and is no more to
be seen, so the thick clouds of our sins are dispersed by
Christ as soon as we belleve in him,  Nor will they ever
retury to darken oursky, The forgiveness which God
gives is not temporary, but eternal, Ounce pardoned, you
are pardoned forever ; the act of divine amnesty and ob-
livion stands fast forever and ever. Is not that man
truly blessed, then, who is made free from sin? David
says, ‘' Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,:
whose sin is covered,” Blessed is the man unto whom
the Lord imputeth not iuiquity, and whose spirit thers is
no guile.” This is the blessedness which Christ gives to-
those who are in him, that, as for the past, in its entirety,
with all its blackness, with all its aggravated sin, he bas
taken it upon himeell, and borne the penalty due on ac-
count of it, and he makes a clean sweep of it, and says of
the man who trusts in bim, ' Thy sins, which are many,
wre all forgiven ; go in peace.’” That is one part of the-
blessedness of those who are in Christ, the past is all
forgiven,

At the same time, the man who Is in Christ receives
present favor. Assoon as we truly believe in Jesus,
there steals over our heart a delicious rest, according to
his gracious invitation and promise, ‘‘ Come unto me,
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest,’’  And as we go on 10 serve the Lord, and take his
yoke upon us, and learn of him, we find rest unto our
souls, for his yoke is easy, and his burden s light, 1
believe that, oftentimes, a child of God, when he realizes
Iiis union to Chrirt, feels so blessed that he does not
know of anything that could make him more blessed
than he is. He says, '' I am perfectly content with my

Lord, and with what I am in him. With myself, T am
always dissatisfied, and always groaning because 1 can-
not entirely conquer sin; but with my Saviour I am
always satisfied, T am mumphnt in him, and rejolcing
lﬂllu indeed, blessed in him.' - Some of you know
whtlwthlulthwhl child of God, and an

My life sometimes seems to be like that of a man
walking wpon & tight rope. The walk of faith is very
miysterious ; one false step, orone slip, and where should
we be?” I,M.dnplhd, “Yed, it is s0, no doubt ;
but then, underneath are the everlasting srms."” Ah!
that is a blessed addition to the figure; there is no slip-
ping off the rope on which God calls us to walk’; but if
there were, und h are the everlasting arms, and all
is well ; and the Christian, when he knows that, and
lives as one should live who is in Christ, is even now a
truly blessed man,

But that is not all, for he who bclhvu in Christ has
his future guaranteed.  He dnes not know how long he
shall live, and he does not want tu know; and as he
knows it, it is better than our knowing it. Whether our
1fe is long or short, he will be with us unto the end,
and as our days our strength shall be, He will sanctify
to us every trial we meet, and nothing shall by any
means harm us. He will bring us safely to our journey’s
end, and we shall go through the cold death-stream with-
out a fear; we shall rise trlumphant on the shore of the
hill country on the other side, and we shall bebold our
Saviour's face without a veil between forever and forever,
All this is an absolute certainty if we are the children of
God, for it is not possible that one of the divine family
should perish, that one bought with the blood of Christ
should ever be cast away. He will keep his own, and
preserve them even to theend. Are they not blessed,
then, and is not the text full of sweetness as to this
singular condition, ** Men shall be blessed in him? "'

Where are you, ye blessed men and women? Where
are you? Come and enjoy your blessedness ; do not be
ashamed to be happy. I do believe that some Christians
are a little frightened at themnselves when they find that
they are full of joy ; and if, perchance, they should ever
break through the rules of decorum, anc express their
Joy ; then they turn crimson, It was not thus with the
saints of old, for sometimes they spoke and sang so
loudly of the joy of their hearts that even their adver-
saries said, ‘‘ The Lord hath done great things for us;
whereof we are glad,”’ and aguin_they lifted up their
hallelujahs, Then were their mouths filled with laughter,
and their tongues with singing, Solet it be with you,
for you are indeed a blessed people if you are in Christ,

Now I want to dwell for a minute or two, for the ex.
altation of our Lord, upon the full assurance 'which is
expressed 1n this text : ‘“Men shall be blessed in him.”

The prophet speaks here,my brethiren,in a very positive
manner ; there is no quiver in his voice, there isno hes-
itancy about his speech. I am afraid that, at the present
moment, there are some even of godly men who tremble
for the ark of the Lord ; and the hand of Uzzah is visible
here and there, But the ark of the covenant of the
Lord needs no steadying hand from you or from me ; the
cause of truth is always secure, for God preserveth it.
Let us not be afraid, neither let us be discouraged, It is
a grand thing to get a sentence like this with a ** ghall "
init: * Men shall be blessed in him.” ‘‘It is not,”
‘* perhaps they may be,'’ but ‘‘ Men shall be blessed in
him.” Not, *‘perchance they may be blessed under
certain conditions ;! but, ‘* Men shall be blessed in
him,”

This means, in'the first place, they shall not try him
and fail, Therenever was a man, who came to Christ,
who falled to geta blessing from him, There never was
one who believed in Jesus, and yielded himself up to the
gracious sway of the Prince of Love, who did not get a
blessing from him, I have never met with a Christian
yet who, in life or in death, has said, ‘' I have been dis-
appointed in Christ. He hasdeceived me. - I soughtand
hoped for blessedness, but I have missed it."" Never
can this be said truly, *‘ Men shall be blessed in him,"
If they do really come to him they shall not miss this
blessedness.

