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The Church «nd Money. 

The gospel of cash is to be preached as well as the 

gospel « race Moncy is a prime requisite in the 

work of the church IThete is a stewardship of 

money as well as of time and talent I'he gift of 

prayer and testimony by lip and life is no more de 

manded of i church member than a right use of 

what he earns I'o give money for the support of 

God's can is as necessary as to praise and pray 

All eannot sing and it may be diflicult for some to 

pray, but all can serve the Lord with what 

they can Some people have a special talent for 

making money I'his talent should be consecrated 

to the service of the Lord as conscientiously as that 

of any other possession. liver since the day when 

Abraham “gave tithes to the ‘Priest of the Most 

High God," it has been known that the service of 

God wires money I'he Jews gave the tenth as 

an absolute requirement, with many other offerings, 

which would in many cases, raise the total ‘giving 

to 15 or 20 per cent. of income 

There is no specific law of tithing laid’ down in 

the New Testament, it is true. There is a principle 

of stewardship enjoined however, which is wider and 

more far-reaching in its demands, for it includes all 

aman is and has. This would demand not the tithe, 

but ever so much more, ve all, if necessary. Surely 

the believer in Jesus ought not to content himself 

with giving less than the Jetvs gave. 

ground is infinitely higher. 

His vantage 

And if this is so, then 

the church should do all in its power to help the in- 

dividual member to discharge his. duty 

grace also." 

‘to this 

It is right that.a believer should be 

baptized, and the church should provide for the 

orderly administration of baptism. It is right that 

a baptized believer should continue to remember his 

Lord in the observance of the Lord's Supper. For 

the observance of this sacred and precious duty the 

church should make proper provision. The same 

thing may be said as tothe proper exercise of Chris- 

tian stewardship. 

As one’has well said, “It's as much the duty of 

the church to provide its members with a system of 

finance as to provide a baptistry or the Lord's table.” 

In every church there should be the most com 

petent committee appointed whose duty it will be to 

care for the financial interests of the body. These 

need not necessarily be the deacons. There should 

be not only an estimate of the needs of the church 

for the ensuing year presented at the beginning of 

each year, buts definite plan for raising the funds. 

The plan. will always consider the local circum 

stances.  Kvery member should give something 

regularly—*‘as God hath prospered'’--and this 

whether he is present at all the services or not, be 

cause the work of the church must go on even if he 

be-absent. = A good rule adopted by some churches 

Lither a g 

able to 

is ver or a receiver.” If a man is un- 

give he should receive from his brethren, 

The Master said “The poor ye have with you al 

ways A part of the worship of each Lord's day 

will be the pathering of the offering, and this 

should be done as reverently as the worship of song 

or prayer 

Migsions and charity will have a recognized place 

in the work of the church —a foremost place. In 

the distribution of its gifts the work which the de- 

nomination lus in hand will receive the same con- 

scientions treatment as do the local needs. If a 

‘church ¢an only gather enough money to keep its 
pastor and pay for fuel and light, etc., it is a grave 

question as to the right of such a church to be, 

MESSENGER AND VISITOR. 

There is no church that cannot do something for 

missions and the work of the denomination asa 

whole. 

The fallacy still lurks in some minds, based upon 

a gross perveision of the old adage “Charity begins 

at home,’ that what is done “to support missions to 

the heathen or to other destitute parts of our own 

land, is so much taken from the pastor's salary and 

other local expenses. This is not a fact. 

The rule of giving does not work that way but the 

very reverse. The reason why there is so much 

barrenness in many of our churches, is because 

they are thinking so much about the running ex- 

penses of their own local church and nothing at all 

of the great work which the church has been com- 

missioned to do. 7here is a withholding which tends 

fo poverty. Let pastors see to it that their people 

are kept well-informed as to the work in which the 

denomination at least, is engaged, and also that 

every member of the church has the opportunity 

given him to aid in the work of extending the 

Kingdom ot our lord Jesus Christ, and some of 

them will be surprised at the resuit. All this means 

patient endeavor. Sometimes one niethod will avail 

and sometimes another. In many cases a good 

plan is to have collectors appointed to solicit. 

