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APRIL TO JUNR, 

Lesson VIII. May 24. Paul Before 
Agripps.—Acts 26: 19-29. 

QOLDRN TEXT. 

Having therefore obtained help of God, 
1 continue unto this day. —Acts 26: 22. 

EXPLANATORY, 

1. PAUL AND THE NEW GOVERNOR, 

FrsTUs, — Acts 25: 1-12. The New 
Governor. After Paul had lin in prison 
for two years, Fellv was removed on ac- 

count of grave complaints of his conduct. 
In order to conciliate the Jews as far as 
possible, he was base enough to leave in 
rison an innocent man whom they hated, 
* Felix had good reason thus to try and 
put the Jews under obligation-to him atthe 
close of his government. For the danwver 
was great to the mines governor of com- 
plaints being sent to the emperor, of op- 
pression and plunder, which were often 
H d to and punished. Porcius Festus 
was appointed in his stead. ‘His rule, un- 
fortunately, was prematurely cut short by 
death, before he had completed his second 
year of office.” 
The Attempt of the Jews to Gain Pos- 

session of Paul. Immediately on the ar- 
rival of the new governor, the Jews songht 
to have Paul taken to Jerusalem for trial, 
for there they had more power over the 
courte, or could secretly assassinate their 
enemy. Their charges sgainst him were 
donbtless the same three which Tertullus 
brought against him In our last lesson. 
Festus asked Paul whether he was wi'ling 
to go. The question was whether Paul 
would accept an informe] acquittal from 
the Roman court on condition that he sub- 
mit to a trial before his own people on the 
other courts 
The Appeal to Cesar. Paul well knew 

that there was no justice for him in 
the court of the Sanhedrim, where the 
udpes were already committed against 
im, and had plotted to murder him. He 

therefore objected, saying that he had 
done no wrong to the Jews, and why 

should he be tried by them? He then = 

pealed to Cwesar, that is he carried his 
case to the roval court ir Rome. 

II. THE ROVAL-COURT ASSEMBLED AT 

CESEREA.— Acts 25: 13-47. The Visit of 

Herod Agrirpa II. to Festus. Soon after 
these things, Herod Agrippa II, the 
brother-in-law of Festus, together with his 

sister wife Bernice, the sister of Drusilla, 

the wife of Felix, made Festus a visit of 

congratulation at Ceserea. 
Bernice. The sister of Agrippa, and of 

Drusilla, the wife of Felix. Both Agrippa 
and Bernice were Jews in religion. 
The Scene at the Royal Assembly. The 

scene lay in the eame magnificent hall in 
the cfficial palace. which eighteen years 

before, had witnessed the still more stately 

scene when the father of the present King 

Agrippa was called a god, and dame to bis 

tragic end. * Paul, in his fetters, was stand- 

ing up ready to speak. Pefore him were 

Festus and his court, King Agrippa and 

Queen Bernice, in all the pomp and splen- 
dot of Oriental royalty. * 
The question stated, Festus arose be- 

fore this brilliant assembly, and stated the 
object of their coming together, The 

soner had been vehemently accused as 
one worthy of death, He had appealed to 
Caesar and must be sent to Rome. 

A LAST RESORT. 

Pure “Food Should Be The First. 

When the human machine goes wrong 
it’s ten to one that the trouble began with 
the st: h and can therefor be r d 
by the use of proper food. A lady well 
known in Bristol, Ontarlo Conuty, N. Y. 
tells of th: experience she had curing her’ 
only child by the use of scientific food: 
“My little daughter. the ovly child and for 
that reason doubly dear, inherited nervons 
dy . We tried all kinds of remedies 
and soft foods. At last when patience was 
about exhaveted and the child a condition 
had grown #0 bad the whole family wes 
aroused, we tried Grape-Nuts. 
“A friend recommended the food as one 

on which her own de'icate children had 
grown strong upon so [ purchased a box — 
asa last resort. In. a very short time a 
marked change in both health and disposi- 
tion was seen, What made our case easy 
was that she liked it at once and its” crisp, 
putty flavor has made it sn immediate 
favorite with the most fastidious in our 
family. 

