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The Dead and the Living Christ.

A sermon preached in the church in Chester, N, S. on

‘Raster Sunday, April 12, 1903
By RRV. RUPERT 0SG00D MORSE.

Revi: 18 Iam the Living One, and ! was dead, and
‘behold I am alive for eyefmore, and I have the keys of
‘death and of Hades

80 dpoke the glorifisd Christ to the exiled John. Be-
hold this gloriors one. He stond in the midst of the
¥even golden candles‘icks, his head, white es snow; his
wyesan a flame of fire, his feet, like burnished brass ; sand
tis volce, as the roar of many waters. In bis right band
were seven stars, out of his mouth proceeded a two-
edged sword, while his coun'enance was glorious as the
sun in hie strength. - Wnat s being! ~o word:r Jobn
fell In fear at his feet! Bu! that hand filled with
giittering stars is #8 gentle as when its touch gave blind
eyes thelr sight. Itlifts the awe filled disciple to his
feet us the volce says,—‘ I am the Liviog One; and I was
desd, and behold | sm alive forevermore, and | haye the
keys of death and of Hades '’

Weare no! surp ised at John's f*ar, nar that bis re-
copnition of his Lord Jesus allayed every fear.

Notice. :

I Weare here tanght that Jrous was dead, Upon
th's point there can De no dowbt. This glorlous s ene
polots back to Calvary  As Jesus covmitted his apirit
isto the Father's han ! the Loed of Life died, The mar-
vel was thet he should die so s00n. . He had heen on the
crose but siy bours. Twoor three days uwsually passed
ore life wos extinet. Why Jseas dicd 20 s00n we leave
where luapired peos Jeave I, In the slience of God

Two propheciss were fu fitled o the croms  Hupdr de
of yoars balore It wes written, A bone of him shall not
be bioken.”'  The soldier's comm'ssloned to hasten the
desth of those on the cross that d y, fioding” Jesus dead,
bresk not bis legs.  But possibiy Jesus has falnted 8o
to double assurance, ‘ove of the soldiers with & spesr
plerced his side, and forthwith there came out blood and
water,”' And thus was fulfilled,
him who they plerced.”’ Thir, ton, msde doubly sure
Jesus' desth, Of 1hat death there is no shade of doubt
Yes, the Son of God, the Lord of Life, was dead.

But no malefactor's grave shall entomb Jesus. He bas
been sufficlently humilisted.” His atoning work is done.
Rarthly honor shall now j>in with Heavenly. Now comrs
the next scene on exrth’'s most. tragic page. A Jewish
Senstor and a Jewish Rabbi appear. The wealthy Joser h
of Arimathea asks of Pilate the body. He and kabbi
Nicodemus prepare it for its burial. Weslth furnishes
the 1 p'cery, and love the gentleness. Jcs:ph opens his
new tomb for its reception, and thus is fu'filled a third
prophecy, ‘ Aud with therich in his death.” The sun
goes dowp. The darkness derpens. In yonder tomb,
smotionless, dead, the michly Redeemer lies. No child
of Adam was more truly dead than he.

41 This same Jerus is alive forevermore, This is his
wfirmative. The death and ressurection life of Christ is
the very substance of the Pauline gospel. Paul says,

«Christ died for our sins. we<s buiied, and rose again the

third day sccerdirg to the Scrip‘ures. - Johv was the
dirst person to believe that Christ had risen from the
dead. Wkien he and Peter ran together to the tomb and
dound it empty, with no indication of a hasty exit our
Anciplent bellef in the resurrection entered bi« life. That
‘bellef was nourished by the appesrances of Je-u‘i"o bis
Hollowers dnring the subs quent fosty days. And now
Johu's vision speci«lly prepares him to herald Jesus as
the Resurrection and the Life, for hes he not sren the
gorifird Christ, aud heard him ssy, ‘'l am alive forever-
more."’

Bat recall again the new tomh, the great stone at its
mouth, sealed with the Roman seal. See the armed
guard pace to and fr> guarding the resting place of the
mighty dead. But spite of it all the grave ls emptied,
the Lord of lie burst the honds of desth, snd overturns
the throne whereon the yrim despot desath, has reigned
¢ Jong In the reglone of despsir snd gicom. no buman
eye witnessed that resurrection, no humsn hend relled
away that stoge God words his mightlis resol utions
stiently  Beot though lo the allence of . the grave Christ
conquersd death, though with tqoal sllence he came
forth and showed himsell to men, of that resurrection
there Is no more doubt thau of his death

And this ress-section of Chirit ls the sublimest fact
of Christlanity, The corner s one of the church s laid
in bis empty tomb. Oun this glsd Kaster morn ball him,
the Corqueror of siu, the Vit gu'sher of death, the Pan
somer of 1the grave. The resurrection ls the keystone cf
revelation. It has exalted .music, poetry, senlpture,
palating, and literatare Chrlst staked all uwpon ft. Tt
fs the cnimination of his rrophecies concerning hims if.
The resurrection emphasizrs and g'oiifi-# the incar: at on,
the perfect life and stoni~g death. The sposties con-
sidered it a sufficient evidence f rall thelr preaching.
Dr. George Dina Bosrdmap, {a *“"he Ep'phanies of the
Risen Lord,”’ has besu'ifully sald, “'The Kesurrection
# sods forth in the Aposto ic Theology as the epitome
and very | ‘bel of Christisaity I1s:1f. ‘And well it may ;

* for it invo'ves’the whole story of tbe [hcsrmation. He

who has risen must bave died, sand he who disd must

‘ They sball look on -

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

have lived, and he who has lived must have been born.
Jerusalem’s empty tomb proves Bethlehem’s boly man-
ger. And so it comes to pass that bellef in the resur-
rection of Christ is the touchstone of Christian faith, the
kev to the kingdom of Heaven.”

