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The Preacher and the Dying Man, 

5 BY DR. OWEN JAMES. 

‘Last week a young man died in the house opposite to 
mine on Potts place, The day before his death those 
around him remarked with some asperity : “Here he is 
dyirg and nota minister has called to see him I’ What 

made the situation more aggravating was that five or six 
preachers lived within sight of his residence. Why did 

we not call to see him? Answering for myself I would 

say: First, 1did not know he was there. It may be 

“argued that I ought to know—s'ill the fact is that I did 

pot know. Johnstown is getting to be a large city. And 

people in large cities do not know their next door neigh- 

bor. We preachers are pastors of churches. We live to 

minister to our churches and congregations and their 

friends. We areever on the alert so kvow the conditions 

and needs of all who in any manner belong to the sphere 

of our responsibility : 

O1 the other band the entire population is supposed 

to have some sort of a relationship, near or di a) 

some one of th: churches or denominatiots. We take 

it for granted that every person in the city has a prefer- 

ence, strong or feeble, for som: church or sect. The 

pastors, gladly and with avidity, assume the responsibil- 

ity for all those whose preference leans towards their 

several churches or denominations. Not one of us will 

be found a shirker on this point. 

Moreover, there ls u keen sense of hovor and profes 

slopal courtesy among us clergymen. He would be a 

rarity along physicians who wow!d push himself un- 

asked to visit the patient of another physician. The code 

of honor is equally stringent among ministers, We are 

always eager to'hielp ove another. We would at once in- 

form a brother pastor of any special need that might 

arise among those who might be in the sphere of his 

responsibility. But we would never think of obtruding 

ourselves unasked to render service to such persons. In 

some cases this mwy resalt in hardship, yet, speaking 

generally, this spirit of mutnal regard and mutual help: 

fulness among uslulsters {a worthy « f all praise. 

Second: It] had known that the young man was 

there avd dying, would | have called to see him? No, I 

think sot, 1 would take it for granted that he was in 

some other pastor's sphere of responsibility. But if I 

kngw that he bad no church preference, that he was 

really in no one's sphere of responsibility and that no 

one was ministering fo him, would I then have called? 

Yes, If | were sent for. Otherwise I would still hesitate. 

Why ? 1 am speaking entirely for myself. J do vot 

know what any other pastor would do. But I would 

Yesitate. | am sure that no one will accuse ministers of 

careless lndiff srence or selfish indolence.. We preachers 

are the servants of all. We are glad to be the bond 

slaves of the community, There is no time of night or 
day, there is no intensity of heat or cold, there 

fs no severity of wind or rain that will keep 

we from running snvwheré to help any man 

ju whatever condition. Our ‘hearts throb with 

a perpetu«l yearning to help. Asa class we have bat 

one design un homanity, viz : to render service. I know 

it is presumptuous for us to sav it, yet the truth is our 

souls grosn under the burden of our: fellows, Still I 

would hesitate to visit my dying neighbor uninvited. 

Let me give you a few reasons for my hesitancy. 

(a) A mau’s re'stion to God and man’s condition be- 
fore God are of all things the most private and sacred. 

Nothing can be more personal and more delicate than 

these matters. A mau has a right to reset intrusion by 
strangers into bis financial and domestic aff airs —his bank 

scconnt and his relations to his wife and chi'dren. How 

much more would he have a right to resent intrusion by 
strangers into this most intimate sphere, his relation to 

God? It is fashionable in some quarters to blame Chris- 

tian people wholesale for not speaking to sinners about 

their souls. Occasionally there is heard a man who has 

the effrontery to attribute his neglect of salvation to the 

gact that no one has ever spoken to him about bis soul. 

Christi «ns, certainly, ought io be loud in their praise of 

the Savionr and instant, in season and out of season, to 

proclaim the glad ridings of salvation in his name, But 

to tackle a strange individual io a state of helpless sick- 

ness, or in any other casual relation. is a matter, in my 

opinion, of extremely doubtful delicac and propriety. 

(b) 1 would want to avoid the im on that I could 

do anything for him in virtue of my office. The state 

confers on the minister the right to celgbrate marriages. 
The churches—1 am speaking of those with which I am 

connected —bave appointed him to conduct public wor- 

ship, to preach and teach publicly and to administer the 
ordinances But he is an ordinary man. He has no access 

to God that other men have not. He has no grace to 

confer. He can do nothing fora dying man that other 

men cinnot do. He cannot save, He crnnot forgive sins. 

His prayer will not be avswered any sooner than that of 

others, God has nof made him the custodian and dis 

penser of any of bis gifts. B of the p her's edu- 

MESSENGER AND VISITOR. 

