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Henry Drummond.*

The last half of the century now drawing to . ita,
close has scarcely produced a man whose life and
work offer so abundant and inviting material to the
biographer as do those of Henry Drummond, and
the task of telling the story of this remarkable life
could hardly have fallen into better hands than those
of Professor George Adam Smith. b

Of the author’s pleasing style and other literary*
qualifications it is of course unnecessary to speak.
He has shown that he also possesses that tact, dis-
crimination and faithfulness in dealing with his
subject so essential to the best work of ‘the biogra-’

her. Professor Smith knew Drummond long and
intimately and, like all who so knew him, felt for
his friend the warmest love and admiration. But'
his friendship does not destroy his power of kindly
criticism. It does not blind him to Drummond’s
limitations or prevent him from pointing out the
unsatisfactory character of some of his reasonitig.
Itis, of course, but a faint picture of a man’s i
and work that eyen the best biography can give; and’
this "is especially true of such a. life as' ‘was
Prummond's, with his noble, sunny and mesnteria*
personality and his grand enthusiasm for truth and
for humanity, ever seeking and finding manifold
expression. . But Dr. Smith has performed his task'
with rare ability and there can be no doubt, we!
think, that in the Life of Drummond he has made’
to English bip_giaphical literature a contribution’
which will be !rcan\gcd with the best. > %

Henty Drummonds life falls wholly within’ the:
last half of the centuryy, He was born August, 1851,
and died March, 1897, being still in the very ‘prime
of his manhood, when to human vision it seeméd as
if his best had nwt yet been given to the world.
Death came as the result of a somewhat rare form’
of disease, described as ' a malignant growth of the
bones.’’ It came after two years of weakness that:
gradually grew to complete helplessness, accom-
panied with intense pain=-an experience whith
severely tested and made manifest the heroic
Christian” qualities of the man. For & man like’
Drummond. with his active disposition, his lively
human ioterest in all things that pertuined to
healthy human life, and*his longing to be at work,
it was & sore trial to accept the discipline of a bed of
lingering pain But it was accepted, not only with
resignation, but with a cheerful, manful herofsm
which makes those two last years of passivity and
pain not less elofuent s & testimony to the Teality
of the foundation on which his faith was built than
were the yeard filled with the eager sctivities which
went with healthy  joyous life

Henry Drummond éame of good Scottish stock
His immediate ancestors were tradesmen His
grandfather. Willlam Drummond, did some think
ing, on his own acconnt, and after Professor Dram
“mohd had written hiy famions book he found samong
his grandfather's papers a suggestion that the laws
of the natural and the spiritual reslm might be

