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The Story of Sir Galahad.

BY PR ESSOR JOHN AMPBELL
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they.shall see
Matthew v. 8
My tale -is f old Britain and of ancient da how
ancient perhaps w knowing. A* Caerlleon
on the River | spacious  palace castle

such as we.do.not o days. It covered in

round about it

itself a large area Were
grassy lawns a sweet-scented  gardens
g n :
through which ran Ils th ell into lish-poo
AR A
lined with masonry, or welled up int ¢ fountair
Beyond this plea € hedgerows, rare een out of

England, covered hawthorn nd honey
t m tle or rd ead and coi
wit t ¢ € ban tlong which fat

cattle grazed, whe ot ¢l g th and cooling
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-
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! 0 wnber ar ng
oW t ! W var nd o
t th . goid lver and
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brought
1
feast
| ! \
ne
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I
tipha ! \
Redw I r
1 1 e teliest }
kn { e 1 e
{ e, t} 1 ft ent wa - A
¢ o
r Owain and Gawaine, the « ¢ and ‘
tongued, with bu r Bors, a e | e
varle And there, t at ly-faced Sir Galahad
} 1 t t battle }
1 } t nemn . not smite 1n Da ie De
wiom ‘9 wickede enemy
cause his look was that of a ministeiing angel. These and

many more sat at the Rou T'able with King Arthur and

jestly. If woman, or
had

the. court, the knights

told their high deeds moc child, priest

or laboring man that been wronged by unlawful

might tame befire contended for

the privilege of avenging the wrong and, putting on their

srmof, went forth to battle with the oppressor. For there

was wrong in the world in these days as there always has
been, and it was their devoir and high office to set it right

Fair ladies also were in King Arthur’s court in attend-
ance upon the brauteous Guinevere, who was his queen
They were not treated as sometimes treated

women are

now by fops and thu:ls, but with all the reverence and

courteous chivalry of ancient days. Best of all, and next
to. the queen, the fairest, was Percivale's sister. What her
name was only God and the good angels know. [lired of

the world’s wrong-doing and hollowness, of petty quarrels
and whispered sfandals, she left the court for a cell in
Camelot, there tb fast-and to pray that God would come
Camelot, an

to earth again. While living thus retired in

aged man told her how, in the days of King Arviragus, a
venerable stranger had come from the Holy Land to Glaston
bury, bringing with him the cup or grail out of which our
Lord had drunk at His His
The venerable mam was St. Joseph of Arimathea

it had healin

last before

blessed
death
This cup he brot

supper

g g power, and he who looked

I
vpon it was straightway cured of whatsoever sic kness he

had. But as, in spite of this, the world’s wickedness grew,
Ther ‘fore the lady of

has need of healing

the cup was caught upinto heaven
Camelot prayed, “Lord, this world

Send down the Holy Grail.”
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One day a

from he Cé 1o the

messanger ! rt at
Caerlleon, and called Sir Percivale aside. Soon as 1
horse could be saddled and br he rode 1 ter
il At Camelot he saw her, her face transfigured  like
at of a heavenly angel she told him she Fad seen the
i dead of night her cell she heard the sweet
of silver horns faintly blowing Thn a
br silvery light- sloped down from heave
through the ca ent of her chamber, and sdown 1 tole
the Huly Grail, “rose red with beatings in it,” as if it were
alive For pace the whitewashed w 1ls of the humble
cell were dyed with t pimg  colors; ~th the music

1 then the vi

ceased ar

her brother’s arm and said, “Go f
Arthur that the Grail ha me to
ercivale kissed his sistpr’s lips tht fi
tory I'hen he mounted his horse and rode in. hot
back to Caerlleon. He found the knights all asseml yut
ha king, and to their listening  ea told h
ous tale
ho harkened most intent! as 1 déeply
wed was Sir Galahad, the b ughtelad in silver arme
he vhom King Arthur had said when he dubbed }
kit God make thee as good as thou art beautiful
| with high purpose, he ro t once to Camelot,
the cell of Percivale's sister With her « fair hand he
girded his sword-belt-on him, and bac go t

1

in the

knight,to ba crowned kin

pirit
I

her strong faith and pure spirit he returned to |

ions of the Round Table. -Now, there was in King
hall a great chair, curiously carved, made by nagician
Merlin or Merddin, from whom Caermarthen took it o It
was called the Stege Perilous, and no mar f55¥ ther
but he should lose himself either for g I'here
1 at and 1 ost f r. Int tha
g Galahad ng. “IF 1 lose elf, I save 1 i
Fhen came a king of thie ok Svarkea A
t of thunder, and a A ben i n tis
\ I la hot dow and on i was t !
e th a 1 | ft agl every
welve h and a dav the 1 y dal
f w the Grail till deat R iisoalag
e and ma | ! , refe
; to  the same high purg Then F \
wked the caudé ! t ¢ i
} it | e )
ere ‘mag At Whereupon N rd |
aw the Holy Grai g. and-11} (& vl
and O Galahad, follow me and voit low t the
world's end.”” Then all took the i
king, and ip goodly proce n went | pon the est
But they stayed not ¢ SO0
scattered, for doubtful visions in the
wisps in the fens, and mirages in the hea d
most of them far afield. Even the good § el
himself in a land of delusions, in which he was nigh pe
ishing when he was relieved by a holy man  who reproved
him for his presumption and lack of humility | when

