3
Kindness of Unanswered Prayers.

BY KEV. 1 R, MILLER, D. D.

There are some of our prayess which God Toves us too
If He did what we plead with Him, some-
tindes agonizingly, 10 do. be would withdraw- from us great
blessangs
disappoint us than unpoverish our life by letting us have

well to answer
But He would rather resist our pleading and

what we want’

Iy one “of St. Peter's epistles is a little phrase of three
i 1 ¥

words wiiich casts a world of light on many things in life.

hard.  The of trials
“Now for a hittle while, if need e, ye shall be put to
this
a star with heavenly lght upon

which
says
griel i

sentence

e writer is speaking

need be’ is
It shines Like
the darkness and pain of sorrow
for The trouble whichi we

blessang o the thing wine!

the Huminating clause in

I'here 1s a_ dvine reason

I'here 1s a
Fo take it

v et nd of

rd 10 bear

away would be 10 take good, o Divine gt out of our
Tife

A marg nal realmg t tquoted. promise tells us
that

ey Hnde the €uft of G 16t Tins  thought
ehinsgm thie iseaning of the experience. i our life which is
wor Bugrd fir b A burden w something  heavy, something
hard It weighs us down, so-that we: feel as if we
west [ heneath it 1w pataral for us 1o want 1o get
ool it Wesay we could go on so- hiuch more easily
with s wore veleriny, if we could only lay off our heavy
load . S we pray 10 God (o take it away from us

Hut t then cour eye catches sight of the alternative
reading. gt our burden w God's gift to us. “This un

fovelyt beavy, crushing thing, under which we are bowing
A gilt. from God !

there must be something gracious

bt wankstons it b a giltof God to us
Thes i} roust be good
and lovidg it God would not give us something merely

He

Bves hard for. us

fo make s suler loes pot take pleasure 1o making

ou

This unwinsome thing, this that

caiiees 34 80 mach pan, enfolds i its onattsictiveness a

afford 10
I only we could see the hidden treasure

swivet Wpang It would not
have |4L(:'n away

of good thing there s 1

something we

it, we would o longer cry 1o God
to have i} gemoned
about

1 e peismine, therelore

our burdens, is not that
when we bring them 10 God he will lift, them away. Very
gracieusty does Giod tell us 1o cast them upon Him. . This’

is oive of the privileges of trust
God . Byt we are not told that we will be relieved of the
heavy lodd we that it will be Lightened
even 3o sptch as a feather’s weight

we may take everything to

take 1o hom, or
Here is where many
-

god people lose thwe fuith

brought their troubles tio (

They thought that when they
them away
Now thes orv o Him in their distress, from the midst of
thew dithoulties

mument sbrrow, but pothing = changed, the bitterness does

wl be would 1ake

as they wait under the shadow of im-

not become leis batter, the load gets no lighter the tortur
g touble W oot removed Cund  deswes poot. hear my
praver,. fhe tremibhing heart sy :
When we remember
Petor s "I Need Be.’,
and the Psaboist hy bueden s a gift from God,” a new

wght tally upon the mystery I here

sufle

s a meaning  for this

ting | this sofrow . this bard steuggle. this time of pinch
A wanty ot mast stay antil the work 15 done The work
ol Sauad eback sew ne empty of gond so full of evil,
wraps dplm s rough ta diamond of Divine love and
grove A man picked up a large. round pebble. © 1t seemned

only a course-gramed stone.  Lut s trained eve saw

something shining beneath the roughness and coarseness
He Beld i his hand a_treasure which proved 16 be worth
thousands of dollary of our hife which we
hard

they have

The experienies

look upon as most undesirable. which are so
» b

" hidden i thewr anlovliness rich gif1s of God

to en

dure, which we ory 1o Uiod «

e taken away

It would be unkind m cur Father 1o take away these

things whichi we plead with him to remove.: His kindness

» shown

n refusng our pravers. He ‘cast the
butden 8y« t lim as be bids us do, but t-is still on our
own shaglde; - He does not carry if for us. Vet the pmv\rr'
s answeted Lo wi i a far better way than if the

heavy

wei d ot - “He shall sustain thee is

the promiise lostead of bearing the load for us he gives

us strength so we ca

wear it ourselves.  Thus we get the

neey

blessing of the be,” and we.do not lose the gift of
God wiiech came 0 the bardan

Besides, we are Diviniely steengthened - and rise 1o new
power as Chrstians - For it is a great deal better for us'if

Good makes us strong. o we (
il He carried them for us. It
John at the Beautful make the lame man
well, »o that be needed no more to beg, than il they had
given him alms enough to provide for him a \\l\nle.\rnr
God is much more eager to make something of us than He
isto give us an easy time jnt for o few days -
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THEODORE L. CUYLER, D. D,