“It's use seems to be thoroughly estab. 
lished in western New York where many 
friends vee it regularly. I have noticed 
its fine effects vpon the intellects #s well 
as the bodies of those who vee it. We 
owe it much.’ Nsme given by Postom 
- > — Creek, Mich. 

Note how this assembly to try Panl was 
the means by which he could preach the 
gospel to people whom he could reach in 
no other way. 

III. PAUL AND THR GOSPEL. His Dx- 
FEMSE BEFORE THR ROVAL COURT — Vs. 
1-23. 
Argument from his own experience. 

Then for the third time in the Acts ia re- 
lated the story of his conversion, the won- 
drous change wrought in himself by Jesus 
Christ, 
Note 1. That this is an ex mpl 

of the most effective ways of pi 
gospel. The best peeacuiog g 
personal experience. The preach 
with the authority of one who kj 
Note 2. a ri in thls fonse, 

vi stood before them: a living mira 
carnate argument ** Bern 
Note 3. Paul's plea was for the 

as well as for the Neal 
tion, forgiveness for his avdience an: 
his accusers. He set before them a glori- 
ous hope of deliverance from sin and 
Satan, and all the powers of darkness and 
remorse, and a glorions inheritance amoung 
them that are sanctified 

Proof from his own practice. Paul gave 
his life to the couse, and thus gave the 
strongest possinle proof of the gospel by 
obeving the call. 

19 WHERRRUPON (after hearing the 
call) . . . I WAS NOT DISOBEDIENT UNTO 
THE HEAVENLY VISION. Yet the seeming 
cost and the struggle were very great. He 
did not ask his audience to do what he had 
not been willing to do himself. 

20. FUT SHEWED FIRST UNTO THEM OF 
Damascus. Immediately after his conver. 
sion (Acts 9: 2022). Then after two or 
three years of probable retirement he re- 
turned to Damascus and preached again 
(Gal. 1: 17, 18; Acts 9: 23, 25). AND AT 
JERUSALEM For. a brief time, going 
there from Damaschs (Acts 9: 26-29; Gal. 
1: 18). He also vis there, snd. of 
course, preached at othertimes. THROUGH- 
OUT ALL THE COASTS (borders, region) oF 
Jupxa, The exact time of thiy preaching 
is rot known, as no record is given of it. 
The three stages of the spiritdal life are 
accurately noted (1) THAT THRY SHOULD 
REPENT. This is the first duty of every 
one. (2) AND TURN TO Gop. Hating sin 
or even turning from it is not enough 
(3) AND DO WORK MEET FOR REPENTANCE, 
The works which are the natural fruit of 
true repentance, 
Without any direct reference to Agrippa 

and his audience, no appeal could bz more 
effective than these statements ~ 

a1 FOR THXSR CAUSES, not because of 
the charges made against him, but (1) be- 
cause he called on these Jews to repent. 
He troubled their consciences. (2) Ei- 
pecially because he delivered the gospel 
message to the Gentiles as well as to the 
Jews, placing them on an equality befo-e 
God, which was his unpardonable sin in 
the eyes of the Jews, but a réason why the 
Romane should acquit him. These were 
the reasons why the Jews WENT ABOUT TO 
KILL ME. 

22. HAVING THEREFORE OBTAINED 
HELP, originally #n alliance agaivst ene: 
mies, snch aid'as a warrior rece¢ives from 
auxiliary or allied forces. God was Paul's 
powerful ally, Paul was on God's side, 
and therefore could not insult him by pro- 
fanine his temple, or opposing his religion, 
SAVING NONE OTHER THINGS, etc He 
was true to the Jewish Scriptures, simply 
pics; hry vy and showing how they 
were fulfilled in Jesus, the Messiah. 

