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The Need of Laborers and the Way to
‘ Get Them.

The © fon Sermon preached at V' mth, N. 8,
August 24th, 1902, by Rev. A C. Chute, D. D.

“But whed bhe saw the multitodes he was moved with
compassion for them, beciuse they were distressed and
scatiered, as sheep not having a shepherd. Then he
saith unto his disciples, The harvest truly s plenteous,
but the laborers pre few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of

< the barvest- that he send forth laborers into his harvest.”
Maithew ¢ : 36 38
At the time when these words were spoken Galilee was
© & populous distiict, thickly studded with towns and vil-
lages. Frow the hills thatjenciréled Nazareth our Loed
often beheld this densely peopled region and longed
that dwellers therein might sharein theample provisions
of divise love. Palestine was infested with wild beasta
and robbers 83 that there was special aptness in repre-
seoting the people’s condition as that of shepherdiess
sheep, gone astray and helpless. These human belngs
were beset and victimiz»d by the ignorant aud ill-dis-
- posed, the impositions of the Pharisaic religion constitut-
ing some of their sorest afflictions. In these, men and
women, as in all of every clime aund age, were yearnings
after holiness and satisfaction, and yearnings, t6o, which
were not belug ministered untos Therefore in contem-
plating their state Jesus was stirred with tenderest pity
om their account. ‘‘Moved with compassion,” indicates

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

belter man, one capable of larger sympathy than before
and bent u) larger service. There is need of the see-
ing eye to 5:- out the compassion of which the heart is

is need of the rom, heart tha: the

oughly devoted to the true business of life. They walk
-anso see how it fares with eternity-bound neighbors
and are active in bestowment, they are fascinated by

_missionary literature because it gives direction to pray-

ers and offerings. Their feeling of compassion is not
succeeded by an inertness that leaves the heart less re-
ve n~der the next incitement. Obristian deed
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df preparation for the pastorate is long, where desirable
courses of study are taken, and the outlay heavy. Then
the period of active minis'ry is frequently short in these
times when wisdom and experience do not count as in
law and medicine, . Furihermore a man's hold upon a
rticular chuich is much 100 easily severed, especially
n democratic bodiea where the crotcliety and ignorant
and unspirituel #o resdily press to the front. An edu-
cated and godly mau muy be elbowed out by a sorehead
or acrank. Now if men are consiitationally given to
forethought, and their native guality ie stimulated by
observation, if they see loom up abead a galling
dependence upon others before old ige arrives, or the ne-
cessity of some unremunerative and perhaps humilistin

follows hard upon Christian impul Oh, the of
right emotion and inclinetion that b * not on to its
goal. Herein is explanation why we pass through cities
and communities but slightly moved by the essness
that wbounds. From the knowing of God’s will without
the doing of it, it becomes a trifiing matter that the feet
of young men run in ways that are dark and that millions
are perloh!n, over the seas. God have mercy upon thoee
who are ** ing up their b of passion,” who
see much waunt yet see it not, for the reason that they
have not been busy in giving reliel, who hear unmoved
about the ** distressed and scattered,’’ the selfishness of
to-day belug greater than that of yesterday.
Il —THE REMRDY WHICH WISDOM NAMED,

Our Lord indicated that this spiritual destitution was
to be met by the multiplication of laborers. Hundreds
of years have gone over to ewernity past since the words
of our text were uttered, and it might be expected that
they would no longer be applicable to the world’s con-
dition. The harvest was plenteous and the laborers
wire few; but there mus* surely be laborers sufficient in

not & mere surf agitation but a prof d
Here by his side were a few persons who had passed over
into the safety and peace provided for mankind and they
were ready to do ‘what they could toward meeting this
' destitution; but, speaking, now in agricultnral figure,
how few were the workers compared with the vast
stretches of rdpened grain. So the disciples are bidden
to pray that the laboring force may be brought into near-
er correspondence with the reqiirementa, Christ's eye
saw, his heart compassionated, ¥pd bis wisdom named
the remedy.
S I THR SRRING RVR,

