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THANKSGIVING. 
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SINE Te 1 Canadians must be ungrateful indeed 

{ they d ( God for the country he has given them, 

for if fe, | beauty and fertility, for its 

weal \ 1 forests” and prairies,-—a broad 

land fair to see, and widlessty rich in the resources 

that go t ath i Canadians may well be thank 

ful for t ies enjs for stable government well 

adm Te { ies y the will of the people. No 

man lea ( to escape civil, oppression or to find a 

large font - thay he here enjoys. It is a 

land ot tihorty dnd privilege where every man 

worships ¢ ling to the tradition which he accepts 

or to the dictat nscience, with no arbitrary power 

of an est t ike the way of the dissenter 
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evident that the 

are many Phere hy suntiful Harvest, trade has 

been ‘active, the leading 1 tries of the land have been 

generally prosperous. - There d been a constant demand 

for labor, and { yw «and willing to work have 

lacked employment. The land been mercifully pre- 

served from flood or famine, plague or carthquake, and the 

The country 
people in peace and prosperity 

iS Progressing 6 resources are becoming known to the 

world, many fro on lands are coming to make their 

home witl t refs” Canada is becoming known 

among the nation Jd ver by year it becomes evident that, 

with prudent goven and sturdy citizenship, our 

country is déstineil to play an iniportant part in the world’s 

development. Let 1 + devoutly thankful for all this 

material g ise of Hessing to come. But 

let ‘us not forg st destiny of our country 

is not to be attained apart from a wholesome moral and 
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by faith in the reality of things 
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people, if they are a 

unseen, if trath, ngl ¢ ness and purity are the control- 

mg principles of our civil-andgnational life, then indeed it 

shall be well with us, and this Canada of ours 
shall be for 

praise among the nations. 

MESSENGER AND VISITOR. 

THE FREE BAPTIST CONFERENC
E 
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of baptisms for the year was 25 and the net gain in 

bership 113. Two new churches have been orgariizec 

ing the year and two houses of worship dedicated. 
Tl 

four churches report gain in spiritual life ind ter ! 

loss : the rest make no report as to. thi Twenty of the re 

ported churches had no regular pastoral care during th 

vear. but some of them had for a time the services of mi 

sionaries, and some had occasiona
l visits from nei 

pastors. The total amount raised for all purpose 

ing pastors’ salaries and other local expenses, 

churches, teporting is, as given in a tabulated 

$29,725.24. A full statement of the amount raised by t 

W. M. Society would, as we understand fr
om the report, ar 

00. Sixty church amount by about irch 

contributéd to Hom 
crease this 

with 4,160 resident member 

Missions and fifty-six churches with 3 ide 

members contributed to” Foreign Missions The 1 

used for Home and for Foreign Mission ndepende 

the contributions of the Women's Society ere 

$35.30 and $314.86. The treasurer of tl WwW. M 

| Is, amount $1.1 . 
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1 Free Baptist of New Brunswick 

pect to the matter have been made by Dr. Mcl.e 

Census Commissioner and the Minister of Agricult 

whdse department the cen: us bureau is located) but v 

any satisfactory result It seems impossible t PI 

that there has been any intention on the part of hose 

charge of the census bureau to do- injustice to the Free 

Baptist population of.the Dominion or of New Brunswick 

But if, as seems probable, the errors which have beer 

pointed out arose through misunderstand
ing or care lessné: 

on the part of those who gathered the data for the censu 

returns, it may of course be impossible to make th
e required 

corrections except by taking a new census of the districts 

in which it is charged the errors have occurred. 

tainly the evidence in the case should convince the Census 

But cer- 

Commissioner that very serious errors have been made, 

whether they are remediable or not. 

The question of union with the Baptist body of the 

Maritime Provinces, was before the Conference. We have 

no definite information as to the course of discussion on 

this subject, but understand that the basis of un
ion adopted 

some sixteen years ago at the Baptist Convention at Char- 

lottetown, was considered by the Conference and was 

adopted with some slight amendment which it is not 

thought will prove an obstacle to the consummation
 of the 

union. In this connection a committee, consisting of Revs. 

Dr. McLeod, B. H. Nobles, A. Perry, D. Long and F.C. 

Hartley, was appointed to meet a committee from the 

Baptist Convention for further conference upon the mat
ter. 

As it may: be taken for granted that the Baptists are not 

less inclined to union now than they were sixteen years a
go, 

it will be seen that the prospect of affiliation between the 

two bodies, is now very encouraging. 

THE GOSPEL OF REPENTANCE, 

There are differences of opinion among learned and 

devout scholars as to the authorship of the fifty-first psalm, 

some accepting as correct the title or superscription which 

ascribes it to David, and others believing that it is a pro- 

duct of a somewhat later period in the history of Israel 

But the practical value of the psalm to us is but little, if 

at all, affected by the question as to its authorship. It 

needs no credentials to support its right to be regarded as a 

part of the Sacred Word 

the Old Testament which brings the devout reader more 

directly face to face with his God, and there is certainly 

There is perhaps no Scripture in 

none which with such fulness and depth of meaning ex 

presses the burden of the penitent heart, its longing fo 

purity and holiness of life and its joyful devotion to the 

service of God. It is the voice of the true worshipper that 

is heard here. J He comes as a sinner, it is ue, with nothr 
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lespi 1 is the gospe f of G { 

here and elsewhere in the Old Testament and confi 1 

Jesus Christ. It is the: gospel which dedlares that salva 

tion is not through sacrifices and good vorks, but through
 

genuine repentance and self-surrender tO the will of God; 

not by works of the law but through faith in Christ. The 

man who finds -acceptenge with God is not the man who 

can stand before Heaven and boast of his moralitigs and 

his scrupulous performance of religious rites, but the man 

who, with the sense of guilt heavy on his soul, cries from a 

broken spirit and a contrite heart, “God be merciful to me 

a sinner.” 
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Editorial Notes. 
It is a strange and significant commentary on American 

Unitarianism that, according to the statement of President 

Southworth of the Meadvilic Theological Seminary made 

before the recent Maritime National Conference, of twenty 

five men studying in that institution during the past two 

years not one had come from a Unitarian home. 

“The American Board of Foreign Missions (Congregat- 

ional) has closed its financial year without debt. It is said 

that the contributions of the churches to the work of the 

Board in August were perhaps the largest on record, and 

that the gain in regular contributions for the year. amount 

ed to fifty thousand dollar : 
Copies of the Rev. Isaiah Wallace's recently published 

book—"*Autobiographical Sketch and Reminiscences of 

Revival Work,” may be obtained at this offic Iles 

books have been placed on sale here for the convenience of 
persons living in St. John and vicinity who can call at 
this office for them Every Baptist d have and read 

this very interesting record of a busy and devoted Tife 

~The Congregationalist says that two tendencies evident 

in the Unitarian denomination for some time were notice 

ably prominent in the National Conference at Atl 

City last week, which was attended by a thousand delegate 

from all parts of the country. One ff these tendencies | 

work 

and to aim at a deepening of the spiritual life I'he othe 

solidification of de 

the disposition to do constructive rather than 

is toward greater centralization and 

nominational interests.


