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Some Observations.

BY ]. H. GAMBRELL,

1f people are profited by what they read—and they are,
if they read after clean, sacred-hearted writers—then they
ought to be profited by many things they see. All care-
ful observation is good, either for inspiration or warning,
Every event hes some whol ! Noting

s some things that have come to pass, and keeping track of
them, more or less, this writer has learned some things
worth mentioning, may be.

1. If it be true that ** the prayer-meeting is the pulse of
the church,’” then two other things are also true, namely:
Masy churches have very little pulse, therefore very little
vitality, and that little vitality is almost entirely of the
feminine gender. This is both a volume of praise, and
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2. If Dr. Henson stated the truth when hesaid : “ A
third class of church members are the * Lily Baptists’ i
‘they toil not, neither do they spin,’” then the Lily
Baptists are niost likely in the majority, the world over.
It is perhiaps true that most Baptists never toll nor spin,
religionsly, unless they are toiled with and spun by
some other church member. ‘‘The Lily Baptists '’ are a
great burden to the churches. They neither ornament
nor serve. When they die about all that can be said of
them is: “ He was born in the year — ; joined the
church in — ; and died ——.” If the pastor wrote
the obituary, and dared -express his heart’s wish, - he
would say : ‘‘ May his tribe grow less.”

3. The P. P. members are very valuable toa church.
These are thé praying, paying people. The two to-
gether. They are the spiritual Siamese twins, It runs
about as follows: ** No pray no pay ; no pay no pray.”
‘! Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation.”
The over- ing temptati to & vast number
of the church members, is not to do their part lnmppgrt-
ing the work of their churches. The overmatch for this
temptation is earnest prayer. If all church members

. ‘'were prayiag people, 'all difficulties in church finances
would be solved once and forever, It is unmistakable
that one should pray, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as in heaven,” and do nothing to dissemin-
ste & knowledge of that kingdom and will ; prayer d
not produce, nor even permit religious idleness.

eye,” had knowledge of a great evil under the sure

and destructive of Scrip-
. As one who has been
singularly blest in this respect, I appeal to churches for
the p ion of their gainst n ble mem-
Let the churches hear the word of the Lord

ugh the Prophet : ** Saying, touch not mineanointed,

and do my prophet no harm ' Recently a pastor, in
another State, celebrated his 46th auniversary as pastor
of a vil church. It was a great occasion—made great
because the pastor had been lalhful in his office all these
eventful years, and in turn the church had taken care of
the pastor, augmenting his usefulness in every’ wey pos-
sible. No one could remain in that church and criticise
its pastor. This writer has personal knowledge of the
delightful situation that ** Behold how good and pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell togrther in unity ! The
or referred to is one who brings things to pass, too.

e is no sermonette preacher, dealing iu generalities and
syllabub. He is a leader, and a feeder of the flock of
Jod He insists upon a clean, right-living church
membership, and has it. Dancing, card-playing
worldlians find no room in his church, and yet the
‘* society "' e belong to and honor it by their lives.
And it may be added that society in that town is of the
kind that contributes to making delightful homes, great

men and women. What Christian wants any other 1?

of society ?—The Baptist Standard.
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A Tonic.

BY REV. THRODORE L. CUYLER, D. D,
The Bible is & wonderful pharmacopceia for the soul.
It ins plenty of stimul to arouse, and net a few
anodynes for aching hearts.

cient Psalmist used long centuries ago—‘‘the Lord is

4. He who wrote : ** Do not view me with a critic’'s\ Among its many tonic texts is this ome which the

griticism of the carping sort, is no evidence of eithera
sound mind or a good heart. It is generally good evi-
dence of a sad defect in both regions. The Pharisces
were great critics, but who thinks of them as models in
Christian living and conduct ? Christ knew they were
grievously wrong in their hearts and their thinking.
Kvery real Christian knows the same thing, and com-
miserates their great weaknesses. Likely it has always
been true that the most unreasonable critics are those
who bave “‘a form of Godliness, but deny the power
thereof.”” The church ber given to criticism is not
spiritually minded. Some church members are never
suited by what their churches do, looking to furthering
the cause of Christ. They are strong on economy, in re-
ligious enterprises, give little or nothing themselves, but
criticise what others do for Christ, while they spend $5 0o
to §20,00 per mouth on mere ‘' social” fads, card parties,
theatres, danciug, etc. The non-going-to-church mem-
llers are & caation as critics. They likely do not give an
Hour & year to studying the int of their churches or
the cause geuerally,” and therefore know nothing of the
teeds of either, Nevertheless they are prolific of ecriti-
cisms of those who do know, and respond to the demands
thade upon intelligent Christian men and women. The
home and peighborhood critic who, if ever, y
sttends church, is a real thoru in the flesh to dl'gd
people.  They set their families agai hurches, and as
fas as their infl ds their churches suffer in the
doti jon of their ighb No , mor other
service ever receives & word of commendation from their
lips. That people are being saved and the gospel is
belng sent 1o benighted lands affords them no pl