Many hesides Clirlst looked - from the heights abouf
Nasweth, and the same objscts were in front of all
plain aud valley, hill and stieam, feeding fl ek and mo:
tug cainvan, weary iraveller and busy busbandma;
walled city and unwalled village. But what one
depends upow the eye he has. ere is the eye that

. commercial, only that snd nothing more, the eye t!
s eowtbietic, the eye that is historic. There is alse the
eye that s hiristian, which at the sapie time may

fiunnial or geologleal for Christian ends.  Some mllj‘

soe the world while searcely passing beyond their own
rural communities, while others ree it not thongh again
nud again they encircle the globe  Plercing the shell of
exisience Jenus saw the splritgal ponrx of the muiti-
tudes, sow themn under thelr load .sin, saw them
ws those drawing Bo sactual gein from the plannings
and to'lings aud waricd experiences of every day. It
avalled litle that their spot of earth was rich and beauti-
ful (3 whait use I8 beauty apart from a heart-union with
s Author 7 Oae family by Kadraelon's Plain or Lake
Gennesaret might have & good roof for shelter while an-
other had » poor one; one wan’s herd might be and
his nélghibor s » nall ; some might be robust in y and
others delicate  All such ontward differerices were ob-
scured o the prevailivg poverty of soul. 1 -

Now this Convention is a hill-top to which we have
cmme for an - extended outlook. From all quarters we
have climbed to this emi thit we may behold 1he

! barvest-fie'ds Leaders in Home Missions, For Mie-

.wious sud Higher Kducation,owho by virtue their
positions we ikely to have views that cerrespond con-

-~ stderably with Christ's, ardently direct onr gaze to vari-
ous points.  But after all, their most glowing depictions
and exbortations are but poor and cold. Withia the

- shadow of some of our strongest churches people are
perishing for lack of knowledg: as if none cared for'their
souls. Our missionaries of - Telugu land talk and write
10 us ard our response, jadged even from the stand-point
of our imperfect cousecration, cagunot be calledg
We see thie whitened fields yet do not see them ; we hear

; the calls yet do not hear them. What kind of an eye
heve you brought my brother, to this meeti of
Baptists 7 It is important to ask jt. It s more impor-
tent to ssk, What sort of an eye will you take away?
This conference of saints is meant to be an eye-opener,

. smd it will be nothing short of that if the Holy Spirit has
bis unbindered way in our sessions - Well, whatever the
eye in coming, may it get more like Chrisi’s eye as we
sil togrthier. us we speak and hear and pray, as intellig-
euce is bosue from far avd near, and as inall we com-
mune with liim who issued the order ere he went from

» tenting among us, *' Go ye intosll the world, and preach

“s 1l & gospel to every treature.”’

o ' ~THE COMPASSIONATE HRART 5 !

;. The Saviour's seeing wes attended by his pity, Omwt
of .nulh‘ vision there sprang & depth of n{ldﬂdo
which fold how distressing was the situation of those up-

{on whom he Jooked, Of conrse there was a preceding
compassion or be would not haveSe n as he saw. Love

) The heart formed the eye.

needy hosts. The beholding of rebellious

Jerusalem elicited bis lament and approsch to Lazarus’

wiave broke up the fountain of bis tears. What was al-

‘tendy iu bis breast wis manifested upm  getting into

tonch with the victime of shu’s 4 ] . His
words and deeds went forth (o meet the e

d. Now in him we arg sum-

with the sin-matred and

10 sn secordant activity for thelr we! You go to the

bome of n family where )
vo food, -mhuy'ndbl’xh‘mﬂmm‘o

today and there must be little remainiag to be
done. But not so, Met in this assembly in this Twen

tieth Century the words are still appropriate: ‘“The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.'
Maultitudes are still ‘‘distressed and scattered, as sheep
not having a shepherd.”” Pressing indeed-is the need
for the conviction to roll in upon us, a mighty propelling
conviction, of man’s sad state on the Gil%ide and of the
adequate provision of God’s love on the other. Many of
our own r children are not Churistians, which means
that they are pn:}lh off in a far country wasting their
substance, A g proportion of our acquaintances are
entirely absorbed with the unsatisfying things of earth.
N are the regi in these P  where Sab-+
baths ples with but lttle of religious teaching. And as
for the millions of heathen, hosts of whose vastness we
have but small conception, operations among them have
but well begun, though we are as surely ordercd to carry
the gospel to them as 'o publish it in our own land.