23 THAT (the) CHRIST (the promised 
Messiah) SHOULD SUFFER. Therefore the 
fact of Jesus’ suffering on the cross, which 
was one of the chief obstacles to the Jews’ 
reception of him as their Messiah, was yet 
exactly in accordance with the Scripture 
teaching concerning the Messiah. THAT 
HE SHOULD . . . RISE FROM THE DEAD a 
living Saviour and teacher and g ide, ard 
by this resurrection should proclaim 
LIGHT even UNTO . . . THE GENTILES 
Read this verse as in the R. v.. By the 
resurrection of Christ, life and immortality 
were brought to light. 

1V. FESTUS AND THE GOSPRL.—Ve. 24, 
25 24. AS HR THUS SPAKE, was speaking. 
WITH A LOUD VOICE, no doubt with some- 
thing of impatience, if not of apger.' 
THOU ART BESIDR THYSELF. mad, lusane, 
raving. From Festus’ standpoint, a cruci- 
fied Messiah bringing light to the Gentiler, 
the resurrection of the dead, an upsesu 
Kiog over a 8 ritas] kirgdom, coun'd he 
be but the delirious fancies of a disordered 
brain, MUCH LEARNING many writings. 
DOTH MAKE THER MAD Either Paul or 
Festus was beside himself. They lived in 
different worlds, and one or the other was 
wrong. I! Festus was sane, Paul was mind, 
If Paul was sine, Festus was mad 

1 AM NOT MAD Paul speaks for him- 
self and lets Festus make the application 
for himself. McsT NOBLE rEsYUS, ‘Oh 
1 love the great missionary for that word 
1 thirk I hear his volce thrilliug as be 
utt 1a lt. i? 

V. AGRIPPA AND THR GOSPRL —Ve 
26-99. 26. FOR THAR KING. {Aaripes) 
XNOWATH, because he was trained in the 

cage it was light 

Jewish Scriptures. THIS THING WAS NOT 
DONE IN A CORNER. Obscurely, known 
but to a few; but the very ememies of 
Jesus cansed it to be proclaimed all over 
the land, by their opposition. 

27. KING AGRIPPA, BELIRVEST THOU 
THE PROPHETS. Agrippa, asa Jew, bad 
been-instructed in the Scriptures, and ac- 
ceoted them intellectually, however little 
effect they had upon his conduct. But if 
“he believed the Scriptures, then Paul conld 
prove from those promises the truth of the 
gospel he was preaching. 

28 ALMOST THOU PRVSUADKST ME TO 
BR A CurisTian, There are two quite 
divergent opinions asto the meaning of 
these words, 1 

29. [ wouLp 10 GOD. 1 earnestly de. 
sire of God, the nnly source of such a 
blessed good. WRRE NOTH ALMOST, AND 
ALTOGKTHER, with, or in little, and with 
much Inbor, of time or persuasion. -SucH 
AS I AM, EXCRPT THESK BONDS, The 
chains he had upon bim while he was 
speaking. : 
Such as [ am, Paul the 

sessed much more than the brilliant assem- 
blage before him. 
That Paul's appeal had some effect upon 

Agrippa is seen in the fact that ‘from this 
time a kindly feeling seems to have sprung 
up in the king's heart towards that strange 
Nerirene sect 

VI. Tar DrCiSioN o¥ THR COURT — 
Vs. 30-32. The court decided that Paul 
was tnnocent, and might have been set at 
liberty had he not appesled to Cicaar; but 
that the appeal must stand. Bat this de- 
cision was the means of bringing him safe. 
ly to Rome, It made n favorable impres- 
sion on the Roman officer who took him 
there 
after his arrival. 