They bave no appetite for sweets, but their tastes call for
scids, and bitter things. To all human sppearances
* the motives of sin " are still at work in them. ** By
Ahelr fruits ye shall know them."

‘5. Likely there never was a preacher who could mnot
be jostly criticised on some point. Preachers will be
imperfect while they remain flesh and blood like the
people to whom they mini Kind, p 1 critic
s helpful to and sppreciated by any conscientious
preacher, but the gad-about critic is the bane of his life
.:d the obstructor of his work. In another State a
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y strength.” This is a tonic that meets a universal de-

; for none of us have any spiritual strength in our-
selves, Just as our bodies derive all their vigor from the
food we eat, and every oak upin yonder forest draws its
vigor from the surrounding earth and air, so do our souls
derive all their spiritual power from a source outside of

us.

Who are the heroes presented to us in God’s Word ?
Are they the men of native genius, skilled in learning or
philosophy ? ‘No ; they are the Enoch who walked with
God—the Joseph who conquered sensual temptation be-
cause God was with him—the Elijah who stood like a
rock against the tides of idolatry—the Paul who quailed
not before Nero becanse ‘‘the Lord stood with him”—
and the Daniel who feared neither the king nor his lions.

Daniel gives us the secret of his strength in his three-
times-a-day interviews with God. The conduit of prayer
fed his soul as the subterranean springs feed a well, and
keep it full during the droughts of summer,

We use ‘“‘tonics”” when we are run’ down ; and in like
manner the divine strength is ‘‘made perfect in our weak-
ness.” I understand by this that this power from above
is most conspicuous when our weakness is felt most
keenly. We must first be emptied of self-conceit and
self-confidence. The purpose of some hard trials and
sore humiliations is to get the accursed spirit of self out
of our hearts, When we have been emptied of self-
trust, we are in a better condition to be filled with light
in the inner man by the power of the Holy Spirit. Peter
had an immense confidence in Peter when he boasted of
his loyalty to his Master ; but after his pride had caught
its awful fall, he got his enduement of power from on
high, and then the man who had heen frightened by a
servant girl faced the whole Sanhedrin | We have got to
realize our utter feecbleness ; we have got to know that
vain is the help of man ; we have got to let go of broken
weuds before we lay hold of the Everlasting Arm.

That poor woman who had tried all the doctors in her
neighborhood and only became weaker in body and
poorer in purse, is a vivid illustration of an invalid soul.
She despaired of human help, and then came hi

the bottled devils go out. My dear friend Gough always
claimed that his victory over the ememy wasa “‘super-
natural” work—the very thing which modern skepticism
hoots at. It was that or nothing. A gospel that brings
10 supernatural element into weak and wicked human
nature would not be worth the paper on which it was
printed. If the Lord Jesus Christ does not endow a frail
sinner with su; strength to resist terrible temp-
tation, then Christiaaity is a delusion.

This has been tLe crucial test, and it is so still ; this

test Christianity has stood triumphantly in myriads of
cases. ‘‘The stood with me and ‘strengthened
me ;' " the same hero who said that, said also, ““When I
am weak then am I strong.”” Just as soon s we get
emptied of self-trust, the Lord Jesus comed in and
strengthens us. There is many a minister, many a teach-
er, many a worker whose testimony is thit when he put

himself like an emptied vessel under the descending
p;)m from on high, then he was filled from the fullness
of o

Faith jmplies & partnership. Our weakness is linked
to the omnipotence of Christ Jesns. We furnish the
weakness and he furnishes the strength. The hupgry
buz furnishes the mouth, and the loving mother furnish-
es the nourishing milk. Both the mother and the darling
are made happy. The supply will never give out for us
weak, hungry souls just as long as our blessed nonrisher
and strengthener keeps saying, ‘‘ Come to me, trust me,
obey me ;> my grace is sufficient for thee.”” When we do
obey our loving Master we are ‘' strengthened with all
the might of his glorr."