The constant question in the haunts of business men is—

Whese shall | find a sale investment? Our d

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrupt and where thieyes break- through and steal
but lay up for yourselves treasures in' heaven.” Paul was
probably accounted & poor man at Corinth? for he carned
his daily bread with a tent-maker's needle. But in God's
sight he was a millionaire. He could say, I know whom
I have believed, and that he isable to keep that which |
have committed to him against that day.” The great
Apostle had made Jesus Christ his Trustee. He had put
his affections, his soul, and his everlasting hopes.into his
Saviour'’s hands; and when he resched heaven he knew
that he would find the great deposit safe. He had made up
noth ng that moths could consume or rascals steal. His
investments were in the real estate that never depreciates,
and the Son of God had charge of it. So may every true
Christian —whether in a brown stone mansion- or in an
atic —congratulate himself that what is more precious to
him is the keeping of his Saviour.

The grand old tent-maker had other treasures laid up on
high also; all the glorious spiritual results of his life were
there.. ‘Brother and sister in Clirist, so are yours and mine,
however humble. And we give up for our
Master's sake:increases our heavenly treasure. The profits
which we might make and which we sacrifice, in order to
keep A clean conscience, add to our’ wealth, for they make
towards God.”
from prayer, and Bible reading, m:g:ing populanty, all are
wretchedly impoverishing

whatever

‘us rich Hoarding money, stealing time

Giving up for Christ is an en
Whatever we lay down here in order to
please and honor our Master will be laid up to our account

riching process
yonder. Our God is a faithful Trustee; he keeps his books
of rcuwmlﬂmr He will reward every one according as
his works shall be. Two talents will pay a grand divi-
dend; yes, and even one talent will sparkle .when some
humble mission school teacher presents her class on the last
great day and says. “Here am 1 lLord, and’these children
1 brought to Thee!” When we speak of salvation as by
grace and not Yol works,” we must not forget that other
trath that God will judge us all according to our works
They will be laid up there. If the seifish sinner’'s “wages™
are paid in hell, a Christian’s wages are paid in heaven.

Compound interest will make some of Christ's servants
mag.iificent millionaires. All that Paul gave up of worldly
pell and profit and fame and ease ar.d emolument will stand
to his credit up there: and the result of all this life of sell-
sacrifice for Jesus have been going on accumulating every
day for eighteen centuries, and who can tell what they will
amount 1o when the judgment morning breaks. People
sometimes speak in a pitying tone of “poor ministers with
Wait until the treasure chests are opened
up yonder, and see if anyone will call that hard-working
soul-winner poor. John Bunyan when in jail comforted
himself with the thought that he had “rich lordships™ in
those souls whom he had led to Jesus. Whata Croesus
the old tinker of Bedford will be when he comes into full
possession of his inheritance ! 5

Benjamin Chidlaw in the hard struggles of his boyhood
sewed the skins of trapped animals into mittens in-order 1o
carn a few shillings, that lx)g cabin experience fitted him
for his great work as a pioneer of Western Sunday schools
1 should not wonder if troops of children will salute him up
in the Father’s house. To John Eliot the converted Indian
will be a star in his crown. Judson must have already met
his “ireasures’  beought home from the mission fields in
Burmah. 1 have just been reading the letter of our young
American brother, Mr. R. P. Wilder, announcing the con-
version of that Brahmin in India: s soul was filled with
joy: for such a convert may make a breach in the wall of
heathenism through which others will pour in. Who says
that investments in foreign missions do not “pay ?"”

The simple fact is that the only invéstments that do pay
interest through all eternity are those which are made for
the cause of Christ and in hisservice. The gaius are very
steady there. Poor city missionaries and frontier
preachers and Salvation Army soldiers and godly needle-
women have their savings bank at God's right hand. Those
break. The only change from heavenly
treasures is their enlargement. There is no corruption from
within, and no consumption from without. The moth
never gnaws there, and the burglar never breaks through
to steal. * It is impossible to compute what treasures every
faithful, self-denying Christian may be storing away for
his or her long life in glory. God keeps his record on
high, and each good deed of love, each act of self-denial,
each surrender of pride or worldly ambition for Jesus' sake
will find sure remembrance there. “Follow Me, and thou
shalt have treasures in heaven,” says the Master. My dear

reader, how much real estate have you got >—Evangelist.
L] .

Preaching Christ.

BY O. P. EACHES.

small salaries.”

up

banks never

Paul gave the spirit of his ministry in the words: “T
determined not to know anything among you save Jesus
Christ_and Him crucified:” These words we often in-
terpret in a one-sided way. They make the ministry the

_ iteration and the reiteration of the simple story of the

gospel. In heathen couatries doubtless this must be the
hod of the missionary. It is dful to fill the mind
full of the facts of Christ's life. The story of his life, his
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of prestatation, first in its weighty character was the pre-
sentation of Jesus Christ, whose death availed for our sin.