The resurrection of Christ gives ues a living Saviour.
Those whom he himself called back to life are dead. The
founders of other religione are as dead as thea mumm'es
of Egypt. But Jesns is alive forevermore. We worship
a living Christ. A dead Christ is unwelcome in art and
1o less 80 in rel'gion. We shall make no less of the
cross but let us make more of the triumph over the
grave. From the risen Lord we derive our divine life,
With these glad memorles we welcome with garlands of
flowers and sorgs of triumph onr living Lord on this
glad Ewter morn. We give him a carpet of flowers for
his once plerced fee'; we give him a crown of glory in-
stead of thorns ; and becaus* he lives we shall live alsc,

His resurrection accounts for the existence of the
chorch. The church existe. Canon Farrar has finely
shown hiow the church has regene ated llterature, sanct!
fisd marriage, ennobled woman, conqnered the world,
glorifi:d Gud. Bu how will you account for the church
without the resarrection? The spostles affirmed thels
f% [n the resurrection. They were nelther decelvad
nor deceivers.  The resarrection in the crowning mirscle
o' Chriwfanity
wppesl. Paul sald, I Croe
fo waln.'' but be sdde, "Now s Chr's' rlsen’
truth has created o new hesven and & snew sarth
the night of death & new sun has risen
file the world to day.  Thelr wlinees 1o the resnireciion
war o lmoowtant part of
Pentecost, Pater said Tale Jesms hath God maleed
whereo! we all are wilnosses
bealiog of the Jomes wan thus Be it kuown unte you
all that by the same of Josus Chelst of N oxweth
whom ye erncifisd,
doth thils man stand here before you whole

Tolt the sp et s sppeneld and 1o it we
bevot risen your falth
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whom G ralsen from the dead

““He is risen, slog ve pra‘ses,

Who his blooA on Calvary spiiled |

Shout-it loud in farthest placis

W 'at bhe promised, he fofi led

Who withstands? And why d'ssemb'e

See him mount {u glorions worth ;

Bright in triumph breaks he forth

See how hell s black portals tremb'e,

As the conqueror at them drives,

Hallelujah ? Jesus lives.

Ur from death-doom to deliver,

Saok he in the grave's dark night ;

Us to raiee to lite foreves.

Ros= he through the Father's might.

Death, thou art in victory "u\lo%ed,

All thy terrors overblown ;

All thine empite overthrown ;

Life is now achleved and hallowed,

Though the spoiler still bereaves.
Hallelnjsh ! Jesns lives.'’

III. Oar text shows Christ to be sovereign over death
and Hides. He holds their key. The figure is one
natural to a country of walled cities and gates. Desth
had reigned saprem:. No tears could move, no 'prayers
pers iade him as he went forth for his victime. But one
day a stranger entered the regi yn of darkness, and seemed
to vield to the monarch’s power, only to make more em-
phatic his overthrow. D :ath was dethroned, discrowned,
destroyed by the Lord of Life. Christ’'s followers have
now nothing to fear for he is King. Death's portal can
only open at his permission. We need not fear to enter
whence he returned ia triumph. Becanse he lives we
shall Yive. Standing by the empty grave of Christ we
make Paul’s triumphant words our own,—'‘O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?’
Nay ! The victory is ours through our Lord Jesus Christ.

If the resurrec'ion be true, then is our Lord’s divinity
assuzed. It is the proof of his character as atrue prophet,
and a divive being. H:clsimed and exercised the power
to rise from the dead. He rose. He is God. The atone-
men' was finished, not on Calvary, but in Joseph’s tomb,
Christ's resurrection is God's, “‘Amen and Hallelujah,”
of bumanity, If his work had been incomplete, and his
stonement uvaccepted he Fad never risen,

*‘Hark | the anthem avswers ; listen !
fast and faster
Swells a psalm whose chorus angels

shont abroad :

Come, O Lord undying ! Hail, O mighty
Master |

Lo, the risen Saviour! Lo, the Christ
of Ged 1"

Christ's resurrection is the promiss of our own,
Through the open grave he msde a way along which all
must pass, »s surely a= the first link of a chain draws
efter it all the rest. Sclentists once talked of the im-
peobabilities of the resurrection. (Sclence now argues,
though fragmentarily, for the resucrection.) Uabellef may
p!le mo untaine high its’ devlals. The ratlonalist may urg
the diffi ;ulties. To all, there is one reply,—Christ rose,
There is no more re'son to doubt it thwn there s to
doubt that Nipoleon was defeated at Waterloo. And if
he rose 50 shall we. Iadmit that this doctrine presents
‘difficulties. But there were difficulties to Christ's re-

surrection. He overcam= them all. 8o can he overcome
every difficulty to our resurrection. He who denies that
the dead can rise denies that Christ rose. ‘‘But now s
Christ rlsen " Taen we too shall rise. Empty as wae
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Joseph’s tomb, so emipty shsll be all the tombs at th
sound of the archangel’s trump,
** O'er the abyes of the grave and its
horors infernal,
Victory's palm thou art ralsing in
triumoh supernal ;
Who to thee cling
Circled by hope, shalt now bring
Ont of its gnlf life eternal.””