identical.  His father, Henry Drumme of
the house of William Drummond and Sons, seeds
men and nurserymen at Stirking and Dublin, was &
man of great worth, and, in the latter part of his
life, active in religious work. His mother was &
“Blackwood:  For her he cherished a very tender
fection, and throughout his life she was his con-
fidential friend. Life ip the Drummond homé was
evidently of the best North Country type, —religious,
futellectual, morally pure and otherwise wholesome.
As a boy Henry: Drummond showed the genial
qualities which thrdughout life made his personality
80 attractive. There was a sunny-heartedness, an
enthusiasm and honest  kindness about him
which captivated and withal a nameless something
which distinguished hi m others. John Watson
(lan Maclaren) descril® very pleasantly his first
seeing Drummond on the play-ground at tge Stirling
High School. A game of cricket was on, and
Drummond, being at the bat, was run out in a way
which would have roused some resentment in most
others. But it made no impressionon Dr d’s
sunny temper. * It's all right, and you fellows are
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not to cry ‘shame,’ ' he cried. ‘' What impressed beautiful, and much that is valuable for the inspira-
me,'’ says lan Maclaren, ‘' that pleasant evening in tion amd nourishment of the Christian life, Professor
the days of long ago I can now identify. It was the Smith points out what he considers the weakness of
lad's distinction, an inherent quality of appearance the author’s argument in his introduction. But
and manter of character and soul which marked him Drummond’s mistaking analogies for identities does
and made him solitary.'’ But this djstinction did not by any means destroy the value of the book for
not separate him from the clm«t}l:unnn fellowship. the discriminating reader. Drummond’s acceptance
He was most natural and geniaDNn his intercourse of the doctrine of evolution involved some changes
with men. = '‘ Perhaps the most conspicuous service in' his religious beliefs, which are reflected in his
which_Heniry Drummond rendered to his genera later work, The Ascent of Man, but his faith in the
tion, " gays his biographer, ' was to show them a  gospel of Christ as the power of God unto salvation,
C‘g'rhﬁn{ly which was perfectly natural. You met and his personal faith in Christ as his Sayiour
somewhere, a graceful, wel{-llrensed gentleman, remained unshaken. In such a period of change
11 and Hthe, with a swing in his walk and « bright- - and unrest, it was inevitable that Drummond’s mind
ness on ‘his face, who seemed to carry no cares and should respond to the influences around him.
to know neither umption nor timidit{. You Whether or not the ground which he reached ‘is
spoke; and found m keen for any of a hundred permanently tenable, is still, as much as ever,
interests, He fished, he shot, he skated as few can, matter of debate among Christian gcholars ; but
he played cricket, he would go any distance.to see a = whatever one may think of the und which
fire or a football match. He had a new story, ora Drummond reached, the reécord which we find
new puzzle, or 4 new joke every time he met you. here of his search for truth and of the manner
f it was a rainy afternoon in a country house, in which he advanced to the views whicl he adopted,
he described a new game, and in five minutes every- must make this book, to every earnest, enquiring
body was in the thick of it. . If you were alone mind, one of very great interest.
w!tg him, he was sure to, find out what interestéd {
you and listen by the hour. The keen brown eyes | i e S
got at your heart and you felt that you could speak The Bread of Life.
your hest to them. Sometimes you would remember
that he was Drummond the evangelist, Drummond BY ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D, D.*
the aughor .« Hooks which measured their circqlatinnr » i & 3 . % o , i
by thousands. Yet there was no assumption o & 2 i s G o
lZperivrity nor any ambition to gain influence— . Fhe Sedl poTnt o %h"“ *loving S
nothiy but the interest of one healthy human being 8°ing out towards the approaching crowd. While
in another. . . . He was one of the purest, most all the evangelists tell of this miracle, John alone
unselfish.and reverent souls you ever knew, but you records the Lord’s question to Philip, and its answer,
would not bave called him saint. TI!‘}: ‘I’)“f“e he * which throws a flood of light on the after stages of
m :z' ‘nn:!?:tgxn":t)i‘:)‘::z::\dm::di:::e upo: h;;?ct;ai the incident and on Christ's tone of feeling. He
led the title. "’ ; saw the crowd coming, fromrhis ‘place on the hill-
u-’greDmmmonrl's work as an evangelist, as an side, and no momentary shadow of reluctance to be
author and as a traveller and explorer, it is‘evident disturbed passed over his spirit, nor any word of

that we cannot speak here at any length. Loving . 2 92
nature and deéply interested in natural science, the disappo{tment escaped ‘his lips, s the hope of o

exploration of new lands had a great attraction for brief b'l‘eg_l’hng-tlme faded away. = The imperfection
him. He visited the Rocky Mountains, Central of their motives did not .chill his welcome. He
Affica and the New Hebrides, and the jottings from surrenderédthe prospect of repose without a murmur,
his note books rélating to his observations and’ 4nq accepted even the rude intrusion of this un-
f:m:m‘::':;:gig;:;g;ds AW A T spiritual crowd of curiosity hunters as an oppor-
it was while Drummond B engaged in his tunity for service to the Father and tq them. It is
theological course at New College, Edinburgh, 'that not easy for us to do likewise.
Moody and Sankey made their first visit to the The queéstion to Philip gives a glimpse of his
British h‘f-' The account which [Professor Smith tender care and forethought, which embraced the
gives of this work is highly appreciative and inter- 2 o
esting. - Drummond had ‘already attempted some 1oWer as well as tifyhigher necessities of men. It
mission work in the city with encouraging results, implied that the visitors were to be welcomed, and.
Wkhen the evangelists came to Edinburgh, he was kept there for some hours at least, and it hinted to
soon found working heartily ,‘,"‘“‘r them. Ml‘."’d,y the disciple that they were to be cordially received,
?::kk lmfﬂ;”f: g;:n:gewai?}‘.l;tgu: ; ;Z:T'g;;::: af’d not driven off, as h.e and the others might be
they left Scotland to labor in Ireland and England, disposed to do. Disciples often make a hedge
healso went, and ‘‘ from April 1874 to- July 1875, round their teacher higher and more prickly than
he' followed up the work of the evangelists in the = he wishes. Philip appears‘f?) Sane s afs toatier.