{an between the sinner and God. Helis nota spiritual 
a'torney to carry the cases of men to the bar of heaven. 

He ia not a prime minister that is entitled to anv privi- 

leges in the court of the king 1 should hesitate therefore 
to invade the room of a dying man lest he should be de- 
ceived to think that 1 could be depended on to bring him 

salvation at the last moment, If I were sent for I would 

explain snd point out the way of life, I wonld persuade 

and entrest to the best of my ability, and I would en: 
deavor to lead the man's prayers to God. Vet so com- 

mon is the priestly conception that I would have to be 

very particular to turn the man’s attention from myself 

to Jesus Christ. 

(¢) I would want to avold the impression that ary act 
performed ou him, or in his belialf, would secure his 
salvation. Whatever the origin of the belief the fact is 

that a large portion of the human race bits come to be- 
tleve that baptism, the eucharist, prayer and anointing 

with o'l are acts that contribute in some way to the pre- 

paration of the soul for passing out of this world. All 
this is, in my estimation an error and a snare It is a sad 
reflaction on the character of God to suppose that man's 

relation to him and a man's drstiny for eternity should 

be made to depend on outward ceremonies. It tends also 

to lower the tone of a person’s moral life it we teach that 

his eternal happiness can be secured by some perform- 

‘ance on his deathbed. So decided bas the tendency al- 

ways been in this direction that I feel I ought to he 

extremely careful to avold every appearance of giving it 

encouragement, Hence I wonld not rush uninvitated 

into a dying man’s room. 

I would not want to do anything that would create the 
impression that religion wea merely a preparation for 

dying. That impression has a wide vr gae already. A 

man sald to me yesterday, speaking of a mutual friend, 

who had been killed: *‘It {isa pity that he had no time 
to repent before going hence” As a matter of fact 
Christianity is not a preparation for dying. It is rather 
a set of divine forces proj-:cted into this world for the 

awakening, rectifylog, cleansing, strengthening and 

polishing of all tbat is bert in human nature, for making 

the most of human life in all its duties,” trials ard ex- 

perlences and for the development of all that is noblest 
and most blessed in human character. - To become a 
Christian is to put one’s self sympathetically and actively 

in contact with these forces—to permit these forces to do 
their work on one’s heart and life. 

Let me be specific. To obtain the most possible and 
to attain to the best possible a man must b= brought to a 
right relation with God, his maker, friend, father A 
right relation with God means the mind, heart, will, life 

thrown into unison and accord with the mind, heart, 

will and life of God. There can be no fiction or false 

pretense about this. The unison and acrord must bs 

real and vital. A man must feel that he hates that 
which God hates aud loves that which God loves. Like 
God he must commit himself to antagonizes all that is 
evil and to champion all that isgood. This he does be- 

cause he feels that the evil is hateful and the good lov- 

able. The change that takes place when a man torns 
from a life of sell-seeking, self pleasure, self aggrandizs- 

ment into this life of unison with God is called repent- 
ance. When this repentance is sincere ard hearty God 

forgives a man. It is impossible for God to forgive a 
man who does not genuinely in his heart ubancon all 

evil and commit himself to all good 

This gives an idea of how remotely related the end of 

lite isto the Christian religion. Both the purpose and 
the motive of Christianity are independent of death. The 

impelling reason and motive in all {0 that righteourness 

and holiness are in themselves right and worthy. It is 

true that holiness brings blessedness. But he who seeks 
the holiness for the sake of the blessedness will nat get 
the blessedness because he does not have the holiness, 
Those who die in Christ will go to heaven. Bat those 
who seek Christ in order to go to heaven will not go to 
heaven, becavse they do not find Christ, If Christ is 

not sought for his own sake, but only for the sake of 
some banefits he bas to confer, he is not sought at all, 
It is bis gifts that are sought. Aud those who seek him 
for the sake of the gifts he bas to give neither find him 
nor get his gifts. A child that tells the truth for a re- 
ward is not truthful. He would just ss soon lie for the 
reward. A man that is honest because it pays is not 
honest at all. He would steal if that was what paid A 
genuinely truthfnl and honest man cares nothing for 
consequences. He is truthful and honest whether it 
pays or mot. A child tbat obeys his father because his 
father has promised him an esfate does not really honor 
and obey his father atall. He is scheming to get the 
estate and if the father could his heart he would 
not let such a child have the estate. 

