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The Christian’s Weapon.
BY GEO, W. TRURTT.

The child of God is a warrior. His whole earthly life
in one of conflict. He is not to be carried to heaven on
flowery beds of ease. He cannot play the Meroz act with
impunity, in the holy catise of our Saviour's kingdom in
the world. He is a soldier, and he is to endure Yiardness
after the fashion of the most herbic endurance. Disre-
gard of all this bas got Christian people, not a few, into
the most sérious sort of trouble —trouble for the cause of
God, because they were unfaithful to it, and trouble for
themselves, for there is inevitable trouble, sooner or later,
for any and every Christian who is unfaithful to duty.
Joab's counsel of old, is the ‘word for us : ** Bsof good
ceurage, and let us play the men for our people, and for
the cities of our God‘: and the Lord do that which seem-
eth him good.'” There is never to be any neutrality or
compromise upon the part of God's people, . touching
God'sgwork.

But, since the Christian is a soldier, this article is to
speak a few words about the Christian's weapon. What
is that weapon ? Paul tells us in his injunction to the
saints at kphesus, * Take the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of  God.”" It will beobserved thatof the
whole armor which the Christian sold er is to put on, this
is the only weaponof offense. Certainly, such fact is a
véry significant one. :

This was the weapon which our Lord used, when here

..among men. Take the cruclal oceasion of his rare temp-

tation in the wilderness. What was the weapon that he
wielded ? Thisonly : * It is written "’ There in that
long-testing trial he had iofinite choice of weapons with
which to ' meet bis adversary, but he ¢hose ** the sward of
the Spirit; which is the Word of God.”” He might have
summoned. angels to fight his battles for him. Did he
not say just before his crucifixtion, ** Thinkest thou that
I cannot now pray to 1y Father, and he shall presently
glve me more than twelve legions of angels.’”” But his
weapon was not an angel. Nor was it the arts of rhetoric,
neither the power of logic. His weapon was the infall-
ible and unchanging word of God. Time and agian he
repnlsed thetempter with the mighty sword, ' It is
written ''  Recall his trying circomstances Note the

- subtle'ies of the great Adversary, with all his changing

devices Vet, though Satan presents his temptation in
changing forms, Jesus employs one and the same weapon
through it all. Let us not lose the lesson.

This same weapon is the great weapou yielded by the
Holy Spirit. ‘He does not come to bear witne s of him-
self. He is the Author of God's word and. its Teacher,
and he comes to bring to our remembrance the things
spoken by Christ. He will not put his blestiog upon

. error and falsehood, no matter by whom nor how earn-

estly spoken.  He will bless the truth of God when and
where it is faithfully preached. Do we tike to heart as
we onght the infinite importance of preaching and teac! -
ing the truth of God's word ?  The book that has most . f
God’s word in it, so alse the sermon, or poem, orany
other writing of the production that will most of
all bg houore the Divine Spirit.
‘Preach the woN]" is an Yxjunction of mightiest mean-
ing to the preachéy called of Q! to preach his gospel,
and to all others who in any way areycalled upon to
_teach it. "The Bible is the sword in the hands of the
Spirit of God.  Note what Paul says of its power : ‘'For
the word of God is guick, and powerful, and sharper
thaun any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of sonl and spirit, and of the jiints and the
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart.” Dwell upon these words for a, few mo-
ments, and let their mighty meaning be taken to your
heart. The Bible is the word of GGya ' It is as much
higher than mere human writings as God is greater than
man.  Why should it uot be reverenced with all possible
teverence, “Where the .word of a king is, there is
This bo>k comes down from heaven, and the
breath of God is on its eve (page. Its power no man
can measure  Its enemies coNd thrast Paul {nto prison,
but he ' would send out the¢/ trinmphant statem nt :
“Whereip | suffer troublg®as an evil doer, even nnto
bauds; but the word 0£&0d is not bouund.”* Catch those
invincible words : ‘The word of God is not bound."
Its advocates may be imprisoned and martyred; but it
will live on and on, unconquerable and trinmphant. In
the dark days only a few centuiies in the past, men
sought to manacle the Holy Scriptures, and for & season
it seemed that the old book was faiing badly, but Luther
unchained it; and lo, v a little wh|ie. all Kurope thrills
witl,its power, and rulers are by it made to tremble on
their thrones. ‘' The word of God is not bound."