All hail, then, thou risen Jesus! Thou art he who
once was dead, but who now liveth forevermore. At thy
girdle are the keys of death and hades March forth
thou Mighty Congueror in thy sublime triump'.! Let
the bells peal on this glad Easter morn! With thee we
bear the cross; with thee we may lie in the grave; with
thee we rhall rise in trinmph; and with thee we shall
slt on thy throne, n4 more to die, but to rejoice in the
t'inmph thou hast won—Thou Christ of God, blessed

forevermore.

PR
Systematic Beneficence.

BY DR, H. C, CRERD,

(Continued from last week.)

Here some ome will cry out almost indignantly that
m ny people cannot affird it. We might as well say,
however, that we canvot sfford to rest from productive
tahot one seventh of our time. 1t God claime the temth
as well as the seventh, all we have to do Is to pay it and
leave resulis 4o m - But what are the resultea? Iu the
cone of the Babbath exparience has proved, we are told,
that & man oan do more and better work in six seventh
o the time than in seven s venths. And in the other
cioe tabe the testimony of the tens of thousands of per
wns who have for. years besn tithe givers, Farmers
werchanis, lawyere, artisans all who have tried the plan
faltvfully are move than setisfied, 20 far as kunown.

Lal us take o fow specimen s'atements chosen from
smong thonsands. One writes | ' 1 never knew & case
where one-tenth was glven that did not produce the most
satisfactory resalte, | belleve it to be about the suiest
way to prosperity that & man can possibly adopt in this
world | it is just what the scriptures call-it—the ** scatter
log which incresseth,''—while the opposite plan is the
* withho'ding more than Is meet, but it tendeth to pov-
orte."’ 5

““1 wes in doubt for a long time," I.)l‘ another,
‘“ whether I ought o give largely to benevoience while in
debt. I began to doubt, however, after a hard and un-
successfu' struggle to get out of debt that I should ever
succeed. At length I was persuaded that I was “ robbing
God’' to pay my creditors. My wife and I'coneulted over
the matter and decided to give a tenth, which we have
done, and God is prospering us beyond any previous ex-
perience.’’

Another man writes, ' Really, to be honest with God
is one of the most seifish things I know of ; ,for it pays a
huvdred fold or more every time.”

Some of the most eminent Christian wri‘ers of the
early centuries took very s'rong ground onm the subject
of tithing. Thus Chrysostom, ‘‘the gold hed,”’
is quoted as saying, ‘' O what a shame | that what was
no great matter among the Jews should be pretended to
be such among Christians | If there was danger then in
omitting tithes, think how great must be the danger
row !"

Also the great theologian Augustine, in the fifth cen-
tury wrote: ' Tithes ovght to be paid from whatever
may be your occupation, whether war, merchandise or
some handicraft. Tithes are required as a debt. He
who would procure either pardon or reward, let him pay
tithes and out of the nine parts give alms. God who has
given ua the whole hss thought it meet to ask the tenth
from us, not for his benefit but for our own."’

If any Christians desire ecclesiastical anthority for the
obligation of paying tithes, they may find it in the state-
ment that eight councils of the early and medieval
church, beginning with Ancyra in 314 A. D. and endlﬁ
with London in 1425 A. D., proclaimed this duty, ‘“‘rest-
ing it not on the authority of ecclesiastical law but on'the
sure basis of the Word of God.”"

The fact is that a clear case can be and has been made
out in favor of the principle of tithing for religions pur-
poses, A large of our Baptist miuni and
laymen are regular tithe payers Some belong to ** The
Tenth Legion,” some to '*The Christian Stewards’
League,’’ some perhaps to other organizations formed
for the promotion of tithing ; but a much larger number
doubtless are connected with no such union. Of all
these it wou!d be hard to find one who would willing'y
retorn to the old way of hap-hazard contrfbution, Why
then {s not the practice generally adopted? For several
reasons  First. some people are stingy and sre ready to
find excuses for not giving more than they do. Second,
some prople are covservative and slow to change their
practice, even for the better. Thirdly, many people see
objsctions and apparent practical difficulties, and bave
niver had these explained away, All the objections
and difficulties, b , have been idered and suc-
cessfully met by earnest advocates of the tithing system.

It any of the readers of this article have guestions
which they cannot answer in regard tothis matter, let
them write tome, or to Rev. G. O, Gates, D.D,, Bt