**The laboreis are few.”” This has been haviog some
8 1 emphasis 6f late, It is belug afficued onall sices
that the number of candidates for the gcspel ministry 18
on the decrease. In our own college those looking for-
ward to the pulpit from the lower classes are fewer than
those with the same intention in the higher. The Pres
byterian College at Halifax bas been expressing reyret
over the smallest attendamce during the past year of any
year for some time. At the last meeting of the General
Assembly of Canadian Presbyterians, the retiring Moder-
ator apoke of removals from their minis ry by death and
other canses as exceeding the number of graduates from
their Theological Schools, Religions papers of the
Unfted States have been noting the same shrinkage with-
in their borders and journals acro's the water have been
exercised in the same way. To no one denomination or
country is this state of affairs confined Think ye that
this tells of an eye grown dim and a calloused heart ? It
is certainly fitting to go in search of the cause,

It is pow better understood than it used to be that re.
ligion is a m.tter of the every-day life, a thing to per-
meate and control every sort of activity, as salt perme- .
ates every drop of the ocean. The distinction between
sacred and secular is being obliterated by a fuller appre-
clation that all may be done—the work of preacher and
plough alike, of h and missi y—all for
the glory of God. This is why in later years there has
been 80 much preaching upon economic and social gues-
tions, alt! h preachers must beware lest they go too
far afield and lose touch with what alone cun make all
things sacred and keep them so. It should be noted,
also, that there has been a maltiplylug of spheres
wherein that which, for cor v n ence sake, is called dis-
tinctively religious wo'k may be done, #s8 for example
the aphere of the Voung Men's Christian Association.
No doubt such lnstitutions, closely allied as they are to

1 labor, have drawn into them some who would
otherwise have entered the Christian ministry. These
things may at least be maintained as ind: that, it
is possible to reach too hasty and too depressing
clusion ing the matter before ns. Not forgetting
Mml ‘eatures, therefore, we may pass on to
suggest a jew reasons out of many that might be named
why the ranks of the rising ministry are not fuller.

btedly it is quite superficial to sav in this con-

n inadequate provision is made by
chiurches or congregations for the temporal necessities of
preachers, Buta assists in getting at the seat
of the disorder, nuue-ul?lnwhi & man can
do 80 much, nor in which he can do so little, according
spirit he is of, as in the pastorate ; and so there

lazy mechanics, both re-
that they deserve and a
n0 harder worked nor
Some will question

but troth to tell most

emands his position
sh topo:hom

occupation at a stage when they ounght to be capable of

their very beat work, they are lliely to inquire, st feeling
impulsion toward the pulpit, whether the Lord will not
allow them to take some kindred pursnit, where there is
promise of a more comfortah'e and more prolonged and
80 of a more useful career. It might be profitable for the
rank and life to turn this over in their minde. The law
of sacrifice and of enduring hardness as good soldiers of
Jesus Christ is not degigned for an exclusive but for a
generil application, b0

But young men must be careful to entertain no erron-
eous views touching this ministry of reconciliation. A

