=2

Apsil 19, 1899,

spirit of Christ lie is none of his.” Jesus wasa sonl
seeker and his quest for souls was inspired by his deep
consciousness that all the world without his ealvation is
under cond tion and thus et 1ly lost.

IIL. Third Rope. Third argument.

The heathen are as precious in God’s sight as we are.
We are apt to think that our superior acquirements must.
cause God to look with more favor upon us than upon
those who are lower down in the scule. But it is not the
case, There are no caste lines in God's kingdom. His
children all belong to the Royal family of the redeemed
snd all who are not his children are judged as loet sinners.
Hence one soul is as precious as another in his sight.
The jeweller does not care whether gold comes from
Africa br Alaska if itis gold. So whenever Jesus seesa
sonl he loves it and seeks it as a jewel for his crowd.
This fact was beautifully illustrated in his earthly min-
istry. At Jericho as he burried on to meet richold
Zaccheus he stopped at the gate to heal blind Barti
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question, ' Shall we neglect the heathen at home that
we may e:;! for the heathen abroad ?"’ In answer let us
e

the beggar. He preached as faithfully to that vile
Smaritan as to Nicod , the ‘‘master of
Israel.”" In fact with her he seemed even more tender
and persistent. He left the rabbi to think his way out
into the light, but continued to teach her till he made
her the first missionary to Sychar. He is still the same.
He loves the African bush whose highest achieve-
ment is to track the lion and kill it with a poisoned

P ges of the heathen at bome with
those of their brothers in far away lands. The
heathen have all heard the gospel at least once in their
lives and thus have heard enough to save them. ey
live where Ribles are cheap, and where, as most e
have more than they use, a Bible might be easily borro

by those too poor to buy one, They move a
Christians and thus have, or should have, the
exemplified in these daily lives, these **living

known and read &f all men '’ The heathen abroad ha
none of these privileges. In short we give the bome

arrow, as much as he does the gollege prof , who
knows the literature of the ages and traces the course of
the stars like bits of chalk on his table. And since we
must borrow dur love as well as our light from him,
surely it is not ours by system or creed to put asunder
what he by bonds of love hath joined together. Again,
the visiom¥eproved Peter for his spirit of discrimination,
Peter was disposed to stand on ceremeny, but the voice
from heaven admonished him, ‘* What God hath cleansed
that call not thou common.”” And so God speaks to us.
The church must be limited only by bounds which God
hath set. If she suffers further limitation her infl

is narrowed in consequence. Asa tight garment weakens
the muscles and hinders action so the church has been
cramped and half paralyzed by the straight jacket of
conventionality, and it is high time we ripped this old
coat of formality all the way down the back in order
that we may spread our arms wider and ‘reach more of
the perishing. If the God to whom  * the nations are as
the drop of a bucket,” ' who taketh up the isles as a
very little thing,” who made and sustains all things,
knows no difference in the value of souls, what right
have we to ‘sort and label”’ humanity and wiite down
their relative spiritual worth. Jesus said, '* God so loyed
the world,’” not a part but the whole of it, apd that
** whosoever” becomes the indefinite, indiscriminating
commission which bids us send the gospel further and
further, i :

““Till earth’s remotest nation
Hath learned Messiah's name."

IV. The Fourth ; the supreme argument.

God has entrusted us with the gospel that we may pass
it on to others, If at a long 'table you are nearest the
host he passes you something from which you help
yourself and then set the dish down beside you ; forgetful
of those who sit farther down, I don’t think much of
your courtesy, and you not only slight theé guests but also
the ** head of the feast.”” So it is with the gospel. At
God's table of universal bounty you in point of privilege
sit nearest him, and if in satisfying your own wants you

, forget thoke who dre farther away, you not only wrong
them but insult the Master himself. The supreme law of
his kingdom is the law of self-sacrificing love. God
abhors selfishness because it is of purely devilish origin.
_There are no monoplies in the kingdom of grace. The
Cross was lifted in sight of all people and inscribed in
the three chief languages of that age that all might know
of the Saviour, ' And further if we do not send the gospel
to the heathen we have not the spirit of the trug apostolic
church, In early days every Christian was & missionary,
but now we make that word ‘' missionary’ mean a man
called of God to take the heathen world on his back and
carry it to heaven with very little help from the majority
of the church mbership. The ck
missionary society. Missionary enterprises are not a
part of our work but they are our work, hence every
charch member has a right to share the burden. The
church today stands on the missionary labors 6f the past
and can only maintain her place by missionary work in
the present. As the farms on which many of yqu live
were cut out of the forest by your ancestots, so the fields

of privilege and blessing which we now hold were won .

for s by the pioneers of the gospel, the missionaries of

_Christ.  To the heights on which we stand we have been

carried on the shoulders of the martyrs.. Look down the
ragged road M which the church has climbed, you can
trace it by the blood marks of the faithful. Are we
wotthy to have our names on their list? I would like to
believe that the Christians here tonight are made of as
1/00d stuff as those who went to prison .and to death for
\t# sake of God and a lost world, yet.I cannot believe it
U we refuse to sacrifice for the gospel's sake. Aslong
A+ the question of cost keeps ns from helping on our
»{mions we are maworthy to be numbered with the

h is one great "