The work needs the help of all our members. 

oftentimes pastors are at their wits’ ends to know 

how best to proceed. We need to pray much for 

our brethren, for a good many burdens are on them 

which sometimes are overlooked 
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Baptist Convention, 
The Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec met in 

annual session on the 15th inst at the First Baptist 

church of Montreal, Rev J. A. Gordon, pastor. There 

were a large number of delegates in attendance. 

The retiring President, Aren McNee of Windsor, On- 

tario, was in the chair Words of welcome were ex- 

tended by Pastor Gordon and replied to by President 

McNee, after which the following cfficers were duly 

elected :— 
Rev. J. L. Gilmour, President; R. D. Warren, Esq, 

ist vice; Rev. J. E. Trotter, 2nd vice; Rev. P. K. Day- 

foot, Sec'y.- Treas. 

The address of the retiring President was then given, 

in which the condition of the Baptist body in the past 

was happily and forcibly contrasted with its present 

status. The Baptists of to-day had a recognized place 

among the Christian forces of the country. 
The report on Education made reference to the Uni- 

versity, the Ladies’ College and the Woodstock College, 

all of which were reported as in a flourishing condition 
go far as regards the attendance and the efficiency of the 

instructors 
The report of the treasurer showed a surpluson current 

scconnt of $2523 39. ' The Forward Movement showed a 
debit balance of a little more than $14 ooo, against 
which there are unpaid subscriptions of about $8oco. A 

bequest of $5000 has been received and several scholar- 

ships and prizes have been founded. Chancellor Wal- 

lace has had leave of absence for a year granted to him 

for a much needed rest. 
The Sunday School Committee reported an enrolment 

of 36,450 scholars with 4,472 teachers and officers. The 

total amount collected in the schools for missions and 

school purposes was $21,287.17. There wes reported a 

decrease in attendance but a gain in conversions and in 

offerings for missions. The report rec ded the ap- 
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nal being present expressed the sympathy of the 

brotherhood down by the sea in this western work, 
Home Mission work in Ontario reported a deficit this 

year though this was not so large as in some previous 
years. It was said by one of the speakers on this topic 

that if the denomination went on this year as last there 

would be mo deficit to report. Stirring addresses were 
given on theses subjects by Revs. A. A. Cameron of Ottawa 

J. McEwan of Victoria, Britisk Columbia, A. Vining, W 

T, Stackhouse and C. J. Camieron. 
There were reports from the Grand Ligne Missions, 

Church Rdifice and Infirm Ministers Board. That of 

Grand Ligne was especially interesting showing the large 

of d and the | d facilities for 
work by the completion of this new wing. The Board is 

to be heartily gratulated in the which thus 

attended their efforts. 
The Education Bill now before the British House of 

Commons came up for discussion and a stroog resolution 
on the subject was passed by a rising vote. The resolu. 

tion reads as follows : 

** Resolved, that the Baptist Convention of Ontario and 
Quebec met in annual in the city of Montreal 
expresies its interest in and py thy with the Baptists 
and other N land and Wales in 
their opposition to the preg tution Bill now before 
the British House of Commons which is a contradiction 
of those historic pret: for which their and our 

the fathers took joyful ling of their goods. We 
encourage dx to i in their resistance of a 
measure which is out of all harmony with the spirit of 
the” age, end assure them of our heartiest endorsation.’ 

Vigorous addresses were made on the above by such 
men as Revs P. O, Parker, J. A. Gordon, H. P. Welton, 

E ] Stobo, Wiliam Graham, Ira Smith and G. R 
Roberts of the Canadian Baptist, and copies of the reso- 
lution were ordered to be sent to Dr. Clifford of the 

Baptist Union of Bugland and Wales ; to Hom. A. J. 

Balfour, the British Prime Minister, — to the Press. 

