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Sunday School and is superintendent of the West Side
Mission. Clara Foss said she must be excused for she's

in her last year in the high school, and busy as she can
be at home every minute she can spare. You know her
mother is never well and she has half a dozen little
brothers and sisters who are always bumping their heads
and tearing their clothes. Clara said she meant to do
home missionary work this year and see if she couldn't
coax her mother to go away for a visit 1n vacation.
Burton Spaulding’s going away, too—doctor's ordered
him off to his uncle’s ranch out west for a year to see
what change of climate will do for him., He's been
running down dreadfully for the last six months. So it
went on, and everybody was ready with some excuse or
other. Seemed as though the thing was contagious and
everybody’d taken the disease.”

“From you,"” added Ward's mother; and Ward
laughed a little shame-facedly and answered :

‘' Well, yes, I suppose so."

‘“Let me see,’’ she cqnllnuﬂd. ‘‘what was your excuse '’

‘* Why, that [ didn't want to assume the responsibility.”

‘* Rather the poorest one of the lot, wasn't it? "

' Well, I don't know,”” Ward disliked admitting the
fact to another, but in his own heart he knew that it was
decidedly flimsy . Sl

‘' You have the time? " his mother went on interroga-
tively,

**Oh, yes, time enough, I suppose.”

** You are well and strong—health doesn't unfit you
for the work? " :

“VYes." Ward smiled at the guestion, for his health
was 80 good as never to be thought of,

** You are going to be home all summer? "

“ Yes—worse luck | "' y

““That isn't complimentary to the rest of us here at
home, but never mind. Intellectually and spiritually,
with the Master's help, you are able to perform the
duties of the office ? "

‘' I—suppose 80."

““Then you'll allow your mother to say, dear, that
your so-called excuse looks like a large sized piece of
don't-want-to to her.”

Ward was silent, and presently she continued :

‘*If you are able God holds you responsible, whether
you take up the task he sets you or not. You cannot get
rid of responsibility by refusing to recognize it, for it is
something which is God-given, and not assumed at will,
1f you do the work, you diecharge your responsibifity ;
if you do not, no matter who takes it up, it is set
down to your account, together with the fact of\;our
neglect of duty. To me this is a thought which makes
me think seriously before refusing extra work along
religious lines. If I am able I am responsible, and I
dare not shirk.”

Ward looked long at the fire before he spoke again.
He was conscientionsly trying to do what the Master
would like to have him do, but this was a new phace of
Christian duty. At last he said :

** You really believe that’s the of r
—being able to do the thing? "

I really believe that ability is the only measure of
responsibility,” was the éarnest reply.

‘ Well, maybe your right. 1f you are—"’ a long pause.
Then Ward rose and stretched his long arms upward and
outward with a Frodigioua yawn.

“I think I'll go to bed,” said he,
mother,”’

‘*“ Good-night, my son."

At the business meeting held the next week Ward
Hemenway offered no word of protest when he was again
nomin:m&y for president of the Young People’s Soctety.
His election was unanimouns. He is proving himself an
excellent officer, ard the burden of responsibility is not
greater than he can carry with ease,—Sel.

S x » 5

A Lesson in Giving.

Nannie had a bright silver dollar given her. She asked
her papa to change it into dimes,

*““What is that for, dear ?"’ he asked.

“‘So that I can get the Lord’s part out ofit.” And
when she got it into smaller cgins, she laid out onme of

hnhy

“ Good-night,

the ten. ‘‘These,” she said, ‘I will keep that until Sun-
day.”

And when Sunjflay came she wgnt to the box in the
church and dropped in two dimes. ‘‘Why,” said her

father, as he hear{ the last one jingle in, ‘I thought you
gave one-tenth to the Lord ;

* I said one-ten ‘hibelongs to him, and I can’t give him
what is his own SX\lf I give him anything, I have to
give him what is mink,”’—[Gem.

"

Dr. Suaitken says: Itisa well known fact that the
Moors are inveterate coffeg-drinkers, especially the mer-
chants, who sit in their bazaars and drink coffee contin-
ually during the day. It has been noliced that almost
invariably when these coff ‘e-drinkers reach the age of
forty or forty-five their eye-sight begins to fail, and by
the time they get to be fifty years old they become blind.
Oue is foreibly i d by the ber of blind men .
that are seen about the streets of the city of ‘Fez, the
capital of Morocco. It is invariably attributed to the ex-
cessive use of coffee.
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Prayer Meeting Topic.
EY PO Topic.r'l'he Living Bread, John 6: 26, 35
O

Daily Bible Readings.

