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Strength Growing With Days. 

BY REV. ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D, D;, LITT, D, 

‘As thy days, so shall thy strength be." —Deut. 33 : 25. 

We generally hear these words misquoted, and put in- 

to the shape, ** As thy day, so shall thy strength be,” as 
if the substance of the promise was strength proportioned 
tothe special exigencies of each movement. That is 
very beautiful, and may well be dedpuced from the words, 

but it fails to'take into account that little '* s* at the end 

of the word ** day,” which obliges us to understand the 

promise as meaning : ** As thy days” (increase) '‘ thy 
* strer gth shall” (Increase) The older a Christian is, the 

stronger Christian he ought to be. Then there is another 

thing to be noted, and that is that in their original con- 

nection the words are a promise, not to an individual, but 

to a community. It is the last of the series of promises 

to the various tribes of Israel which occupy this last 
chapter of D:uteronomy, and are ascribed to Moses ; and 

it crowns the whole we may go further than ° 
that, because this sa, ing is the last directly addressed to 

“the tribes, the rest of the song being 8 hymn to Jehovah. 
It may be that the change of person from the ** he" that 
prevails throughout of the bene dictions to the 
*“ thy'' that is foand Tn the last two of huses, of which my 

text is bue, indicate that these final blergings belong, not 
to Asher exclusively. to whom they sti to be immedi- 
stely and direptly adds but are fntended for the 

Possibly 

the rest 

cased, 
whole community. He that-as it.may, we have to keep 

in mind, if we would understand the depth and blessed 
wens of this promisé, these two points As thy days,’ 

not “as thy day and the “original application of the 
words not to an individas) hut to a community And so 

now, just look at what Hes in the promise thus express 
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Now let on take that fost of » in te application to the’ 

individuat lite snd the application te the com 

munity ~ 

foi. His appli NG to 1h ndizgidunl Hite Here inn 

promise de sd (oO teeth of native, because sll living 
things that belong to the : wilverse come under 

the law of growl, «hich withostoly pasies Talo décpy 
The sanie sen of {me | ui ite spoils on okie 
shores, and lncrgaves the lend when you get ronnd the 

promontoty da. ently away the const, Aud wo, the years 

which cm bring us strength, very soon begin to re 
verse thelr Action, wud. imperceptibly draw strength away 
from us. and muscles become Naccid the eyes become 

dim, and Hobs are stiffened. Nor is it only the physical 
life which dwindles as the days increase, but also much 

of the inner life is modifizd by the external, so that the 

and the old 
man's impulses less strong, and his mind as well as his 

limbs become 5 

old man's memory hécomes less retentive, 

fiened; and new things are a burden to 

him; and, as the yeark go on, drop by drop there ebbs 

away the mental as well as the bodily strength he once 

had. Some of us’ know this. ‘Even the youths shall 

faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly 
a * “But “'#s thy days so shall thy stéength be,” and 

when the eyts hegeme dim, it is ppssible that they may 
be longer-sightcd. and see the thiugs that are just in 

proportion us they begin to fail fofpeée ‘the things that do 
appear.” They may be able to discern more clearly what 

is above them, as they see less gléarly the things on 
their own level. Aud it is possible that, whilst all other ¢ 
lights that have been hung in onr chambers are dying 
down for want of oil, of for want of wick, one light that 

4 in dny mortal wick, nor fed by any earth- 

ly oil, may be unftured hy that oil of the Divine Spirit 

which forbids that the lamp which it feeds shall ever 
burn dim. and 
the strength drawn from externals decreases, the power 
of the spirit, the Maturity of, the soul, the. insight into 

the Eternal the Chr and assimilation to that 

y behold, as the clouds thin them 
neread® I.» 

is not kindl. 

It is possible that as the days increase, 

pt likeness 

which we more clea 

muy al 

it is when the leaves 

he wBo stands amidst 

selves away, eafy buds are, 

see more clenrly su Yopler | 

greenncsi had shut ou 

And so, dear brethren 

lite, it is possible that tb 

Why sa 

tian life is a supernatural lif 

in all that makes the Christian * 

He with the 
Just becanse the Chris- 

¢ that hes vothing to do with 
dependence on physical conditions. If it were not so, if 

my Christian validity stood exactly on the same plane 
as my vigor of inteliect retentiveness of memory, 

my energy of purpose, or other capact'ies which make up 

ere a increases 

increase of our days 

my 

the non hee or being —the “'somnl,"’ as peaple 

call iv “then iTNQO, 1d whiare in the decrepitude and 

decay which siletMy dims these capacities, however 

brilliant, ne the years roll ou. But we know that it is 

not #0 Much rather, it almost seems that there is an 

opposite snd compensating action sometimes set up, so 

that ae the outward wan perishes day by day, the inward 

man is renewed, and as one scale goes down, the other 
often goes dp. We sometimes see people, in the meas. 