cities of Ireland and England, and he labored by - : ke B
their side in London.” ih was constantly being of-fact turn of mind, and characteristically set him

ed upon to address large audiences and to deal self to run quickly over a rough caleulation, which
with men personally in respect to their spiritual came out that some thirty or thirty-five dollars
interests. This was a wonderful experience for a would pay for one insufficient meal for each.  Jesus
theological student only 22 years of age to said and did no more then, but left the intention to

le:?g‘l’gd ;::0‘ “n‘xh:: x(;!hi:al?utz‘r:n .:);:::T‘:’:i provide food and the calculation -of what would “be

many invitations to conduct evangelistic services.- wanted to work in the disciples’ minds all day. No
Mt Moody wrote him an nrgfnt invitation to join doubt the conversation was duly reported by Philip.
him in the' work in America, but after mature con- « This he said to prove him.” Jesus does so still.

sidération, Drummond felt that he ought to return L . §
to his studies, and the winter of 1875 accordingly bringing us. up full front with some great work,

foand him addressing himself again to his theo. that we may realize what is needed for doing it, and
logienl course in Edinburgh measures our own small stores against its great

In temperament, in culture, in modes of thotight demands, and so be led more and more to wait on
and manner of life Drummond.and Moody differed
greatly, but they felt for each other theé highest : By S
appreciation, the warmest friendship. Of Drum. greatness of the demand is ov rrwlllc?mingly clear to
ntond, Moody wrote : ** Never have | known a man U8 long before the way to meet it is disclosed, as
wbo.*‘ in my opinion ved nearer“the Master or Philip and the others had to think over the problem
sought to do his will more fully No man -hgs o)l day long, and saw no way through it

g L4 15 8 058 7 . The et ot s the dniples discoveryof e

see it in myself, but not in ity Drummond. Al 7 small means at their command., No doubt they had
the time we were together he wis & Christlike man{ been inquiring among the crowd as to what pro
and often a rebuke to me. ' And. when Drummond Mvigion they had, .and had come across the lad who

was drawing near the end he spoke one day of b ht his i . - i
Moody as ** the greatest human I ever knew had brought his little stock in trade in hope of

After the completion of his theological studies fnding & market. Possibly they had bespoken it as
there was a shor} od of waiting, and then Drum- & small beginning of the two hundred pennyworth
mond was appointed lecturer on Natural’Science in  Small'indeed, —five loaves of the cheapest kind of
the Free Church College, Glasgow. Here he re grain apd two small fishes! It is good for us to be

sumed mission work and delivered to a congregation i :
of working men in a suburb of the city a series of driven to take stock of our resources if the dis-

. February 15, 1899.

him for power beyond our own. Often, too, the

addresses ‘which afterwards afforded the nucleus of coveryof their scantiness does not hinder us from

Natural Law in the Spirvitual World, the book taking them-to Him. Truly all that we can of our-
which made him . famous Drummond’s firsf, ‘gelves produce will go but a little way towards

attempts to find a publisher were not successfuli. iafui ) X p Rl
and the MS. was ln’:l away and almost forgotteut satis(ying & world's bunger ; bat if that conviction

Then  publisher turned up unsought. As soon as is driven home to us as Christ took means to drive
the was through the press, Drummond started it home to the disciples, we shall do as they did,
on his African tour. For six months he was beyond and lay the poverty of our provision at his feet and

all news of affairs at home. Then, one midnight, thig mirac i %
between Nyassa and Tanganyika, a bundle of letters . h-‘fe igmiracle repeated in our own experi

was ' thrust into his tent. He jmex:red from bed, : - " 3
struck a'light. read, and discovered with surprise 3. Next comes the miracle itself. There is
that, during those months of silence, his book had majestic calmness and fid in the c nd
been making him fgmous. - oo RH SR80 . i
While recognizing in the book much that is _;l;m_ll‘l.l':unlcln on the Bible lesson tor February 1%’ in the
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