Mondav, November 13 —Genesis 46: 1-7, [8 25], 26~
34. Jacob's new jov. Luke 2:29. 30

Tuesday, November 14 —Genesis 47 Israel on the
fat of the land, (vs, 17). Compare Ex 3:8

Wednesday, November 15 —Genesis 48 Prophetic
blessing, (vas 13, 14). Compare Gen, 27: 25-27, 98.

Thursday, November 16, —Genesis 49. Jacob's glimpse
into the futnre. Compare Deut 13,

Friday, November 17.—Genesis 50. Joseph's royal
sorrow and mercy, (vas. 16,19). Compare 2 Sam. 9 : 1,13

Saturday, November 18, —~Exodus 1:1; 2:10. Man's
oppression. God's favor, @ompare Ter. 36 : 26.

|
o n N
Prayer Meeting Topic —November ‘12,

The Spiritual bread, John 6:26-35

The people had been participating in the beneficent
miracle of the feeding of the s000. In this the kind-
ness and power of Jesus were demoustrated. But
the Jews thought of Moses of whom they spoke as the
author of the manna by which the Israelites were fed in
the wilderness. And they said that the giving of the
manna was & matter of greader moment than the feeding
of the 5000. But Moses was dead; he was not the Més-
siah. How ‘could they be sure that Jesus was the Mes-
siah who was 'o come ? The truth, however, was that it
had nét been Moses who had given the manuna, but God,
and Jesus declares that he is the true bread, the gift of
the Father,

(1) The manna of which the childien of Israel par-
took in the wilderness was but a type; Jesus is the true
bread from heaven. The manna was imperfect; Jesus
Christ is the true, real, perfeet, bread.

(2) Br ad, often called ‘‘the staff of life,”" is here
used in the broad sevse of the support of life. Jesus is
not only the means of our subsistence; he is the author
of our life. “In him we live, move, and have our be-
ing.” ‘I am<#he way, the truth, and the life.” “God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish but have
everlasting life.”d ‘‘In him was life and the life was the
light of men " ‘‘He that believeth on the son hath ever-

lasting life.”” Jesus says ‘‘I am come that they might
have life and that . they might have it more
abundantly.” . ‘“Ve will not come unto me that
ye might bave life” Anl in  otr leseon,

verse 33, we have, ‘‘For the bread of God is he
which cometh from heaven and giveth life unto the
world.”” And in'the 5oth verse we read, *‘This is the
bread which cometh down from heaven that a man may
eat thereof and not die.”” ‘‘I am the living bread which
came down from heaven; if any man eat of this bread he
shall live forever; and the bread that I will give is my
flesh which I will give for the life of the world.”
Verse 51.

(3) The mauna was givemr & certain period onmly.
God ‘‘gave” the manna, God ‘‘giveth’’ the true bread.
This true bread is continually being given tous. It is
not the truth that Christ was the bread of life but that
he is the true bread. This bread is not like the manna
given for a definite occasion onl: ; the true bread from
heaven is a perpetual gift. And not only is this so but
we need him' continually, ‘‘every hour we need thee.”
‘‘We caunot live on a previous supply. The principle of
the Christian life is *'daily grace for daily need.”

(4) We are spiritually dead without this heavenly
bread. As the body cannot live without food, so in the
soul there is no life without Christ. ‘‘He that hath not
the Son hath not life.” ‘He-that believeth not the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.”
No wonder thercfore, that thew ple said to Jesus,
“Evermore ffive us this bread.” $How marvellous the
teaching of Jesus’ reply, “I am the bread of life, he that
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth
on me shall never thirst I"' Let that be our.prayer, dear
young people. Let us not only recognize our need but
also the inexhaustible supply, A. F. NEwCOoMB.

Ambherst, Oct. 27.

B
Report.

The members of the Guysboro Junior Union are at
present meeting weekly, and devoting part of their hour
to making scrap books, destized -for use among the
Telugu childreth This gives added interesy to their
work and mixes splendidly with the Jupioi’ Conguest
Course, It is prebable that these yowng weorkers will

remember needy oues nearer them. Miss Glara McKeen
is junior leader. - The Junior Union is taken and we hope
soon to have twenty copies of it making its monthly
visit to as many homes.