2 ly of the gospel dand refuse to thnee
abroad the crumbs that fall from .the table, We drown
our next neighbor in the lake of gospel teachingand
refuse the stranger the cup of cold water on the plea that
wé have none to spare, By way of illustration you have
a half acre near your house which in spite of your careful
tilling has never yielded a crop. Vet next fall I find
you still rlouﬂlh:g it while a ten acre field a mile back
on your farm is ready for harvest. Are you farming on
conimon sense principles? Well here we are sowing on
the hard beaten dooryard of the church while distant
lands are just waiting for the reaping. God bids us
** sow beside all waters,”’ but Jesus also told his disciples
‘o look on the fields that were white already to ha: e
With a vision came a voice. To fusther convince Peter
of his duty God spoke. And to ns comes the voice of
Jesus as he pleads his own self-sacrificing love. - The
Cross is his argument, let it be our inspiration. Since
he wore a thorny crown because of our sins, let us atone
for it by spreading that gospel which shall cause the fir
and the myrtle to come up instead of the thorn and the
brier and thus cancel the curse. His hands -were nailed
to the Cross for us, let our hands ever he outstretched to
help others to him. For us his feet were pierced, let our
feet be swift to run on his errands of m , to carry the
tidings of his love to lost sinners. His back was

for v
rejoicing in the thought that we can bear it for him.
For us with unutterable anguish his heart broke, so let
our hearts throb with love to those for whom in love he
died.

““1f he asks of us surrender,
And a sacrifice for him,
With the tears of gmdslng sorrow
Let our eyes be never dim,
Let the sense of obligation
'Whelm us as a rlnin% flood,
As we cry in glad submission,
Take our all for thou art worthy,
Take our all we owe it to thee,
Thou hast bought us with thy blood.”

Lastly the vision held a blessing for Peter as well as
for the world. So this holy ambassadorship is conferred
upon us that we may build up a glorious character and
-Y:. veward. They tell a story of a prince who used to
spend his time down in the mines digging for ?ml. and
‘when asked why one so rich should care for jewels
replied, ** I want them for my crown.' Hn{‘we ave &
similiar spiritual ambition. Like the prince, the crown is
ours by inheritance but we must dig the gems for our-
selves, We dfz not vnné our mwnl.‘?.:nk. Let us
gather jewels for them, Every tear we every word
we speak, every smile we wear for Jesus he will transform
;into a gem to grace our diadem. And oh, how sweet it
will be when we meet him in the glory and join the great
song of the ransomed that rolls in lofty numbers through
the upper sanctuary till the jewelled foundati r
at the symphonies, to fall at his feet and there present
the wg:u we have won, forgetting life's tails, forgetting
its sorrows in rapturous contemplation of the great love
wherewith he has loved us.
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Some Religious Tracts.

The writer recently received through the mail from
some unknown source, some tracts entilled as follows:
“ Why a child should be baptized ?"”  ‘‘Infant Baptism
shown to be Scriptural,” ¢ An easy method with Bap-
tists.” An easy method with Baptists No. 2.” The last
named three are in dialogue. No name appears as anth-
or. For perversion of Scripture teaching these tracts
cannot be surpassed in literaturé. 'We quote from ** Why
should a child be baptized ?"” ** It has no spiritual life,
does not belyng to Jesus, but -is? of the flesh merely,
:ll:xi‘(‘lmbdn of the n;:f nndbythies e thhix b-plim."n "b::

e a sinner ts birth it can equally
made & cﬁ?ﬁ‘.’n another birth, baptism.” qln, “ An
epsy method with Baptists,” we find the followin
s ure evidence forinfant baptitm.” ** The churc
is the Bride of Christ, the Lamb’'s Wife, Are there no
children in Christ's family?** * Out of the mouths of
babes and sucklings perfect se_once issued. W
may they not give periect praise still? But perfect prai
can mever proceed from unmregenerate lips, they (the
children) must therefore be baptized.” ‘' Feed my
Little Lambs.”’ How can they beccme His, 50 48 to Le
known except by baptitm.” In, * Infant Baptism shown
to be Scriptural,” are some wonderfnl ntterances tonch-

-

let us shonlder the burden which he lays upon us *

the quantit

u.en!hl&noih fom which le cortainly sin agaiast the
name of the Hol mity, which is treated as of no value
in the sacramen .“lg

More (!) might be given. Isitany wonder that
with uc‘ pernicious literature to which ;eople are re-
ferred instead of to God's Word, flooding the homes of
our land, ours is an age of indifference ? £

The past twenty years has been very free from the
baj conl . Those who teach and practise
things not in God's Word - would keep the future quiet.
Itis to their interests ecclesiastically to do so. But when
such literature, calculated only to lull
conscience to sleep, is doing its mischievous work on all
hands, are we true to Christ if we do not warn the people

nst such addenda toGod's Word ? Brethren in the’

ministry, this and similar literature is used all round us.
Shall we keep silence in view of it ?
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‘* Bless the Lord O my soul and all that is within me
bless his holy name.” The Psalmist calls upon himself
to praise God for personal favors already experienced,
and from this he rises to the contemplation of God's
attributes ix'themselves and as manifested in the dealings
with ple. Bless, here applied to God, means to

but'with a strong implication of devout affection.
By calling Qp his soul to do this he acknowledges his
own obligation not only to praise God, but to praise him
cordially with all his heart according to the solemn
requisition of the Lord. It is a frnitage of the soul being

in proper relation to God. Sin is said by some
*_tegchers to be a predominant love forb’nlf \mm“

predominate love for God. If we keep that
sin- in mind then euﬁon“mld"phe a s
love for God i

says Peter, *' Blessed be the God and Father of
Jesus Clirist, who ‘according to his great mercy
the rrection

n unto a li h resu
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ist or chemist will try to effect a union.
the low and vulgar in society can never.
and noble. The rough and uneducated can never
eel at home in the society of the cultured and refined.
In nature oil and water unite under no external
cumstances in no part of the known world,
become one under the influence of & most powerf
alkali, and then they unite to form a new substance.  So
when the Holy S applies the atoning work of Christ
to the soul the old man of self is destroyed, and the new
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Father t joy in to the same
source of Jove .nﬁ:u”’m us_ what the will of
Godis, is not to tell what is us but what is on
our side, not the force we have but that on