power,

This weapon, wielded by the Divine Son, and the
Divioe 8pirit, ia nlso 16 be wielded by the blood - washed
disciple of the Lord Jesus. How is he to wield it 7 Does
it peed to he sa'd that & aword is to be used and not sim-
ply admired 7 That it is pot the handle but the point of
the sword that does the wark 7 First of all, then, God's
people need to know the book. Thelr ignorance of it is
nothing short of appalling. Toan awful degree isit
true today, as it was of old, that God's people are de-
stroyed for lack of rhe knowledge of him, which know-
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ledge is to be found in his word. Because of the lack of
true Bible knowledge, people are easily misled as to
spiritual matters, and a spurious evangelism has a large
field and many votaries. Oh, for the Berean spirit in all
our churches ! Remember the testimony concerning
them, ‘'These were more noble ‘than those in Thessalon-
ica, in that they received the word with all readiness of
mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those
things were s0.”" One sometimes is made to wonder if it
wou'd not be a good thing if all other book in the world
were piled in one grea! pile and burned, if only their de-
struction would lead the people to the better study of
Gad's holy word. One ounce of God’s word outweighs
in wisdom and value whole tons of books written by
men,

A right study of the Bible will prepare us for its ready
and proper usé in the hour ~f our emergency and neéd.
We will be able to give the portioun in season to the differ-
ent classes of our fellows, and to our own life in its vary-
ing moods and environments. Knowing the Bible ss we
can and ought, will save us from being as the foolish
boatman who had an anchor, but who did not take it
with him into the boat, and was therefore overwheltied
by the coming of the storin.

By no means let the students of the Bible forget this—
that he is to s'udy the holy book with all reverence. It
is God’s book. In it he talks to us. It has been rightly

“called *“ The talking book."" It does ta'k to us and with

us It speaks to our inmost souls. Who that haas rever-
ently read it does not know this to be trune ? By reason
of this, it is hard to have any great appreciatioa of those
gentlemen who give us their learned diss ‘rtations on the
book, with an irfeverent and self sufficient spirit. To
every tpue student of Scripture the word needs to be said
that of o!d was said to Moses, ** Put ¢ff thy shoes from
off thy feet, for the place whereon thon standest is holy
ground '

This final word needs to be earnestly said : the Divine
Spirit is the teacher and revealer of God's word If we
had a letter from a friend, on some very important sub-
ject, about which we needed to have clear and definite
knowledge, and if part of the letter were nnintelligible to
us would we not hasten to write to the author of the
letter for his explanation and interpretation of the diffi-
cult part 7 In like manoer aie we to s.udy the Holy
Scriptures: The Divine Spirit is their Author. Let us
continually seek for his explanation and interpretation.
The interpretation of/ the commentaries may be helpful,
but far more so will be the interpretation from the Divine
Author Himself Who questions that God's people would
speedily be brought nearer to him and to the true, full
meaning of his glorious gospel, if thus they would all
wait upon him in the study of his word ? Oh, isn't it
wo'th the while of every one of us?—Baptist Standard.
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Are You a Dissipated Christian ?

BY REV. WILLIAM P MERRILL,

HEvery earnest young man‘or woman wants to live a
lile of power for good.  You can go to no better teacher
than Paul. He was energy itself. All the men of his
day felt the almost terrifying powerof his life. He was
too strong a man even for the other apostles to appre-
ciate him. The men of the world who met him thought
him insane.. When he laid down his life outside the
Roman gate, his power was not cut off. It has grown
with the years. The world of today is largely what Paul
has made it.

What was the secret of this power ? Paul gives it in
the li‘tle verse, “The love of Christ constraineth me.’’

That means, first, that his life was one of Concentra-
tion, not of Dissipation. It may sound almost ridiculous
to say that Paul's success came from the fact that he was
no} dissipated. . But that word is broader than we often
make it. Thereis many a man who never drinks or
gambles, who yet is dissipated, for that words means
scattered, as opposed to concentrated, Many a good
moral man is & failure so far as being a power in the
progress of the kingdom of Christ is concerned, jast be-
ciuse he is dissipated, one part of him here, another
there, no one ohject and calling always before him.

It is & beauntiful picture we get when we use the spec-
troscope The sunlight is broken into its component
parts, and the bands of v-rylnk color are very pleasing to
the eye. But, If you want heat, throw away the apectro-
scope, and use s burning-glass, which concentrates the
rays of ths sun oo a single point. Paul Jet the divine
lfe lato pim through & burning-glass,

Samugl Taxlor Coleridge impressed all who knew him
with bjs wonderful possibilities. He was always golog
reat things. Put his great poems never were
n, except a few fragments; bis soclal plans never

Comjare Macaulay's actual work, or Gladstone's with
e's. Toere you see what concentration can do,
el with dissipation. Hdison's success is due
reat insight. His motto Is, *'Never look at

the clock.” His whole mind is concentrated om the

thing before bim,
Napoleon's theory of victory s well known, * Vie.
tory," he said, ** depends on always belng stronger than
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the enemy at a given point.”” If he met an enemy with
more men than he had, he would hutl his whole force at
the centre, break it, and then turn against the two parts,
meeting each with his whole army.