! Turn to that grandly tonic text, my friend, You will
find it in the first chapter of Paul’s letter to the Colos-
sians. The literal rendering of the Greek would be, *‘in-
forced with all force.” When you feel weak ; when
you get despondent ; when your arms bang down, and
your own strength has gone out of you, then go straight
to him who can reinforce you with his almighty power,
and for his own glory. Those who do thus go to bim re-
new their strength so that they can mount up with

winj eagles ; they can run without being weary and
ly{.:{'(hnut fainting. — Selected
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Christ Our Pilot.

REV. THRODORE CUYLER

*‘ Jesus, Saviour, pilot me ! is one of the most beauti-
ful contributions to hymnology by any American hand
during this generation. Its author was the Rev. Edward
Hopper, at that time the beloved pastor of the Charch of
the Seaand Land in Market street, New York. The
same title is given to our divine Master in Tennyson's
exquisite lines, ‘ Crossing the bar.”” All through our
experiences in life we need to have Jesus al the helm.
He knows where the shoals and the sunken rocks are and
where the safe deep water is also ; if we are wise, we
will let the Omniscient Pilot do the steering.  His dis-
ciples had a rough night of it while he was asleep in the
stern of the boat ; he was teaching them a lesson ; and
when in their extremity they called up the Pilot, the
storm lulled, and their fishing-smack swam safe into the
harbor.

Itisa good thing for us that we cannet foresee tem-
pests or trials, for them we might be frightened out of
undertaking many a voyage at the. call of duty. When
Paul set off for Rome he could not discern a prison or
a blood-stained axe of martyrdom waiting for him in the
imperial city. When Clarkson, Wilberforce and Sharp
set in motion their noble enterprise of overthrowing the
African slave-trade they could not anticipate the long
years of ferocious opposition that they were doomed to
encounter. They tugged at the oars, and left the helm
in the Pilot’s hands. The five praying college-students
beside the haystack at Williamston were launching a
little boat in simple faith; what head winds it might
have to face, they did not know or care. The Master
took the helm, and lo, their tiny craft was the pioneer of
all the vast fleet of American missions to heathendom.
No penitent soul who comes to Jesus can foresee all the

bstacles, all the p and trials that He before
him. It is well that he cannot. He might be frightened
back, or be hamstrung with discouragements, There are
too many ** Pliables "’ who get bemired in the Slough o
Despond and sneak back iato a life of worldiness ; the:
genuine ‘‘ Christian gets out on the side toward heaven.

Let us all learn to thank God for difficulties ; they are
a part of our discipline. Canaan lies on the other side
of the Red Séas and the Jordan; we need not cross
either of them till we cometothem. God can dividethe
biy sea as easy as he can dry up the little river, When
we come to theses, the vcice of Providence is ** go for-
ward |’ and the waters part asunder, When we reach
the flowing Jordan and our feet touch the stféam, behold

at the feet of the Som of God, One touch of his gar-

ment sent & new tide of health througk her veins. Con-

tact with Jesus, comtact in faith, contact in sincere

prayer, brings currents of divine power into our souls so

that we can ‘‘do all things through Christ which
"

This {s the very lesson that every sinner must learn be-
fore he can be converted, No Bartimeus can get his
eyes opened until he feels and admits his utter blind-
ness and begs Jesus to give him sight,  No John B,
Gough is ever delivered from his degraded drunkenness
untll he prays Jesus Christ to cast the seven devils of
lust for the bottle out of bim, When Christ comes in,

it is vanished, and we go through dry-shod | The stéry of
Christian faith and ite frequent deliverances is often like
a post-script to the eleventh chapter of the Hebrews.
When we voyagers get safely in the desired haven up
yonder we may take great delight into looking over our
log-books aad discovering how Jerfully our Pilot
brought us through dark nights and dangerous channels.
Pustors often discover very dense fogs lying over their
churches ; let them never forget that there is One to
whom the darkness shineth as the day.

Faith's real office and faith's real victory is in trusting
the helm to Jesus in the fogs and through the dark
hours. Rverybody can trast God in the sunshine and
over smooth water, It is easy to commit our way to the
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