Nay, I go further, and say that they shall not desire
him, and be denied. There was never a soul that desired
-to be blessed in Christ, and was willing to yield itself up

to Christ, that Christ did ever reject. There is no one-

in hell who can truthfully say, '* I came to Jesus and he
spurned me ; '’ and there never shall be one such, for it
is written, ' Him that cometh tome I will in no wise
onst out.” The foot that was nailed to the cross never
spurned a sinner yet. The hand that was pierced never
pushed away a penitent. Christ is all invitation, there
is no rejection ahout him, he constantly bids sinners to
come unto him, and this text is true for: you, whoever
you may be, '‘ Men shall be blessed in him,"

1 am glad to go as far as that, and to say that none
‘who ever came to Christ falled to get a blessing from
him, and that none who desire to come to him have ever
been denled by him; but I am going atill further.
‘ Men shall be blund in him," that is to say, they shall
come to Christ and get the blessing, Some, alas! will
not come to him ; but, O slrs, if any of you refuse to

come do not make any mistake about the matter! You'

think that by refusing his luvitation you will thwart
Christ and defeat the purposes of God ; by no manner of
means, The King's wedding fesst, shall be furnished
&M;M‘:‘mmm will not come
in 10 Mighway

Wy

January 12, 1898,

the result of the death of Christ depends upon you, and
that it is in your power to prevent the accomplishment of
the almighty purposes of the Saviour's love, Nay, nay ;
" He shall see his seed, hie shall prolong his days, and
the pleastire of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He
shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied.”
1f ye believe not, I must say to you what Christ said to
the Jews, * Ve believe not, because ye are not of his
sheep,” His sheep hear his voice and he knows them,
and they follow him, and he gives unto them eternal
life, and they shall never perish, ** All that the Father
giveth me,’" saith be, ‘* shall come to me.” Not one of
those whom God has given to his Son shall be left 1o
perish ; they shall all come to him, and so the text shall
be fulfilled, ' Men shall be blessed in him.” Do not
imagine that when Jesus hiilig there on yonder bloody
tree and groaned away his life for men he was dying at a
peradventure, There was at the back of him the eternal
purpose and the covenant that cannot be changed, and
the invincible One who, without viclating the will of
God, making men willing in the day of his power, turn-
ing them from darkuness to light, and from the power of
sin and Satan unto God,

Be of good courage,. my brethren ; the consequences
of redemption are not Jeft in jeopardy. Those results
which God has purposed will, to the last jot and tittle be

Jfulfilled. ** Men shall be blessed in him.”" Itis not to

me & question whether Kthiopia shall streteh out her
hands to God ; she shall do it though I may not live to
see it It {s not 10 me & question whether the king

of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of his Chirist; they must become his, Let us work in
this confidence, and belleve every promise in this blessed
Book, 1f we get down-hearted and full of fesr, we are
unworthy of our Lord, 1f we served a temporal prince
with limited power, we ‘might talk with bated bresth ;
but the banner that gleams on high, above our ranks, is
the banuer of the Lord God omuipotent, and the shout
that shall be heard at the last is this : ** Allelaia : for the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”” 1 ask you, Is it not
very natural that he should reign? If he really be om-
nipoterit, are not all the certaiuties as well as the proba.
bilities, in favor of his universal dominion? 'Must he
not reign? Yea, saith the Spirit, ** He -shall reign for-
ever and ever.,' ‘'Men shall be blessed in him."
There is the fone of full assurance about this blessed
prophecy ; wherefore, let us rejoice and praise the name
of the Lord,

Now, lastly, I want you with all your hearts to think
of my text with a personal appropriation : ‘* Men shall
be blessed in him,"

Dear hearers, are you blessed in Christ? Will you

iy the question? Do not pass it round
and say to yourself, " No doubt there are many who
think that they are blessed and who are not.'” Never
mind about them ; for the present moment ask this ques-
tion of yourself, '‘ Am I blessed in Christ? ' Some peo-
ple think that they bave Christ as their Saviour, ‘but
their religion brings them no blessedness, They go to
church or to chapel very regularly ; they are, apparently,
a good sort of people ; but a part of their religion con-
sists in being on the whole as comfortably miserable as
they can, As to anything like "blessedness, that does
not enter into their minds,  Now, if my religion did not
make me really happy I should seriously question
whether I was a possessor of the religion of the happy
God, for ‘‘ Men shall be blessed in him,”

*“Oh!" says one, '‘but we have so many trials and
troubles,’” Ah, that we have! Do you kuow a man or
woman who does not get any ? I should like you to mark
all the doors in London where people live who have not
any trouble ; it will not cost you much for chalk, There
is nobody without trouble. If a man could be without
trouble, e wotild be without a ‘blessing, for in this world’
one of the rarest blessings, one of the richest, truest bles-
sings that God ever sends to his children, is adversity.
.. He sends more blessings upon the black horse than ke
ever sends upon the grey one ; it is the messenger of sor-
row who often brings the choicest jewels to our door.
Al | there is many a woman who has not left her bed
these dozen years, or had a fair night's rest all that long
time, who is truly blessed. There is many a man who is

‘o8 poor as poverty can make bim, shivering in the cold

to-night; and scarcely knowing where to fiud another bit
of coal toskeep his little fire alight ; yet he is blessed. -1f
it were ntcessary, I could get some of you to stand up,
and testify that, though you have very little of this
world's joys, and very little of temiporal good, yet you
can say, ‘‘ Yes, I ani blessed, I am blessed indecd—
' I'would not change uy blest estate,
For all that earth cal!
And while my faith eln horn
I envy not'the sinner’s gold,' "

Well, you have that unudu., um eiijoy it. What
would you think of a man who went thirsty when he had
& well in his back yard? O you have Christ and God,
this world and worlds to come, and whom God has pro-
nounced blessed-—~what | are you going to live the starvel-
ing life of the unblest and the unsaved ? I pray you, do
not s0, Gentlomen,
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