Paul's motto was, ** This one thing I do.””  This burn-
ing-glass quality of concentration is the first essential of
success. Without it a gifted mind will never be really
scholarly, or an :wsthetic mind make an artist, or the
most saintly nature make a successful Christian.

Paul says he was strong because he was constrained.
That means hemmed in, confined, like a river where the
banks converge. How its quickens its “pace, and fairly
leaps through the gorge, because the way is narrowed !
So Paul was confined to one course. The love of Christ
shut him out from everything but being a Christian, and
his whole nature went into thet. If you would be o
strong Christian, be a concentrated Christian.

Again, Paul's success was due to concentration on a
supremely worthy object.

A life may be concentrated on an evil or unworthy
object. Napoleon devoted his great intellect to satiafying
his ambition, and he failed to help the world's progress
The miser is an example of concentration that is bad, not
good. The German schoolar who *‘ gave his life 1o the
dative case '’ brought his powers to one focus, but for
what? What was Paul's one supremely worthy object
To live for God and mar. His whole life, with all ity
po-eri, was turned down the channel of uns 1fish love

Paul did other things than preach. e made Lents for
some montks. And we may be sure he made them well
If a Corinthian had gone to Paul to get some tent “work
done, he would have been pleassd with the work, an
would have received it when it wur promised.  Buot he
would also have gone away with the thought, -** Here is
a man who has one great idea in life, aud even his fent
making is used to further the cause of one he calls
Christ."”

One more thing note : Paul’s life was concentrated hy
a great motive. Here is the strongest element. There
was a mighty force at work to make and keep hiwm
wholly devoted ; that force was Christ's love. As the
knight of olden days fougut best under the eyes of his
lady-love, 8o this man, Christ's knight fough' best when
most consclous of the watching eye of his Master, und ¢
the inspiration of hislove. His strength was '‘as toe
strength of ten’ because Christ's love’was so vividly
real to him,

Christ needs such concentrated Christians, devoted
because constrained by the love of Christ: Panl was
such a Christian that people thought him insane. Small
danger that we shall be thought crazy for such a reason.
Is_not one need of the church that the dissipated Chris-
tian should reform, that those who are spending their
energies a bit here and a bit there should let the love of
Jesus come into them aud constrain them down the one
channel of love to God and man? %

** What is your life? It is even a vapor, that appeareth
for a little time, and then vanisheth away.'' But take
the vapor, and constrain it, shut it up to one outlet, and
it becomes steam-power, and dces the work of the world.
So is our life. ‘

The traveller through Leyden crosses a little canal,
and is astonished to be told that that is the Rhine. The
proud river, the glory of Europe, has dwindled to this.
Before it reaches the sea it divides and divides again, till
at last it becomes this sluggish little stream, which until
a few years ago perished in the sand, and never reached
the sea. Type of many a finely promising young life.

Vield yourself to the constraining love of Christ; let
every thought be brought into captivity to his obedience,
and your' life shall be a power for him.--Endeavor
World.
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Seeing Jesus.

BY REV, THKODORR L. CUVLER, D. D,

“1 went to St. Andrew’s church, and there heard a
little falr man ; and he showed me the loveliness of
Christ.” That is the description given two centuries and
a half ago of the preaching of the celebrated Samuel
Rutherford, whose ** Letters ' are among the half dozen
chief classics in religious literature. "“Would it not be
well if all of us ministers would ask ourselyes when we
leave the pulpit-—did I make those people see me or see
my Master? Certainly the preacher who can so effect-
ually hide himself behind the cross that his auditors can
‘‘see nO man save Jesus only,”’ comes up to the true
standard of gospel preaching. That king of preacher:
the Apostle Paul, tells us that ** he determined to know
nothing save Jesus Christ and bim crucified.” His own
conversion had been produced by & revelation of Chrlst
to him. The main thing which he tells us about his
conversion is that ''he saw the Lord {n the way,' and

the Christ thus manifested to him had made & new mav Ay

of him,

The vast majority of all the people who attend our
churches believe in Christianity ; they admit its excel
lence and admire ita beauty. But that faith {n Christian
ity works no change in the heart or in the daily life
Jesus Christ-himeelf did not formulate a creed and call
upon his hearers to accept that; he simply cried out,

.




