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March 20, 1809. ..

the pointsjupon which further discussion is requested are
two in number,

The first touches our use of the term of Ordination.
After approving the distinction made in my former
article between the New Testament and the: popular,
present day use of the word ordain, the editor enquires :
“'But is it guite correct to say that ‘‘ordination,’”” as we
use theﬁﬂ, * signifies the public ceremony in which a
candidate is set apart for sacred service by the laying on:
of hands'? It is true that the public ceremony is signi-
fied, but is not appoi also signified, in the term
‘‘ordination’’ as we use it? The church elects its candi-
date for ordination, but subject to the advice of a conncil
representing the sister churches, and if that advice is not
favorable, thefe is no/appointment—no ordination.
The essential thing to ordination is that the voice of the
council coincide with the voice of the church.”

Now if I correctly interpret the above, the disagree-
megit between the editor and myself is very slight, if
indeed, there is any @isagreement. The public ceremony
which we call ordination, does of course imply previous
action on the part of the church in calling the council
and in recommending its candidate for demominational
recognition. In thatsense and to that extent, ordination
as’ we use the term, ‘‘signifies” appointmhent. The
legitimate work of the council, however, is or should be,
not to confirm an ‘‘appointment’” or “‘election” of the
church, but to confer its own recognition upon the candi-
date. All appointments of the church stand valid until
revoked by the church, This/is not only “good Baptist
~doctrine,” but good New Testament doctrine as well,
The question of the ‘editor, in which election by the
church is associated with the laying on -of hands by a
council, serves as an occasion to. emphasize again the
necessity of keeping before us the fact that scripturally
the word ‘‘ordain’’ means to elect to office. In strict
speech a church ordains every time it elects a person to
office, and with such action councils have nothing to do.

The second question is of more importance. The
editor writes: “To the question, Who is competent to
elect the minister—that is, to ordain in the New Testa-
ment sense—Mr. Freeman replies, ““That is unguestion-
ably the inaliensble right of the individual,local church,'*
This is good Baptist doctrine certaialy, but the ' question
will naturally occur to some readers— How then is it that
in all the passages cited from the New Testament con-
cerning the ordination of ministers in the church, it is
vot the church which ‘ordains’ '?

To this I reply, that the six passages cited to show. the
meaning of .the word “‘ordain," there is but oné in which
the clear reference is to ‘‘the ordination of ministers in
‘he church” and in that ome it is the church which
ordains. That one clear reference is found in Acts 14:23
“When they had ordained (chei ésantes) them
eldersin every church.” To the casual reader of the
English version it might appear as though Paul and
Barnabas had elected-theserelders independently and on
their own authority. “ But the original, cheirotonésantes,
proves to the contrary, That word meauns, ‘‘constituted
by vote,” “elected by show of hands.” Paul and
Barnabas evidently brought oa the elections; they may
have served respectively, as chairman and secretary of
the meetings, but “in every church’ the election was
by voting with the uplifted hand. To my mind this
establishes the fact, that in the whole circle of churches
from Lystra to Antioch, each individual church did elect,
appoint, ordain its elders. -

In another of the passages quoted there is a probable
though not unmistakable reference to ‘‘the ordiuation of
ministers in the church,” In Titus 1:5. Panl writes
“'For this cause left I thee in Crete that thou shouldest
setin order the things that are wanting, and oedain—
(revised ion “app int") Kafast 1d in every
city, as I gave thee charge.” If there were churches ‘‘in
every city,” then the reference is once more to the ordin-
ationjof the mini in the church In this case what
are we to infer concerning the ordination? The original
word here s not so definite as in the f inst as

MESSENGER AND VITOR.

The Ordination Question Again.