ple cannot pay in money.for a ministry of love, with
te giving of self, though a duly responsive love wjll seek
to furnish enough of it to facilitate the most’ lavish gilv-
ing of the best Christian self. Forethought is baueful in
the extreme when it leaves little rooni for the exercise of
trust Too often does it appear, from the conversation
of those who should leave a very different impression,
that the test of ability and success is the salary one can
command, as if pnlriu were to be taken for the gold that
2an there be won, like as & man opéns & jeweler's shop
for that end While, then, we would implore thé people,
for Christ's sake and by no means for the sake of preach-
+ ers themselves, to provide favorable conditions as far as
*onlble. for pastors and missionaries to work in, we
would also appeal to the herolsm and faith of Christian
young men, and beseech them to cherish nothing short
of the loftiest and holiest ambition. If church members
try to see how small the number of dollars they can con-
tribute for spiritual ministrations and ministers are biisk
to see how many they can get, then botheare in a sorry
state, the blind leading.the blind and falling together in-
to the ditch. Attending the gtievous malady of sin,
which everywhere r. ges, there is stout aversion to the
one only remedy, so that while the herald of the Cross
secks the welfare of all who are about ) im, he can, at this
distance from the millenninm, hops for the sympathy
and’ help of but part. Human nsture is now exsctly
what it was in the day of Chrlst's scj smin below, a poor
wicked thing, gaite unaltered by the gospel s spread and
the march of civilization, save in the individaal cases
where birth from above has been had, so that those who
tell the gospel s'ory, whether in Christendom or hesthen-
dom, must connt upon taking the bitter wind in their
faces for Jesns At great cost has the plan of sslvation
been provided, and at great cost is righteousness estab-
lished {u the earth, en eagerly pursue things inferior
and injurlons, but only take what is of infinite worth by
the sicrifice of the cholcest of their fello ws. *'It {senough
for the disciple that he be as his Master.”

Again @ the spiritual methods into which churches
have fallen in gur time have not tended to the making
of Chris'ian ministers. The idea of furnishing thin,
new and entertaining in the house of God has recently
grined a large place. Church-going is too, much of a
pastime. Leaders have descended somewhag to the pre-
vailing taste instend of lifting it. . A sermon} is now dis-
cussed after its delivery with the same flipphucy that &
p'ay would be, both pastors and con(rﬁl belng at
tauit. Smooth things are ‘prophuled in of faithful
dealing and declaration of the whole couns:l of Geod,
Fear of off :ndiag, along with recoil frym the more aus-
tere sides of truth, has too much figured in Sabbath
messages It goes without saying that. a conciliatory
manner is to be cultivated by thos: who would win
sduls, but the smile of man ia not to be put in the fore-
grouad while the aim to please God has a corresponding
r jon. # Ia the ical parts of Sunday worship there
is a catering to a concert-loving public, to those uncon-
cerned about inspirativn to holy couduct, to peaple who
want the pleasant and passing emotions awakened by
artistic productions, quite apart from any desire for the
enthronement of Christ by the development of Christian
character, Crowds are too often taken as the sign of
snccess, The methods adapt d spring 'reqq?ntly from
men of commerclal spirit, from the fina ciet whose
vision goes not beyond the Sunday. offerings and the
balance-sheet—reason enough why funds get so low.

a cop-" Dallness and deadness are assuredly uunpardonable, but

choice is not confined to a guiet church that has'scarce
any life and a noisy one tnat may hdve less. In the
raising of monies for the home programme and for mis-
slonary treasuries, how heavily has ingenuity beeu taxed
to devise novel and ukvl‘nrf means. Amusement is offer-
ed in doubtfnul and ed forms, dainty dishes are
served, knick-knacks and ornaments are put on sale—in
fine there is no end of stravge devices for elicitation of
coines from unconsecrated or partially consecrated!
purses. I verlly believethat we are not aware how this
militates sgainst vital godliness and fosters in our youth
erroneous conceptions of the manner in which the Lord's
work should be done. Mouney should be furnished out
of the internal ure of a love nourlshed by sound in-
struction from the Word, rather than by extraneous per-
suasion, even as a cork is thrown out of a bottle by a
force exercised from within rather than by the ulﬁ.lg
ofan outward hand upon a ‘corkscrew. Not only is &
right end essential, bat the means must be ly in
accord therewith, else imperceptibly the is
lowered. Then out of that impaired atmosphere, out of
the unspiritual conditions which have so artfully insinu-
ated th flves, there be expected to arise In
needful numbers those wishing to be publishers of mal-
vation through a crucifiecd Redeemer, And
emerge from such surroundivgs for such employment
are apt, unless lifted hl other inflaences toa superior
plane, to perpetuste the self-same blemishes. By a
:‘.llfln holding to truly spiritual ends, and a like hold-
to thoroughly harmonious means, our children are
Dest heiped. to those veey apheres of ‘labor God
v-uhv-'th-un;nd -onhhuloh A
" 4 the .