1HE HELP OF A YOK& 

Did yon ever stop to ask what a yoke is 
really for? Is it to be a borden to the 

animil which wears it? It is just the 

oppesite It is to make ite burden light, 

Attached to the oxen in any other wey 

then by a yoke, the plough would be 

intolerab'e, Worked by means of a yoke, 
itis light. 

of torture; it is an instrument of mercy. 
Tt is not a malicious contrivance for mak- 
iog work hard; it is a gentle device to 
make hard labor light. It ia not meant 
to give pain, but to save pain Add “yet 
men speak of the yoke of Christ as {if it 
weye a slavery and look uponthose who 
wear it ag objects of compassion. * * Christ's 
yoke is simply his secret for the alleviation 
of human life, his prescription for the best 
and happiest method of living —Henry 
Drummond. 

THE POOR DYSPEPTIC. 

Is the Moat Miserable of Mortals—Only 

Similar Sufferers Can Understand His 

Hours of Agony. 

There {s no mortal more miserable then 

the poor dvapeptic. He is never healthy, 

never Fappy—always ailing, always ont of 

sorts. Wvery mouthful of food brings 

hours of distress —eyery moment of the day 
is spoiled and soured, : 

If you area dyspeptic, you know the 
elgns ; the coated tongue, the dull head 

aches, the heartburn, the billonsness, the 

persisient torment after meals, the hope- 

less despondency. Any one of these signs 

pointe to indigestion The one sure cure 

for indigestion is Dr. Willlams' Pink 
Pills. They make new blood—that's the 

whole secret. Through the blood they 
will brace vp your s‘rength, waken your 
liver and set your stomach right. If you 
ask your neighbors yeu will ind proof of 
this right at your own heme. Mr, Charles 
Wond. Mare, Oty one of the thousands 
of dvereptics cured by the use of these 
pil's, says: — ‘For vpwards of twelve years 
I was a great sv ff rer from indigestion and 
nervonsness. Wverrthing I ate tortured 
me I doctored almost continuous'y. and 
used almost everything recommended for 
this trouble, but never got more then 
temporary relief until I began the nese of 
Dr. William's pink pi'ls Words cannot 
express the good these pi Ia have done me, 
I am in better health then I have enjoyed 
in years before. and 1 have proved that 
Dr. William's Plank Pills cure when other 
medicines fail * 

Rad blond 18 the mother of fifty diseases, 
snd Dr WilHams* Pirk Pille will cure 
them all because they convert bad bland 
{ato goed rich, ved blood without which 
thers can be nelth® health ner strevigth 

Diwn't Ye rersusded to try some hing 
lse—tuke rothi-g hat the genunive Dr 
Williams" Pink Pilla. So'd by a'l medic 
ine dealers or sen? post paint st 500. a bov, 

or alx boxes for $2 50, by adressing the 
Dr Willams mecicive Co., Brockville, 
Ont. 

risoner pos- | 

and unon the Roman authorities 

A yoke is not an instrument | 
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LOADED UP WITH 
IMPURITIES. 

IN THE SPRING THE 
SYSTEM IS LOADED UP 

WITH IMPURITIES. 
After the hard work of the winter, 

the eating of rich and heavy foods, the 

system becomes clogged up with waste 
and poisonous matter, and the blood 

bh. 

Appetite, Bilious, 
ness, Lack of Energy and that tired, weary, 

becomes thick and sl 
This causes Loss 

listless feeling so prevalent in the spring. 
The cleansing, blood-purifying action 

“BURDOCK BLOOD BITTERS. 
eliminates all the pent 
system, starts the 

acts the Kidn 1d Bowels, 

venders it, without exception, 

The Best Spring Medicine. 

up poison from the 
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WANTED, 
Young lady ccm 

Paterson & Co., 107 

IT. KIERSTEAD 
Commission Merchant 

COUNTRY 
PRODUCE 

tors. Address, 
sermain St. 

AND DEALER IN 
ALL KINDS OF 

City Market, St. John, N. B, 

M&~ Returns Promptly Made. apis 