with chastened heart, he mounted again, to him came Sit

Galahad of the radiant countenance. telling that the

was true and ever with him in hill and plain, -in_ field
fen, by land and water. So, on together they rode until
theysame to the great marsh of all, at whose end a thot
sand heavy timbered piers went out to greet the great salt

sea *

The Grail shone brightly before the eyes of Sir Galahad

but Sir Percivale saw it not. He only followed blindly

He saw his friend s~urring along the

fell,

but "n dead earnest

bridge-like piers, on which the deadly lightnings

bu ning them behind him, so that there was no retu'n
T'he last abutemen* was reached. B yond were onlv the
wide sea beneath and heaven’s canopy abore, bu: now, yes
in that canopy Sir Percivale beheld the Holy G ail. I w

overhead but sinking downwards towards Sir Galahad

who had alighted ‘from his panting steed on the last seq

ward timber, and patiently waited. Sir Percivale saw a

f

mysterious boat come forth from the unknown to receive

his friénd still clad in his silver armour, while the Grail
came down into his hands, and then, like a-shooting star,
boat and man and Grail sped over the distant sea to enter,
the spiritual city, where Sir Galahad was crowned king for

evermore, Back to Caerlleon half dead went Sir Percivale

{ THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR,
VorLuMr LIV,

No. 52

ind when the year and the day were ended he told his tale.
Sir Mors, like Sir Percivale, had seen the Grail far off, and
even the faithless Sir  Lancelot, but of all the other cham-
Only Gaiahad the pure had it in his possess-
i, and for that was crowned immortal king

pions none

ing David said that the kingdom of heaven is for him
s clean hands and We who are men
that thote who have the best righ! 1o it, if right there

And
tho e of us who are older, and have perforce become famil-

iar with the world's impurity ard insincerity, think of in-

nocent and hoy

a4 pure heart

I, are wouien, so much better in every way.

est girls. anid boys
poet Hood, 1 ki ow
¢ was:a boy But this is not always true, an ¢

aul new bo n from heaven. Ons

I'her~ are those who

say. witl I'm farther off from heaven

than whe

it 15 not true at all of the

who had been  an unclean man, and

a great sinner, sand,
r wath me and
of the heart
natter of bodily washing or outward béhaviour
o W hat
onjy the things we must not speak of

Falseho :d

irge me and I shall be clean

I shall be

with hyss' p,

whiter than snow Uhis purity is

Itis no a
the clean hands, -but not the pure heart
stains the heart Nat

wrong stains, and so do endy
nesty and evil speaking  Many a poor diunkard,

the en=my of ro one but ‘himself, is cleaner in God's sight

thin the censorious Pharisee, and De Quincey’s fallen wo

he stree’s pu er than many  titled ladies of irre
proachab’e reputation

O be and girls, keep your. clilldhood's faith, your hon-

orn of all that is base and low. Retain your bright

ear eye that looks up to <he sun without winking. Penever

afraid of your Penuel, which is the face of God. Be God's

rave y Cralahads § gentle and pure as he, and yours
il tl Lstrength of ten.  You will overcome all
I spir nemies. and will behold not the cup, but
Him wl wk thereof, for any - pure heart that really
nt te ee God shall not  fail- of Yhe heavenly
vision n I are the pure in heart: for they shall
ee Giod 't the word of God’s only and well beloved
son, through whom we know the Father, and that Scripture
wnnot he broken: It needs not length of days nor great

h.this happy goal, for the world, by wis-

new not God, - and Jesué said, ‘1 thank Thee, O
ther, L. od of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid
ings fiom the wise and prudent, and has revealed
¢ Fven Father. for so it seemed good
wht
\ Fhe quest is not forme?” That is a
\ 151 all see God some day, and the sooner
t tt H it because you feel that you are not pure

n heart, then Listen to the words of David. “Create in me
beginning of

scarlet, they

‘ 0 hear!, O Godh,”” and to: those at the

Fhough your sins be as

snow: though they be red like crimson.
asked St. John in

white robsd ones were: that

they shall be as wool I'he elder who

ke vision at Patmos who the
od before the theone of God, answered his own question
se are-they which came out .of great tribula-
washed their s, and made them white
Many came not only through

great tribulation, but also " through great sin.

wing, " The
Syl robes
in the blpod of the Lamb."
If you have
and soiled
listen to God's voice and come back to get

the pure heart with which vou may see him now,

wandered away on any forbidden path have

your garments
and at
last be crowned King in the spiritual city. Take your sea
ilous, which meaas the surrender of self in
the losing what
v better self for all eternity
It 15 to comé face to face with in-

in the Siege Per

whole-hearted devotion to Saviour, and,

men call life in time, save

What 1s it to see God ?

wisdom beautv and goodness, to come into com-

ion with the great heart of love that fills all the

uni-

verse, and to call all that and more than tongue can tell by
the hallowed name of Father Sev God and die said_the
superstitious Hebrew of angient times, and the Arab of to

lay, but the gospel teaches us to sapfSe¢ God ahd live the

blessed life.now and for everm re The Westminster
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