- ure in which their physical strength decays, drawing 

into themselves more and more of that supernatural and 

> 

"ial or the external. 
divine strength which has nothi to do with the mater- 

Is that not a reason for hflieving that that life which 

thus obays a law, as I dead in the teeth of nature, is 
a life altogether inde ent of this bodily existence, and 

our connection with tlfis material universe ? There is no 
lity, if you except the fact of the 

Resurrection, e way in which, right up to the 
edge of the grave, and even when a man’s foot is on its 

threshold, there burns in his soul, brighter and brighten- 
ing as the darkness falls, all that makes the Christian 
life. Can anybody believe that a life which thus, 

throughout its whole course, has been independent of 
physical conditions, and triumphs over them at the last, 

\ is going to be extinguished by the accident of that impo- 

tefit shape which fastens its skeleton claws on the body, 
but never gets near the true self ? If we have Christ in 

us, the Bread of immortality, though we die yet shall we 
. live, and, in a nobler sense, than the old singer dreamed 
it, ** as thy days’ increase unto the unsetting day of the 

heavens, ‘* so shall thy strength be.!’ 

But if this 

life is to 
promi 
diti 

tradiction of Nature bv a supernatural 
‘ours, as it may be, let us not forget that this 

{ke all God's promises, is a promise with con: 
They are. not stated here, but we know them 

well enough. Remember the sn gael of words thet we 
have already quoted.  ** The youths shall faint and be 

weary ; the young men shall utterly fall ; but they that 
wait on the Lord shall renew their strength’ they, and 
only they. And what is ** waiting on the Lord" but 

communion with him, desir 

to put barriers in its 

or his gifts, carefuluess not 

oir owmconduct, prayer and 
the strength we have? God 

10 he sees are wanting thew does not give 
and the gift o 

strength tha 
an to the o 

That thought 
promise reveals he reason 

why so my professing detinns know so very lithe 

shout thy para hb that grows as the days 

Rrow creasing « yatorm ity te 

Jesus Christ yd a and M\Her and mote re) slelng 
possession of Hower and lle deriedd from hin has faded 

out of the creeds, heoanse Bt has faded om of the super! 

ence, of so many of us professing Chelstinne 

ness of the promise constitutes the sharpaess of 

when we come to apply It to ourselves 

grown with years ? 

The great 
the text 

Han my strengt) 

Let me say one word, and it shall be but a word, about 

the other application of this great thought. As 1 said, 4 
is a tribal benediction, snd all the benedictions of all the 

tribes have passed over to the great community of New 

Testament believers, The church is heir to the Divine 
promise that as its days inciease its strength increases 

And though, of course, there have been fearful nstances 

to the contrary, and-churches, like other institutions, are 

apt to stiffen and decay in their old age, and though 
people are saying to-day, with some show of facts to sup- 

port their saying, that Christianity is effete, and the 

church worn-out, yet the only institution in the world 

that has lasted so long, and kept up so much vitality 
through centuries, is the Christian chusch. Why ? If 

there were not, a supernatural life in it, it would have 

beep dead long ago, not b of the p ions of 

enemies, but because of the sins of its friends and mem- 
bers. The church would have killed Christianity and it- 
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séach succeeding day. For God never sets; his servants 
if to work or warfare beyond the limits of the strength 

which they have or may have, if they will. If anything 
is plainly his will, it is plainly within our power. Even 

if it is obviously beyond our felt strength, the conscious- 

ness of our inability is meant to be the signal to us to 
take to the prayer which will bring us iuto possession of 
strength that equals our desire and our need. His com- 

d are all promises of the bestowal of ability to 

fulfil them, as the man with a paralysed arm found him- 

self able to stretch it out when, in obedience to Christ's 

command, he tried to do so. So, however ‘heavy our re- 

sponsibilities, however trying our tasks, however we 
may be disposed to answer God's call to ‘some hard or 
unwelcome office with the old excuse : “Ah, Lord God, 
I cannot speak for I am a child,” we have a right to ex- 

pect that, if we say : ‘Here am I, send me,” he will in- 

fuse his strength into us, will put his words into our 
stammering lips, and fit us for all” which he lays on us 

“'Glve that thou commandest, ‘and command that thou 
wilt,” says Augustine. Our text may be taken as the 

answer to that prayer, given ages before it was offered. 