Another lution passed p! against money 
raleed by sey taxation being used for the support of 

is, hospitals and colleges. 
The 'ast day g- the session was given to Foreign Mis- 

sions. The report on this subject was full and compre- 

hensive. The receipts for the year were large amouat: 

ing to more than $36,000, but there is a large: deficit of 

more than $7,000. The work in India is in a healthy 

condition as also that in Bolivia. A larger number of 

missionaries than usual are home on furlough, and the 

expenses have been heavy. 
There were 297 additions to the churches during the 

year. The net increase was 121. The present member- 
ship is 4363. The work in Bolivia is equally encourag- 

ing. The first Baptist church has been organized in 

that country with a membership of five. The door is 

wide open for direct evangelistic work. A new wission- 

house is under construction at Orura. At La Paz new 
ion head ters are required and will cost $10,000. 

The schools number four, and the income from these 

have been sufficient to cover the salaries of five out of 

the eight missionaries. 
Addresses of great power were given by Mr. Harry 

Pyrie of Toronto, who spoke of what he saw in India; 

by the Misses Murray and McLaurinand Dr. E G Smith. 

Seven new missionaries are under appoistment, four 

for India and three for Bolivia. On account of the lack 
of funds Mr. and Mrs. Reekie will not be able to go to 

Bolivia, The effort to limit the work of the Foreign 

Mission Board to an expenditure of a certain definite 

sum did not meet with the approval of the body. 
The Convention closed its session and adjourned to 

Grande Ligne to the re-dedication of Feller Institute, an 

account of which will be given elsewhere. 
The hospitality of the churches was all that could be 

desired. This could not well be otherwise with such an 

polntment of a C eneral Superintendent, to study the 

conditions of the schools, etc. This gave rise to quite an 

spimated discussion, when it was finally resolved to 

refer. such an appointment to the three Boards. Home 

and Vorelgn Misdon and Publication in conjunction 

with the Sunday School Committee. 

The Hymnal Committees recommended for use in the 

churches of Ontirlo and Quebec, ‘the Baptist church 

Hymnal’ with supplement. - 
The report on North West and British Columbia mis- 

sions showed a most hopeful condition of affairs both ss 

regards education and church extension, opportunities 

for pushing the work were many, and the Convention 

was appealed to for continued help. When it is remem. 

bered that 28 years ago the first Baptist church was 

founded in Winnipeg and now in Manitoba and the 

North West there are 98 churches with 5,000 members, 

14 of which are German aud there are over 20 different 

nationalities to reach, the importance of this work le 

clearly seen. 

The work in British Columbia bas pot made such rapid 
progress as in the Territories and Manitobs They 

irable host as wR and the First Baptist 
church. The his duties 
well. The meetings pe “dl I deeply interesting. The 
sermons -- reomng preached were . ow and the whole 
Co: ! We feel sure that a 
most excellent \mpremios was left in the city as a whole. 
od = iu more ways than one to have a denominational 

in any community. 
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The Forward Movement. 
Dear Mr. Rditor :—I am writing you on Saturday 

morning, the 25th inst., by the last mail that will ensure 

the communication a place in the next issue of the Mxs- 

SENGER AND VISITOR. 
I am happy to report that the evidences of a wide- 

pa interest in the fiulsh of the Forward Movement 
bundant. The resp to recent appeals bas been 

eplendid, The pledges made at Varmonth are rapidly 

being red d Many churches are being heard from 
in the matter of the special collection. Others who were 

in arrears on thelr original pledges are making encourag- 
ing efforts to meet their promises. And others still are 

bave 19 churches, but no denominational school. Super- 
intendent McEwan made an appeal for a larger propor. 

tion of monies raised for work in the North West than 

bad been given to that Province. A most apimated dis 

cussion followed, after which the percentage was in. 
creased from 20 to 25 per cent, The editor of this jour- 

ppl ting their former gifts in a noble way. The 

prospects are excellent that we shall pass the winning 
post on time. Only lot the same degree of interest and 

faithful effort be maintained for another week, and it is 
morally certain that the earnest hope of » multitude of 
people will be realized, and their faith rewarded. 