The Christian religion is not a scheme to avold hell 
and go to heaven when we die Itis, as I have said a 
set of forcesto awaken love for God aud for Roodness 
and to righten a man with God and bring him into pos- 

cation avd experience he may teach, guide, persuade, 

entreat and pray with more clearnese, fervor and unction 

than many others and for that reason be more helpful 
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ol & gece The nearness of death, for this 
reason, a an impertinent consideration, H 
would indeed be an ignoble son who, during Beatties 
period of kis minority, would disregard his father and 
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before his majority, would ery and cringe and plead for 

mercy in order to get his portion of the estate. It would 

be despicably mean if he deliberately counted on his 

father's leniency and purposed sll along to ignore the 

father and all filalness until the last minute when, as a 
part of a scheme, he would putin his cries and tears for 

his pardon and his portion. 
I fear that there are men who presume on the leniency 

of God, who allow themselves to think that God is so 
lenient that he will, at the last moment and least cry for 

pardon, turn from a man the consequences of a life of 
sinning and bring him at once into perfect happiness in 

heaven, Acting on this presumption they abandon 
themselves to a life of sin, intending to make it all right 
at last through the prayers of some priest or preacher. 

It {s needless to say that in such conduct there would be 
no sincere turning away from evil to good, but only ‘a 

craven method to dodge the evil results of a bad life. It 

is also needless to say that such a fiction would avail 

nothing with God, who knows the heart. To be sure it 
is possible at any time to turn genuinely from evil to 

good. If such true repentance should take place at the 
last moment I am sure that God would pardon to the 

uttermost for Jesus’ sake. Every preacher, that I know 

of, won'd be glad to bring the gospel message home to a 

manu at the last moment in the hope of producing the 
true repentance. Yet very many of us are constantly 
afrald that men may cheat themselves with the notion 

that Christianity is a preparation for dylug and that 

heaven may be won by a spurious repentance. —Sel. 
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The Higher Critic of Ten Hundred 

Years Ago. 

BY J. WKBHE, 

This was the title of a lecture given in the Theological 
Instilution at W te on Jane 7th, 1972 by the Rev. 

Thomas O:thodex, M. A, 

There was a very large gathering. Kvery avallable 

The lecturer, being called vpon by 

‘the chairman, stepped to the front and, without making 
any apology, said : “‘Ladiesand gentlemen ; after gather 

ing up, at a large expense, hundreds of anclent books 

and manuser pis | have found out why there was so little 
progress made, in regard to the evangelizition of the 

during the ‘ater part of the nineteenth and the 

part of the twentieth centuries 

have made it out is as follows 

seat was occupied 

The story as | 

“There was a man whose name was Darwin, a nature! 

ist and author. He was born in the vear 1809. His nu 

ymerous works had an immense influence, whether for 

good or ill, throughout the thinking world. When be 

reached the advanced age of sixty two years he startled 
the public by the annogncement which was to the effect 

that there was monkey-blood runping through his veins 

He claimed that hi: forefather, away back hundreds of 

millions of years, wasa fill blooded monkey. Of course, 

as might bs expect:d, all human belogs were greatly 

shocked when they heard it. One would think that 
when he found it out he wonld have kept it to himeel’, 
but, strange to say, he seemed to be quite proud of his 

ancestry, for he wrote a book to prove his claim. In this 

book be not only made a claim for himself but tried also 

to show that there were others of the same blood and 

from thre same stock. 
Darwin's work had a marvelous influence upon sonre 

minds, There was a mysterious something in it, which, 

while it did not eppeal to the minds of human beings, 
had an almost hypnotic effect wherever there was mon- 

key-b'ood, for, every now and again, after reading this 

wonderfal theory, a number of men would suddenly make 
a leap and climb right up into the Darwin theory-tree 

aud hang on to its branches in a very peculiar manner. 
The remarkable talent of mimicry, which is so notice- 

able in the monkey tribe in their natural state, must have 
been largely developed in these men, for they certainly 

did act very much like human beings. The monkey- 
spirit also szemed to predominate to a very large extent 

in them, for nothing pleased them better that to take the 

things which human beings greatly prized and, ont of 

sheer mischievousness, tear them all to pleces, 
One day, while they were leaping from tree to tree and 

from branch to branch, in the great forest of literature, 

on the lookout for the ‘ missing link,’ one of their mem- 
bers came running into their midst crying, *‘ I have found 

the book !”” ** What book ?"’ asked the wonder stricken 
brotherhood. ‘The Bible | the Bible! the book that the 

human beings believe in! The book which contradicts 

our brother Darwin's theory I" Then, with a graceful 
bound which, was so like bis forefathiers of m'llions of 
years ago, he made a leap high upin the air, and alighted 

upon a platform, which the brothers had already erected, 

and, in an eloguent and passionate address, told all that 

he had seen and heard of the human being's religion. 
The brotherhood were quick to see that there was at last 

some important and delightful work for them todo, They 
would ‘ make a desperate attempt to pick this great book 

to pleces.’ Many days and nights were spent in reading 

the contents, and many & warm discussion was indulged 
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