Sh R 8
Co-operation.

Organizations exist in order that individuals may
through them the more efficiently achieve a common
purpose. The reason to be of the B. Y. P. U. Convention
is that through co-operation a more efficient class of
young Christians may be developed from our ranks. To
do this the earnest service of every member is demanded.
Recognizing these facts, and. desiring earnestly to make
this department a really effective force in the develop-
ment of our young people, we have sought stimulating
articles from a large number of our most effirient workers,
We have asked none but busy men or women to write a
word. We appealed to persons whose hands and hearts
are full of work, because such persons are always most
ready to respond, and because those who do nothing are
utterly incapable of offering stimulus to other lives. We
have received and published a few of these articles.
They have been of noble value, but the results have been
thus far quite disappointing. We have thus far written
over thirty letters seeking such help. The majority of
responses have been courteous refusals, Several prom-
ised work now long overdue. We hope they have not
forgotten the work and their promise. The conduct of .
this department is no small addition to a busy pastor's
work, as busy as any of them. But if you will help we
will do.our best to make the work effective in character
building and in stimulus to service.

O
Temperance Sunday.

The C on Temp of the Maritime
Convention have asked ‘the churches throughout the
Convention to observe Sunday, Nov. 26, as Temperance
Day. They desire the co-operation of all our Young
Peoples’ Societies in this observance. We would
earnestly recommend thag such observance be made a
grand rally of all our forces for a stalwart charge upon
. the greatest foe of home, church and Christian citizenship.

S AN
The Best Thing.

A recent issue of the Christian Eodeavor World
quotes the following as the best thing seen in its ex-
changes during the previous week :

[From an exceedingly suggestive article by W. L.
Pickard, in the Standerd, on ‘‘Some Things a Layman
Should Avoid,” the following pertinent sentences are
taken. ]

Avoid finding fault with the preacher's sermon because
a less, disrespectful, talking, note-writing choir sits
in the choi d, and a thoughtless janitor fails to
** decide on vez{ﬁlntlo.xl:." Itis hl:ot sermons e«;ery tlune
that put e to sleep. I have seen people as!
wheupjohﬁ? Broadus and George C. Lorimer and P.e?
Henson were preaching, Vet these brethren did not
preach Rip Van Winkle sermons,

Avoid hagte in listening to a sermen. Haste to run
through a service * makes it perfunctory.” A deliberate
listener gives ‘‘tone and character’ to the ir
All laymen who can sing should ting, and all should
. welcome strangers at the proper time. Then the preacher
who is trying to make the church a place warm
hearted worship instead of an ice-house will not have to
give exhortations.

Avoid pew conversations by two or more laymen. The
pew i.ll ;xptcted to be a pattern to the pulpit.

Avo oot gl ¥ .

four stanzas of a hymn which
the stanzas are sung. The mini
whether some or all the stan
theme which he wishes to im,

FIRCRE *
Laying Aside Every Weight.

A successful worker in a rescue mission is a lady who ~
was formerly a society belle, but who has now conse-
crated her brilliant social and intellectual gifts and her
beautiful voice entitely to the Lord's work among the
lost and degraded, She once remarked that she clung
to dancing;and card-playing for years after she made a
profession- of religion; and that her real joy in the
Christian life did not come until these things had been
given up altogether. One evening about two weeks after
she had made this full consecratipn, she went into a little
mission room, and was there asked to say something
helpful to a poor wreck of a man who had been for many
years a gambler. The man looked at her suspicious'y.

““ Do you play cards?' he asked. g

“ No_Il

‘Do you dance ? "’

“" NO."

““ Do you go to the theatre? "

‘““No ; not now."

“ Very well,”’ he raid, ‘‘then you may talk to wme.
But I won't listen to one word from your fine folks who
are doing. on a small scale, the very thiugs that have
brought us poor wretches where we are.” .

B g-n not helieve,"” added the lady who told the
story, {l‘l‘:\ the joy of being abl teach the way of
life to that lost soul was more to me“than all the poor
little pleasures I bad givel up for Jesus' sake ? "' —Sal,
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