Again, this adaptation will shape the day's strength 
according to the day's wants. The ‘matter of a day in 
its day" will be given. There will be daily bread 

dally hunger. There will be daily supplies for daily 

needs. The manna is given morning by morning, that 
every day may renew the sense of dependence, and that 

the children of the Kingdom may feel not only their 

continued dependence on God, but may joyfully realize 
bis continual care expressed by his unremitting ts 

Whatever, then, cost of the days, the 

strength glven be they “joyful or sad, 

for 

way be the 

will correspond 
summer days of heat and beauty, or winter ones, short 

and cold and dark. God makes no mistakes, sending 

furs for June or muslin for December, His gifts are 
never belated, nor arrive after the need K them is 

pant 

That sdapiation takes eflect | won the same condl 

thon as the lncresss does. of which we have heen speak 
ing. same'y on condition of our walling on There 

must be habitus] desire, faith, sud nee, F we sie (0 real 

fre this antnterrupted How f wiven orresponding to 

he moment Hour Hives are dally saérifices, If we take 

up our crosses dally. If we dally watch at Wisdom's 

gates if we dis Anily then we shall dally get our dally 

wend, aid ae our days increase, »0 shall our strength 
grow greater. Baptist Times and Freeman 
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King's and Dalhousie. 

FOUR ATTEMPTS ‘HAVE BREN MADK TO UNITK THRSK 

: COLLRCYS 

Shortly after his co secration in October, 178% Bishop 

Charles Inglis urged the assembly to establish a seminary 

of learning. ** The whole proceedings of the Provincial 

Assembly relative to the Academy first and then to the 

college were evidently characterized by a disposition 

most friendly to the Church of England : The Dissent- 
ers in the House cheerfully united with churchmen to 
make the requisite provision for this undertaking, under 

the impression that the college would meet fully the ex- 
isting requirements of the people, and soy raise the 

self, unless there had been that seed of eternal life in it. 
They used to say, in the old days, that vessels going on a 
long voyage liked to take in Thames water into their 
water-butts, because it had the property of working itself 
sweet again after it had gone bad. So, over and over 

again, when its corruption was greatest, there has been 

an outburst of that supernatural life that has cleansed the 

church, and made it strong and vigorous once more. I 
venture to that time writes no wrinkles on its brow, 
and that the existence of the Christian church to-day, 

ineteen centuries, is a demonstration that 

the will of man nor of the will of the 

Though we may be, 

be, burdened by the sense of the feebleness 
of the vitality of much of professing Crridyaion, we are 
blind to the lessons of ‘the past, and traitors to faith in 

the power of the Lord, unless we transfer, with nnhesi- 
tating confidence, to that great community, the words of 

my text—** As the church's days increase, so will her 
strength grow.” 

One more word—** You and I are members, most of us, 

of thisiamaller community assembling for worship here. 
It has a long history. Ah, dear brethren, I wish { could 

be as sure about the church in Union Chapel as am 

about the church in the world, that the older it gets the 
stronger it gets. We know the conditions ; God help us 
to fulfil them, and to ‘‘ wait on the Lord" that our 
strength may be increased. 

But the promise of our text is susceptible of another 

application, though that is not its true signification, and 

riay be taken as meanihg the necessities of the days 

shall determine the nature of the strength given. And 
that adaptation of supply to need will be true in mety 

directions. 
It will be true if we consider the tasks imposed by 

baracter of the Province.” (Akins). 
When the statutes were being prepared in 1803, Judge 

Croke insisted in spite of the continued protests of Bishop 
Inglis that ** every student at his matriculation (on join- 

ing the seminary) be compelled to subscribe his assent to 
the 39 articles of¢faith of the Church of E ngland,” and 

that no member of the University be permitted "** to fre- 
quent the Roman mass or the meeting house of Presby- 

terians, Baptists or Methodists or be present at: 
any seditious or rebellious meeting.” The majority of 

the Governors supported Judge Croke. The Governors 
were Sir J. Wentworth, Lt.-Governor, Bishop Inglis, 

Chief Justice Blowers, Judge Croke, Att'y.-General R. J. 

Uniacke, Solicitor-General J. Stewart, and Benning 

Wentworth, Secretary of the Province. 
Within a year Dr. Thomas McCulloch began a move- 

ment to establish an academy at Pictou for Dissenters. 
‘When the Bill, authorizing its conversion into a college 

similar to that at Windsor, came before the Council, that 

body inserted a clause requiring the trustees and teachers 

to be members of the English or Presbyterian church, 
Lord Dalhousle found King's College. and Pictou 

A ive th h design or accident, and dis- 
tant joel the Capital of the Province, the seat of the 

Legislature and the Courts, and the centre of the military 
and mercantile life of the colony. He determined to 
found at Halifax a college like that at Edinburgh, “open 

to all occupations and sects of religion.” The Ear], in 
his communication to the Council, Dec. 11th, 1817, stated 
that he had thought that the Castine fund ** might have 
been applied to the removal of King’s College to a situa- 

tion here more within our reach ; but I am better inform- 
ed now and I find that if that College were in Halifax, it 
is open to those only who live within its walls and ob- 

serve strict College rules and terms.” 
After the Dalhousie College building had been made 

ready for ocoupancy, the friends of both Colleges thought 