It is to be hoped that the discussion of this subject will
lead to some :aeasure of reform, in those points in which
our practice is open to valid objection, Theré are still
some things to be said, and perhaps a \layman - may be
permitted to say a few of them. N\

My first point is doctrinal. It is quite generally taken
in our d ination that the principle upon
which our established practice is based is'drawn from the
New Testament, and is the only scriptural principle. It
s panilane 1 liced. and therel o A
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they are judged too slow for constituencies on_fire with
American notions. Let us have the methods of the
volatile Celts south of the lish channel. We ac-
;pted ite It has fooled us. i-‘ gme_r:. ‘.with :
n. A third was a ng cry.
mp.rf:d us, 'rothl:.“ s with the eﬁilztuud_tm
parties, and back to the old English methods through
which liberty and ‘wholesome laws were o
Petition, tirelessly, continuously pledge candidates for the
House of Commons, follow them up, hold them to their

we are told, for the ordaining ro to be invested any-
where but in the church—the local hurch. where
is the proof ? There are, [ think, only ten pas-
sages which can fairly be considered as g toor
bearing upon the question : viz* Acts 1:22, 33;—6: 3, 6;
—13 : 3;—14: 23;—18: 7;— 1 Tim, 2: 7;—4: 14;— §: 22;—
2 Tim, 1: 21;— Titus 1: 5. Which of these feaches that
the pastors or elders were ordained—set apart by the
laying on of hands—by the authority of a local church ?

In Acts 1:15-26, the church, put ward two men&
Joseph and Matthias— the latter of whom was selected
by lot, and ‘‘became’’ a witness and an apostle.

In Acts 6.‘ “the multitude of the disciples,” chose
seven men for a special service, upon whom the a les
laid their hands, . -~

In Acts 14: 23, we read that the apostles Paul and
Baruabas “leoin\ed for them eldersin every church,’
—the “them’ meaning the disciples hered during
their missionary tour. The Greek here correctly
translated ‘ appointed,” or in the common version
‘‘ordained,” is one which commonly means. to elect by
*‘a show of hands,” in which sense probably it is unsed
inzCor. 8: 19. Inthe latter passage it expresses the
voting of the church; in the former it indicates the
authoritative action of the apostles.

We may prove it to be wise or expedient or the rye.

verse, to leave the ordaining power theoretically with

the church; but can we prove it scriptutal of unseriptural,

My second point is, perhaps, historical. In most cases
of ardination in these provi , the final decision to pro-
ceed to ordination, as well as the formal ceremony, is

ractically the act of the council and not of the church.

/ill any one say that the following is ‘mot the usual
course? (1) The Council is called, and convenes at the
headquarters of the church, to consider the riety of
setting apart Brother A, to the ministry, (2) The council
satisfies itself of the regularity and harmony of the
church's action. (3) The Council sati:fies itself of the
fitneas or unfitness of the candidate.» (4) The Council
votes foror against the ordination, (5) The.Council,
when the vote is affirmative, without any further vote or
action of the church, proceeds to drrange for the cere-
monial observances, and thé ministers or elders present
ordain Bro. A ‘‘in due and ancient form."

My third point is practical. - A doden churches may be
invited to send each its g:llor and two other delegates
‘“to sit in council.”” Perhaps four pastors and eight lay
delegates (often fewer) attend the council. These may
ormay not embody a fair e m of the wisd
of the churches, Why is it that so few attend? Part]
because few brethren can afford (o leave their home an
their work to travel from ten to fifty miles on business of
this nature, at their own expense. Is it right te expect
them to do so? If the Association were e the Coun-
cil this difficulty would disappear,

Previous to 1827 ordinations ususl y took place at the
Association. What harm would resull from reviving the
practice ? LoKR.
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From Halifax.

The inspector. of licenses of Halifax, and the city

council t in granting licedises to sell strong drink
nearer than one hund feet of a ohurch, a school
house and a railroad. One huudred and one feet and the
law protects the vender. Cut off a foot, and the law
condemns. To be too near a church building, the busi.
ness is injurious to Christians. To betoo neara m'lroad
itds dnp\cmu to customers. The;Jewish synagogue, said
a certain liquor dealer, is not & place of

Jud, ed thi: i He' held the oppt:h.
: correct this notion, ¢ he t te
opimion

. . Now some temperance people want the dis-
tance two hundred feet. Liquor has a long range wnd
can shoot with phenomenal precision. The NJ;Inu
of France, have brought men and womeft down in Nova
Scotia. by the hundred in Africa have fallen
by the sharp shootars . of Bedford, Mass. The distance
between churches and all b habitations ttust be in-
creased to 24,000 miles before the people will be safe.