An examination of Paul's letter to the Corinthians will
show how the preaching of a crucified Christ covered the
whole range of thought and life. He looked upon the life
of the Corinthians,- in all its details, in the light of the
He condemned the parties in
the Corinthian church because Christ was not divided. He
condemned partisanship in the church because they were
not baptized into the name of a man, but into Christ. All
leaders and all the trath belonged to each of them. He
condemned impurity in the body. He condemned a reck-
less disregard of the weak brothers, the putting of stumb-
ling blocks in his way, because Christ had died for him.
Every question that came before him was 4 question that
could be consideredd in the light of Christian principles.
With Paul Christianity was not an abstract system, apart

principles of Christianity.

from life, but a system that was intimately concerned with
life—it was to make the a Christian life. No
part of life was to be heathenish, or worldly, or secular

entire life

all parts were to be religious, devotional, spiritual, Chris-
tian
do, do all to the glory of God.'

“Whether, therefore, ye cat or drink or whatever ye
T'here are perils to the ministers to-dav 'hat they will be
A great and growing peril will be to make the

pulpit simply a foram for the discussion of present day

one-sided
problems. Social science, political reforms, improved sani-
tation, methods of taxation, tenement houses, purification
of the ballot box, these are vital questions confronting the
nation. They must be met and settled. The pulpit may
be a large moral force in the settling of these questions, But
it will be done in the most eflective way by the creation of
a larg>, healthy, moral power in the church, that will lead
the membership to a larger and more consecrated citizen-
ship. The ;muixn) must create a conscientious citizenship.
The ministry and the church must not forget that they are
But the
emphasis of the ministry must be upon the construction of
a Christian Christian consciousness
through the constant presentation of a crucified and as-
cended and reigning Christ. A merely ethical and social
science ministry may make a stir for a time on the surface

in the world for the betterment of the world.

manhood and a

of society, but it can be no lasting good. All questions
All present-duy
discussions must be carried on in the light and under the

authority of the abiding principles of Christ.

must be settled finally by Jesus Christ.

A minister
who always and everywhere magnifies Christ, who preaches
Christ first and always in the manner of a Spurgeon or a
Cuyler, may touch almost every practical question in a
helpful and illuminating way. Another peril to which
some are exposed 1s that of a falsely spiritual ministry—
the feeling that Christianity has to do only with the get-
ting of a soul to heaven, forgetting that the Christian man
has two citizenships, a keavenly and an earthly. -Paul's
discussions are natural and authoritative because they ex-
hibit the spirit and mind of Chriit. The preacher may not,
be a partisan, a political leader, a social science reformer
and ethical teacher —he may and must be, above all things.
a minister of Christ. holding up Christ as Redeemer and
1 ord, presenting the principles of Christ. And then in the
light of Christ, it may be affirmed that all politics and
social relations and economic questions and personal
habits and methods of thought and manner ol the personal
life, all these must bow before Jesus Christ and confess him
as their l.ord and Master. A Pauline ministry will deal
with present-day questions in the light of eternal
principles, The first and last thought of each sermon will
a crucified Christ. Baptist Commonwealth.

Parent and Child.

A parent’s chief duty and endeavor shou'd be to bring
up his children as children of God, and therefore to culti-
vate the divine life. But there is danger lest external forms
should take place of religion itself. A child may be
drilled into attitudes and forms which look like real piety,
but injuriously exclude it by the outward ahow of it.
Better the real beating of the young heart toward God
than any amount of mere pretence.

Beware of mere premature piety. Sobriety is not juven-
ile virtue, nor is childish uproar a proof of ungodly tenden-
cies. Do not expect to find in children or in young men
what is befitting the solemnities of age. Carefully sepa-
rate and condemn what is immoral, but at the same time
smile on all that is true. Specially beware of introducing
to your children stories that involve sin, and at the same
time show your interest in entertaining books and youth-
ful games which make them undérstand that you are not
opposed to their amusement.

Take your part in youthful pranks. Laugh with them in
innocent mirth. Take obvious interest in their early strug-
gles to learn, to speak, to sing, to recite, to work. Encour-
age the fullest confidence with their parents. Urge them
never to do, or read, or find pleasure in anything which
they would be ashamed to tell father or mother.

Be careful of the conversation vou encourage in their
prescence. Never make game of religion, or religious -
ple. Do not ridicule or censure people who may belong
to some other church or denomination. Treat all who love
God, and wish to live godly lives, as, with themselves, sons
and daughters of the Lord God. Let them above all
things else try in everything to please their heavenly Fath-
er, and so best to give joy to yourselves.

Lat not your prevailing topic of discourse be social
s By ot omi e e B o or the gain or loss of
~E ¢  fear gt  that E