The law and order e, & voluntary association com-

of such men as B, H. Eaton, A. M, Belland J. C.

acIntosh asked the legislature for incorporation to

enable them to gnforce city laws against ill-fame dwell-

ings, gambling. and the liquor. trade. When iuland
or

itsimply affirms the result of an action withopt indicat-
ing the method of »procedure. But since Titus acted
under Paul’s instruction in this matter, is it not to be
inferred that throughout the cities of Crete as formerly
in'the churches of Asia Minor, the election was made by
vote of the church ?

Of the passages cited these are all that refer to fhe
ordination of ministers in'the church, The quotations
were given not simply to show that in the strict sense of
the word the church ordains its” mini " though ,the

7 Above passages do shaw that—but to support the asser-

tion “‘that the word *‘ordain’® as found in the New Tests-
ment always denotes an election to office by the
or persons competent to make the election.” Of the'
Passages, three refer to the ordination of Apostles by
Lord-Himself, and ane to the ordination of Jesns by,
Father, to the judgeship of the world.

There are other phases of this question of
upon which I should like to But as there are
others to be heard from, and @8 I have dealt with the
Points suggested by the editor, I shall leave the discus-
sion to be continued by the brethren, 4

g J. D. FRERMAN,
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s laws are broken, men on high
salary tramp over the provinces to find out and pun

the law breakérs ; but laws st the vices of intemper-
ance, immerality, and gambling can be violated and
society find no government officials after ‘the culprits.

bargains, till the Commons is taken by storm. E‘onﬁ:l
of hasi Jack-with-his-lantern-plebiscites, th

parties, etc,

The public has been called in to meet the stockholders
of the k Room. 400 Sunday Schoals have dealt with +
the Society. In the fifteen years of the life of the Book
Room it has sold $148,290.49 worth of books, etc. Four
years of colportage bYeen done. Hymnals to the
number of 26,179 b been sold. Vast numbers of
lesson helps and rs have passed through the Rooms
‘to the le. the work has been benevolent and
denominationgl it was resolved at the last meeting to
o&en up the work to the depomination and make it
wholly bepevolent. Stocks and dividends to stockhold-
ers will be heard of no more. Appeals .will be made for
money to increase the business on its new basis,

Pendennis, referred to in my last report, is still at
swork. He seems to want to reform the churches. Bishop
Courtney, is reported to have noticed his labors in a
sermion last Sunday at St Paul's. Pendemnis bad de-
scribed a society girl preparing in Lent for confirmation.
You will not feel like going nto the world of gayety
aghin, was asked of the girl ? O, I don’t think it involves.
anything like that. It does not, says the pungent writer, ¢
Tit:-oni aunointed hands lni(:l on the heuc_}sh olmh:}
gitls is only a pretty mo picture. e h
reported as Myigg in reply to this, ** Our religion in-

ves as much to each individual as it did in the days of
the apostles. ‘‘But,” says the eloquent bishop, ‘' is your
idea of giving up the world to be understood to be not
going to a ball, or a theatre, or a card party, or a lunch,
or an afterncon tea? That,” said bhis lordship, “*is not
my idea of giving up thé world "' The same good Bishop
at the beginuing of Lent thought that the tres should be
esche during its season, tut pipes, wine and cigars
were all right in moderation. Now balls, dances and .

s card parties are added. Sinners will be much

with this, saints not. i

!l?v. G. A. Lawson is at Isaacs Harbor for a season,
Rev. A, C, Chute is examiniug classes at Horton,  Rev.
W. E Hall is looking for a ship to take him to Port

Hllfz\i. 3

Yoa should have had a full report of what the Coll
fovernon did last week. Well they resolved, after
uctantly accepting Miss True's resignation, whose
popu nrfty is in all the churches, that they would let a
good man try his hand at the business. A whole day
was given to the examination of the whole gquestion.
Late st night a decision was reached. Drs, Trotter,
Sdwyer, Saunders, C. W. Roscoe, G. R laley, B H,
Raton and Rev. A Cohoon were appointed a committee
to nominate a wale principal and & woman \lm‘snldm
and report next June, Dra. Trotter and Sawver advoes
the change. REPORTER.
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Drar Eptronr,—It is contemplated to commemorste
the founding and inco poration of & College in New
Brunswick (now known as the Uniyersity of New Bruns-
wick) on the completion of its conlunn{, the rath of
F ebruary, 1900, 1 wonder what phases of its life
we Ba will be called upon to emphasize. Perhape
the first will be the abolition of the un.io.l:- tests.
Perhaph most emphasis will be laid upon the order
of thing When the college took the name the
Uol ity of New Brunswick all dc:m:nhulk?h"::
supposed to have equal rights ang privileges.
bnd.l and Gonm:‘: Wilmot took a 'vul.rnhnd in the

aiversity, and in 1859, when it started on its new career
tried toin new B 4ed eeak wp the oid smte o}
affairs’by tmying a gentleman appointed to the presidency
who had graduated frem the College in 1849. - The new
Presideut muay not have been all that was desired, but it
wad his misfortune to come in to break up the old
regimie. In short, it was made w':;‘rlmnm for him

that in a shert time he stepped down and out.  After him
came Dr. Jack, u gentleman well fitted for the g::ﬁo-.
who by travellibg avd visiting the Grammar and Superior
schools of the Province did much for the lostitution and
a good denl in the way of breaking down prejudices.
Jndn:ﬂm‘d. l;:mn%hx lhen:‘mhlum, Mu-hd
his sgain, & n had a co-religionist a h

this time to a prof hip. The prof Pgo-n
‘Harrison by npame) to be acvery shrewd man,

readily took in the trend of affairs, and iu time, antici-

pating the demise of Dr. Jack, cut the denominational

trages and got into line for the svccession. Well : ot
played, as they say at cricket, the professor won the: "
coveted prize, Matters have run on in a sort of a ’
way from that day to the present. Anglicans, Metho-

dists and Presbyterians bave at different times re-

More than this, when gentlemen of high standing and
much en, with own business, offer to give their
time and risk the q of rum-r ge, both the
House of Assembly and the Legislative Council say,

tlemen, raise $1,000 to protectthese men and women

_in a matter of money, if a case at law should go against

you, Why not grant the Law and Order e to be
used inm legal processes, honestly, discreetly, if néces-
sary ? Nois the answer and that no smells of rum.
O can proceed with

benevolent work, if they will raise $1,coo to protect
hussies who keep houses of ition, and rascals who

pr d ; but Baptists (the largest Protestant body in

the Province) is not now nor never has been re| ted

ou the faculty, though years ago a DeMille and a Pryor

sought the Prejudice and mavagement have

prevented. Qflate years it has been so managed that

the Institution is now run in the interest of one church—
back to foundation prlndflu. you see.

It is high time a halt was called and simple justice
done. hile our young men are welcomed as students
und their praises sung when graduating with homors,
they never need hope to attain to an ition on its
teaching staff, strangers of a favored church are wel-

ed to the £

keep dens of the devil, and men and who
sell , ““the devil in solution.” 2
said Mr. Laurier, on behalf of his
“suty, help us out of the shadow into the sun-
we won't mock you with royal commissions.
‘e will give you prohibition if the country wants it. A
plebiscite will settle it. Majority too small! Again
prohitition is betrayed with a kiss, a French kiss this
time, not Canadian Fremch, but Continental French.
Phblsdt;(i’n a French m«il;o&' o:nx:nm;{:hc:nﬂ law.
‘power, lodged ts of th are
o 1‘& m and exercis-

p iate. No self-respectitg body
onﬁhl to'Submit to, this treatment, We saguin need a
Wilmot, for it seems as if Baptists had to fight their bat-
tles anew. The * old Sem’ looms up, when from 1836
to 1842 WW to fight, fight and fight, Those stal-
wart men, mot and Fisher, did us great service. If
we have the pluck and backbone of our fathers there will
be a sharp turn soon. A new bead to the University is
needed. Letan honest and impartisl administrator be
mmumcouq;oamhm will boom as never

ours truly, &

P




